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Sunday 8 June 2014
Breath of God 

Year A - Pentecost - 39A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links

[image: image1.png]



	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Broader preparation
Creativity
Music 

Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint
New Resource


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links

[image: image2.png]



	Acts 2.1-21 During the Pentecost feast the Holy Spirit came on the believers, and visiting pilgrims from many nations heard them declaring the wonders of God in their own languages. Or Numbers 11.24-30 When God’s Spirit fell on Eldad and Medad they started shouting like prophets. Joshua wanted to stop them but Moses said, “I wish the Lord would give his Spirit to all his people so everyone could be a prophet.”
Psalm 104.24-34,35b  A psalm in praise of the creator God who by his Spirit gives life to the earth. (The lectionary omits half a verse where, typical of many psalms, the psalmist vents his desire to see his enemies destroyed.)
1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 Paul describes the different gifts that are given to the church from the Spirit. Just as the parts of a body each have a function and operate together, so it is with the members of the church.
John 20.19-23 The resurrected Jesus appears to his disciples and breathes the Holy Spirit into them. Or John 7.37-39 Jesus said that those who have faith in him will have life-giving water flowing from deep inside them. 
Next week

Next Sunday is Trinity Sunday. It is also a day we will especially acknowledge that 2014 is the year of bicentenary of the gospel beginnings in Aotearoa New Zealand. The gospel was first proclaimed on the beach at Rangihoua in the Bay Of Islands on Christmas Day 1814. The granite Marsden Cross (pictured) was erected on the site in 1907. This year on 9 June 2014 it will be 200 days to 200 years, so next Sunday 15 June we will make this a special feature of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”.
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Week of prayer for Christian unity  1-8 June

The week of prayer for Christian unity is celebrated In the Southern Hemisphere between Ascension and Pentecost, which is a symbolic date for unity. Because January is a vacation time for us, this differs from the practice in the Northern Hemisphere where it is celebrated between the feasts of St Peter and St Paul (18-25 January). The World Council of Churches website has a full, downloadable order of service for 2014. A collect from that material is included in the prayers section below. The theme for this year is “Has Christ been divided?”


	Introduction / Background
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Methodists from Upper Mill Manchester on their Whit Walk 2011
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	Pentecost - 8 June 2014
Today is Pentecost. It is the day when we celebrate the Holy Spirit coming on the church. The coming of the Spirit is also acknowledged as the birthday of the church. So today is a day for birthday celebrations.
Pentecost is often called Whitsun or Whitsunday. In the North of England churches have processions through the streets called Whit Walks as a witness to their faith. However, the term Whitsun does not come from “witness” but from the English “White Sunday”. It arose from the practice of people dressing in white to be baptised on this day. 
Some churches in France celebrate this day with the blowing of trumpets. The trumpet blast is to bring to mind the Holy Spirit arriving with a noise like the sound of a mighty wind.
The lectionary today gives us six different readings from which to choose, so we are rather spoiled for choice. This year I am focusing on the reading from John’s gospel. Today’s passage from Acts was followed by “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” in both 2010 and 2011 (23 May ’10 and 12 June ’11) and these can be found in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.
Wind, breath and spirit
Usually on Pentecost Sunday the first scripture that comes to mind is Luke’s account in the book of Acts, where in chapter two we are told that the Holy Spirit came with a noise like the sound of a mighty rushing wind and the appearance of tongues of fire moving in all directions. The believers burst out onto the streets speaking in new tongues and everyone marvelled at hearing the works of God in their own language. 
The picture that we get from John’s gospel today is quite different. Jesus suddenly appears among his disciples who are locked in a room. He breathes on them and then sends them out. Perhaps John’s account is less dramatic, but it is equally profound. Unlike Luke, John does not go on to write a “Part 2” and tell about how the church went about fulfilling its mission. Instead he depicts the beginning of the church’s mission with the breath of God imparted to the disciples… and then he leaves us full of anticipation at the new chapter of the story that is about to unfold.  
Both the Greek word of the New Testament (pnuema) and the Hebrew word of the First Testament (ruach) could be translated as spirit, wind or breath – which does present, at times, some difficulties in trying to determine which meaning should be conveyed by a particular passage. 

 

	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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Transparent Church
Netherlands
	Don’t lock ourselves in

We head through the doorway in the first century, up the darkened stairs and make our way to the room where the disciples are meeting. The door to their room is locked.

Inside the band of Jesus’ followers is huddled together and speaking in low tones. They are despondent, dispirited and terrified. They had left everything for Jesus… only to see him arrested and killed by being nailed to a cross. When the pressure came on, and it looked like their lives were threatened too, they cut and ran. They are disappointed in themselves. But with their Master so cruelly treated, they are thinking that surely they would be next. It was time to lay low – shut themselves away – lock the world out.

