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Sunday 10 August 2014
Live to tell others
Year A - Pentecost 9 - 51A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Genesis 37.1-4, 12-28  As a result of Jacob’s favouritism, Joseph gets a fancy coat. His jealous brothers respond by selling and him into slavery.
Psalm 105.1-6, 16-22,45b  The psalmist tells of the trustworthiness of the Lord. He watched over Joseph. “Praise the Lord… tell everyone what he has done.”
Romans 10.5-15  Anyone who has faith in the Lord can be saved, but how can they have faith if they have never heard about him?
Matthew 14.22-33  The disciples, crossing the lake in a boat, are being tossed about by waves when Jesus appears walking on the water towards them. Peter attempts to go to him and starts sinking. When Jesus and Peter get in the boat, the disciples say to Jesus, “You really are the Son of God!”
Lay Preachers’ Sunday

If you have Lay Preachers in your church you could hand the whole service over to them today. Otherwise, try to involve as many lay people as possible in the service. Make this a time for showing you value the work of Lay Preachers and musicians, by being there as a supportive member of the congregation and at a suitable time during the service expressing formal appreciation to all Lay Preachers and musicians.
Media Prayer Day
Take a few moments of your Sunday service today to pray for those working in New Zealand's mass media.

In 2012, more than 1100 churches participated in Media Prayer Day. It is expected that more than 1200 will be involved this year. Click here for stacks of resources, ideas and downloads to help make your church service more creative and memorable. Take time to watch some of the video clips – you will be impressed!
Media Prayer Day is not about promoting a particular organisation, it’s purely about asking for prayer. Media Prayer Day has the endorsement and support of every mainstream Christian denomination see here for more information.
Korean Prayer Day – Sunday 10 August
Each year the National Council of Churches in Korea and the Korean Christian Federation prepare a prayer for peace and reunification of the Korean Peninsula. This prayer is used on the Sunday just before August 15, the day when Korea was liberated from Japanese colonial oppression, and ironically, the day when it was divided by external forces. The churches of the 2013 WCC General Assembly in Busan pledged to pray together for the peace and reunification of Korea so we have the opportunity to join with Christians around the world in this prayer.
August with 5 Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays

In addition to being Lay Preachers’ Sunday, Media Prayer Day and Korean Prayer Day, Sunday 10 August is one of 5 Sundays in August. Church treasurers delight in months that get 5 Sundays, as the 5 Sunday offerings will make the August accounts look particularly rosy. But that’s not all, August 2014 also has 5 Fridays and 5 Saturdays as well. You may have seen the urban myth currently circulating in social media saying such an August will not occur again for another 823 years. It’s not true. Check the calendar… the next one is August 2025.


	Introduction / Background
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	Romans

We continue today our series through the second half of Paul’s letter to the Romans. In today’s passage Paul extends the argument, begun last week, about the place of Israel in God’s plan. He quotes from the prophets and seeks to further explain that it is by faith that we are made acceptable to God. For a brief introduction to the letter see the 13 July ‘14 edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”. An outline of the whole series is printed below:

Living as believers

13 July ‘14
Romans 8.1-11

Live in the Spirit
47A

20 July ‘14
Romans 8.12-25

Live with hope

48A

27 July ‘14
Romans 8.26-39

Live in God’s love
49A

3 August ‘14
Romans 9.1-5


Live for others

50A

10 August ‘14
Romans 10.5-15

Live to tell others
51A

17 August ‘14
Romans 11.1-2, 29-32
Live in God’s mercy
52A

24 August ‘14
Romans 12.1-8

Live in the body
53A

31 August ‘14
Romans 12.9-21

Live in harmony
54A
Matthew

For those who are following the gospel stream, the previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for Year A can be found in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. You will find there the following series through Matthew’s gospel: 

Jesus: Parables, miracles and oracles

10 July
‘11
Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23
A story about a farmer
47A
17 July ‘11
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43
Weeds in the wheat

48A
24 July
‘11
Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52
Parables of the Kingdom
49A
31 July
‘11
Matthew 14.13-21

Feeding 5000


50A
7 August ‘11
Matthew 14.22-33

Walking on water

51A
14 August ‘11
Matthew 15. 10-28

A woman’s faith 

52A
21 August ‘11
Matthew 16.13-20

Who is Jesus? 

