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Sunday 10 November 2013
Prepare for the Day
Year C - Pentecost 25 - 65C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Haggai 1.15b-2.9. The prophecy of Haggai promises that the temple will be restored to a state more splendid than what it was before. “All the silver and gold of the world is mine.”  
Psalm 145.1-5,17-21 David sings a hymn of thanksgiving and praise to the Lord. The Psalm is ideal for use as a responsive prayer of praise (see below). It is an acrostic poem with each verse beginning with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 
2 Thessalonians 2.1-5, 13-17 Paul reassures the Thessalonian Christians that they are chosen and saved. He tells them not to be confused by reports that the Lord’s second coming has already taken place, but to stand firm.
Luke 20.27-38 The Sadducees, who don’t believe in the resurrection, try to trick Jesus with a question about resurrection life. Jesus’ answer silences them.
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
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Antichrist?
NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible


	The “wicked one” in the Second Letter to the Thessalonians
Today “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” continues to follow the series of lectionary readings from the Epistle stream which takes us through the Second Letter to the Thessalonians. 
Chapter two brings “the wicked one” (CEV) to our attention. This is the person who is also variously titled “the lawless one”, “the man of sin” and “the son of perdition”. Christ has come to present God to us and to stand as a visible representative of all that is right and good, and this wicked one is just the opposite of that, an “antichrist” who opposes God’s rule. “Antichrist” is the term used by John as the equivalent of Paul’s “wicked one” and he uses it in the plural (1 John 2.18) as well as the singular.
Who is this destructive person who seeks to undermine and deceive? It all seems a bit vague. Is it a specific person that Paul has in mind? Is it a series of people? Is the lawless one a metaphor for a particular philosophical outlook… or maybe a name that can be applied to a group or corporate entity? 
Christians of the first century understandably identified the Emperor Nero, their cruel persecutor, as this evil one. The Protestant reformers of the sixteenth century (Luther, Calvin etc) made frequent reference to the Papacy as being this antichrist. Continuing in the same vein, John Wesley, in his notes on 2 Thessalonians 2, says “in many respects, the Pope has an indisputable claim to those titles”. Through the Second World War not a few named Hitler as the one who filled this role. And, in more recent times, fundamentalist Christians have been quick to apply the term to almost anyone of a different point of view from their own. The reference to Barney the Dinosaur as the antichrist below is based on what some Christians actually believe!
We all recognise that there is evil at work in our world. It helps our understanding to personify this evil by means of terms like “the wicked one”. What’s more, we feel that we can do something about it when the evil is located in a particular person. The recent hunt for Osama Bin Ladin is a case in point. While these titles have been rightly applied to those who have initiated terrible crimes like genocide, it is equally true that they have, just as often, been misappropriated. The lines become more blurred when we recognise that both good and evil are at work in the lives of all people, including ourselves.
However, for Christians, the life and work of Christ are central and essential to our understanding of existence. Therefore any denial of those things that Christ did and taught may rightly be called manifestations of the antichrist. 

Sanctification

“…God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and through belief in the truth.” 
2 Thessalonians 2.13 NRSV.
The thought behind the word “sanctification” (Greek: hagiasmos) is a significant one for Christians and deserves to be unpacked rather than lost among all those jargon words that have become next to meaningless to people who are not firmly en-cultured in church life. Coming from the root word holy (separate) the idea is of being separated for God’s use. It means a separation from evil and into a relationship with God. Sanctification is marked by behaviour that is honouring to Christ, most visibly by loving acts toward other people. It is the result of the on-going work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and is part of God’s plan of salvation which is received by grace through faith. 
The verse above states that sanctification belongs with the idea of being chosen by God. Just as for a family who brings home an adopted child, the child immediately is, and yet in another sense still has to become, a member of that family so it is with sanctification. Because of this the scriptures do not hesitate to call all believers sanctified (hagioi = saints).