That was when the resurrected Jesus appeared among them.
We can lock ourselves in - but we can’t lock Jesus out.
We head through the church doorway in the twenty-first century, proceed beyond the darkened foyer and make our way to the sanctuary where the disciples are meeting. Inside the band of Jesus’ followers is huddled and speaking in low tones…. to the rest of the community they are out of sight, hidden… 
What goes on in there? 
They have shut themselves away – locked the world out.

We can lock ourselves in - but we can’t lock Jesus out 
The gospel was never meant to be shut away in darkened rooms. The Holy Spirit has come to make our churches transparent. To allow people to see in – to see who the followers of Jesus are, and what they do. But most of all the Holy Spirit has come to send us out on an adventure, serving God in the world and, by our words and actions, to proclaim the Good News. 
We need to get the gospel out… It will never happen if we lock ourselves in.
Experience the breath of God
God’s breath is life. In the creation story the Lord forms human life by means of his breath (Genesis 2.7). Later, in Ezekiel’s vision of dry bones (Ezekiel 37.9), the bones come to life by means of the breath of the Lord. But, of immediate significance for us, it is by means of the breath of God in our reading from John’s gospel today (John 20.22) that the church comes alive. When Jesus meets his disciples he tells them that just as the Father had sent him into the world he was now sending them. 
Think about it. This mission was unimaginably difficult. The small band of believers was running scared, locked away and in a room and quaking in their boots. The only way the church could fulfil its mission was by means of the some power beyond themselves. And that was just what Jesus had in mind. The same power that enabled Jesus, he was giving to them. So he breathed on them and said, “receive the Holy Spirit”. 
We must experience this breath of God. Without the breath of God we will have neither the story to tell nor the power to tell it. And the story is not just the church’s story, it is our story. It is the story of how Christ has brought to each of us forgiveness, life and purpose. 
This breath of the Spirit is not just a theory, a symbol, or some kind of rhetorical device. The Holy Spirit was an actual power that enabled those first Christians, a rag-tag bunch of fishermen and misfits, to transform the ancient world. The same power is available to us to transform the world in our generation. That is, if we will respond to our Lord’s commission and…
Be sent out
So here’s the thing. The Holy Spirit is not all about making me feel happy, fulfilled or powerful. The Spirit is about being sent out on a great mission. How often we’ve sat closeted in our little churches and wondered why new folks aren’t coming to join us. We act as if the Lord said to his followers, “I am asking you to stay here.” So we wait and see if anyone turns up to seek forgiveness and reconciliation. 
But what Jesus said was, “I am sending you.” We have the Good News of the gospel of grace to share with the world. All of which raises the question, “Who am I being sent to this week?”
Who is there in my neighbourhood, my workplace, family or school that I can show the love of God to this week? Who will I be able to tell the story of Christ coming to me? Who can I encourage and serve? 
Let our prayer be, “Lord breath on me… and this week, Lord, send me on your great mission. Amen”



	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	Getting into that church

I’m not sure what movie this story comes from, maybe Driving Miss Daisy (if you know perhaps you could let me know). 
It is told by an Afro-American in the Southern USA who tried to attend a white man’s church. When he turned up, they asked him to leave because of the colour of his skin. 
He was sitting alone and feeling pretty miserable when the Lord came and sat beside him and asked him why he was feeling so downcast.

“Why,” he said “I went to attend that white man’s church and they threw me out.”

“You shouldn’t feel bad about that,” the Lord told him, “I’ve been wanting to go to that church myself for years but they’ve never let me in.” 


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Today’s theme brings to mind several songs about breath and breathing:

· Amy Grant’s Christmas song Breath of heaven (also known as Mary’s Song) has a chorus that would be suitable for using in your service today. Read the lyrics. Watch a live performance by Amy at the Crystal Cathedral. This track was written by English song-writer Chris Easton and Amy changed the lyric, with his permission, to tell the story from a woman’s perspective. It originally appeared on her Home for Christmas album (1992)
· Breathe (also known as 2am) by American songstress Anna Nalick also has a chorus that fits today’s theme. It continues to get good radio play in New Zealand nine years after its release, despite the fact that Nalick has had no other hits. It comes from her Wreck of the day album 2005 Watch on YouTube. Read the lyrics.
· Not quite so appropriate for a church service, as it is more about dying than receiving life, but nevertheless on a similar theme, is Just breathe by Pearl Jam from their Backspacer  album (2009). You might be able to work it into a youth service. Read the lyrics. Watch on YouTube. 
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Detail from Titian’s Pentecost
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	Pentecost stations

1. Art station
Print off or project copies of these two high resolution paintings:

· Contemporary Chinese artist He Qi’s painting Holy Spirit Coming, from the Christianity Today Imago Fidei site.