53A
28 August ‘11
Matthew 16.21-28

Take up your cross 

54A

Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
CEV= Contemporary English Version of the Bible
* leading up to today’s passage Paul writes of the resurrection in Romans 1.4; 4.24-25; 6.4-5,9-10; 7.4 & 8.11.
	“How do I become a Christian?”
I must admit that, even within a professional ministry career, this is not a question that I have often been asked. In fact, although I have often been questioned about what Christians believe, I cannot recall a single occasion when I have been asked this question by any Kiwis… but I do remember a time when the question came from a family of recent immigrants. In that case, because of their particular background, the enquirers were wondering about what spiritual exercises and disciplines would be involved in becoming a Christian. To their delight, I was able to explain that no such exercises were necessary and that we Christians are those who are accepted by God’s grace when we simply trust in Jesus. 
The reason I say this is because our passage from Paul’s letter to the Romans today is one which is often quoted as giving a succinct answer, should we be asked the question, “How do I become a Christian?” The verses that I refer to are Romans 10.9-10 (CEV) where we read, “you will be saved, if you honestly say, “Jesus is Lord,” and if you believe with all your heart that God raised him from death. God will accept you and save you, if you truly believe this and tell it to others.”
Since this is at the heart of the Christian message, it warrants us taking some time to dwell on these verses and unpack how they can be Good News for us and those around us. 

First we are asked to…
Confess
“…honestly say, ‘Jesus is Lord’”. 
The simple expression “Jesus is Lord” is the earliest confession of Christian belief. 
For us, apart from its British use for nobility or those of high birth, the word “Lord”, is a distinctly religious term. 
However, for the original readers of Paul’s letter, there were several layers of meaning: 
· Commonly the word was used as a title of courtesy and respect for someone who had authority over you. 
· When the Emperor took the title “Lord” it had a semi-divine quality. 
· The many Greek gods were also known by the title “Lord”. 
The problem that the wider society had with the Christians was that they saw the lordship of Jesus as both overarching and exclusive. If the Christians were just seeking to add their God to the mix of deities there would have been no problem.  But Paul declared, “There is one Lord” (Romans 10.12 – also I Corinthians 8.6). The state religion of the Roman Empire demanded that the people confess Caesar to be Lord. Because of the claims that Christ made upon them, many Christians felt that they could not in good conscience also declare Caesar to be their Lord. For their perceived arrogance some paid with their lives.

Lordship for them meant giving everything up to become servants of Jesus. They no longer lived to fulfil their selfish desires and ambitions, and all that they had, they regarded as being held in stewardship for God. This is what it means to confess that Jesus is Lord.
Paul declares to the Corinthians that “no-one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12.3). It is not that the words cannot be spoken except by Christians, but that the understanding of Lordship cannot be attained unless one is subject to Christ’s rule.
In our pluralistic age, just as in the time of Paul, the claim that Jesus has an exclusive right to rule in our lives may also lead to Christians being charged with being arrogant.

So the gospel imperative is that we confess Jesus is Lord and…
Believe
“…believe with all your heart that God raised him from death.”

The believing and the confessing belong together. The first century Christian martyrs demonstrated that the belief was not so much an intellectual assent to a set of truth propositions about Jesus. It was a matter giving one’s whole life over to Jesus, who God raised from death. It was God the Father who was active in Jesus’ life death and resurrection. Jesus was God revealing himself. 

