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Sunday 3 November 2013
Finish well 

Year C - Pentecost 24 - 64C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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God of life,

lead us to
justice and peace

World Council of Churches
10th Assembly




	Habakkuk 1.1-4, 2.1-4 The violence and evil that Habakkuk observes troubles him. He asks God about it. The Lord responds that those in right standing with him will live through difficult times by faith.
Psalm 119.137-144 The psalmist proclaims that the Lord is righteous and his laws are just.
2 Thessalonians 1.1-4, 11-12 Paul commends the Thessalonian Christians for their faith in the face of suffering. He prays that God will enable them to live worthy lives.
Luke 19.1-10 An account of the day that salvation came to the home of Zacchaeus. “The Son of Man came to look for and to save people who are lost."
Alternative readings for All  Saints Sunday
All Saints Day is on 1 November and can be celebrated on the first Sunday in November. It is a time to remember all those, past and present, who have dedicated their lives to following Christ. In some churches is it a custom to light a candle for members who have recently died.
Daniel 7.1-3, 15-18

Psalm 149

Ephesians 1.11-23

Luke 6.20-31

10th Assembly of the World Council of churches -  Busan

Pray for the 10th Assembly of the World Council of Churches (30 October to 8 November 2013) which is currently meeting in Busan, Republic of Korea. The Assembly is the governing body of the WCC and meets once every seven years. It is a time of fellowship, prayer and celebration. It has the mandate to set the future agenda of the Council, to elect governance officials and to speak with a public voice on behalf of the churches. 
    On the way to Busan, 

    may we humbly walk 

    with you, God of life.
    On the way to Busan, 

    guide us as we gather, 

    pray and deliberate 

    as disciples of Christ.
    On the way to Busan,

    lead us in the way of 

    justice, peace and joy 

    in the Holy Spirit.

    Amen

© World Council of Churches
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	The second letter to the Thessalonians
Today “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” begins to follow the new series of lectionary readings from the Epistle stream which will take through the second letter to the Thessalonians. 
Since we have just finished looking at the letter to Timothy, it is of interest that this letter to the Thessalonians is from Paul and Silas and Timothy (2 Thessalonians 1.1). They had spent at least three weeks, and perhaps several months, in Thessalonica (Acts 17.1-10) telling about Jesus and starting a church there. But from the very start there was strong opposition to the Christian message and their stay in the area had to be cut short. Then, not long afterwards, Timothy was sent back there again by Paul to check how things were progressing (1 Thessalonians 3.2-4). 
It is believed that the first letter to the Thessalonians is one of the early letters of Paul, written from Corinth around 51CE, and that the second letter was written very shortly afterwards. 
While the lectionary has not taken us through the first letter, the second letter does need to be read in the context of the first. It is a follow-up to correct a few misunderstandings that may have arisen as a result of the earlier letter. In the first letter Paul reassured the persecuted Christians with the hope that Christ would re-appear and set up his new kingdom. As is still the case today, some believers had taken the teaching about Christ’s return to extremes and, as a result, they had a view of the Christian life that was way out of balance. So excited were they by the prospect of the Day of the Lord that they had ceased to work so they could watch for its appearing. 
Reading through the three chapters of this letter one can’t help but be impressed by the strong focus on Christ. Seven times Paul refers to the “Lord Jesus Christ” and another five simply to “Lord Jesus”. 

Consider extending the reading each Sunday to include the whole chapter, that way you will cover all of this little letter over the next three weeks.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages that follows the gospel reading, Year C - Pentecost 23 - 64C (31 October 2010). Bill Peddie’s blogsite also follows the gospel reading.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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Quotations are from the Contemporary English Version of the Bible

	Have you ever done a Wasgij?
A Wasgij is a kind of jigsaw puzzle… and I love doing them. I usually get given one for Christmas, so sitting around the Wasgij is almost a summer holiday tradition for me now. The difference between a jigsaw and a Wasgij is the picture on the box. This picture is not the picture on the puzzle. It just offers a clue about how the puzzle may turn out. So, I find that I keep pressing on, putting one piece in after another, impatient for it all to come together so I can see the final result.

