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Sunday 26 October 2014
The Face of God
Year A - Pentecost 20 - 62A

As Andrew is currently on study leave, this week’s resource has been prepared by Alan K Webster.

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Broader preparation
Creativity
Music 

Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Deuteronomy 34.1-12 The Lord shows Moses the land of promise. Moses appoints Joshua as his successor and dies in the land of Moab.
Psalm 90.1-6,13-17 A prayer of Moses, praising the eternal God and seeking his help. “In all generations you have been our home.”
1 Thessalonians 2.1-8 Paul writes of his work for the church of Thessalonica. “We cared so much for you… that we were willing to give our lives for you.”
Matthew 22.34-46 The Pharisees try to test Jesus by asking him what the most important commandment is. He replies that the first is to love the Lord and the second is to love others. He then asks them a question about the Messiah which they are unable to answer.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links

	In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year A – Pentecost 19 – 62A (23 October 2011.) Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Deuteronomy:
· This is about transitions...about one much loved leader moving off centre- stage and another coming on. This is about what we call passing on the mantle: steeping into someone else’s shoes...about honouring what has gone before not by comparison unfavourably with someone new, but simply celebrating old and new alongside each other. Note how the text flicks back and forth between the two leaders: affection, respect, and love shine from this little paragraph.
· The phrase “one who has seen the face of God” is utterly beautiful. Antoine St Exupery uses that phrase to describe the joy of acrobatic flying above the clouds, free to move in all dimensions in his aeroplane: Mother Teresa uses it somewhere to describe seeing the humanity of a dying beggar in the streets of Calcutta. It seems to me to be a description of a moment of consciousness, a flash of connection, an alignment with the numinous and the holy that catches us unaware, so that we are speechless with wonder...and this was Moses’ habit, his story, his character. What a man!

· “Seeing the face of God” is in the moment: mindfulness: being aware that we are not just flesh and blood but connected intimately to God who loves us. In this context, Moses face to face with god is warm, friendly, embracing: not at all the terror and utter holiness with which many of the encounters with God describe

· Surveying where he had been, and where those he loved would go: here, from the top of the mountain...in formal Maori introductions, we describe where we have come from in terms of a mountain, a river, a tribe and family...If you were to describe your own beginning place, and imagine your views on that mountain, on that river what perspectives might emerge? 
Psalm 90 is rich in perspectives on both the fragility of our lives and the call to wonder, to be “in the moment” mindfully aware of who we are in God’s eyes, and in the large perspective down through time. See prayers below for a way of personalising it

I Thessalonians 2
· This is about motives...why we do things. Paul puts his motives up for consideration, so that his sincerity and authenticity are up for close examination. Possible motives for misinterpretation are to fool or trick his hearers, to use them for his own self-aggrandisement, for an ego-trip, for his own or his friends’ gain (“greed”) or to flatter or manipulate people. Comparison with recent political electoral behaviour springs to this mind!
· Paul boldly numbers possible misinterpretations (were they specific criticisms from specific people? nobody knows, now) and says “ I was and am innocent...like a child or a mother, with my motives clearly apparent, and innocent of guile. 
· Remember Jesus’ commendation of Nathaniel? [John 1:47] What a character reference!
· Paul’s message wasn’t ear-massage: telling people what they necessarily wanted to hear. Neither was it condemnatory: it was Good News that he brought (“gospel”) to people who by and large received it with enthusiasm
 Matthew 22:34-46
· The gospel is good news..and it is news that calls for not just intellectual assent. We act upon what we hear, and here Jesus confronts, albeit indirectly, those who would turn relationship with God into a matter for intellectual debate. Jesus’ answer to the intellectual question (“How do you rank the instructions for godliness?”) is a personal challenge: not to know stuff, but to love. 
· Suddenly religious debate becomes personal call: to love God, and to love your neighbour; not a choice of any particular law over another, but a theme for living, an underlying principle, a core value. It would have come directly back at the questioner: ask someone which football team they support and you get an answer that doesn’t matter much (!) but remind them through a question that an action is called for and a whole new dynamic appears.
· Matthew records their motives (see also Thessalonians passage above) as being to test Jesus...to put him on the spot, to show him up. We can come to Jesus with questions, with pleas for help, for information even: this approach not about what Jesus had to offer but was all about being a smart-arse...

