[image: image8.jpg]” on a Tuesday



Sunday 20 July 2014
Live with hope
Year A - Pentecost 6 - 48A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Have you noticed the numbering system we use as a header in “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”? The number for this issue is 48A, and this week I’ve used a highlighter to make it stand out. The number comes from the COCU (Consultation on Church Union) indexing system. This indexing system is particularly useful for accessing archived copies of “10 Minutes on Tuesday” and will allow you to find a resource for each week’s lectionary readings when the on-going production of “10 Minutes” is discontinued at the end of this year. 
Because of the anomalies in the church year, today’s readings for Year A – Pentecost 6 are not the same as Year A – Pentecost 6 in 2011. To find the resource with the same readings you need to look for the edition labelled 48A. Those who are currently receiving the newly produced New Zealand Presbyterian and Methodist lectionary and calendar for 2014-2015 should take note of the covering letter which explains and gives the COCU numbers. You will see that not all numbers are used each year. 
At the end of this year there will be five years of “10 Minutes” archived on the Methodist website. As the early issues did not include a COCU number I am presently working through the archives to add this number to every issue.

Andrew Gamman
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	Genesis 28.10-19a Jacob has a dream in which he sees a ladder reaching to heaven. God promises him the land on which he is sleeping and descendants that will spread over all the earth.

Psalm 139.1-12, 23-24 David declares that the Lord is always so near to us that he knows what we will say even before we say it. “Such wonderful knowledge 

is far above me.”
Romans 8.12-25 Paul reminds the Christians in Rome that they are God’s children and, though they may suffer in the present, God has a wonderful future in store for them.
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 Jesus tells another story about a farmer. An enemy of the farmer sows weeds amongst his wheat and the two plants cannot be divided until harvest time. This parable is only found in Matthew’s gospel.
July – New Zealand Bible Month

To give churches more flexibility and more opportunity to celebrate the Bible, what was “Bible Sunday” has become New Zealand Bible Month this year. This allows churches to select a Sunday (or all four) in the month of July to lift up the Bible and encourage people to read it and apply it to their lives. This particularly helps those churches unable to celebrate on the traditional third Sunday date to still participate in the nationwide Bible Month campaign. The Bible Society has produced a range of useful resources to help churches encourage Bible engagement and help people build a regular habit of Bible reading. To acknowledge the Bicentenary of the Gospel in New Zealand there is a very useful pdf Kiwi Bible Heroes. 
Maori language week 21-27 July 2014
Maori language week begins on Monday 21 July. The theme this year is is ‘Te Kupu o te Wiki', The Word of the Week. Te Kupu o te Wiki will introduce 50 new Maori words to the nation over 50 weeks – that’s one new word a week over a year. After 50 weeks, New Zealanders will have 50 new Maori words in their vocabulary.
Maori language week has been a feature of the New Zealand calendar since 1975.
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Available from kererupublishing.com

	Romans

We continue today our series through the second half of Paul’s letter to the Romans. For a brief introduction to the letter see last week’s edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”. An outline of the whole series is printed below:

Living as believers

13 July ‘14
Romans 8.1-11

Live in the Spirit
47A

20 July ‘14
Romans 8.12-25

Live with hope

48A

27 July ‘14
Romans 8.26-39

Live in God’s love
49A

3 August ‘14
Romans 9.1-5


Live for others

50A

10 August ‘14
Romans 10.5-15

Live to tell others
51A

17 August ‘14
Romans 11.1-2, 29-32
Live in God’s mercy
52A

24 August ‘14
Romans 12.1-8

Live in the body
53A

31 August ‘14
Romans 12.9-21

Live in harmony
54A
Matthew

For those who are following the gospel stream, the previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for Year A can be found in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. You will find there the following series through Matthew’s gospel: 

Jesus: Parables, miracles and oracles

10 July
‘11
Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23
A story about a farmer
47A
17 July ‘11
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43
Weeds in the wheat

48A
24 July
‘11
Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52
Parables of the Kingdom
49A
31 July
‘11
Matthew 14.13-21

Feeding 5000


50A
7 August ‘11
Matthew 14.22-33

Walking on water

51A
14 August ‘11
Matthew 15. 10-28

A woman’s faith 

52A
21 August ‘11
Matthew 16.13-20

Who is Jesus? 