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages that follows the gospel reading, Year C - Pentecost 24 - 65C (7 November 2010). Bill Peddie’s blogsite also follows the gospel reading.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow links

[image: image3.jpg]



A one-two-three
1 – See introduction 

   above
2 – Let the Children Live is a 10 year vision of the Methodist Church of NZ which seeks to address child abuse, child poverty and youth suicide. It commenced in 2012
3 – Wesley is credited with being founder of the Methodist movement
4 – The quotations come from John Wesley’s sermon The Scripture Way of Salvation 1765?
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	After he had popped the question there was so much that needed to be done to prepare for the Big Day. They had to approach some close friends to see if they would be in the wedding party; they needed to book the church, the minister and the reception venue. They had to decide whether they would have a big wedding or a small one and who would be on the invitation list. There was a wedding dress to get sorted and the bridesmaids’ outfits… a photographer, a gifts list… and what about the cake - would it be a one, a one-two, or a one-two-three? It was hard to imagine how they could carry on going to work each day through this time when there was so much preparation needed for the Big Day.
The Christians in Thessalonica were preparing for a different Big Day. Paul had previously written to them about the coming Day of the Lord. He knew that they were suffering through a time of persecution and he sought to comfort them and reassure them of the reality of Christ’s return. His intention was to give them hope and courage to persevere. He wanted them to know that, despite their troubles, evil would not defeat the church. However, what happened was that at the suggestion of the Day of the Lord some of them got so excited that they ceased to work so they could watch for its appearing. To add to the confusion others claimed that the Day of the Lord had already happened. Quickly, Paul wrote a second follow-up letter to correct them. In the chapter that we read this morning he outlined the appropriate preparations to make for the coming Day of the Lord. There are lessons for us to learn from what he says. First up he says…
Don’t be surprised by evil 
If you think that, as the our knowledge grows the world will get better and better until one day it will emerge as some kind of utopia, Paul presents to us a very different picture. He sees trouble increasing and “every kind of wicked deception” (2 Thessalonians 2.10 NRSV) at work in the world before the coming Day of the Lord. In his letter to the Thessalonians this deception is epitomised in the appearance of “the wicked one” who opposes God and everything that is holy or sacred. 
Christians through the ages have named an array of political and religious leaders1 as filling the role of this “wicked one” about whom this passage is written. The label has been rightly applied to those who have perpetuated terrible acts of inhumanity. A long list of names could be made of such people who have blighted recent history with their barbaric acts. 
In a sense any denial of the things that Christ did and taught may rightly be called manifestations of this “wicked one”. While there may, or may not, be some merit in sticking the label on international figures who have notoriously featured in history, the idea becomes much more relevant when we name the evil in our own neighbourhood. This in part is what the Let the Children Live2 project seeks to do as we stand together and say that violence against children is not acceptable. Similarly, our twenty-first century prophets will name other evils prevalent among us such as prejudice, injustice, exploitation, war, corruption and the inequality that that allows the continued existence of extreme poverty. While we are not surprised by these things, our determination to oppose them is all part of our preparation for the Day of the Lord.
This battle against evil is both external and internal. So Paul challenges us to…

Be cleansed and changed

He talks (2 Thessalonians 2.13) about how God’s Spirit is at work in us to make us holy. Most English translations use the word “sanctification” which at root refers to the way God separates us for his use. This is not our own doing. The Holy Spirit works in our lives to cleanse and change us to make us more effective servants of Christ. It was one of the major themes of eighteenth century English cleric John Wesley.3 In one of his sermons he said, 
     “I have continually testified in private and in public, that we are sanctified as 
     well as justified by faith. And indeed the one of those great truths does 
     exceedingly illustrate the other. Exactly as we are justified by faith, so are we 
     sanctified by faith. Faith is the condition, and the only condition, of 
     sanctification…”4
One of the distinct aspects of Wesley’s teaching was his emphasis on “entire sanctification” or Christian perfection. Wesley sought to further define that what he meant by this was attaining perfection in love, not an absolute perfection or a sinless perfection. What exactly that means for us, and whether or not it can be achieved, has been the source of theological debate and discussion since his time. 
Regardless of our view of Christian perfection we do need to hear that it is right to aim for our hearts to be filled with love… and for this love to inspire our actions in such a way that they are free of the motivation of “pride, self-will, anger, unbelief”.4
In this way Christians will be seen to be different by what we do rather than by what we say, and people will once again be attracted by the Christian community. 
Remain faithful 
Finally, if we are to be properly prepared for the Day of the Lord we are to “Stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught…” (2 Thessalonians 2.15 NRSV) 
Paul and Timothy had handed on to the new believers in Thessalonica the story of the Christ. No doubt they had told them about Christ’s life and teaching, his death and resurrection. Now that the pressure was on, Paul exhorted them to hold fast to those things that they had been taught.  
Because of the presence among them of those who would deceive and corrupt, there was a real danger that some could be drawn away from the truth that they had received. Wanting to guard against any such loss, he told them to get a firm grip and hold on tightly. 
When I am out in my little boat fishing off the point in Manly Bay the offshore breeze could easily catch me and, being distracted by my pursuit of sea creatures, I could unawares be drifting off into the deep. To prevent such an occurrence I throw the anchor. Similarly the Thessalonian Christians are encouraged to be anchored in the gospel, and careful to follow closely the traditions that had been passed on to them. 

