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Sunday 27 October 2013
God’s grace, available to all
Year C – Pentecost 23 – 62C
This week’s resource has been prepared by Kuli Fisi’iahi

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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God of life,

lead us to
]ustlce and peace
World Council of Churches
10th Assembly

30 October to 8 November 2013
Busan, Republic of Korea




	Joel 2.23-32  Within a few verses the prophet runs the gamut of his themes. He promises restoration and blessing and then looks forward to the Day of the Lord when the Spirit is poured out on all people. This in turn ushers in the final judgement when “the Lord will save everyone who faithfully worships him.”
Psalm 65 A Psalm of David that praises the God who answers prayer. An excellent complementary passage to our Gospel reading today. Finishes off with a harvest thanksgiving.

2 Timothy 4.6-8, 16-18 Convicted for his Christian beliefs, Paul writes from a Roman prison. He awaits his own execution, calmly looking forward to his eternal reward. 

Luke 18.9-14 Jesus tells a story about a Pharisee and a tax collector who both went to the temple to pray. Proud of his position and achievements the Pharisee’s prayer did not please God. On the other hand the tax collector’s humble prayer for mercy was pleasing to God.
10th Assembly of the World Council of churches -  Busan

The 10th Assembly of the World Council of Churches begins this week in Busan, Republic of Korea, from 30 October to 8 November 2013. The Assembly is the governing body of the WCC and meets once every seven years. It is a time of fellowship, prayer and celebration. It has the mandate to set the future agenda of the Council, to elect governance officials and to speak with a public voice on behalf of the churches. 
    On the way to Busan, 

    may we humbly walk 

    with you, God of life.
    On the way to Busan, 

    guide us as we gather, 

    pray and deliberate 

    as disciples of Christ.
    On the way to Busan,

    lead us in the way of 

    justice, peace and joy 

    in the Holy Spirit.

    Amen

© World Council of Churches


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow link

	In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C – Pentecost 22 - 62C (24 October 2010).


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Dick Donovan has given me the permission to share with you this material on today’s gospel reading  from his weekly Sermon Writer Resources.

	"Two men went up into the temple to pray" (v. 10a).  People must literally go up to the temple to pray.  Jerusalem is built on a mountain, and the temple is on a high point in the city.  Traditional times for public prayer are 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. (Acts 2:15; 3:1), but a person can engage in private prayers at any time of the day.

We tend to think of these two men as engaged in private prayer, but Kenneth Bailey makes a case for the context being public worship (Kenneth Bailey, 145 ff.):

-In the public worship of the temple, atonement sacrifices are offered twice a day.  The idea behind these sacrifices is that people have sinned, and death is required to blot out sin.  God permits substitutionary sacrifices, however--animal sacrifices--so that a lamb might die in the place of sinners--might pay the price for sin and thus remove the burden of sin from the sinner.  God imputes the sin to the lamb, cleansing the sinner and making it possible for the cleansed sinner to stand in God's presence.

-The tax collector's prayer is a plea for mercy, which implies atonement (v. 13)--atonement being the purpose of public temple worship.  Jesus concludes that the tax collector "went down to his house justified" (v. 14)--atoned.

"one was a Pharisee and the other a tax collector" (v. 10b).  Jesus frequently criticizes Pharisees (11:39, 42; 12:1; 16:15, 18), so we tend to think of the Pharisee as the bad guy and the tax collector as the good guy.  However, such characterizations rob the parable of its power.  Pharisees genuinely try to uphold the Torah in a world where Roman power and Samaritan neighbors tempt people to compromise.  Pharisees genuinely try to please God.  Tax collectors, on the other hand, collaborate with Romans and steal from Jews.

Jesus' listeners must be surprised at the Great Reversal as this parable unfolds. We need to recover that surprise!  Perhaps we can do so by imagining a drug addict sitting in the back pew and the deacons at the front.  Then let us hear Jesus say, "I tell you, this druggie will go down to his home justified rather than these deacons."

