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200 Years of the Gospel
Year B - Christmas Day - 05B

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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Introduction
Outline for Family Service
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Gospel Bicentenary 

Extra Prayers
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links


	Isaiah 62.6-12 A promise of restoration and rebuilding… “you will be called, 

‘The Lord's Own People, The Ones He Rescued!'”
Psalm 97 A song in praise of the Lord who rules the whole earth. “The heavens announce, ‘The Lord brings justice!’ Everyone sees God's glory.”
Titus 3.4-7 God sent Jesus to be our Saviour. By his grace he has given us his Spirit and the hope of eternal life.
Luke 2.1-20 Luke tells of Joseph and Mary’s trip to Bethlehem where Mary gave birth to her first-born son. An angel told a group of shepherds that the baby was the Christ. Hearing this news they hurried off to see him and found the baby lying on a bed of hay.
(These are the lectionary readings given for Christmas Dawn)


	Introduction / Background

	This service plan is designed for a brief family Christmas Day service. It is structured around the reading from Luke’s gospel as well as the commemoration of the Bicentenary of the Gospel being preached in New Zealand. 

May you know the presence of the Lord and may be bring you joy and peace this Christmas. 



	Outline for a Family Service
Ctrl+Click to follow links

Components of this service marked with an asterisk are also being used in the Christmas Day Bicentennial service at Oihi Bay
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	Call to worship
On this happy day

and in this holy place

we come to celebrate the birth of a baby
who was born to reveal God’s nature to us.
This is good news of great joy.

Come, let us worship him.
Carol   Joy to the world  WOV 224; H&P 77; CMP 393; S1 305 *
Welcome and prayer
Lord Jesus,

today we celebrate 

as we remember your birth in Bethlehem.

We join with the angels and sing

“Glory to God in the highest!”

You are Emmanuel - God with us

Taking our flesh - Living in our world

Bringing light to our lives.

May we find your presence with us

when our hearts overflow with joy

and when they are heavy with sadness.

In times of need 

and in times of abundance.

When we are secure 

and when we are lost.
Our Lord, be born in us today.

Seek us, find us, 

save us, restore us.

May we carry your grace

and shine your light

into a darkened and needy world

and continue to spread 

your marvellous gospel of love. Amen
The Advent Wreath - Lighting the Christmas candle 
With the lighting of the centre candle today all the candles on your wreath will be alight.

This very day 

a Saviour was born for you. 

He is Christ the Lord, 

the true light that shines on everyone
Praise God in heaven!

and peace on earth to everyone

with whom God is pleased
(Light the centre Christmas candle)
What did you get for Christmas?

Call the children forward and ask them to show their Christmas gifts.
Reading from the prophet   Isaiah 52.7-10 *
Christmas appeal offering

This year’s 69th annual Christian World Service Christmas Appeal has the theme is “Build hope for tomorrow.” 
Resources including prayers, sermon ideas, service sheets and PowerPoint slides are available from the Christian World Service website.
Offertory prayer

Loving God, on this Christmas morning 
we thank you for the wonderful gift 

that you have given to us in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

We are privileged also to be able to bring our gifts 

in support of the Christian World Service Christmas appeal.

With this offering 
we give to you our lives 
dedicated to your will.

Use these gifts and use us

to reveal your love
to empower the powerless

to free the oppressed
and to bring health and healing 

in our troubled world.

In Jesus’ name Amen.
Gospel Bicentennial Nativity Play

This simple Nativity Play can be performed by seven players without a lot of preparation. You will require people for the following parts:

Narrator

Samuel Marsden

Angel (written for one, but adapt if you wish to include more)

Two Shepherds (written for two but more could be included)

Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus (all non-speaking)

Narrator

200 years ago today, on Christmas Day 1814, was the first recorded occasion that the gospel was preached in Aotearoa/ New Zealand. An English missionary called Samuel Marsden arrived on his ship the Active at the invitation of his Maori friend Ruatara. He had sailed from Australia.

Samuel Marsden

(Enter Marsden)

Gidday mates.
Narrator

He stood at a hastily erected pulpit on the beach at Oihi Bay in the Bay of Islands and took as his text Luke 2.10.
Samuel Marsden

(Take the pulpit and announce)

I have good news for you, which will make everyone happy.

Narrator

But that wasn’t really Samuel’s message. He was just reading what had been spoken by an angel years before.

Angel

(Enter the angel who takes the pulpit, pushing Samuel aside)

The one who has good news for you is actually me. This is news which will make everyone happy.

Narrator

But the angel wasn’t speaking from a pulpit on a beach. He was out on the fields speaking to some shepherds.
Angel 

(Enter shepherds. The angel comes away from the pulpit and speaks to them.)

I have good news for you, which will make everyone happy.