53A
28 August ‘11
Matthew 16.21-28

Take up your cross 

54A

I have also published a low cost eBook “Stations for Parables of Jesus” and this provides station ideas for every one of the Jesus’ parables. The aim of the book is to provide station suggestions bearing in mind that those running services week by week do not have endless resources of time or materials. Therefore the ideas suggested are simple and poignant and each parable has a short introduction to help understand its meaning and context.
Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.



	Preaching thoughts, questions and
illustrations

[image: image4.png]



Steve Jobs 

1955-2011
* Abba – the other 2 New Testament uses of the word are Mark 14.36 & Galatians 4.6. It may have been Jesus who first used the word to refer to God. 

	Come into the family
What comes into your mind at the mention of the word “family”? Our reading from Romans today talks about us being children in God’s family. The family picture that this evokes for you will depend upon your own culture and on your own experiences. At the mention of “family” you may immediately think of those related to you by birth, or by marriage. Maybe family, for you, is those who live in your home… or your family may be spread over many homes. There is really no such thing today as a “typical” family. Families may be blended, adoptive, single-parent or childless. It is the sense of belonging that comes from the love, acceptance and care that is found in a family that is of greater importance than its particular make up.
Paul tells the Roman Christians that they have become sons and daughters in God’s family by adoption. While adoption was not practised by Jews, to the ancient Romans it involved a very serious process. Someone who was adopted was considered to be a new person and any prior debts were completely erased. An adopted child was the possession of the new father and co-heir with the other children. This symbolism was not lost on the early Christians. There is an immediate relevance for us too.

I recently read Walter Isaacson’s biography of Steve Jobs, the co-founder of Apple. Steve was adopted as an infant by Paul and Clara Jobs in February 1955. Paul and Clara were a very ordinary couple but they quickly realised that they had an exceptionally talented and intelligent son. They went out of their way to make him feel special and to cater for his needs. According to Steve, “Both my parents got me. They felt a lot of responsibility once they sensed that I was special. They found ways to keep feeding me stuff and putting me in better schools. They were willing to defer to my needs.”
It is this sort of love and care that is intended by Paul’s family imagery. Romans 8 is one of three passages that uses the untranslated Aramaic word “Abba” as an address for God*. It says, “we become his children and call him Abba.” (Romans 8.15). We can learn from this what it means to be in God’s family. Abba was the intimate term that children would use for their father. Perhaps an English equivalent would be “dad” or “daddy”. Up until the time of Jesus it would have been unthinkable for Jews to use the term to address God. 
I know people who have had a difficult relationship with their own father and find their family experience presents a barrier to regarding God as father, let alone “dad”. For some, thinking instead of God as “mum” is helpful, and it is certainly just as valid. For others it may be better to regard God as the loving parent that they never had. 
For here and now, through joys and through trials we can experience the love and security of coming into God’s family. And although at times we are surrounded by difficulty and confusion we can…
Hope for a better world
While the gospel is all about the way we are redeemed and brought into God’s family, this is something that is both present and to come; now and not-yet. We wait and hope for a fuller revelation of God’s plan. It is obvious (to me) that built within the creation process is the idea of evolution. Evolution for us into an ability to see more clearly, to a better adoption, to a better knowledge of God; and evolution for the environment in which we live into a better world. So Paul writes that the whole of creation will be “set free from decay and would share in the glorious freedom of his children” (Romans 8.21).
This passage puts paid to the idea that God’s plan is just about saving individual souls. We groan together with nature waiting for our redemption (Romans 8.22). God’s plan has a cosmic sweep that encompasses all people and even the whole of the created order. We are not waiting to eventually be extracted to a spirit world, but to inherit a resurrection body to live on a redeemed earth. While this may seem like “end times” talk and so appear to be largely irrelevant to life here and now, that is not the case at all.