Like the early believers, we can easily be side-tracked into all manner of unhelpful speculations. What is necessary here and now is that we hold firm to the central teaching about Christ that has been passed down to us through the ages. Remain faithful to Christ. Seek him and serve him and we will be prepared for the Day of his appearing.


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	All prepared
The arranged wedding of William of Orange to Mary was not a happy one for Mary. As the bride, she was unimpressed by her prospective marriage partner and wept all through the ceremony. However, despite the bad beginning, the marriage was a successful one. Mary and William ruled England as joint monarchs. In 1694 Mary became ill with smallpox. She died later that year at just 32 years of age. Just before she died, she was asked by her chaplain, “Shall I say prayers with you?” to which she answered, “My friend, I did not leave this matter till this hour.”



	Broader / Personal
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	A couple of music tracks related to today’s theme:

· People Get Ready. Written by Curtis Mayfield in 1965, this Gospel track is constantly being covered by other musicians. Mayfield originally had a hit with it with The Impressions and in 1986 Rod Steward and Jeff Beck charted with their version Watch on YouTube Vanilla Fudge recorded a heavier version, then more recently Alicia Keys.  Read the lyrics.
· Sanctify Yourself was one of the hit singles from Scottish band Simple Minds’ 1985 album Once upon a Time. Read the lyrics. Watch on YouTube.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Be prepared
To set the scene for today’s service display a “Be Prepared” sign in the church foyer over the entrance.  You could also display a few items that indicate a state of preparedness at the front of the church. (A first aid kit, a life jacket, a Swiss army knife, a fire extinguisher etc). These could be also be used for your children’s talk.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
All heaven waits CMP 15; S1 9

All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620
Almighty God, lift up our eyes WOV 549

Every day  AA 36

God is unique and one WOV 107
Great is the Lord SIS 70
I cannot tell MHB 809; H&P 238; CMP 266; S1 199

I can only imagine S4 1882
I know not why CMP 279; S2 769
I’m so secure S1 221

I want to be ready (Traditional African- American Spiritual. Sheet music from 

     musicnotes) 

Jesus, lover of my soul MHB 110; WOV 139; CMP 120; S2 838
Lo! He comes with clouds descending MHB 264; WOV 201; H&P 241; CMP 141;

     S1 324

Lord, how you came and rescued S2 871

O day of God draw nigh WOV 547

Reign in me S1 437

Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948

Sing we the king MHB 116; H&P 244; CMP 206

Soon and very soon CMP 605; S1 460

The Lord will come and not be slow (John Milton) MHB 813; WOV 194; H&P 245
To get a touch from the Lord SIS 4

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life MHB 634; H&P 689; CMP 770  

Wisdom far beyond our knowledge  HIOS 157
With glorious clouds encompassed round MHB 172; WOV 155; H&P 184


	Prayers
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	Collects
Lord our God, 

keep us your servants alert and watchful 

as we await the return of Christ your Son, 

so that when he comes and knocks at the door 

he may find us vigilant in prayer, 

with songs of praise on our lips.