"The Pharisee stood and prayed to himself (pros heauton) like this" (v. 11a).  The Pharisee stands alone, distancing himself from his inferiors.  His purpose in standing by himself might be to call attention to his elite status--or it might be to keep himself separate from those, including this tax collector, who might defile him by their unclean touch (K. Bailey, 148).

Does pros heauton  (to himself) modify statheis  (having stood) or tauta proseucheto  (these things was praying)?  In other words, is the Pharisee "standing by himself" or "praying to himself"?  Scholars are divided on that point, but a good case can be made for the latter, particularly in view of the content of his prayer--narcissistic and self-congratulatory.  There is, in this Pharisee's prayer, no adoration, confession or supplication--only thanksgiving.  His thanksgiving, moreover, is self-centered and, therefore, not pleasing to God. It would seem that the Pharisee is both standing by himself and praying to himself.

"God, I thank you, that I am not like the rest of men, extortioners, unrighteous, adulterers, or even like this tax collector" (v. 11b). The Pharisee errs by his thoughts of other people while praying to God.  "Eyes may not need to be closed in prayer, but conversation with the Father of us all requires undivided attention" (Edwards and Taylor, 36).

However, the Pharisee's focus is on neither God nor the tax collector, but is rather on self.  He uses the first-person pronoun four times in rapid succession--"I…, I…, I…, I…."  In assessing his own character, he compares himself only to the worst elements of his society, and pronounces himself excellent by comparison.  When picking a standard by which to measure ourselves, we need to look higher.  The only faithful standard is Jesus.  If we compare ourselves to Jesus, our sin will be obvious and we will not be tempted to the kind of pride that taints this Pharisee.

Furthermore, this Pharisee usurps "the prerogatives of God, which is how the devil acts.  To judge is God's prerogative (cf. 1 Cor. 4:5), not ours.  Proper thanks to God for one's lot in life never involves condescension toward others.... Faith never expresses itself as despising others" (Charles H. Talbert, quoted in Evans, 268).

"I fast twice a week. I give tithes of all that I get" (v. 12).  The Pharisee clearly exceeds Torah requirements:

-Jews are required to fast only on the Day of Atonement, but this Pharisee fasts twice a week.  This is no small matter.  Fasting involves going without food and water from sunrise to sunset, and thus requires serious spiritual discipline.  It might help us to fast for one day to help us to appreciate the cost to this Pharisee of his commitment.

-Jews are required to tithe only the production of their fields (Deuteronomy 14:22), but this Pharisee tithes everything--presumably even the produce of his herb garden (11:42).  We might try that too--tithing everything!  We find it easy to criticize this Pharisee, but we might ask whether we are as willing as he to "put our money where our mouth is."

The Pharisee's prayer includes no supplication.  He asks nothing of God.  He has everything he needs.  He exceeds the standard at every point.  He is better than other people, whom he characterizes as thieves, rogues, adulterers and tax collectors.  What more could he ask of God than the high standing that he already enjoys?  This prideful attitude, of course, is the problem.  He has created a universe that revolves around himself.  His overblown sense of self separates him, not only from other people, but from God.  "His defect is simply that he imagines that he has good ground on which to stand before God, ground other than (God's) eternal mercy"  (Wallace, 104).

Our understanding of salvation dictates the shape of our discipleship.  Pharisees take a defensive approach to salvation, separating themselves from sin and sinners.  They see themselves as a bulwark against the pressures of paganism and assimilation that threaten the Jewish faith.  They build a wall to keep sinners out.  Jesus, on the other hand, takes the offense, reaching out to redeem sinners and to bring them inside the fold. In the book of Acts, we will see the early church do the same.