It’s the metaphor that I like. Isn’t that so much like our lives? What will happen next? How will things turn out? We really don’t know… but there are clues… and there is a master plan. And the scriptures encourage us to keep on putting things in the right place and to finish well.
Paul, who wrote the letter to the Thessalonians that we read from this morning, was obsessed with this idea of finishing well. It was something he wanted to do himself and wanted it for those in his newly planted churches. He saw life as a race and himself as a runner heading toward the finish line. Like a runner finishing a marathon, or a person desperately trying to fit the last few pieces into their puzzle, he says, “I don’t care what happens to me, as long as I finish the work that the Lord Jesus gave me to do” (Acts 20.24).
It’s an idea that he seeks to communicate with the Christians in Thessalonica. Looking at it from our perspective Paul, Silas and Timothy had been very successful during their time of Christian outreach in that city. A great many Greeks became Christians, including some rich and influential women. However, their time there was not without incident. Some of the conservative Jews were not happy at all with this new teaching about Jesus. They stirred up a mob that started a riot. With the new believers being dragged before the Council and accused of causing the disturbance, Paul and his friends had to cut and run.
It could have been as little as three weeks that Paul, Silas and Timothy were in town. At most it was not more than a few months. So off they went leaving the new church in the hands of the brand new Christians, most of whom were Gentiles and had no background in the Jewish faith. It was a bit of a risk… and raises some interesting questions: 
How long should a person be in the church before taking up a leadership role? What prior training do they need? 

I guess, if the most experienced person in your church has only been a Christian for three weeks, you have to work with what you’ve got… and depend heavily on the Holy Spirit’s help. And that is exactly what they did. 
God provides in each church all the gifts needed for ministry.

As soon as he was able, Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to see how the abandoned baby church had fared. To Paul’s delight Timothy was able to report that, despite persecution, the church at Thessalonica was growing in faith and love. Paul wrote them a letter to say how proud he was of them. (2 Thessalonians 1.4). Like a granddad bragging about the achievements of his grandchildren, he said that he was always telling people about how well their little church was doing, especially considering the extreme pressure it was under.
However, beginning well is one thing. Paul now wants to ensure that they finish well. His advice to them is just as pertinent to us today. He tells them:
Know you are chosen
God chose you, and we keep praying that God will make you worthy of being his people. (2 Thessalonians 1.11a).
At the back of your life and mine is a master plan. And you and I have been chosen so that our lives will find their rightful place fitting in to it. There is nothing in that choice that is of our own doing. 
Are we worthy to play a role in such an important plan? 
Of course not. It all comes from a gracious decision by God. If it was true that people were able to decide to choose an all-powerful and all-loving God, that choice would hardly be surprising. The real wonder is that God chooses us.

Are we worthy of carrying the name of Christ? 
No, there is nothing deserving in us. But the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives can make us worthy.

Can we see exactly how God’s plan all fits together?
No. But, just like the Wasgij, there is a plan. And the picture is all slowly coming together… even though we can see only parts of it and pointers to what it may look like in the end.
Do the things God wants
We pray for God’s power to help you do all the good things that you hope to do… 

(2 Thessalonians 1.11b). 
We are chosen, yes. And God’s choosing of us has not been on the basis of anything that we have done. Having said that, we are chosen to do good works. It is not just a matter of sitting around basking in God’s acceptance of us! He has work for us to do. While that may sound like a burdensome demand, it turns out that doing God’s work is the most satisfying thing on earth. There is a sense of fulfilment in doing those things that we were created to do. The power of the Holy Spirit equips us to do good things.

So often when a person senses God’s prompting to get involved helping or serving – whether it be visiting someone in hospital or offering to shop for a frail neighbour – a task that had been approached as a burden turns out to be a wonderful privilege.

But how can we tell if we are doing the good things that God intends us all to do? 
We can tell by the growth of love in our church. This was the very thing that Timothy saw was happening among the believers when he visited the church in Thessalonica. He reported this good news to Paul and, as a result, Paul was able to write that their love for each other was growing all the time (2 Thessalonians 1.3). This is the sort of love that is expressed in actions, as Christians help and support those in need. As we grow in love we grow in service. 
How do we know the good things that God wants us to do?