In the first place it reminds us that we are to be the stewards of the earth. If this earth is considered by God to be good and have value and is worthy of redemption surely we are obliged to care for it in the here and now. Yet we have damaged the earth buy our lack of care. Environmental concerns are God’s concerns and to be considered a Christian obligation.

The other thing this passage does is to instil a future hope that carries back to the present. We have the promise of a future liberation for ourselves and for the cosmos. At those times when we could be bogged down with the struggles of day to day living, the glow of that glory which is to come shines back through time into our lives here and now giving us encouragement and hope. 
As God’s children we live with hope.



	Broader / Personal
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Ctrl+Click to follow links

	Group Bible study 

This link will take you to a study on Romans 8.19-23 that has been prepared by The Centre of Christian Ethics, Baylor University (scroll down).
Creation dream

This is the first track on Bruce Cockburn’s 1979 album “Dancing in the dragon’s jaw” would make a nice backdrop to today’s reading from Romans. It is what Cockburn has called “a fictional rendering of creation”  Listen on YouTube. Read the lyrics. 
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	Stewards of God’s earth
Create a static display or a PowerPoint slide show to promote a local environmental project and encourage the involvement of your congregation. Possibilities include:
· Look up a nearby project that requires conservation volunteers 
· It is presently planting time in many of the wildlife sanctuaries  - you could organise a group to join in with a volunteer planting day. Contact your local Council for details.
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A Rocha New Zealand also organises projects and planting days

· Organise a local environmental clean-up at a nearby beach, lake, river or roadside.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & songs
Abba father, let me be SIS 305; CMP 3; S1 1

All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620
Almighty Father who dost give MHB 907; WOV 541; H&P 399
Beauty for brokenness CMP 806; S1 37

Blessed assurance MHB 422; H&P 668; CMP 59; S1 52

Christ is the world’s true light WOV 178; H&P 456

Come, O thou all-victorious Lord MHB 347

Create in me a clean heart CMP 108; S2 669

Creator sustainer S4 1772

E te Matua  HIOS 24
Father in heaven grant your children WOV 399; H&P 3
Father of life S4 1790

Father, O my father S4 1789
God of the Bible  FFS 25
He has clothed us with his righteousness S1 153

In Christ alone S1 225
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379; 

      S3 1376

Let there be respect for the earth FFS 43

No eye has seen S2 899

O Father of the fatherless S1 382
Tama ngakau marie  AA 1128
The Lord is a mighty king S1 481

Touch the earth lightly AA 143

We are heirs of the Father WOV 673;  SIS 165
We are his children CMP 955; S1 537



	Prayers

	Collect

Eternal God, 

in Christ you make yourself our guest. 

Amid all our cares and concerns 

make us attentive to your voice 

and alert to your presence, 

that we may prize your word above all else; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
In search of harmony

We come this morning in search of harmony

harmony between the things we hope for 


and the things we see


harmony between what we know 


and what we dream


harmony between the people we would like to be 


and the people we know we are

We come in search of harmony in our world

The harmony that sees beauty and responds creatively

The harmony that heals brokenness of creation, 

that retunes songs run amok

The harmony that rediscovers melodies and resonances 

long thought disappeared

We come in search of harmony between people


Restoring damaged songs

Renewing arrangements and balances

Rebuilding symphonies from scattered fragments

We come in search of greater harmonies…

between nations, between races, between creeds and cultures

We come in search of harmony with God 

The places and the times when we rest in peace and joy, where we know we have heard the songs of the angels

Where ancient and new, 


where sacred and secular, 


where satisfying and exultant 


harmonise in beauty and wonder

And we worship

Our God: Music-maker, Lyricist supreme, Arranger extraordinaire

We offer you what harmony we have 

In love and worship now
© Alan K Webster (used with permission)
Psalm 139 – selection

O Lord, you have examined my heart
and know everything about me.
You know when I sit down or stand up.
You know my thoughts even when I’m far away.
You see me when I travel
and when I rest at home.
You know everything I do.

