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Sunday 28 September 2014
Two sons 

Year A - Pentecost 16 - 58A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Exodus 17.1-7 The Israelites complain to Moses about a lack of water. The Lord instructs Moses to strike a rock with a stick and water pours out for the people to drink.
Psalm 78.1-4,12-16 The psalmist recalls the mighty deeds of the Lord when he led his people by fire and cloud and made water stream from rocks.
Philippians 2.1-13 Paul encourages Christians to live in harmony and be humble. He points to the example of Christ who “gave up everything and became a slave, 

when he became like one of us.”
Matthew 21.23-32 After the chief priests and leaders question the authority of Jesus he tells them a story about a father with two sons. One said he wouldn’t work, but did. The other said he would, but didn’t.
This Sunday is the end of Hospital Chaplaincy Week (21-28 September). Information on Hospital Chaplaincy can be found at www.ichc.org.nz and a resource pack for church leaders is available. 
The Interchurch Council for Hospital Chaplaincy now has 90 Chaplains serving in 57 full time equivalent positions and supervising 310 voluntary Chaplaincy Assistants. Chaplains are qualified in spiritual and pastoral care to minister to all patients, their families and hospital staff alongside other providers of spiritual care. As Christians they work under the ecclesiastical authority of their denomination or church.
Season of Creation

The observance of a Season of Creation began in the Lutheran Church in Australia in 2000 as a response to the environmental crisis. Since then this opportunity for the church to examine creation-based themes has spread to many different denominations and around the world. The 2014 theme is The Spirit in Creation and this year’s series is outlined below:
Sept 7 

1st Sunday in Creation
Forest Sunday
Sept 14 
2nd Sunday in Creation
Land Sunday
Sept 21 
3rd Sunday in Creation
High Country Sunday
Sept 28 
4th Sunday in Creation 
River Sunday
Oct 5 

5th Sunday in Creation 
Blessing of the Animals
Alternative readings for River Sunday

· Genesis 8.20-22; 9.12-17
· Psalm 104.27-33
· Revelation 22.1-5
· Matthew 28.1-10
There is now an enormous amount of detailed on-line resource material to help with Season of Creation services:

· The first go-to site is the Australian Season of Creation website which provides resources for a full service each Sunday in MS Word

· The American Let all Creation Praise website has much additional material and adapts the Australian material for US use in a pdf format.

· The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website has weekly worship planning helps

· The textweek website has range of resources for each week of the season

· The World Council of Churches website has additional information including prayers for forests
· Sermon notes, intercessions, group study and harvest festival ideas by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (in English with Welsh and Irish translations).

· Outline of a prayer service on the theme of creation held at the Ecumenical Centre on 22 April 2013

· Resources collected by the Anglican Communion Environmental Network
· Resources including a set of worship service outlines by the United Church of Canada

· Exegetical and liturgical resources collected by the Network of Earthkeeping Christian Communities in South Africa (in English and Afrikaans)

· Prayers, blessings and meditations collected by the European Christian Environmental Network (in a variety of languages). 

· Additional Season of Creation resources on the Seasons of the Spirit website

· Season of Creation resources by the Mid North Coast Uniting ecoministry in Australia

· Prayers and liturgies, preaching and educational resources by the Canadian Green Church project (in English and French)
· A video of biblical scholar, Professor Richard Bauckham’s Auckland lecture “Jesus and the wild” (9 August, 2014 – 39 Mins) can be viewed on the Laidlaw College website.

Reduce waste and recycle
Tied in to the environmental theme of the Season of Creation is the need for all of us to reduce waste and recycle. We cannot keep producing rubbish and trashing the earth at the present rate. We can reduce our waste by choosing not to buy items that we will only use once and then throw away and by to refusing buy items that are over-packaged. One of the worst examples of this sort of product is the current trend for owning espresso machines that take single-use one-cup plastic coffee pods. I know I have mentioned this on several occasions over the last two years but over that time they have become much more popular. The combination of plastic and aluminium foil makes the pods impossible to recycle. (If you use aluminium only pods, Nespresso does now have collection points in Auckland and Wellington but the difficulty of recycling pods is still a major issue).          
“Think about it. Why would you make something that you’re going to use for a few minutes out of a material that’s basically going to last forever, and you’re just going to throw away. What’s up with that?”

Jeb Berrier
In addition Mission Resourcing has a few copies of a Faraday Institute DVD and study book called “Test of Faith” (2009) that are appropriate for this season and are available to borrow for use with a group in your church. They deal with the issue of science and faith which is important for all of us, but especially for young people in the secondary and tertiary age group. 