Well, just like putting the Wasgij together, we work on what’s in front of us and do one piece at a time.
So, to finish well 
· we need to know we are chosen, 
· we must be careful to do the things God wants and…

Bring honour to the Lord

Then because God and our Lord Jesus Christ are so kind you will bring honour to the name of our Lord Jesus, and he will bring honour to you. (2 Thessalonians 1.12)
When the Christians in our church seek to do those things that God wants, they grow together in love and faith. By their actions, such a church shows the wider community what the Lord is like. In this way, we bring honour to the Lord and he is revealed through us.
That’s what it means when Paul describes the church as the body of Christ on earth. When each member of our church functions according to his or her gifts and calling we become Christ present in the community – representing him in all that we do. In the case of the Christians in Thessalonica, they also represented Christ in the way they endured through difficulty.
Unfortunately, what we see so often is the negative side of this equation. When those bearing the name of Christ find themselves in the papers, or in the courts, accused of dishonesty, immorality or abuse of power this misrepresents Christ and brings dishonour. 
So this business of representing Christ is a big responsibility. And we know that we are not adequate, of ourselves, for such a task. But then we were never meant to do it by ourselves. We need the encouragement and guidance of each other and we are dependent on the power that only God can give by means of the Holy Spirit.
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	Rotorua Marathon

Unlike Nigel Hanscamp, who was previously Director of Methodist Mission Resourcing, I am not a marathon runner. But that didn’t stop me entering the big Rotorua Marathon in 2008. 

Well… actually, I entered myself into the “10 kilometre fun run” category… and, to tell the truth, it was more of a fast walk. I was attracted there because it was a great social occasion and I was part of a sponsored team that was raising money for a charity. The trout fishing the following day in Lake Rotorua held a greater attraction!
But never-the- less, despite a hot day and the bustle of thousands of other runners, the finish line was my goal. Along with the other contestants on the day I was absolutely determined to keep on keeping on until I crossed the finish line.

(Think of your own story about being determined to finish well)

See the Derek Redmond story in the children’s section below.

The Race – a poem by DH Groberg that you can read to illustrate today’s theme.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Read the letter
If you are planning on spending the next three weeks preaching from 2 Thessalonians, by way of preparation you will need to read the letter through several times. Read it out loud. Try to capture the feel of the letter. Ask:

· What was the message for Thessalonian church?

· What is the message for me?

· What is the message for my church?
Set your congregation a homework assignment of reading the whole letter on Sunday afternoon when they get home from church. (It only takes 6 minutes to read it out loud from start to finish.)

Cool runnings (1993- PG)

This is a good-fun family comedy movie related to today’s “finish well” theme. It is based on the real life events around the Jamaican national bobsled team’s entry into the 1988 Winter Olympics in Calgary, Canada. It’s a story of working as a team and the courage needed to accomplish a task that is seemly impossible. Starring John Candy.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	We have two metaphors associated with our theme today: a race and a Wasgij. Both lend themselves to visual display or interaction which could be used to make today’s service memorable.

The Wasgij
It is most likely that someone in your congregation will have a collection of these puzzles that you could borrow. (Or you can buy the mini ones quite cheaply).
Set up some tables in the foyer and on each put a mostly completed Wasgij – the mini ones would be better for this.

Put a sign “Can you help complete this puzzle?” on each to encourage people to pause to help complete the puzzles as they arrive for the service and again as they leave.
A Race
Display around the church a selection of images of the finish of a running race. (Google images for “running race finish”) Stretch a red finish line tape across the doorway before people leave today’s service. 
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	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
All that I have and all that I am S4 1708

All the way may Saviour leads me CMP 22; S2 625
Away with sorrow and fear MHB 648

Christ of the upward way (words and free scoresheet from hymnry.org)
Father of peace WOV 407; H&P 218
Father we love you SIS 451; CMP 142

God is with us MHB 252

May the mind of Christ my Saviour WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463; S2 887

I’m running the race S2 777

In my life SIS 577; CMP 335; S1 230

In this familiar place AA 72

Help us, O Lord to learn WOV 340; H&P 474
Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141; CMP 359

Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297

Lord the light of your love SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335

Love divine MHB 431; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343

O for a heart to praise MHB 550; WOV 476; H&P 536; CMP 495
O Jesus Christ grow thou in me WOV 489; H&P 742
Speak O Lord S4 2048

This love, this hope S1 521

To be like Jesus SIS 68

To the name of our salvation MHB 93;WOV 127; H&P 80
We are children of God  HIOS 142
We praise our country’s saints HIOS 143

Who would true valour see MHB 620; WOV 467



	Prayers
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	Call to worship

We come for an encounter with the risen Lord

To be filled afresh with a sense of gratitude, mystery and wonder

To listen, to hear, to obey

To respond in thanksgiving and praise and worship

Collect
All embracing God 

your care for us surpasses 

even a mother’s tender love. 

