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Sunday 14 December 2014
Good news comes to our land
3. God who gives peace
Year B – Advent 3 – 03B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11 Controlled by the Spirit, the prophet tells of the coming time of the Lord’s kindness. The Lord will bring good news: comfort for those that mourn and justice for the oppressed.
Psalm 126 Prisoners are returned from exile and celebrate. Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy.

1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 God wants us to be joyful and to keep praying all the time, giving thanks. The God of peace can be trusted to make us holy. 
John 1.6-8, 19-28  John was baptising people and some were curious about who he was. He denied that he was the Messiah and said that he was preparing the way for the Lord.


	Introduction / Background
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	Advent and Christmas
As Christmas 2014 marks 200 years of the gospel in New Zealand “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following the theme “Good news comes to our land”. Christmas Day 2014 is the bicentennial of Samuel Marsden first preaching the gospel on New Zealand soil at Oihi Bay in Northland. This year we are weaving the Christmas story in with the commemoration of this significant Gospel Bicentenary. The whole series is outlined below:

GOOD NEWS COMES TO OUR LAND

30 Nov  “Chosen to be partners”    1 Corinthians 1.9    Advent 1

              The fascinating story of the partnership between Samuel Marsden and 

              Chief Ruatara

7 Dec     “A new earth where justice will rule”  2 Peter 3.13  Advent 2
              European settlement begins with the arrival of the first missionaries

14 Dec   “God who gives peace”  1 Thessalonians 5.23  Advent 3
               An end to utu?

21 Dec    “Strong by means of my good news” Romans 16.25 Advent 4
                A haka on the beach

25 Dec    Bicentennial commemoration – a brief family service with carols and a 

                nativity play

Some resources that you may find helpful:

· Pray for Peace  resources from The World Methodist Council 

· In the Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find scripts for 13 different Nativity Plays. 
· The Bible Society of New Zealand have Gospel Bicentenary Christmas cards available, especially produced to commemorate 200 years since the first proclamation of the gospel message on New Zealand soil. Each pack contains 12 cards of Leonard C. Mitchell’s painting of Samuel Marsden preaching at Oihi Bay on Christmas Day 1814.
· The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website is loaded with hundreds of resources to help congregations prepare for Advent and celebrate the real meaning of Christmas. 
· The theme for the 69th Christian World Service Christmas Appeal is “Build hope for tomorrow.” Resources including prayers, sermon ideas, service sheets and PowerPoints are available from the Christian World Service website. 
· 25 Stockings to Christmas is a recently published eBook full of devotional ideas. It is suitable for individuals, couples, families or flatmates and you will find an extensive range of resources that can be mixed and matched to enhance your understanding and engagement with the Advent and Christmas season. 

Whose history?

Some of the comments that I made last week bear repeating… When we are surveying any past events, we need to be aware that there is no such thing as an objective history. While I am eager to show the positive impact that the Christian faith has had on our land, there are also true stories of some of the early missionaries having a negative influence. It has been more popular in recent years to only recite the harm that came through both missionaries and settlers. A helpful approach is to be aware of both sides of the issue and to ask of any retelling of the story, “Whose account of history is this?” 

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year B – Advent 3 – 03B (11 December 2011). Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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Mary Glover Bibby’s painting of Tarore from the cover of Joy Cowley’s book

See the article “Early encounter with Christianity in New Zealand” from victoria.ac.nz
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible

	Especially in this Christmas season we recall the song of the angels that proclaimed, “Peace on earth”. The gospel that was preached in New Zealand by the early evangelical missionaries was the gospel of peace. The peace of which they spoke referred to the possibility of reconciliation with God. But, more than that, it was seen as a message of reconciliation between people. 
As the gospel crosses from one culture to another, different aspects of the breadth of God’s love and revelation resonate with different people. Reflecting on his own situation in the first century, the Apostle Paul wrote that Jews require a sign and Greeks seek after wisdom. This morning we concentrate on the theme of “peace” as it seems that one of the aspects of the gospel that particularly resonated with nineteenth century Maori culture was the message of peace. 