Before we thank God that we are not like this Pharisee (thus copying the Pharisee's prideful behavior), we should remember that "Pharisees make good elders, stewards, or deacons.  They are the ones who do the work of the church and provide the financial support necessary to support religious institutions. Pharisees were devoted to God and righteousness, and most of their faults were the result of overstriving for holiness.  Their zeal was often misguided, but at least they had zeal in their desire to please God" (Raymond Bailey, 433).
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	CHILDREN'S SERMON:  On the Same Level
©  Lois Parker Edstrom(used with permission)


Object suggested:  Ladder

Jesus told a story about two men who went to the temple to pray.  One was a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee said, "God, I thank you that I am not like other people" and then he listed the things he did which he thought made him better than others.

The tax collector acknowledged that he made mistakes and wasn't perfect and he said, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner." (A sinner is a person who makes bad choices.)

Let's see if we can get a picture in our minds of these two men. Think of the story in this way: It was as if the Pharisee was standing on a ladder where he could be seen by all and where he put himself above others.  And, it was as if the tax collector was standing on the ground at the bottom of the ladder.  He knew he had faults and did not try to place himself above others.

When you are up on a ladder it is more difficult to talk with those below you and if you're not careful you might fall off. When you stand on the ground you are at the same level of others and able to look into their faces, talk to them and understand them more easily. (Ask two people to demonstrate with ladder.)

Jesus told the story of the Pharisee and the tax collector to teach us about humility, a word that means to be modest and not brag about what we have done. Jesus teaches that the tax collector, who was humble, had chosen the correct place.  We need to be modest about our accomplishments and remember that we all make mistakes and we all have faults.  Only God is perfect.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	You can find 9 videos on You Tube about the history of the World Council of Churches.  A look at the history of the World Council of Churches through its assemblies from the foundational assembly in Amsterdam (the Netherlands, 1948) to the WCC 9th Assembly in Porto Alegre (Brazil, 2006) and looking forward to the assembly that will take place this week in Busan, Korea. 
“At the very heart of the ecumenical movement is the reality of prayer. Jesus prayed that we may all be one, united in God in the mystery of the Trinity. That is the basis and the goal of our search for unity.” (World Council of Churches Sources). Jesus prayer sounded the reality of our theme, “God’s Grace is available to all” regardless our differences. It doesn’t matter who we are or where we come from: Jew, Gentiles, Pharisee nor Tax Collector, black, coloured or whatever, the grace of God is always available for us all. 
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	Movie clips available for purchase form Wingclips.com 

· Transformation, Confession, Repentance, Conviction 
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1:27 

· 

Give Me A Sign Bruce Almighty
· Thankfulness, Blessing, Facade, Expectation  
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2:17
· 

Prayer For Battle We Were Soldiers


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
Amazing grace MHB 56; H&P 215; CMP 31; S1 18

Be thou my vision MHB 632; MHB 455; H&P 378; CMP 51; S1 50

Breathe on me breath of God MHB 300; WOV 320; H&P 280; CMP 67; S1 57

Christ has changed the world’s direction  HIOS 15

E te Matua  HIOS 24

Forgive our sins as we forgive WOV 564; H&P 134
Give thanks for life AA 45
Great is your faithfulness H&P 66; CMP 200; S1 138

Humbly I adore thee (free words and music from hymnary.org)
Humble yourselves SIS 116
I am yours, O Lord MHB 746
It’s me, it’s me, it’s me O Lord (Traditional “spiritual”) S3 1332
I Stand Amazed in the presence CMP 296
Just as I am, without one plea MHB 353; WOV 497; H&P 697; CMP 396; S1 306
May the anger of Christ be mine  FFS 48

Nothing is lost  FFS 50
Pass me not, O gentle Saviour MHB 335 
Peace child   COC 35

Rock of ages cleft for me MHB 498; WOV 157; H&P 273; CMP 582; S1 950

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart H&P 313


	Prayers
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	Collects

Lord of creation, 

you give new strength to our faith.

Grant that we may recognise your presence 

in all life and history, 

and face our trials with serenity and peace.

We ask this though our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)

Eternal God, giver of love and peace, 

you call your children to live together as one family.