Through your word and sacrament 

renew our trust in your providence, 

that we may abandon all anxiety 

and seek first your kingdom. 

We make our prayer 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 119 (selection)
 You are right and you do right, God;
    your decisions are right on target.

You rightly instruct us in how to live
    ever faithful to you.
Your promise has been tested through and through,
    and I, your servant, love it dearly.

I’m too young to be important,
    but I don’t forget what you tell me.
Your righteousness is eternally right,
    your revelation is the only truth.

Even though troubles came down on me hard,
    your commands always gave me delight.
The way you tell me to live is always right;
    help me understand it so I can live to the fullest.

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson

Lord of the race, 

help me to fix my eyes on you 

for it is to you I travel.

Keep me from fainting 

or from being side-tracked 

by my own inclinations. 

May I be strong to resist temptation. 

Let me draw others to you, 

that together we may journey 

in Christian fellowship 

and arrive to hear your greeting: 

“Well done, 

for you have not strayed from the path 

that leads to eternal life. 

Enter with joy 

for your race has been won.” Amen.

© Maureen Tullett from Run the Race (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing, 2011)
Benediction

Embark upon a journey

Go from this place hand in hand

Care as much about each other as you do about yourselves

Go in the presence of the Lord God himself

And may his Spirit bless you on your way

And give you the power to do all that he wants you to do

Amen
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Communal 

Sharing


	Book review

I know that I suggested this a month ago when “10 minutes on a Tuesday” began the series through 2 Timothy. It seemed like a good way to get others participating so I am suggesting the same for 2 Thessalonians.

Give one of the readers in the church a book review project. Get them to go away and study 2 Thessalonians so they can come back and give a short review of the book in the church service next week. Get them to summarise the contents of this little letter and say what they made of it.  It might be helpful to print off a bit of background information about the letter. Alternatively, you could loan them one or two Bible commentaries, or point them to some of the on-line resources like bible.org or earlychristianwritings.com. This could be a good project to give to one of the young people. 
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Derek Redmond 

and his dad

	Derek Redmond

Derek Redmond was chosen to represent Great Britain at the 1992 Olympics Games in Barcelona, Spain. He made it into the semi-finals of the 400 metre athletics event and he was running the race of his life when he felt a pop and a sharp pain in his leg. He thought for a moment that he had been shot and he collapsed on the track. Then he realised that what had happened was that he had pulled a hamstring in his right leg. 

He struggled to his feet and attempted to limp and hop toward the finish line. As he did so a big man came down from the crowd, put his arm around him and helped him on his way. That man was Derek’s dad, and together they hobbled all the way to the finish. The crowd all cheered even though he crossed the line in last place.

Our lives are a bit like a race. Sometimes we face difficulties. Sometimes it is hard to do the right thing and to keep going. But God, our Father is always there to help us.

In our Bible reading today Paul was writing to a church that was going through difficult times. He told them that God was there to help:
     May he give you the power to accomplish all the good things your faith 
     prompts you to do. Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored because
     of the way you live, and you will be honored along with him.  

     2 Thessalonians 1.11b-12a (New Living Translation)
Prayer

     Lord God, help us to keep on doing the good things that you want us to do, 

     even when there are problems and difficulties difficult… even when we slip and
     fall and make a mess of things. Pick us up and keep us going. 
     In Jesus name. Amen.
Watch the YouTube Clip of this incident

More lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	Google images 
· for Wasgij. 
· for running race or finish line

This YouTube clip has a time lapse of a Wasgij  being assembled and there are other similar ones.
Cartoons from reverendfun: extra mile; St Peter; puzzle pieces
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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