The role of “utu” in traditional Maori life emphasised the importance of paying someone back for good or bad actions. On the positive side it required the repayment of kindnesses, hospitality and gifts. But on the negative side it trapped many tribes into cycle of revenge and retribution for injury or insult, and was the basis of much inter-tribal warfare. Historians have suggested that European occupation of New Zealand came at a time of a general war-weariness among Maori. The gospel brought by the European missionaries was timely as it came with a suggestion of another way forward: the way of forgiveness and peace. Jesus taught that we could love our enemies.
This was true of the earliest missionary contacts. Marsden had attempted to act as a peacemaker between rival tribes at Matauri Bay on his first trip to New Zealand, just a few days before his famous sermon on Christmas Day 1814. And later, missionaries were known to even go into the areas of battle to intervene and plea for a peaceful solution.
In recounting the beginnings of the gospel in New Zealand, we mentioned last week that in the first years its spread was slow and difficult. Following the example of Marsden the missionaries were eager to learn and communicate in the Maori language. As early as the 1820s scripture portions were printed and available in Maori and by 1837 the whole of the New Testament had been printed. These scripture portions were eagerly received and, once the gospel began to be embraced, the news spread rapidly - not so much by the European missionaries, but by Maori amongst their own people. Slaves of Ngapuhi in the north had become Christians and were active in sharing their faith when they later returned to their own tribes. Maori Bible teachers were active in spreading the gospel to new areas. So much so that by the 1860s over 60% of Maori in New Zealand counted themselves as Christian.
This spread of the gospel of peace is wonderfully illustrated by the story of a Maori girl called Tarore. In the 1830s she lived in Matamata near a mission station. She had attended the mission school and learnt to read. There she was given a Gospel of Luke which she carried with her everywhere. As Tarore read from her book to her people, her father Ngakuku listened in. This new message about love and peace made a big impression as conflict and fighting were so much a part of the lives of her people. 
Unfortunately, because of the troubles in the area, Tarore’s mission school had to close when she was about twelve years old. Seeking refuge, the people headed east to Tauranga and, on their way, camped at the Wairere Falls. They were accompanied by Tarore’s father, Ngakuku. During the night the group was attacked by a raiding party from Rotorua. The raiders were successfully chased away and the children managed to escape harm. All except Tarore who had been asleep. When they found her she was dead and her little copy of Luke’s Gospel had been taken.

Tarore’s father and people returned to Matamata. They were very sad, but during Tarore’s tangi (funeral) her father spoke against seeking utu for the killing of his daughter. He reminded them of the gospel of peace and appealed to them to trust in God rather than being filled with thoughts of anger and revenge. 
A man from Rotorua called Uita was the person who had stolen Tarore’s Gospel. Uita was unable to read, but later a slave called Ripahau came to live among his people. Ripahau could read and so he read Tarore’s Gospel of Luke to Uita. The message of this little book had such and effect that it caused Uita to go to Tarore’s father Ngakuku and ask for his forgiveness. So it was that peace came about, not through utu and fighting, but through the gospel story about Jesus Christ and his teaching to love our enemies.
Later Ripahau, was freed from slavery and was able to return to his home in Otaki. Tarore’s Gospel of Luke was sent to Ripahau from Rotorua and he read this to Tamihana Te Rauparaha (son of the great chief Te Rauparaha) and his cousin Matene. In time Tamihana and Matene also became Christians. According to some reports Tamihana and Matene took Tarore’s Gospel with them to the South Island when they went there to preach the gospel of peace and reconciliation. Later Bishop Selwyn took his missionary journey through New Zealand. In areas where no European missionary had ever visited Selwyn found the people living in peace and following the way of Jesus. 
This peace, which is integral to the gospel, does not just belong to stories from the past about other people. Paul writes to Christians in our reading from the epistle today, “I pray that God, who gives peace, will make you completely holy…. The one who chose you can be trusted, and he will do this.’ (I Thessalonians 23a & 24 CEV) God gives peace. It is for you and me and for here and now.
How can we co-operate with God to find peace on this personal level? 
As we get together with other people over this season are there situations of tension and conflict? 
We can practise peace-making in the way that Tarore’s father did and make every effort to be reconciled to other people. That is not easy when we are out-of-sorts with someone, and especially so if there is no desire on their part to be reconciled. But we are to be the ones ready to offer forgiveness; ready to put aside differences; ready to offer the hand of friendship. And when we are, and we take the first steps toward reconciliation, the power of the gospel is at hand. God gives peace. He can be trusted and he will do this.