· Love is at the centre of it all...love is at the heart and the hands of the gospel ...love is what motivates God, and the family of God
· Love is the better of another...

	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain has a sweet little passage where Tom, in love with Becky Thatcher, takes her punishment. It’s the beginning of Chapter 20..you’d probably have to edit it for reading as part of a service?
Pay it Forward (2000, directed by Mimi Leder, available on video is a lovely little film about a student whop responds to his teacher’s challenge to change the world, by doing random acts of kindness for others instead of “paying people back”, with enormous effects. It’s based on a true story

We have all been in situations where we have seen shop assistants treat customers rudely– but a few years ago now a friend of mine reported taking some mental health patients to the very upmarket Ballantynes for some needed clothes. According to her, the expedition which the health staff had been dreading became a huge success: all the assistants treated everyone, client and carer, like royalty, and transformed a chore into a special occasion. Treating others as you would like to be treated: now, who was it who used that as a measure of love?

Not too long ago I was in a social situation where in general conversation a topic came up that I knew one member of our group had a very special and extensive knowledge at hand. Had he weighed in, everyone would have been entertained, informed, enthralled, inspired..but before he could get going, a more fragile member of our party offered his own story. I waited with bated breath for the inevitable offering and even more inevitable comparison: but my friend held his peace, and allowed another person to have the limelight. He did not “top” the story with a better one of his own...he quietly elected to let someone else retain the limelight. (How often in churches do we have to stop adults answering the questions put for the children?) The need to hog the limelight, to claim our space in the sun can be a trap..my friend showed me something important then, and I shall always hold it close.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	· Love up...and love in...and love out . God is not “up” of course, any more than our chests contain the seat of our emotions: but using hand movement to reference a God-move, a heart-move and a neighbour move will be understood by all except the most literal of your congregation! Teh right people in yoruj congregation may be able to choreograph a dance to this.
· “Love” needs exploring, explaining...to love God is to want to please him, to be in alignment with his lines, to be creating as he creates, to be dinging as he sings, to be dancing as he dances

· Exegeting Charles Wesley’s “Love divine, all loves excelling” (the words are difficult to modernise...I’m still trying...) will surprise those of your congregation who have, for whatever reason, not thought much about their content. 


	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	IDEA: What if you gave everyone a piece of paper and got them to write down what would make a perfect hour. Stress it’s got to be achievable..not  “Win Lotto” “instant mastery of concert piano” or “world peace” (?) Maybe they’d begin with a favourite chair...avocado on rye...a triple-shot flat white coffee ...an early episode of Mr Bean...followed by the third Fawlty Towers...a back rub and a Macadamia Nut Bar..and forty winks to follow. I know someone who’d write that on their paper!
then when everyone’s written them down, and named them, you could

· Pop them in a hat and get someone to draw out a random one to make come true as much as possible

OR

· Say ”Okay..now find out what your friend/significant other would put in those categories and supply it”

OR

· Get people to read out their own ones..have a laugh..and then say “ Okay: we maybe can’t do all they want, but maybe this week we could do some of some of these as practical expressions of love”

IDEA: There are some great “secular” songs about love, of course (are they ever about anything else!) 

