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Sunday 20 October 2013
Be inspired
Year C - Pentecost 22 - 61C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Jeremiah 31.27-34 This is an important passage in Jeremiah where the prophet points ahead to the new agreement between God and his people. “I will put my instructions deep within them, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.” In a drastic revision of the repeated idea in the law (Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) that the punishment for the sin of the fathers will come on the children for the following three or four generations, Jeremiah declares that everyone will be responsible for their own actions. This is also where we get the “sour grapes” saying, which must have been widely in use (cf Ezekiel 18.2).
Psalm 119.97-104 The psalmist declares his love for God’s law. He persists in meditating on it all day long. It makes him wise and gives him understanding.
2 Timothy 3.14-4.5 The young preacher Timothy is encouraged to be faithful in preaching God’s message. As the Scriptures are God-breathed they are useful for equipping us to do God’s work. 
Luke 18.1-8 Jesus tells the story of a widow who has to pester and annoy a crooked judge to get justice.
Exposed: Shining a Light on Corruption 14-20 October 2013

Every year well over US$1 Trillion goes missing through mismanagement, illicit business practices and poor governance. It doesn't have to be this way. Christians around the world are raising their voices together in a united response against corruption in 2013. This project is initiated by Micah Challenge, The Salvation Army, The Bible Society and Unashamedly Ethical. Follow the links for more information and to sign the petition. Download a Church Toolkit as a pdf (6.3MB)
Week of Prayer for World Peace 20-27 October 2013

This is a Christian initiative that unites people of many faiths in praying for peace in our world. For more information visit the New Zealand inter-faith website. For copies of the flier and order form follow this link.



	Introduction / Background
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NEB = New English Bible

	All Scripture is inspired by God – 2 Timothy 3.16
It is worth noting that when Paul speaks in of “all Scripture” it is three or four centuries before the books we now know as the New Testament were compiled and together recognised as Scripture. Therefore it is correct to assume that Paul is referring to the books of the First Testament. However, as early as Peter’s second letter (2 Peter 3.16) Paul’s writings were also being called “Scriptures”, so it is not inappropriate to extend the application of the term to the New Testament as well. On the other hand, those who believe that this little letter was written by a disciple of Paul at a late date may think that it is the author’s intent to include the corpus of genuine Pauline material in the term.
“Inspired by God” translates a word (theopneustos) that is found nowhere else in the Bible. Colin Brown, editor of the authoritative three volume Dictionary of New Testament Theology, writes that this word…

“means lit. ‘God-breathed’. It does not imply any particular mode of 
inspiration, such as some form of divine dictation. Nor does it imply the 
suspension of the normal cognitive faculties of the human authors. On the
other hand it does imply something quite different from poetic inspiration. 
It is wrong to omit the divine element from the term implied by theo-, as the

NEB does in rendering the phrase ‘every inspired Scripture’. The 

expression clearly does not imply that some Scriptures are inspired, whilst

others are not. The sacred scriptures are all expressive of the mind of 

God; but they are so with a view to their practical out-working in life.” 

Colin Brown art. “Scripture” in Dictionary of New Testament Theology, Vol. 3 (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1982) p491.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource that focuses on today’s gospel passage, Year C - Pentecost 21 - 61C (17 October 2010). Bill Peddie’s blogsite also follows the gospel reading.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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Watch the YouTube clip of this performance.
* see introduction   

   above
Everything in the Scriptures is God’s Word. All of it is useful for teaching and helping people and for correcting them and showing them how to live.
2 Timothy 3.16 CEV
(Contemporary English Version of the Bible)
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	An entertainment gimmick that has been used recently at several concerts by famous musicians is to invite some unknown, wanna-be performer to join them on stage in an impromptu performance. The unpredictable outcome makes the risk quite exciting for audience and performers alike.

Just such an event occurred at the Hollywood Bowl on 24 August this year. Kristen Chenoweth, who plays one of the leads in the Broadway production of the musical Wicked, was performing before a crowd of 16,000 when she wandered over to the boxed seats at the front and asked if anyone knew the song “For Good”. It just happened that, through a ticketing mix-up, Sarah Horn and her family had arrived at the theatre only to be told that the seats that they had booked were unavailable. In a quick switch, they were asked to share the front box with another party. So when Kirsten asked, Sarah volunteered “I know the song”. Sarah was given a mike and literally pushed on stage. 
Her resulting impromptu duet performance with Kristen, complete with harmonies, received the crowd’s adulation and was described as “gravity defying.” As I write the YouTube clip of her performance has had 3 million hits and the newspapers reported that her singing was inspired.
What do we mean when we say, “That was inspirational!”… and what does our reading from 2 Timothy mean when it says “all scripture is inspired”. Today’s Bible passage is much quoted and it is an encouragement to all of us to…
Be inspired  - 2 Timothy 3.16
The word “inspired” in our reading means God breathed*. Through this breath of God something of his thoughts came to the writers when they penned the words of scripture. And not only did that happen long ago, but in it can happen again when we read what was written. God breathes when we read and the words come alive for us and resound in our lives. We see things in a new light and we are given a new perspective. The experience of apprehending God’s word to us is truly inspirational.