 

	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Music tracks for Advent 3

· Do they know it’s Christmas? The 2014 remake of this 1984 charity song had raised $1.5 million within minutes of its release. Money raised is used for the intervention and prevention of Ebola. Watch on YouTube. 

· Peace on earth. This track is from U2’s 2000 album All that you can’t Leave Behind. It asks, where is this promised peace in an age of conflict, and what happens when hope and history don’t rhyme? Read the lyrics.
 Movies for the season

· The Christmas Candle (2013 - PG). Released last year, this movie is based on a Max Lucardo novel. The plot concerns a ‘magical’ candle that appears once every twenty-five years and brings answered prayer for the person who lights it. Susan Boyle’s acting and singing is endearing but the plot is a bit too pedestrian for the kids.
· The man who saved Christmas (2002 - PG). A film based on the fascinating and true story of American toymaker A.C.Gilbert (of Meccano fame) who was pressured to manufacture munitions instead of toys at the outbreak of World War I. He successfully lobbied the government to allow him to resume the production of toys for Christmas arguing that children need to dream and imagine. Starring Jason Alexander and Ed Asner. Available from www.amazon.com
· The Nativity Story (2006 - PG) featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.

· How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000 - PG), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.

· A Christmas Carol (2004 - G) is one of many movie adaptations of the Dickens’ tale. This one stars Kelsey Grammer and Jennifer Love Hewitt and is strictly for fans of the old-fashioned-type musical. You may like to try The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992 - G); Disney’s A Christmas Carol (2009 M – animated) with Jim Carey; Barbie in a Christmas Carol (2008 - G) or Scrooged (below)
· Scrooged (1988 - PG) is a modern re-telling of the classic Dickens story ‘A Christmas Carol.’ It stars Bill Murray as a selfish television executive. 

· The First Christmas (1998 - G) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.

· The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The Complete Third Series (1999 – PG). The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Tarore – a drama from dramatix.org by Edna Radford.
Peace on Earth

Set up at “station” based on the following extract from 25 Stockings to Christmas
Bible Time - Luke 2: 13-14 (CEV)

Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven and joined in praising God. They said:     “Praise God in heaven!
                               Peace on earth to everyone
                               who pleases God.”…
Response Time

Take a copy of a recent newspaper and look through it to find out where the current trouble spots are in our world.  Say a one sentence prayer for each place asking for “Peace on earth”.

Prayer Time

Dear God

We pray for peace on earth.

In some countries there is no peace.

We pray specifically for _________.  We pray for peace in that country this Christmas.

We pray for people who are live in a country that is at war. We pray for people who are hungry, people who are without clean water and people who are suffering with ill health and grief because there is no peace where they live.

Amen
© Reproduced from Caroline Bindon, 25 Stockings to Christmas (Auckland: Kereru Publishing, 2013) used with permission.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs
Child of joy and peace COC 9

Christians awake MHB 120; WOV 231; H&P 96; CMP 80; S2 653
Father of peace and God of love WOV 407; H&P 218
God from on high has heard MHB 140; WOV 226; H&P 102
Great and deep the Spirit’s purpose AA 55
Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709

Hark the glad sound MHB 82; WOV 197; H&P 82; CMP 210

Hark the herald angels sing  MHB 117; WOV 227; H&P 106; CMP 211; S1 144
How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