You know what I am going to say
even before I say it, Lord.
You go before me and follow me.
You place your hand of blessing on my head.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
too great for me to understand!

I can never escape from your Spirit!
I can never get away from your presence!
If I go up to heaven, you are there;
if I go down to the grave, you are there.
If I ride the wings of the morning,
if I dwell by the farthest oceans,
even there your hand will guide me,
and your strength will support me.
I could ask the darkness to hide me
and the light around me to become night—
but even in darkness I cannot hide from you.
To you the night shines as bright as day.
Darkness and light are the same to you

You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body
and knit me together in my mother’s womb.
Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!

You saw me before I was born.
Every day of my life was recorded in your book.
Every moment was laid out
before a single day had passed.
How precious are your thoughts about me, O God.
They cannot be numbered!
I can’t even count them;
they outnumber the grains of sand!
And when I wake up, you are still with me!

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.
Point out anything in me that offends you,
and lead me along the path of everlasting life.
New Living Translation (NLT) copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation
Calling on the Spirit of God

Birth me again, my God

with the bond of a nurturing nest.

Soak me, my God, 

in the purity of the mountain water.

Enthuse me, my God, 

with the thrill of canyon courage.

Rattle my complacency, my God, 

with the turbulence of rushing waters.

As I breathe the words of prayer, 

may the spirit of your light, 

be the words of eternal life. Amen.

© John Howell, Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: St Paul’s Parish Union Church, 2009)  - used with permission


	Communal 

Sharing
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	Bible display

Since it is Bible Month, ask people to bring along Bibles to make a display on a table at the front of the church. Particularly ask for:

     Old family Bibles, 

     Bibles in other languages

     Bibles in unusual English translations

     Bibles that have particular sentimental value

During the service ask people to speak briefly about the Bible that they have brought along. 



	Children
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* Jesus spoke in 
   Aramaic

	What do you call your father?
I’m always interested to hear what children call their father. I’ve got a teenage son and, when we are at home, he calls me “faatisurd”. It’s just a made up word, and I think it is an expression of his sense of humour…  but I don’t mind it because he always seems to say it with love. (When I questioned him he said that he made it up in Dutch!)
A five year old that I know well calls his father by his Christian name. That sounds funny to me… but only because it is different from the way I was taught when I was a child.

In some of the Southern states of USA it is still common for children to call their father “sir”. That sounds very strange and formal to me. It sounds like they are speaking to someone that they don’t know. It feels a bit the same to me when someone calls their dad, ”father”.

So what do you call your father?

I guess “dad” is the most common, although younger children often say, ”daddy”. Some people use the word “pops” for their dad and others say that for their granddad. Sometimes people say “the old man”. I don’t think that’s very nice… but that’s probably because I am getting older. 

Usually the words “dad” or “daddy” represent a close family relationship. You definitely wouldn’t use the word for someone else’s father. 
Before Jesus came people understood God to be like a father – but it was the sort of father that you had to call “sir”. Jesus changed all that. Our Bible reading from Romans today says, “we become his (God’s) children and call him Abba.” (Abba were a Swedish pop group in the 1970s. But that’s not what this means.) You see “abba” is also the word for “dad” or “daddy” in the language that Jesus spoke.* When the Bible says that we are God’s children and call him Abba it means that God wants to have a close, loving, family relationship with us.
Let’s pray

Thank you God that we are your children

and that you love us so much

that we can consider you to be our “dad”.

Amen

For Bible Month the Bible Society has a children’s activity page on the themes of the Bicentenary of the Gospel in New Zealand.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  (scroll down for a children’s bulletin in MS Word)


	PowerPoint
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	In art

This Family Statue by Edwina Sandys is in the garden of the Palace of the Nations, Geneva, Switzerland.

Google images for
· “new heaven and new earth” to find a range of images based on astronomy, fantasy – some inspirational, some comical. 
· “family of God”
Cartoon from reverendfun 

· Guide to new hope
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
3