We ask this though Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
All embracing God 

your care for us surpasses 

even a mother’s tender love. 

Through your word and sacrament 

renew our trust in your providence, 

that we may abandon all anxiety 

and seek first your kingdom. 

We make our prayer 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship  
Come and exalt our Lord and king
Praise his name for ever and ever
The Lord is gracious and merciful

Slow to anger and rich in love
Praise his name for ever and ever
The Lord is righteous in all his ways
and faithful in all that he does
Let us praise his name for ever and ever

based on Psalm 145
Psalm 145
I lift you high in praise, my God, O my King!
    and I’ll bless your name into eternity.
I’ll bless you every day,
    and keep it up from now to eternity.
God is magnificent; he can never be praised enough.
    There are no boundaries to his greatness.
Generation after generation stands in awe of your work;
    each one tells stories of your mighty acts.
Your beauty and splendor have everyone talking;
    I compose songs on your wonders.
Your marvelous doings are headline news;
    I could write a book full of the details of your greatness.
The fame of your goodness spreads across the country;
    your righteousness is on everyone’s lips.
God is all mercy and grace -
    not quick to anger, is rich in love.
God is good to one and all;
    everything he does is suffused with grace.
Creation and creatures applaud you, God;
    your holy people bless you.
They talk about the glories of your rule,
    they exclaim over your splendor,
Letting the world know of your power for good,
    the lavish splendor of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is a kingdom eternal;
    you never get voted out of office.
God always does what he says,
    and is gracious in everything he does.
God gives a hand to those down on their luck,
    gives a fresh start to those ready to quit.
All eyes are on you, expectant;
    you give them their meals on time.
Generous to a fault,
    you lavish your favor on all creatures.
Everything God does is right—
    the trademark on all his works is love.
God’s there, listening for all who pray,
    for all who pray and mean it.
He does what’s best for those who fear him—
    hears them call out, and saves them.
God sticks by all who love him,
    but it’s all over for those who don’t.
My mouth is filled with God’s praise.
    Let everything living bless him,
    bless his holy name from now to eternity!

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



	Communal 

Sharing


	Book review

Last week did you ask someone in the church to prepare a book review of 2 Thessalonians? If so, include their review in your service this week 

	Children
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	Be prepared
Does anyone here go to Scouts or Girl Guides? 
Do you know what their motto is?

It’s ”Be prepared”
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Be prepared means to make sure when you go on an outing or to a camp that you have all the necessary equipment. What sort of equipment do you think I’d need if I was going on a camp? 
The good thing is that you when you are a Scout or Guide you get a “Kit list” with everything that is necessary to take. I’ve got some of the things from a kit list here: ground sheet, sleeping bag, sun screen, drink bottle, torch, batteries, tea towel, pen and notebook. Of course there are a lot more things (like clothes!) that you would need to take to be prepared
But “be prepared” also means to be prepared for any challenge. The current Girl Guides and Scouts by-line is “Be prepared for new adventure”.
In our Bible reading today we are told “When our Lord Jesus returns, we will be gathered up to meet him.” 2 Thessalonians 2.1. Paul wrote this so that the people would be prepared. We can prepare for Jesus’ coming by loving people, as well as loving God and doing the things that he wants.
Prayer – Lord Jesus, we are used to preparing for things. We know how to prepare for school and how to prepare for holidays. Help us also be prepared to meet you. Amen

More lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com . Scroll to the bottom of the page for a Children’s Worship Bulletin in MS Word. 


	PowerPoint
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	Cartoons from reverendfun: Antichrist radiator additive; 666 page Bible
Is Barney the dinosaur the antichrist? – This is a YouTube clip (5 mins) that takes a tongue-in-cheek look at speculation that a children’s television character Barney the Dinosaur is the purple dragon of the Book of Revelation. Good fun – but not for pre-schoolers!



	New Resource
	Following on from the themes that we developed through the Season of Creation, Refresh has obtained a copy of the DVD The Last Ocean (2012 – 88 mins). This is a documentary movie about the race to protect the earth’s last untouched ocean, the Ross Sea, Antarctica. It is available for free loan on request to: nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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