However, I fear that we are not as familiar with the scriptures as Christians were in previous generations. The discipline of daily reading the scriptures is lost to many. As a result we live mundane lives, that fall far short of being God-inspired.  2 Timothy 3.16 outlines the benefits of reading and knowing the scriptures:
· They teach us – It is though our knowledge of the scriptures that we get an understanding of the gospel and the person of Christ. It is here that we find God’s wonderful plan for humankind. The scriptures are written and available to all of us. There is no hidden code or meaning by which they should be understood.
· They help us – The scriptures help us to know God’s will. Again and again we find how relevant and powerful they are to speak into our own life situations. In times of joy and sorry we discover that the words of scripture are a help. They help us at the bedside of the sick as we turn to the Psalms for words of comfort. They help us at the graveside as we hear of the hope of the resurrection. They help us at the arrival of a new-born baby as we echo their words of praise and thanksgiving.
· They correct us – As we know God’s will we become impressed by the need to live less selfishly and feel convicted when our lives fall short of his standards. Unethical behaviour and wayward theories are corrected by the words of scripture. When the inclination arises to give in to impulses of deception, revenge, lust or exploitation the words of scripture deter us from all corrupt behaviour. 
· They show us how to live – The whole point of reading the scriptures is not so we will be knowledgeable and be able to win arguments. It is so we can live God-pleasing lives. They act as far more than just a correction. The scriptures show us how to live just, honourable, peaceful, graceful, humble and loving lives.
Share with others - 2 Timothy 4.2
What happens when we witness something truly inspirational? 
We talk about it. We want to share it with others. That certainly was the case with Sarah’s performance at the Hollywood Bowl. The reporters were queuing up to interview her afterwards and millions wanted to view the video of what had taken place.

So it is when we are inspired by God’s word to us – we want to share it with others. “Preach God’s message” says Paul “even if it isn’t the popular thing to do.” 

Other translations read “whether the time is favourable or unfavourable” and “on all occasions, convenient or inconvenient”. There is a sense urgency implied here. We are to take every opportunity to share about the life we have in Christ. The call is for us to persist in our witness. There are times when it is not popular to stand up for what is right and true, and at those times we need the courage that originates with the breath of God that comes to us. And we need that courage to persist in the face of opposition when the path is not an easy one.
God’s message must go out to all people and the task of carrying it has been given exclusively to us, the church. 
So we are encouraged to be inspired, share with others and…

Keep calm – 2 Timothy 4.5
In 1939, as the outbreak of war seemed increasingly inevitable, speculation was rife in the Great Britain that the Germans would mount massive air attacks on the major cities. You can imagine the effect that this suggestion had on the populace. The British government responded by producing the, now famous, poster “keep calm and carry on” (pictured right). The idea was to calm the masses but, in their day, the posters were neither well received nor widely distributed. 
However, they were rediscovered in 2000 and now appear on all manner of merchandise and in innumerable parodical variants.

Paul writes to Timothy in a time when the church is under pressure. The persecution of Christians under the Emperor Nero is beginning. His advice to his younger disciple is “stay calm and be willing to suffer” (CEV). Yes, indeed there is opposition, says Paul, but don’t let your opponents get you down. Keep your cool. Stay true to the course. Jesus is coming as king (2 Timothy 4.1) so don’t be too annoyed and frustrated by the immediate set-backs.