It was important to Paul for his readers to understand that it is not the historical Christ that he is writing about, but the resurrected living Christ. The resurrection of Jesus is central to his whole argument* because our faith is not just an historical belief in the fact that Christ lived, but it is also a relationship with one who lives today. It’s not a just story, but a person. And this person Jesus is not just one we may know about, he is one that we may know.
To be Christian we must confess, believe and…
Tell others

“God will accept you and save you, if you truly believe this and tell it to others.”

Who do we talk to about our belief in Christ? 

Our first reaction is to tell those who are nearest and dearest to us. The telling is the evidence of genuine belief. Once someone has discovered the treasure of this Good News it cannot remain a secret. It has been truly said that there is no such thing as a secret disciple of Jesus. For either the discipleship will destroy the secret or the secrecy will destroy the discipleship. 
But the telling does present difficulties. Currently in our land, outside of the church environment, the predominant view of the Christian faith is negative. 
This is where I started. On the whole people are not asking, “How do I become a Christian?” They do not want other people to tell them what to believe and they don’t view “Bible-bashers” kindly. So some skill and sensitivity needs to be involved in the way we tell others. It is natural for us to begin by praying for those who we know and love, and particularly those who do not have a Christian faith. (See the illustration from The Luminaries below). As we pray we can ask the Spirit to show us when to share, and guide us how to share. If people are interested in us they will be interested in our life experiences, so this is a good place to start. Rather than talking about the content of our faith we can share about our own experience of God. When we talk in a natural way about how God is involved in the ups and downs of our lives, we demonstrate that faith is relevant to daily life… and not just something for “religious” people.

I can just imagine the Apostle Paul preaching as he wraps up this section with three punchy rhetorical questions. Facing his congregation he brings his hand down on the lectern and pounds out 1-2-3:
1. How can people have faith in the Lord and ask him to save them, if they have never heard about him?

There is a pregnant pause. He congregation is transfixed. They think, “It can’t be done…”
2. And how can they hear, unless someone tells them?

Again the congregation considers this… “If there’s no-one to tell them - they won’t hear!”
3. How can anyone tell them without being sent by the Lord?
And now the penny drops. The only conclusion for them… and us… is that we, the church, are sent by the Lord to tell this Good News.
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Polycarp

	The Luminaries

In Eleanor Catton’s Man Brooker prize-winning novel, The Luminaries, the prison chaplain Cowell Devlin gets into conversation with Te Rau Tauwhare. The way that Devlin explains the nature of prayer to Tauwhare, who by his own confession is not a man of God, is instructive for us…
‘Prayers often begin as memories. When we remember those whom we have loved, and miss them, naturally we hope for their safety and happiness, wherever they might be. That hope turns into a wish, and whenever a wish is voiced, even silently, even without words, it becomes a supplication. Perhaps we don’t know to whom we are speaking; perhaps we ask before we truly know who’s listening, or before we even believe that a listener exists. But I judge it a very fine beginning, to make a practice of remembering those people we have loved. When we remember others fondly, we wish them health and happiness and all good things. These are the prayers of a Christian man.’

Eleanor Catton, The Luminaries (Wellington: Victoria University Press, 2013) 308.
Polycarp (c70-155/160)
Some of the earliest Christian writings outside the scriptures come from Polycarp who was said to be a disciple of the Apostle John. He went on to become Bishop of Smyrna and is recorded in Christian history as being a faithful and humble pastor and a pillar of the church.

Polycarp was charged with refusing to burn incense to the Roman Emperor. He was arrested by Roman soldiers and was burned at the stake. On the day of death the Proconsul pleaded with him to deny his faith. In response Polycarp declared of his Lord, "Eighty and six years I have served him, and he has done me no wrong, How then can I blaspheme my King and Saviour?… Bring on whatever you want." 
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	In the Christian ghetto?