There is also a copy of the DVD The Last Ocean (2012 – PG 88 mins). This is a documentary movie about the race to protect the earth’s last untouched ocean, the Ross Sea, Antarctica. These are available for free loan (provided you pay the postage) on request from nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz.
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	Matthew

Our passage from Matthew’s gospel today records the next parable after the parable of the workers in the vineyard that we looked at last week. Both parables are unique to Matthew. We need to take note of the verses that are left out, for they from a context for today’s passage. The beginning of chapter 21 records Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, followed by the cleansing the temple in which Jesus over-turned the money changers tables and drove out the buyers and sellers.  Little wonder the leaders asked, “What right do you have to do these things?” (Matthew 21.23)
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for Year A – Pentecost 15 – 58A (25 September 2011) that follows the epistle reading. Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
* This was written a week before the HB vs Otago game… depending on the result, it may be that “tired and sad” is more appropriate!
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible

	Greg was too excited about the rugby to contemplate staying away from the upcoming game. Last year Hawkes Bay won the Ranfurly Shield from Otago… only to lose it six days later in a close match with Counties Manukau. It was the shortest tenure in the Shield’s history. In an odd co-incidence, which left opportunity to settle old scores, this year Hawkes Bay won the Ranfurly Shield back off Counties Manukau. The first team to challenge the new Shield holders was to be old foes Otago. For someone like Greg who lived in Hastings, it was a must see game. Greg’s boss had a couple of tickets to McLean Park for the challenge and Greg was over-joyed when the boss suggested that they go together. Since there were only two tickets Greg’s two teenage sons were left at home. 

“I don’t mind if you watch the game on television,” their dad said, “but your rooms are a mess and I want them tidy by the time I get home.”
“It just won’t happen,” Joshua cheekily responded. Joshua was fifteen and was not a great rugby fan. While his dad was away Joshua was intent on spending his time with Rihanna who lived across the road and who he was quite fond of.

But Liam who was fourteen said, “Will do, dad.” 

When dad returned home much later, tired and happy*, he looked into Liam’s room. His heart sank. The room was just as messy as it was before… maybe worse.

However, when he popped his head into Joshua’s room, to his great surprise, it was spic and span – the bed was made, there was not a stray sock on the floor, books were neatly filed into the bookshelf, the floor had been vacuumed and even the waste paper bin had been emptied.

So which of the sons obeyed their dad?

Was it Liam or Joshua?

That was the question that Jesus asked in our reading from Matthew’s gospel today. In an ideal world the sons would have said that they would clean their room and done what they said they’d do. But anyone with teenage sons knows that such an ideal world does not exist. So, if we have to choose from what actually happened, it was Joshua, who cheekily told his dad that he would not obey but then for one reason or another had a change of heart and actually did tidy his room, who was the son that obeyed his dad.
So what is the point of the story?

The first application is to be found in the setting in which Jesus was speaking. The chief priests and leaders were trying to trap Jesus with their questions. They had heard the preaching of John the Baptist and in response had assumed that they were the people who obeyed God. They did after all worship in the temple and have all the appearance of respectability. But John’s message had two main points:

· He called people to repent 
· And he told them to get ready for the Messiah.
When it came to the crunch, these leaders did neither of the things that John asked. They said “yes” but did nothing about it.
On the other hand, there were those people who that didn’t look at all like they obeyed God. Jesus cites two examples of the lowest sorts: 
· Among men to be a tax-collector meant to be a traitor, motivated by greed and a collaborator with the enemy. 
· And among women a prostitute was considered to be devoid of moral virtue. 
Their lives seemed to be saying “no” to God’s message. But it was the tax collectors and prostitutes, the most unlikely looking types, who heard John, responded to his message, were baptised, and had a change of lifestyle. 
It is always tempting to leave the story in its historic setting – but Matthew has included this in his gospel to convey a clear message to the church, so there are some applications for us here today.
From the original context we can rightly conclude that the gospel is for “evil people”. If we are trusting in our own goodness to make us acceptable to God we are sadly deluded. I may be someone who is seen in the right places, avoids the wrong places, and is quietly proud of my own record of good deeds, but in the end this is not enough to cut the mustard. As Jesus said to the chief priests and leaders, “You can be sure that tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you ever will! When John the Baptist showed you how to do right, you would not believe him. But these evil people did believe.” (Matthew 21.31-32 CEV). While pride keeps the self-righteous away, these “evil people” have no good deeds to show and come to the loving God, as all people must, by readily accepting his grace and mercy. When we know the extent of our need, we are open to grace. It is “these evil people”, guilty people, the down and out, tax collectors and prostitutes, prodigal sons and daughters who know their need and readily fall to their knees to repent and receive God’s grace. However, once we start to think of ourselves as being achievers, having accomplished something, we may not find this so easy. We must stoop low to enter the door to the Kingdom of God (see illustrations below).
Finally, the story is a challenge to “do right”. It is all too easy for us to act like the younger son in the story who said “Yes, dad” and then neglected to put his confession into action. It is much easier to have fine words about serving God and serving people than to roll our sleeves up and inconvenience ourselves by actually doing something. That younger son would have been better to have said nothing. His willing words created an expectation of action that only led to disappointment. Likewise we may profess Christian faith only to disappoint others by the way we act or fail to act. It is better for our faith to be seen in what we do, than heard in what we say. Where we do make a profession of faith it must be matched by actions. It’s not what we say we believe, but how we act that is of greatest importance.
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The Door of Humility
	Matching idioms