Give us grace to learn your ways 

and to do your will, 

that we may bring justice and peace to all people, 

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)

Reformers of the church

As today is the nearest Sunday to 31 October it is Reformers’ Sunday.

A liturgy for Reformers’ Sunday

Leader: The water leaps clear and clean from the spring

Voice 2: and the stream trickles down the years and the miles

[pause]

Voice 3: Until one day someone comes to the stream and notices it’s not as pure and clear as at it was at the source

Leader: The church sprang clear and clean from the words of Jesus

Voice 2: and ran down the years and through the centuries

Voice 3: over cultures and languages, politics and people

Voice 2: Just which chapters in which books were most important?

Voice 3: Which models and which ministry matters

Voice 2: which was for then…and which for now?

Leader: we remember the reformers today

Voice 2: the guardians of the stream

Voice 3: the questioners and the challengers

Voice 2: the irritants and the defenders: prophets and priests

Voice 3: Those who wanted to keep the old at all costs

Voice 2: And those who wanted to change at all costs

Voice 3: Those who called us back to the stream when the waters were muddied, the eddies a trickle far from home, the banks unclear

Voice 2: Those for whom the source mattered

Leader: We honour those who put the Bible in the hands of the common people… and who ensured that it was written in language they understood

*

*

We honour those who changed the forms of church governance to empower the ordinary, the untrained

*

We honour those whose devotion led them to recognise the things that really mattered and the things that didn’t.

 * 

We honour those who taught and wrote for the church that ideas and dreams of a better way might change the church for the better

*

We honour those who spoke up and risked ridicule, marginalisation, and even their lives when the institutions of the church became alienated from the gospel of Jesus


*

We honour those whose behaviour and speech marked them out from their colleagues and peers, but whose lives made a difference to the church

*

*

We honour those who challenged in Jesus’ name the entrenched and the powerful, the complacent and the opulent.

*

[pause]

And we recognise that among us there may be even now reformers of the church whom we call by different names: whose insights we do not understand and recognise, whose prophetic perspective is too close for our short vision.

[pause]

Voice 2: This is your church, Lord

Voice 3. This is your church, Lord

Voice 2: the streams flow…the waters become clearer…

Voice 3: we pray for the church…for reformers…for ourselves.

Voice 2: Keep us adventurous and faithful as we serve you

Leader: Amen 

[this is designed to be used in conjunction with pictures of reformers at various places – marked with an asterix above - throughout the liturgy: portraits of people like Martin Luther, Wyclif, Augustine, John Wesley, Bonhoeffer, Tyndale, Barth, Mandela…I suggest putting the pictures up with captions making clear who they are, with a one-line summary of what difference they made to the Church] 

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)

We thank you Lord for freedom

Leader:  We thank you Lord for freedom

Voice 1: the freedom to make decisions for ourselves

Voice 2: the freedom to worship as we please

Voice 1: the freedom to assemble as we please, to hold contrary opinions, to express ideas that may not please those in authority

Leader: For freedoms innumerable, we thank you.

People: Keep us aware of our freedom, Lord: help us to value this gift

Leader: We thank you Lord for people of courage

Voice 1: People who were not afraid to challenge entrenched evils

Voice 2: People who did not allow other people’s opinion of them to influence their proclamation of truth

Voice 1: People who placed public integrity above their own safety and acceptance

People: Keep us people of courage and truth, Lord: willing to stand up and be counted for You.

Leader: We thank you Lord for people of faith

Voice 1: People whose vision was not of difficulties and limitations, but of hope and beauty

Voice 2: People whose foresight and sacrifice built this building, founded this congregation here 

Voice 1: People whose proclamation of grace kept your scripture heard and lived through times of compromise and dilution

Voice 2: People whose personal journeys inspire us

People: Keep us a people of faith, whose lives are marked by a willingness to learn and to live in ways that honour you

Everyone: In the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)
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	Resources for children from sermons4kids.com  
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material in this edition is prepared by Kuli Fisi’iahi. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
5