· Sixteenth century Italian artist Titian’s painting Pentecost, from the wikipaintings site.
Ask or print the following questions:
How is the Spirit depicted?
What people are included?
Where are the people looking?
What setting are they in?
Where do I fit in this picture?
How do I perceive the Spirit?
Where is my focus?
How is the Spirit moving in my town/city?
2. Wind
You will need:

An electric fan

Some children’s pinwheel toys (These are not absolutely necessary. They are sometimes available from The Warehouse, The $2 Shop… or you can make you own - see below) 

The following instructions printed out in large type:

Read from the Bible

Suddenly there was a noise from heaven like the sound of a mighty wind! It filled the house where they were meeting. Then they saw what looked like fiery tongues moving in all directions, and a tongue came and settled on each person there. The Holy Spirit took control of everyone, and they began speaking whatever languages the Spirit let them speak. Acts 2.2-4 CEV
In the languages of the Bible the same word is used for ‘spirit’ ‘wind’ and ‘breath.’

Turn on the fan and stand in front of it for as few seconds. 

Think  

What did you see?

What did you feel?

Pray  
Come Holy Spirit touch me afresh.

fill me with a fresh sense of awe


fill me with power to serve you
fill me with your praise

Where I have shut you out of my life 

come Holy Spirit as a mighty wind

come right in.

Blow wind blow.

Clean me out, make me fresh, make me right, make me lively.

Fill me Holy Spirit.

Amen

Take a pinwheel toy home with you and put it on your desk or by your bedside. Let it remind you this week of the unseen moving of the Holy Spirit in your life.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
As the wind song through the trees HIOS 7

Awake, O Lord as in the time of old A hymn by Church of England parish priest,  Henry Twells 
       1823-1900 words – Tune: Chilton foliat WOV 530
Blow through the valleys  FFS 6
Breathe on me breath of God MHB 300; WOV 320; H&P 280; CMP 67; S1 57

Come and move, Holy Spirit SIS 358

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

Come gracious Spirit WOV 311

Fire of God titanic Spirit (words – Tune: Ode to joy)
Holy Spirit, breath of heaven S4 1862

Holy Spirit come SIS 446
Holy Spirit you are welcome SIS 359; S2 746

Join hands in the Spirit  AA 82
Lord we thank you WHV 12

O breath of God MHB 285; WOV 321; H&P 308

O breath of life WOV 322; H&P 777; CMP 488 You may wish to use this hymn as a prayer 
       today
O thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416

Praise the all-sustaining Word  HIOS 116
Refresh my heart (Geoff Bullock – words and sheet music available from musicnotes)

Revive your work O Lord MHB 738; H&P 780; CMP 578

Spirit of the Living God SIS 303; CMP 613; S1 462

The Holy Spirit has come SIS 221

This is the air I breathe S2 1007

Sing Pentecost

The spirit comes upon us,

a rushing, powerful gale

that blows away our worries,

our fears that we will fail:

enlarges our horizons,

removes our petty ways.

Our minds become more Godlike;

our hearts are filled with praise.

The spirit comes upon us

in flickering bursts of flame.

It kindles life within us,

and cancels sin and shame.

It heats up all our passion,

our need and our desire

to serve him the more fully,

our God of holy fire. 

The spirit comes upon us

and those from every land;

and wondrously they’re speaking

in words we understand.

We share with them our feelings,

support them in their pain;

and talk about a Saviour

whose death was not in vain.

So sing and dance, God’s people,

in this our Pentecost;

and praise in any language

the Saviour of the lost.

Let wind and fire now cleanse us:

inspire us on our way,

so we can dance for Jesus

in this his glorious day.

© Jan Chamberlin (used with permission) Tune: Penlan, WOV 504



you live and reign, now and forever. Amen. 