It’s all too common that we find people whose behaviour does not match what they profess. Several idioms have arisen to give expression to this thought. We speak of someone who “talks the talk but doesn’t walk the walk.” 
Or we say “Put your money where your mouth is” 
“It’s all just talk” 
“Talk is cheap”

“Promises, promises”

“Practise what you preach”

or, more coarsely, “Put up or shut up!”

Worship as hypocrisy

American, Congregational New Testament scholar, Robert E Luccock (1915-2006), tells of how we devise cunning ways of appearing to act in obedience to God without really doing at all. This is what he says:
One of the most artful situations is worship itself. Worship gives us so many chances to sing, shout and respond “I go, sir” that at the close of the service people may be seduced into thinking that they have already gone. We sing it: “O Jesus I have promised”… We recite it: “We believe in God”… We “Amen” it: “Go forth into the world”… We have repeatedly said “I go, sir,” but have we gone? This is no indictment of the hymns, the affirmations, or the commission; only a reminder that to say with piety “I go, sir” is not to have gone. Not yet!

Robert E Luccock, Preaching through Matthew (Nashville: Abingdon,1980) p179.
The Basilica of the Nativity 
The Basilica of the Nativity in Jerusalem is said to be located over the cave which was the birthplace of Jesus. Tourists visiting the spot make their way through the main entrance. Strangely this entrance is only 1.2 metres high, which means that people have to stoop low to enter. The original purpose of such a low main door was to prevent people riding horses or driving carts into the basilica. 

An unintended symbolism is immediately apparent: If we want to find our way to Christ we must come in humility.  For this reason the entrance is now known as “The Door of Humility.”
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	Practise what you preach
This business of “practising what you preach” is especially pertinent for us who are church leaders because we are… well… we are preachers. It is easy to talk about serving the Lord. And there is a danger that we can get so caught up in our own message that we mistake the talking for the doing. Of all people, those of us who are church leaders must lead in the serving department. It is our example of helping the weak, comforting the suffering and ministering to the needy that shows the rest of the church how it is done. It is all very well to be a gifted orator, but showing the way of service is the true nature of Christian leadership. Take a moment to reflect on the prayer in the station below.
Katy Perry – Hot ‘n Cold
This song off Katy Perry’s 2008 album One of the Boys was a big hit for her. The lyrics aren’t great… but they could be reframed to introduce the idea of people saying that they’ll do something… and then not doing it, and visa-versa:
     You change your mind
     Like a girl changes clothes
     'Cause you're hot then you're cold
     You're yes then you're no
     You're in then you're out
     You're up then you're down
     You're wrong when it's right
     It's black and it's white…
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Available from kererupublishing.com
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

	Two sons


Matthew 21.28-31
The following worship station comes from the newly published “Stations for Parables of Jesus”.

When he told them this story, Jesus was having a bit of a dig at the Jewish leaders who were keen to talk the talk about serving God but were found lacking when it came to walking the walk. The idea proves to be just as relevant when we seek to apply it to our own day.

At each station you will need:

Some pictures of people who look “bad types”. You can Google images to find these:  Gang member; tramp; prisoner; Beagle Boys etc.

Some pictures of people who look respectable: Business woman; minister; doctor; politician etc.

A card that says “YES” and a card that says “NO”.

The following instructions printed out in large type

INSTRUCTIONS

Activity

Look at the pictures of people.

Which of them do you think is likely to stop and help an old man to cross the road? 

Sort the pictures into two piles those you think would help and those you think wouldn’t.

Put one pile of the helpers next to the “YES” card and the other pile with the “NO” card.