Shepherd1

So we have heard. 

Shepherd 2

But what is this good news?

Angel

Good question. The good news is that this very day in Bethlehem a Saviour was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. If you head into town you’ll know who he is, because you will find him a stable, dressed in baby clothes and lying on a bed of hay.

Narrator

No sooner had the angel said this than many other angels appeared all singing praises to God. They sang:  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!”

Carol 
Angels from the Realms of Glory MHB 119; WOV 235; H&P 92; 
            CMP 35; S2 631
Shepherd 1

We’ve heard what the angel said. So what are we waiting for?

Shepherd 2

Let's go to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. 

Shepherd 1

Let’s see what exactly it is that the Lord has told us about.

(The shepherds hurry off)

Carol
See him lying on a bed of straw  H&P 118; CMP 589

While the carol is being sung Joseph and Mary come to centre stage around the manger with baby Jesus (Mary can be holding a real baby or a doll) 

Shepherd 1

(Speaking to Joseph and Mary)

This is a very special baby.

Shepherd 2
We know that for sure, because when we were out in the fields an angel appeared to us and told us about him.

Shepherd 1

The angel said that this baby is the Messiah… the Christ.

Shepherd 2
He is our Saviour… our Lord.

Carol 
Away in a manger MHB 860; WOV 242; H&P 94; CMP 47; S1 36
Narrator

So it was that good news came. It came to the shepherds in the field outside Jerusalem. It came to the people gathered at Oihi Bay. And it comes to us today. This is the good news: God loved the world so much that he sent his only Son to us, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life. When Samuel Marsden had preached this good news on the beach at Oihi Bay three or four hundred Maori gathered around Marsden and broke into a spontaneous haka as a sign of appreciation. 

All 

(All except Mary who is holding the baby stand and chant together)

Ka nukunuku

Ka nukunuku

Titore ki nga tai o Tokerau

E hora ne

Me he Pipiwhararauroa

Takota te pai

Takota te pai

It is moving

It is shifting

Gaze upon the tides of Tokerau

Spread before us 

Like the Pipiwhararauroa

It is good 

All is well

Narrator

The gospel is a message of hope and new beginnings. This haka also speaks of signs of hope and new beginnings. It tells of the shining cuckoo bird (the pipiwhararauroa) which returns to New Zealand each spring after spending winter the tropics. When you hear its piercing song you know that spring is coming.

Carol 
Te Harinui  AA 98; COC 31 *
New Zealand composer, Katherine Faith (Willow) Macky (1921-2006), wrote her carol Te Harinui about Marsden’s historic sermon. 

Wrap up *
The text below comes from “A statement for the Gospel Bicentenary” which was prepared by an ecumenical group of church leaders.
“The early missionaries believed in a God who would ultimately work out all things according to his own sovereign plan. In the same way we believe that, in spite of human failings and limitations, the Creator’s purposes will be established in these islands. We believe too, in the rule and reign of the Kingdom of God, which like a small kauri sapling grows to become a tree giving life to many things.

“Like many who have gone before, we seek to fashion ways of life and faith that are both faithful to Christian scripture and tradition and, at the same time, authentically indigenous to this land of Aotearoa New Zealand.

“In line with scriptural principles and the promise of a new world where justice reigns, we affirm our commitment to the proclamation of the gospel and to work for a renewed society in which the great potential of human life within these islands will be fully realised.”
Let us, as twenty-first century followers of Jesus Christ in this land of Aotearoa New Zealand, recommit ourselves to Christ, his message and his mission. 
Carol 
Hark the herald angels (MHB 117; WOV 227; H&P 106; CMP 211; 
            S1 144 *
Blessing 

May this baby, born in Bethlehem,
who became known as the Prince of Peace,
bring peace to you this Christmas Day

and throughout the year ahead.
Distribute Christmas Cake to the congregation as they leave.


	Extra Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa
COC: Carol our Christmas
CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Carols and songs

A child was born in Bethlehem COC 1
All over creation COC 3

All people that on earth do dwell MHB 2; WOV 10; H&P 1; CMP 20; S1 13 (This was
      the hymn that Marsden used in his Christmas Day service 200 years ago and it will also be used at the 
      Bicentenary Ecumenical Service at Oihi Bay)
Born in the night, Mary's child  WOV 642; H&P 95; CMP 62

Child in the manger, infant of Mary  WOV241; CMP 71
Christians awake MHB 120; WOV 231; H&P 96; CMP 80; S2 653
Come to this Christmas singing COC 16

Emmanuel, Emmanuel SIS 238; CMP 121; S2 675

For unto us a child is born SIS 42
Good Christians all, rejoice MHB 143; WOV 238; H&P 104: CMP 196