· “Love is a many splendoured thing”, the old Frank Sinatra staple, has the line in it “Love is nature's way of giving a reason to be living” that is worth looking at, especially if you substitute “God” for “nature”. (I prefer Andy Williams singing it..but you may not!)
· “In the Name of Love” (U2, the Unforgettable Fire) is a wonder-filled song, crammed with Biblical imagery, and an unforgettable refrain. It’s about Martin Luther King Jr, and according to Rolling Stone Magazine anyway, is the 378th out of 500th best song ever. (No 1 was Bob Dylan’s Like a Rolling Stone : which fact I find funny! And the word most used in all those 500 songs? Why, “love” of course…more than 1000 times!)
QUOTES

“The opposite of love is not hate, it's indifference. The opposite of art is not ugliness, it's indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy, it's indifference. And the opposite of life is not death, it's indifference.” 

― Elie Wiesel

“I'm selfish, impatient and a little insecure. I make mistakes, I am out of control and at times hard to handle. But if you can't handle me at my worst, then you sure as hell don't deserve me at my best.” 

― Marilyn Monroe
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.” 

― Martin Luther King Jr.,
 A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
John Thornley’s suggestions:

May the God of new beginnings   FFS 49

Go gently, go lightly  HIOS 35

Nothing is lost on the breath of God  FFS 50

Alan’s suggestions:
One more step along the road I go (Sydney Carter)
Your hand O Lord has guided your flock from age to age WOV389

Will you offer me compassion AA 160

When we walk with the Lord MHB516; WOV 531

When I needed a neighbour were you there WOV558

They’ll know we are Christians by our love (SIS? not sure)

The journey of life may be easy WOV 670

The Church is made of people (Norman Brookes)

Tell my people I love them MP 630

A new Commandment WOV 567

Brother sister let me serve you AA8

Faith has set us on a journey FFS 14

	Prayers

	A SNAPPY CAL TO WORSHIP
READER ONE: love in action...love’s inaction

READER TWO: when there’s a queue, who goes first?

READER ONE: when there’s a line, who’s at the front?

READER TWO When I’m in a hurry, who gets left behind?

READER ONE: When I am walking towards a small gap, who holds back?

READER TWO Who’s first?

READER ONE: Who’s last?

READER TWO: Who was first into this row of seats this morning?

READER ONE: Who came first into the building?

READER TWO: Who got everything they needed, and when did they get it?

READER ONE: Now, if this was someone I was trying to impress, what would I do  differently?

READER TWO: If this was someone I really really loved, what might I do more graciously?

READER ONE: If I wanted someone else to treat me as if I were really special, what would I expect them to do?

READER TWO: Would it be different from what I have just done?

READER ONE: Aaaah...would I be loving?

READER TWO As I am loved, so I love

READER ONE: As I love, so I am loved

Pause

READER ONE: May my loving thoughts  be marked by my loving acts

READER TWO:  to the measure I am loved

READER ONE: beyond the measure I am loved

READER TWO: let me love...in word and deed...in thought and in life...to all I meet
BOTH Amen

alan k webster
Psalm 90 paraphrase [1]

I look at my grandchildren

And suddenly I remember that I too am a grandchild...

That within my memory someone looked at me and saw a grandchild

And that my grandparents were themselves grandchildren, 

looked at with loving eyes, exclaiming in delight as I took my first steps,

uttered my first sentences, grew in understanding.

And suddenly I am part of a stream, of ongoing generations, of a blinking glimpse of whatever it means to be me

How much more it must be for you who sees beyond our time, beyond our vision:

How much more you who see not just those in one line down generations but everyone...

How much more your view of time, of timeliness, of how quickly any one person vanishes from the stage

And how precious it is to be considered your children, and for us to call you father

Lord:

At those times when we struggle with events and experiences that loom too close for perspective

When we fee insignificant, overlooked, unsure

Remind us of the beauty of being part of family

Remind us of those joys and glories that you entrust to us

Remind us again of the nature of Love

And keep us encircled in the confidence of being valued, of being of worth in your eyes

For always and always and always

-alan k webster
Psalm 90 Paraphrase II

Lord

You have been my dwelling place


The place of security and warmth

The place I come back to when I feel  lost and frightened

The place that holds my heart as I roam

Down through the generations

As I look at my grandfather’s books on my shelf, 

remember the conversations with him, 

hear with wonder new branches of the family recounting their encounters with you

I am given a glimpse of something astounding:

· Before the mountains were brought forth or you had even formed the earth and the world

You are, were and will be God

I embrace that sense of being part of an unfolding story 

writ not just on family page, 

on kiwi page, 

on the page of human history

 but as integral part of the whole of creation’s story

You turn us back to dust and say “Turn back you mortals” - a thousand years in your sight are but yesterday when it has passed..”

time plays tricks on us,

 with a sudden realisation of the passing of the years, 

an unveiling of care over a time we had thought ourselves alone:

 the moving past of what seemed interminable: 

how much more will your perspective bring upon our all-too-brief time here breathing in the place?

You sweep all away, 

not destructively but simply in that great cycle that sees life and death, 

birth and passing, 

renewal and decay 

as supporting one another, 

leading to and from one another 

in a beautiful rhythm of pace, 

resourcing, 

enabling:

 I will make way for those who follow just as surely as others made way for me before me.

 Grass grows:

 trees reach for the sky: 

even rock and valley change over time, 

but in the grace-filled  seasonal and centennial flow, 

the move through microsecond and aeons of unimaginable time 

All is good, all is good.

When we stand before the judgement seat of our own conscience 

we can and do make excuses, Lord:

 when we stand in the courts of people less interested and more objective 

those excuses fall away and leave us revealed:

 How much more would our motives, 

our self-interest, 

our protestations of altruisms and selflessness 

look shabby 

if there were true clarity,

 the shining light of absolute truth 

upon our thoughts, words and deeds? 

Before that idea I can only plead for understanding and mercy,

 I can only run to your grace, Lord...

One lifetime of doing this can break us, 

can make us erect facades of self-deception:

 Lord, I would be one who knows myself with clarity...

with gentleness, 

with wry humour, 

with love: 

I would see myself as you see me 

in all my petty failings 

and just as petty triumphs,

 
in the glory of what I hope to do and be through you..

One lifetime seems somehow so short, so brief a time to appreciate the wonderful gift of life!

But I look around: 

I look at this wonder-filled world...

I rejoice with my fellows in shared interests,

 in open-mouthed wonder at grandchildren, 

at a 1950s spy camera, 

at licorice ice-cream, 

at the Kaueranga Valley mists drifting below,

 at a pocket pipe organ hidden behind plush curtains, 

at striped cups in a wire tray, 

at cock pheasants sparring in a roadside dell, 

at tears springing in the eyes of an acquaintance recounting how he turned off his brother’s life-support when no-one else would do it “Because of my medical background: I was an orderly”, 

the resonance of my own voice finding “ Sister dawn, what’s that flower you have on” in the tiled lining of the shower cubicles in the friary....

I look around, 

and I am quietly, serenely, joyously grateful...

Lord, keep me glad 

for opportunities,

 openings, 

insights, 

perspectives, 

images, 

encounters with You...

-alan k webster



	Communal 

Sharing


	· What would it look like if your hired the local hardware store hotdog stand and gave away hotdogs instead of selling them? A discreet “Part of our community since 1929 (?) or whatever sign, with no aim other than to serve, might show your community practical love.
· Similarly, cleaning up a river, beach, stretch of road, park or bit of bush just because you love...with no fishhooks/pamphlets/notices/invitations ( in my experience, people in the community can be suspicious of advertising gimmicks...)

	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow link

	· Guess How Much I Love You? (Sam McBratney, Walker 1994: available in your local library or bookstore) is a children’s book with Mummy rabbit telling baby rabbit how much she loves him…it turns out she loves him a big/much as the whole world. It’d make for a great little drama, (with the narrator dressed up as a rabbit?) and various members of the congregation acting it out on the spot…

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint

	http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/26398/I-Choose-Thankful 
is a $US14 mini-movie that is quite lovely...a Psalm 90 reference, in my opinion! 

(easy to download and use...)
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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