One of the hazards of church life is that those of us who are involved in Christian ministry can spend so much time in church activities that we have very little contact with people in the wider community. While we want to encourage others to share their faith, if we are not careful we can end up spending our whole life in a Christian ghetto. Think for a moment about how much time you spend in contact with those who have no church involvement. If it is very little, consider joining a community, sports or hobby group.
Dear God – Midge Ure
Scottish musician Midge Ure (formerly frontman for Ultravox and, for a short time, with Thin Lizzy) has a music track that relates to today’s theme. The track is “Dear God” off his 1988 album called “Answers to nothing”. Listen on YouTube. Read the lyrics.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Drama

Inoculation – a drama from dramatix.org.nz

Prayer as outreach
This is a small exercise to bring application to today’s message. You will need note paper and pencils as well as Post-it flags in 3 colours. On the Post-its, write on multiple copies of one colour “I will pray for this person,” on another write “I will tell this person that I’m praying for them,” and on the third write “I will ask this person if I can pray with them”. Have the flags on a table in the foyer so that people will have access to them as they leave the service.

Just introducing the thought that God may be involved in someone’s life can be sufficient to trigger in them the beginning of a spiritual journey. 

At the close of your service get everyone to think of people who that they know and love and who have no Christian commitment. It may be family, neighbours, friends or workmates. Especially think of those with needs:
· those who are ill

· those in relationship difficulties

· those who grieve

· those in financial strife

· those with emotional problems

Suggest they write the Christian name/s of those with needs on a piece of note paper. As they leave the service choose one of the Post-it flags to stick on the notepaper by each name. They will need to decide the most appropriate choice. The notepaper and the flag will be a reminder to act on it in the week ahead.

By choosing I will pray for them you will be asking God to bring blessing to their life. This is very non-threatening, as the person does not know of your prayers. In some cases this will be the most appropriate choice.
By choosing I will tell them I’m praying for them. You will be asking God’s blessing and letting them know. In this case you believe that your expression of interest and care will be appreciated.
By choosing I will ask them if I can pray with them you will be offering to say a prayer in their presence. There are times when this is really appreciated by people who are not Christian. For example, in hospital even people who don’t believe in God often appreciate prayer before surgery. 


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs
Christ is the world’s true light WOV 178; H&P 456
Church of the living Christ  AA 19
God, companion of our journey  HIOS 32
Go forth and tell H&P 770; CMP 178

Go forth in his name S1 537

Go tell it on the mountain CMP 179

God’s Spirit is in my heart H&P 315

Have faith in God WOV 552; H&P 675; S1 400
He is Lord H&P 256; SIS 49; CMP 220; S1 158
Here is the place  AA 60
How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds MHB 99; WOV 158; H&P 257; CMP 251; 

     S1 190

I believe in Jesus CMP 264; S1 195
I’m not ashamed MHB 485; WOV 470; H&P 677; CMP 323

I’m not ashamed (adapted LeTocq) CMP 992

In Christ alone S3 1311

I serve a risen Saviour CMP 295
I walk by faith S1 253
Jesus, restore to us again CMP 873; S1 295

Lord, we come in adoration CMP 885

O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; WOV 514; H&P 704; CMP 501; S1 391

O happy day MHB 744; WOV 406; H&P 702; CMP 499; S1 387
O Jesus king most wonderful MHB 107; WOV 125; H&P 269
O worship the king all glorious above MHB 8; WOV 67; H&P 28; CMP 528; 

    S1 425

We have heard a joyful sound MHB 316; CMP 730

We’ve a story to tell CMP 744
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	Collect 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 

without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 

increase and multiply upon us your mercy 

that with you as our ruler and guide, 

we may so pass through things temporal 

that we finally lose not the things eternal; 

grant this, heavenly Father, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 105.1-8
Hallelujah!

Thank God! Pray to him by name!

    Tell everyone you meet what he has done!

Sing him songs, belt out hymns,

    translate his wonders into music!

Honour his holy name with Hallelujahs,

    you who seek God. Live a happy life!

Keep your eyes open for God, watch for his works;

    be alert for signs of his presence.
Remember the world of wonders he has made,

    his miracles, and the verdicts he’s rendered—

        O seed of Abraham, his servant,

        O child of Jacob, his chosen.