How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

Infant holy, infant lowly WOV 225; CMP 342

Joy has dawned upon the world S4 1943
Love came down at Christmas MHB 138; WOV 243; H&P 105; CMP 451
O come all you faithful MHB 118; WOV 228; H&P 110; CMP 491; S1 380
O come let us adore him SIS 87
O little town of Bethlehem  MHB 125; WOV 240; H&P 113; CMP 503
Once in royal David’s city MHB 859; WOV 237; H&P 114; CMP 539; S1 404

Silent night, holy night  WOV 236; H&P 112; CMP 597; S1 455
Star-Child, earth-Child COC 40

The first Nowell MHB 131; WOV 221; H&P 119; CMP 644; S2 974
Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation WOV 218; H&P 127; CMP 714
While Shepherds watched their flocks  MHB 129; WOV 223; H&P 120; CMP 764; 

     S2 1059


	Gospel Bicentenary
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Gospel Bicentenary Commemoration 2014
Christmas Day 1814 was the first recorded occasion that the gospel was preached in Aotearoa/ New Zealand. Samuel Marsden had sailed from Australia on his ship the Active at the invitation of his Maori friend Ruatara. He preached on the beach at Oihi Bay in the Bay of Islands and took as his text Luke 2.10, “Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy.”
In this first Christian service we have the roots of our bicultural partnership and the laying of the Christian foundations in Aotearoa / New Zealand. Oihi Bay became the location for the first European settlement in New Zealand under the protection of the Rangihoua Pa. 

Later, in 1907, a large Celtic cross was erected, which still stands on the site. From this location can be seen the terraces where those first Europeans took up their residence.

Acknowledge in your service today the bicentennial commemoration of this significant event.
Oihi Bay, Christmas Day 1814 painting by Jack Morgan from the Alexander Turnbull Library.



	Extra Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow links
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	Collects
God of light and hope, 

of stars and surprises: 

open our eyes to your glory 

and our hearts to your presence, 

that we may respond with joy to the angel song; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Good News

The text for Samuel Marsden’s sermon on Christmas Day 2014 was Luke 2.10 “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people”.

Living Lord, God of history

your Son Jesus Christ brought us the Good News

of a God who loves and cares for his people

who forgives and restores and reconciles

We now stand in line 

with those who have both believed and declared

this Good News through the centuries

We thank you today for your servant Samuel Marsden

who first proclaimed this news in Aotearoa

at Rangihoua on Christmas Day 200 years ago

We thank you that this same Good News 

still has power to bring hope to the hurting

and reconciliation to those who are estranged

Continue to inspire us afresh we pray

by our words and by our deeds

to carry to all the peoples of this land

the Good News of great joy

Amen

© Andrew Gamman
Prayer – commemorating the bicentenary of Samuel Marsden’s first service
Marsden had made a friend with Ruatara, the Maori beside him at Oihi in the Bay of Islands.  Unless we can be friends, the gospel will not be heard.  Being a friend means learning from each other.

God of love,

Thank you for the gift of a friend,

a friend who listens to my story,

who cares for me when I am sick,

who lifts me when I feel down,

who brings joy into my life.

Thank you for the friendship of Ruatara and Marsden,

and the celebration at Oihi in 1814.

For their words of joy to the people of the land,

and the open response from them, 

we are grateful.

As we remember 200 years of partnership,

times of war and misunderstanding,

times of peace and enrichment,

we confess to the mixed blessings of our history.

Loving and forgiving God,

when we renew our friendships with each other,

may we put aside the divisions within Christendom

and speak and act with grace.

Let our witness transcend our differences,

so we can find the treasures of past joys

for future hopes and confidence.

We pray our spiritual traditions,

seeded in 1814 and later, 

may continue to evolve 

into an abundant garden

as we graft new buds together in Aotearoa,

Amen.
© John Howell
The Lord’s Prayer

E to matou Matua i te rangi

Kia tapu tou Ingoa.

Kia tae mai tou rangatiratanga.

Kia meatia tau e pai ai

ki runga ki te whenua,

kia rite ano ki to te rangi. Homai ki a matou aianei

he taro ma matou mo tenei ra.

Murua o matou hara,

Me matou hoki e muru nei

i o te hunga e hara ana ki a matou

Aua hoki matou e kawea kia whakawaia;

Engari whakaorangia matou i te kino:

Nou hoki te rangatiratanga,

te kaha, me te kororia,

Ake ake ake. Amine
Weaving the strands
To be read by three people. 

Have them stand in a row one behind the other. When it is their turn to speak they each approach the microphone in graceful dance. The speaker moves gracefully, gently, respectfully from the back of the line to the front to read, weaving alternatively left and right. After speaking their lines, they’d go to the back, the other way, weaving their hands and bodies appropriately - each in imitation of a braiding, a weaving of a kite/food basket. (You might want to give these instructions to a dancer/choreographer to explicate).