Set-backs and disappointments are common to us all. It is human nature to begin to despair when we are under pressure and things are not working out as we had hoped. So Paul’s advice to Timothy is relevant to us. There is a bigger picture by which we can measure things. God calls us to be faithful, not successful. Keep things in balance. Trust in God. Keep calm and carry on.
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	New Zealand Methodists’ view of scripture – the Bible is ...
· the word of God to be taken literally word for word 12.3% 

· the word of God to be interpreted in the light of its historical and cultural context 33.8%

· the word of God to be interpreted in the light of its historical context and the Church’s teaching  38.8% 

· not the word of God but contains God’s word to us 10.1% 

· not the word of God but is a valuable book 2.6% 

· an ancient book with little value today 0.3%

· Don’t know 2.1% 

Source – Responses to National Church Life Survey 2001

Wesley on Scripture
“All scripture is inspired of God - The Spirit of God not only once inspired those who wrote it, but continually inspires, supernaturally assists, those that read it with earnest prayer. Hence it is so profitable for doctrine, for instruction of the ignorant, for the reproof or conviction of them that are in error or sin, for the correction or amendment of whatever is amiss, and for instructing or training up the children of God in all righteousness.”
John Wesley
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	John Wycliffe: The morning star of the Reformation (G -1984)
This movie matches today’s theme and tells the story of John Wycliffe, the fourteenth century scholar, who was the first person to translate the Bible into the English language. After his death, Wycliffe was declared a heretic by the Council of Constance which ordered his works to be burned and his remains exhumed and burned. The movie is still available for purchase as a DVD and can be viewed in full (75 minutes) on YouTube. It is also an appropriate lead-in to Reformers’ Sunday next week.
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	YouTube clips

This link takes you to a short instrumental video clip with a slide show on the theme of the inspiration of the Scriptures and is based on today’s reading from 2 Timothy - and this is another similar clip. Both are suitable for use in a worship service.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns and Songs
Be still and know that I am God SIS 27; CMP 48; S1 48

Be still for the presence of the Lord CMP 50; S1 47

Blessed Jesus at your word WOV 352

Break thou the bread of life MHB 309; WOV 334; H&P 467; CMP 64

Christ has changed the world’s direction HIOS 15
Come Holy Spirit our hearts inspire MHB 305; WOV 331; H&P 469 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind MHB 669; WOV 519; H&P 673; CMP 111; 

    S1 79
Filled with the Spirit’s power WOV 328; H&P 314
God has spoken, by his prophets WOV 92; H&P 64; CMP 831

God has spoken to his people CMP 182

Holy words long preserved S3 1267

How firm a foundation WOV 491; CMP 243; S4 1871

I love to tell the story S3 1301

Lord, your word abiding MHB 308; WOV 333; H&P 476; CMP 446

May the anger of Christ be mine FFS 48
O breath of God MHB 285; WOV 321; H&P 308
Peace child COC 35
Spread, O spread thou mighty word MHB 804 

Thanks be to God whose word WOV 339

Thou whose almighty word MHB 803; WOV 61; H&P 29; CMP 699

We limit not the truth of God WOV 335
Your word is a lamp S3 1563
The Word

When the word in all its glory,

Is explained in many hues,

There remains another story,

Which is: what shall we now do?

When a text, lit up with passion,

Touches issues of our day,

Calls our living into question,

Will we from it walk away?

That’s the question that confronts us

As we leave this place of prayer:

Will we live the gospel message

Showing Christ-like grace and care?

Help us then the service ended,

Not to set your word aside,

But responding to its challenge,

Walk with Christ our daily guide. 

So may we with faith and courage

Live the gospel hour by hour,

Bearing witness to its content,

Spreading Christ’s life giving power.

© Norman E. Brookes (used with permission) Tune: Stuttgart WOV 122 or All for Jesus WOV 327 
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	Collect 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us 

that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters, 

we do also for you.

Give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all; 

for you gave up your life and died for us, 

but live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
The life that ignores limits
It hides in every corner,

it crosses every boundary;

Your life, O God, ignores limits.

We know it in the safe ones we love and enjoy;

but, if we look, it appears in those who are different,

challenging,

frightening,

unknown,

strange;

Your life, O God, ignores limits.

It's easy to see in those who are healthy and comfortable;

vibrant, joyful and privileged to have access

to the wonder-inspiring experiences that life offers;

but, if we look, it appears in those who seem lost to life,

poor and weak,

sick and broken and unable to move

beyond their limited horizons;

Your life, O God, ignores limits.