He’s God, our God,

    in charge of the whole earth.

And he remembers, remembers his Covenant—

    for a thousand generations he’s been as good as his word.
The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson
Prayer for Media Prayer Day
Our Father in Heaven, 

We bring before You in prayer all who work within New Zealand’s media. 

We ask for Your blessing on the producers, directors, announcers, presenters, 

managers, writers, journalists, editors, technicians, web-designers, advertisers, 

publishers, sponsors and the vast array of others who make up New Zealand’s media. 

Your Word instructs us to pray for all who are in authority (1 Tim 2v2) and these people have such influence in our society, so we pray for them too. Bless them - and their families. May Your will to be done in their lives. 

Lord, to those with great influence, grant wisdom. To those who wield great power, grant discernment. May they be more concerned with character and integrity, than ratings alone. 

Help media decision-makers and content-creators to be sensitive to the needs of our communities and the values our children are exposed to as they absorb the culture around them. Use their words, pictures and stories to touch hearts and engage people’s minds towards goodness, truth and beauty. May their work bring healing and impart hope. 

We pray for media professionals of every background, attitude, ethnicity, religious 

affiliation, age group, political view and sexuality. We pray for those behind the scenes and those in the spotlight; for those who know You, and for those who don't. We thank You for their talents and technical abilities. As they write, edit, film and broadcast, please use their skills to shine light where there’s darkness, comfort the afflicted and bring joy to the lonely. 

We pray for a greater openness to Your Spirit. May more and more people in media look to You for wisdom, insight and guidance as they go about their work. 

We pray for Christians in both secular and Christian media organisations. May they be encouraged in their exploration of the Gospel story, so that they might embody and creatively communicate Your Way, Truth and Life. 

May we, Your children, always seek to bless, love and serve – rather than criticise. And when we do experience media that is destructive, Lord we ask that You soften our hearts towards those who are responsible, and help us to maintain a constructive attitude of grace and prayer. 

By Your gentle nudging, may the people of our media seek to make New Zealand a better country; replacing division, judgment and blame… with love, empathy and 

understanding. 

By Your grace, we pray for New Zealand’s media to be raised to its highest purpose; to be a vehicle for good, for inspiration and truth, for dignity and courage. Lord, make our media a blessing in this nation. 

We pray all this in the powerful name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

Amen.
From www.mediaprayerday.com
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	Newspaper Prayers
As well as praying for the media and Korea, for your intercessory prayer this week, ask someone to choose three or four articles from this week’s newspapers. Get them to clip them out and bring them along to your service. Ask them to read the first paragraph of each and then pray for the people and situations involved.
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
	Bread and butter
You will need a slice of bread, a large knob of butter and a knife.

Do you have sandwiches for lunch sometimes? 

What is your favourite sandwich?

I rather like tuna sandwiches. But before I put the tuna on the bread. I put something else on first. I like a little butter (or spread). 

(Put the knob of butter on the bread.)

There does that look good to eat now?

No. It’s all in one lump. It needs to be spread about.

(Take the knife and spread the butter.)

Our Bible reading today is all about being a Christian:

So you will be saved, if you honestly say, “Jesus is Lord,” and if you believe with all your heart that God raised him from death. God will accept you and save you, if you truly believe this and tell it to others. (Romans 10.9-10 CEV)
It is Good News that we can ask Jesus to be the boss (Lord) of our lives and know that God is watching over us. But, like the butter that is only really good if it is spread all over the bread, this Good News is only good if we spread it all about. That’s why the Bible says “if you truly believe this and tell it to others.”
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  (scroll down for a worship bulletin in MS Word)
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	Google images 
· for “sharing the gospel” to get some good images of people - like the one on the left.
From YouTube
· How do you tell others about Jesus? – interviews with ordinary Christians (2min 20 sec)
Cartoon from reverendfun.com
· Sharing the gospel
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