Infant holy, infant lowly WOV 225; CMP 342

Jesus comes with all his grace MHB 87; WOV 149; H&P 168

Not on a snowy night (Te Harinui ) AA 98; COC 31
O little town of Bethlehem  MHB 125; WOV 240; H&P 113; CMP 503

Peace child COC 35
Peace doubting heart MHB 500

Peace is flowing like a river CMP 554

Peace, perfect peace MHB 501; CMP 555; S1 430
Peace to the world  HIOS 114

Peace with the Father WOV 402

You will keep them in perfect peace SIS 89; CMP 701

Silent night, holy night  WOV 236; H&P 112; CMP 597; S1 455
Sing with the angels COC 39

While Shepherds watched their flocks  MHB 129; WOV 223; H&P 120; CMP 764; 

     S2 1059
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	The Advent Wreath - Lighting the third Advent candle

When people had turned their backs 

on the Lord their God

and ignored the voice of his prophets
God sent his only Son

That we may we live at peace with each other,

and be at peace 

because of our faith in him.
(Light the third candle)

© Andrew Gamman

Collect
God of mercy and power, 

whose Son rules over all, 

grant us so to live in obedience to your holy will, 

that at his appearing 

we may be raised to eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999

God of peace, 

who desires and loves humanity,  

you call out in the midst of our wilderness,  

in our desert places 

the wellspring of your life breaks through.

In the midst of our distraction,

amidst our apparent plenty

out of the multitude of voices

call us again.             

This Advent may we hear you 

brightly and clearly.

May what is crooked within us be made straight

and that which is dry within us be refreshed.

God calls us again,

that the way of heaven may be 

the way of earth. 

May we have the courage to follow, 

the grace to do and to be.

Let your hearts be a manger 

for the Christ child.  Amen.
© David Poultney  (used with permission)

Concluding prayers of thanksgiving

Creator of all, you chose the Ngapuhi Chief Ruatara 

to prepare a way for the Christian missionaries to Aotearoa;

may the gateway that he opened for the Gospel

encourage us to look for every means

by which your word may be proclaimed;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Gracious and eternal God, you called Samuel Marsden

to lead the first mission to the Maori people;

grant that, following in his footsteps,

we may bring to this land the good news 
of great joy in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen
Loving God, you have called your church to bear witness

that in Christ you are reconciling all people to yourself;

help us to proclaim your love in word and deed,

so that all may grasp the hope that is in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

© This copyright material is taken from All the Saints ed Ken Booth (with minor adaptation by Tony Surman) - a supplement to ‘A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’ and is used with permission.
Benedictions
May the peace of God

which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge of the love of God; 

and the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

be on you and remain with you always. Amen.
Now the God of peace, 

who raised from death our Lord Jesus Christ , 

the Great Shepherd of the flock, 

whose blood was used to make God’s eternal agreement, 

make you ready to obey him, 

and eager to do right. 

May Jesus help you to do what pleases God. 

To him be glory for ever and ever! Amen.
Based on Hebrews 12.20-21



	Communal 

Sharing


	Neighbourhood Carols
Encourage people from your congregation to organise a short neighbourhood carol-sing in their homes or gardens. Print off the words of some well-known carols. Speak with church musicians (especially those with guitars or portable keyboards) to see who will be available for instrumental backing. Get some glow sticks from the $2 shop for the kids, and include in the programme a short reading about the birth of Christ from the Bible.



	Children
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	Tarore

Read the story of Tarore from Joy Cowley’s book Tarore and her Book (Wellington: Bible Society New Zealand, 2009) or tell it from the information in the sermon section above.

Make a hanging dove

Today we are thinking about how Jesus came to bring peace. When the angels announced to the shepherds in the field that Jesus had been born they said “peace on earth to everyone who pleases God” (Luke 214). Many of the Christmas carols that we sing have this same message. 
One of the symbols that Christians use for peace is a white dove. Today we are each going to make a dove that you can take home and hang in your room, or you could hang it from your Christmas tree. 