And so we celebrate your life, wherever it may be found,

and we commit ourselves to be life-seekers,

discerning and acknowledging life

in every person, every moment and every space.
Amen

© John van de Laar  www.sacredise.com (used with permission)

Today we thank God for our Bibles

Today we thank God for our Bibles XE "Today we thank God for our Bibles" :

We take time to be grateful for that which it is so easy to take for granted

And to recognise what it is we have on our shelves, by bedsides, in glove boxes, on PDA and CD

We begin by recognising that in many countries 


there is no easy access to a Bible

For language reasons, 


for cultural and legal reasons, 



for literacy reasons, 




for economic reasons

And we think with some shame of our Christian brothers and sisters who have one Bible between many, whose reverence and value of words on paper stands in stark contrast to our abundance, our attitudes

We honour in this moment linguists, translators, publishers and printers who bring scriptures into the heart-languages of people all over the world, sometimes at fearsome personal cost

We honour too those whose efforts have given us so many versions to choose from: 


word-for-word translations to study, 


easily flowing versions to read smoothly, 



annotated and illustrated 




so that we might read, and see, and know more of you

We thank you for those who have opened your word to us down through the years: Sunday school teachers, preachers, camp leaders, Brigade officers, parents and friends and singers and actors and those people who made a simple comment that has opened a story or a passage wonderfully, decisively, surprisingly to our own souls

And as we think of what is in our Bibles


Stories of good and evil, 



the big themes and the little details

The poems and songs, 


word-pictures and the parables, 



ideas and prayers

Stories of people who got it spectacularly right 


and just as spectacularly wrong

People whose understanding developed and grew with their life-stories

The discoveries 


and the warp and weft of truth speaking 



down through the ages, 



through the story of the church 



and the story of cultures and countries, 




through the deepening understandings 

Past the arrogance of people who thought it didn’t matter 

and the equal arrogance of those who tried to make it something it was not:

And we thank You Lord 


above all 



for what our Bible reveals of you through Jesus

Keep us humble…persevering in hope…reading and digesting your Word…living out daily what we find in openness to your Spirit, breathing to our lives newness, change, hope, and unending grace 

© Alan K Webster (used with permission) 

Bread of life
Living Lord, when we believe in you, 

you satisfy our deepest longings

you sustain us, strengthen us

and fill us with yourself.

We get swept up in this Good News

and desire that others would 

also taste the Bread of Life

and share the joy that belongs to all who trust in you
Yet so often we find ourselves tongue-tied

Shackled by our love of things

Or responding only half-heartedly 

to your whole-hearted love

Forgive us Lord

Help us to come again believing

that you are the bread that gives life

and find in you life eternal. Amen.

Psalm 119. 97-104
I deeply love your Law!
    I think about it all day.
Your laws never leave my mind,
    and they make me much wiser
    than my enemies.

Thinking about your teachings
    gives me better understanding
    than my teachers,
and obeying your laws makes me wiser
    than those who have lived a long time.

I obey your word
    instead of following a way
    that leads to trouble.

You have been my teacher,
    and I won’t reject
    your instructions.

Your teachings are sweeter
    than honey.
    They give me understanding
    and make me hate all lies.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society
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	Survey

You might like to survey your congregation to find out the different views that are held about the Bible. (See the Church Life Survey question above.) Church leaders could then discuss how inclusive your church is of the people who hold these differing views.
Testimony

Are there people in your congregation have a testimony of reading the scripture and feeling that God was speaking specifically to them through what they were reading? Get them to share in your service this week.
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	“Keep calm” posters
Tell the children the origin of the “keep calm” poster (as explained above.) You might like to fill in some of the details and describe what it would have been like to be in London during the blitz of World War II.

Then show (or tell) them some of the parodies. For example: 
· Keep calm and eat cupcakes 
· Keep calm and listen to music 
· Keep calm and go shopping 

Get them to make their own suggestions: Keep calm and…

Write them up on a white-board.
Explain that, in the Bible, we have a letter that Paul wrote to his younger friend Timothy. Timothy was the pastor of the church at Ephesus and things were difficult for him because some people were opposing what he was doing and treating Christians badly. So this is what Paul wrote to him, 
       “you must stay calm and be willing to suffer. You must work hard to tell the    

        good news and to do your job well.” 2 Timothy 4.5 

It would have been easy for Timothy to get annoyed, irritated or angry… or maybe he could have been tempted to just give up. But Paul told him to keep calm and carry on.

Quite often we find ourselves in the situation where people annoy us too. But God wants us to believe the best of people and to believe he is with us to help us react in loving ways rather than with angry words or actions. 
Prayer:

Lord God, 

Please help us to trust in you. 
When things get difficult or people are annoying us, help us to keep calm and carry on.

Amen

You will find more lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com  (scroll down to the bottom of the page for a children’s bulletin in MS Word) 
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	Google images for Scripture or Bible

Inspiration point
Display a series of keep calm posters
Scripture themed cartoons from reverendfun: url; prescription; inspired?; 
inspired? Take 2
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
9