	From Resources for THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY www.oikoumene.org
Pentecost
It’s Pentecost

And the wild wind still blows over a thousand paddocks

The fire still refuses to burn tidily, safely, predictably

It’s Pentecost

And we still stagger before the astonishing spectacle of people passionate about making a difference, standing up with courage before the crowd, speaking in strange yet stirring tongues 

We still listen in wonder as different languages proclaim the good news of Jesus, the reconciling love of God, the call to holiness and justice and hope and goodness 

We still open our hearts in joy to the newness of transformed lives, outlined changes for present despair, a way out and up and over places we had despaired of ever leaving

And on this day of Pentecost

We declare once again that anything can happen:

That places of greyness can explode unexpectedly into colour: of anger into joy: of repression into freedom: of silence into music 

And so we give you, Lord, the right to breathe newness into our circumstances and attitudes, our beliefs and our dreams, our hopes and plans:

For we are a people of Pentecost

We are a people of grace

We are a spirit-blessed people of hope

Blow on us: in us, and through us we pray 

© Alan K Webster (Used with permission)

Breathe in – breathe out (a prayer exercise)

From the earliest centuries of the church Christians have engaged in prayer exercises associated with the rhythm of breathing. In its simplest form an ancient prayer like “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy” is prayed in time with the rhythm of our breaths as in:
                Breathe in
Lord Jesus Christ

Breathe out
Son of God

Breathe in 
Have mercy

Suggest to your congregation:

Sit comfortably and straight with both feet on the floor. 

Close your eyes. 

Become aware of the rhythm of your breathing. 

Breathe slowly and deeply.

Pause briefly before you exhale.

Place your hands on your knees, palms down.

Now focus your attention on God.

(Say slowly – with silences)

On your out breath, 
breathe out your worries and cares

breathe out your busyness and bustle

breathe out your tension and stresses

breathe out your disappointments and shortcomings

breathe out your weaknesses and faults

breathe out your selfishness and pride

Now turn your palms face up

(Say slowly – with silences)

On your in breath,

breathe in the breath of God

breathe in the love of God

breathe in the cleansing of the Holy Spirit

breathe in the life of the Holy Spirit

breathe in the renewal of the Holy Spirit

breathe in the power of the Holy Spirit

(Pause) 

As we sit before the Lord of creation, 

We worship him

We hear his call to serve him 

and go from this place to do his work and will
Amen


	

	Communal 

Sharing


	Week of prayer for Christian unity  1-8 June

As an act of Christian unity see if you can arrange a combined church service with a neighbouring church of a different denomination. Sometimes it is easier to arrange a special service in the afternoon or evening, rather than interrupt the morning service programme. Make sure that you have a supper or soup and toast tea to follow so that people can get to know each other.
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Fold the corners to the centre
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Pin the corners into the straw


	Make a pinwheel
You will need:
Map pins

Blue tack

Straws

Paper squares (approx. 13cm x 13cm) with lines drawn on the diagonal through them

Scissors

Instructions
Cut the paper along the diagonal lines leaving 3cm uncut in the middle of the squares

Fold the left edge of each quarter into the centre and hold with your finger

Pin the four folded quarters together and into the straw

Secure the other side of the straw with a little blue tack

You have now made your pinwheel. Blow on it and watch it spin.

Read from the Bible

After Jesus had greeted them again, he said, “I am sending you, just as the Father has sent me.”  Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” John 20.21-22 CEV

In the Bible the Holy Spirit is often likened to wind or breath. Just like our pinwheel that doesn’t do anything until you blow it, we need the help of the Holy Spirit to be lively Christians and to do things for God. Today is Pentecost Sunday. It is the day that we remember that we are dependent on the Holy Spirit’s power. 
Prayer
Lord God, give us the strength of the Holy Spirit 

to love those people that are unlovely, 

to be kind to those people that are unkind

and to tell other people about Jesus.

Amen

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com. Scroll down for a children’s bulletin in MS Word.  


	PowerPoint
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	Transparent church
Slideshow of an inflatable transparent church that travels around Netherlands and pops up on demand. (Such a good idea!)
Cartoon from reverendfun

Downloading gifs
Instant fluency – the record of the Day of Pentecost from Acts 2 in six slides from the Brick Testament.
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	Who made God?

Passing on the Christian faith to children is often conceived as a matter of telling them Bible stories. Of course, children need to know these stories, but they also need to see the “big picture” in Scripture. Who Made God? is a “big picture” book. In twelve chapters it explores the major themes of Christian theology from the Incarnation (What is God like?) to Eschatology (What happens at the End?).

The theology here is contained in conversations that four children, together with the boy from next door, have with their parents and grandfather. This book can be given to children, or it can be read to them by parents and care-givers.

The material for children appears in large type. Interspersed with the children’s text are boxes containing comments to help parents. These provide background information and Bible references, together with further explanation of the theological ideas being presented. At the end of each chapter there is a puzzle activity to reinforce what has been learned. Also included are suggestions for family discussion.
Available as an e-publication from www.kererupublishing.com for $NZ5.95
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
9
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