Read from the Bible

Jesus said:

I will tell you a story about a man who had two sons. Then you can tell me what you think. The father went to the older son and said, “Go work in the vineyard today!” His son told him that he would not do it, but later he changed his mind and went. The man then told his younger son to go work in the vineyard. The boy said he would, but he didn’t go. Which one of the sons obeyed his father?

“The older one,” the chief priests and leaders answered.

Then Jesus told them:

You can be sure that tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you ever will!

Matthew 21.28-31 CEV

Consider

One son said he wouldn’t do what his father wanted. But he did.

The other son said he would do what his father wanted. But he didn’t.

How we act is more important than what we say we believe. Of course it would be better to say we believe in God and to do what he wants. Those who look least likely can prove to be the ones who are God’s people by what they do.

Prayer

Lord God,

help me to be, not just a person who says that I follow you,

but someone who shows that I am a true follower by what I do.

Amen.

Before you leave the station please put it back as you found it for the next person.
© Andrew Gamman & Caroline Bindon, Stations for Parables of Jesus (Auckland: Kereru Publishing, 2014) – used with permission.
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
Amazing grace WOV 56; H&P 215; SIS 401; CMP 31; S1 18

Amazing grace/ My chains are gone S4 1718

At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33

Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

Come let us with our Lord arise MHB 661; WOV 297; H&P 575
Crown him with many crowns MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255; CMP 109; S1 77

God of grace, God of mercy S4 1817

Great and deep the Spirit’s purpose  AA 55

Heaven shall not wait S1 151

I danced in the morning WOV 183

Let all be one in mind and heart WOV 186

Let justice roll down AA 85
Lord of creation to you be all praise WOV 557; H&P 699; CMP 440
Love is your way HIOS 95

O for a heart to praise my God MHB 550; WOV 476; H&P 536; CMP 495
O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; WOV 514; H&P 704; CMP 501; S1 391

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry WOV 199; H&P 84; CMP 538
We have heard the call S3 2118

We’re here because of grace S3 1590
When I needed a neighbour WOV 558

Where cross the crowded ways of life MHB 895; WOV 532; H&P 431
Wonderful grace CMP 966; S2 1070


	Prayers

	Call to worship

Come and worship the powerful Lord

who performs glorious deeds and mighty wonders.

Trust in him 

obey his teachings
and forget not anything he has done.

Based on Psalm 78.4&7.
Collect 
Father of all, 
you gave your only Son, 
to take upon himself the form of a servant 
and to be obedient even to death on a cross. 
Give us the same mind that was in Christ Jesus 
that, sharing in his humility, 
we may come to be with him in his glory; 
for he lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A Prayer for Humility

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. (Philippians 2.3-4)

Creator of the foundations of the earth,

May I wear the jersey of humility 

with a self-knowledge found in the simple life style.

Let those who quest for power and privilege 

realise their deepest desires 

are met, not in worshipping their own ego, 

or putting others down, 

instead in the contemplation 

of parenting a maturity in others, 

to let the meek inherit the earth, 

through our courage to scrum together, Amen.

© John Howell from Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: St Paul’s Union Church, 2009) used with permission.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Why not get some of the children to take up the offering today? You could give one of them a short offering prayer to read when they bring it up to the front of the church.

	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow link
[image: image7.png]YEAH
B8R





	Yeah, Nah
New Zealand slang can sometimes be a bit hard to understand for Kiwis, and down-right confusing for foreigners. For instance, thanks to a series of popular billboards “Yeah, right” means “I don’t believe you at all.” 
Even more confusing than that is another real Kiwi expression that seems to be popular at present: “Yeah, Nah”.
What do you think it means?

It could mean “yes” and it could mean “no”. Most often it means neither one, nor the other. It is deliberately in-between. So it usually means “yes, sort-of, but not really.” 

It can be confusing when someone says “yes” they will do something, when they mean “no” they won’t. Likewise when they say “no” they won’t do something and then go ahead and do it. Jesus told a story about two boys that did just that.

Read Matthew 21.28-30 from a children’s Bible.
I can’t imagine that the father was really pleased with the response of either boy. But which one obeyed his dad?  

The point that Jesus was making was how we act is more important than what we say. We might say we believe in Jesus… but it is more important for us to do things that he said, like loving one another and lending a hand when people are in need of help.
Prayer

Lord Jesus,
help us not to be “yeah, nah”  Christians

who say we follow you, but don’t do anything about it.
Instead may we be true followers who love other people, 
and to show that love by being helpful and kind.

Amen.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  Scroll down for a children’s bulletin in MS Word.


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	Google images for:
· Parable of the two sons
The Parable on YouTube

· Illustrations with a lovely English accented voice-over (2 min 38 sec)
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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