(Use the simple instructions on the enchantedlearning.com website to make a hanging dove from paper, tape and string.)
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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Cartoons from Reverend Fun: 

· Peace,  

· Prince of Peace
· Peaceful spirit
Google images for “Marsden Cross”


	Bicentennial

Resources
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	DVD

Te Rongopai 

Historian Dr Stuart Lange has produced this five part documentary DVD which tells the story of the gospel in New Zealand from Samuel Marsden forwards. Every New Zealander should know this story and every New Zealand church should own this DVD. 

The five chapters are:

1. Christian beginnings 16 mins

2. Breakthrough 18 mins

3. Christianity and the Treaty 5 mins

4. Christianity and colonial complications 9 mins

5. To the present 16 mins

“History that lives. An essential part of the New Zealand story. A rare combination of excellent story-telling and sound scholarship.” Professor Paul Moon (Historian).
The DVD is available for purchase at $20 (GST incl.) per copy, plus $5 P+P from the New Zealand Christian Network website (where you can also watch a trailer.) Great for showing in churches, home-groups, youth groups, and for home viewing.

Mission Resourcing has one copy available for free loan. Contact: nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz
Publications
Te Rongapai 1814 

eds Allan Davidson, Stuart Lange et al (Auckland: General Synod office of the Anglican Church, 2014)

A publication of bicentenary reflections on Christian beginnings and developments in Aotearaoa/ New Zealand. This collection of essays is based on presentations originally given to a conference held in Waitangi in November 2012.

Available at $30 + P&P from the from the Anglican General Synod office. Email: gensec@anglicanchurch.org.nz
The Chronicles of Paki
Alison Condon and Gina Taggart (Tauranga: Big Book Publishing, 2014)
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New Zealand’s untold story. A series of five children’s picture books have been published to tell the pioneer missionary and Maori stories. 

“Step back into New Zealand 200 years ago and learn about the relationship forged between two incredibly different cultures – European and Maori. Read about the hardships and determination of the first missionaries who came to New Zealand. Hear about the positive change that came to Maori as the story of the Gospel unfolded before them. Find out about the mistakes that were made and the victories that were won. Grasp an understanding of the power for good the Gospel has for the human family, as proven in the golden witness given by Maori as they turned away from intense superstition and tribal warfare towards a new way of peace… this is New Zealand’s untold story.”

The five titles are:

1. Te Powhiri – the Welcome

2. Te Pahi – the Adventurer

3. Ruatara – and the New Beginning

4. Patuone – the Peacemaker

5. Elizabeth Colenso – the Teacher

These books are ideal for families, schools, kids’ church and libraries. For ages 8+. They are priced at $19.95 each or $64.95 for the set (delivered in New Zealand) and can be bought from www.bigbookpublishing.co.nz
The years before Waitangi

Patricia Bawden (Auckland, Published by the author, 1987)
A story of early Maori/European contact in New Zealand. Fourth reprint 2006. 

Material from letters, journals and books written by early European visitors to Aotearoa/ New Zealand is brought together to give a glimpse of the culture and life-style of Maori and Europeans prior to signing of the Treaty of Waitangi.

Available at $30 + P&P from the Secretary, Marsden Cross Trust Board, PO Box 37944, Parnell, Auckland. Email: mctb@xtra.co.nz
Websites
· gospel2014 The official website for the commemoration of the gospel bicentenary in Aotearoa/ New Zealand
· NZ Christian Network Bicentennial information and statement from the churches
· hope project The Hope Project is a gentle Gospel project to mark the bicentenary of the Gospel in Aotearoa.
· nzcms.org.nz Bicentennial resources from the NZ Church Missionary Society

The Bible Society of New Zealand
· Bible Society Christmas cards are available this year with a bicentennial theme 
· A short bicentennial video (8 min) Has been produced and is downloadable from YouTube
· Tarore and her book by Joy Cowley was published by the Bible Society in 2009 
· Sermon notes for Bible month (formerly Bible Sunday) in July this year had a bicentennial theme
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
9