The imagination is that ONE as Tangata whenua/people of the land, TWO as Manuhiri/visitors, and THREE as modern commentary. Possibly some kind of extra cues might help: a greenstone taonga, a cross, and a pair of spectacles on a chain worn around the necks of the readers?

Begin by doing some silent braiding of green flax leaves, with each taking part.
ONE: 
What we imagine begins from what we know.
TWO: 
What we hope for depends on our dreams.
THREE: What happens to us is read backwards by what happens next.
ONE:  
On that day in 1814 the unimaginable happened: 

TWO: 
On that day hopes and dreams were preached, given voice, embodied by all who were present.
THREE: On that day two cultures met

ONE:  and a process began that is still weaving, 

shifting around in a delicate dance 

that sometimes produces beauty, sometimes confusion, sometimes
anger…
TWO: 
the people who came brought what they knew as hope

ONE: 
the people who heard 

listened and interpreted: 

 not just from the man translating, but from all that was new:

 colours 

(red, red uniforms, 

                        the blue of a Union Jack,

                        the whites of unnatural dyes), 

shapes (a multi-storied sailing vessel, an animal that allowed a person on its back to control it) and... perhaps most of all, 

the intricate weavings of body-language, of strut and smile, of gesture and movement...

a culture being observed.
TWO: 
People bringing something of value: 

words like forgiveness, 

                         destiny,

                         love 

                         and the mystery of grace

THREE: and in the midst of the swirling dancing weavings, 

a new shape being woven: 

something to take pride in down through two centuries of culture-
weft and warp, 

an ideal often betrayed, 

often besmirched, 

                                    often almost lost 

                                    but yet still winking down through the years...

that these strands strengthen each other, 

that we are the stronger for each other,

 that we need each other.
ONE: 
One day: not separated as a calendar-day by those who heard.
TWO: 
One day: redolent with significance for those who spoke...

memories of Christmases in the snow, 

services in ancient stone churches,

 connection with the vast history of Christendom

ONE: 
and listeners,

 hearing and seeing not just the words of those who came to live good
 news.
TWO: 
Words offered to a translator.
ONE: 
Words heard from a translator.
TWO: 
Gestures from one who would minister good news.
ONE: 
Watchers, assessing, evaluating, wondering...

TWO: 
A Christmas full of strangeness.
ONE: 
A day, this day, full of strangeness.
THREE: The day when the story is offered 

                       to those who have heard 

                       and to those who have not heard:

The day when the relationships are once again set out: 

a mother, 

a baby, 

                        strangers come to see,

                         the difference that hope can make.
The day touched by God.
ONE: 
The day touched by God.
TWO: 
The day touched by God.
THREE: We gather this day to remember...

ONE:
 to remember the strangeness of what we say, 

and how it is heard by those who watch what we do

TWO: 
to tell out the story again and again...

the Christmas story, 

                        the Marsden story, 

                        the story of those who would tell 

                        and those would hear

THREE: to live out the story, 

weaving its strength and its beauty into the whole perspective of our lives

ONE: 
in the knowledge that God will guide

TWO: 
in the hope that we will hear.
THREE: In the expectation of abounding grace in all that we remember, 

all that we say, 

                       and all that we do.
ONE TWO and THREE: Amen 

© Alan K Webster 2014



	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	Google images for Nativity

The Brick Testament tells the story “Jesus is Born” in 45 slides  
Christmas themed cartoons from reverendfun

The birth of Jesus in Christian art



Endings and new beginnings

As our funding has run to an end, the Refresh Ministry of Mission Resourcing will close at the end of this year and Sunday 28 December 2014 will be the last edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”.  

I am grateful to the many people who have been willing to generously share their songs, prayers and resources though this medium, as well as those who have contributed financially to enable production to continue over the past five years. I have always enjoyed the weekly challenge of seeking to relate the lectionary readings to contemporary culture and have been especially encouraged by my daily email correspondence. 

With endings also comes beginnings. I will be taking a half-time pastoral position in Whangaparaoa Methodist Parish in 2015, while also working at e-publishing Christian resources independently of the Methodist Church. My wife and I established Kereru Publishing last year with the aim of resourcing Christian spirituality. As many people have expressed a desire to continue to get a weekly lectionary resource from me, I am contemplating producing a stripped-down version. It has been tentatively called, “Taking flight”. At this stage it is still an idea, but I’d like to know if this is something you’d find useful. The details are still to be worked out, but my thinking is that there would need to be some charge, maybe $25 NZD for 25 issues, and enough subscribers to warrant pursuing this initiative. I’d send out a sample in the New Year to those who expressed interest. You can express interest or respond with your thoughts by email to me at andrew@kererupublishing.com
Andrew Gamman
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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