[image: image7.jpg]” on a Tuesday



Sunday 26 May 2013
More than you can understand
Year C - Trinity - 40C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Psalm 8  A psalm of David in praise of our creator God. “Our Lord and Ruler, your name is wonderful everywhere on earth!”
Proverbs 8.1-4, 22-31 Wisdom is personified, and she calls out to tell us that she was present with God in the work of creation.
Romans 5.1-5 Because of what Jesus has done we are brought into right relationship with God and are at peace with him. In our sufferings we have hope and the Holy Spirit fills our hearts with love.
John 16.12-15  Jesus promised the disciples that the Spirit will come to guide them into truth. Rather than draw attention to himself, he will bring honour to Jesus. What the Father has belongs to Jesus, and what belongs to Jesus the Spirit will tell us.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s Pentecost passages, Year C - Trinity - 40C (30 May 2010).



	Introduction / Background
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	Jesus’ upper room discourses

Our current series of gospel passages from John takes us to Jesus’ upper room discourses (John 13.31 - 17.25). In these Jesus prepares his disciples for his departure. They are his last words to them before his death. Today we conclude this five Sunday series that we have been following from the lectionary readings:
LAST WORDS
28 April
Love one another 


John 13.31-35

5 May

Keep my word
            

John 14.23-29

12 May
Be one

            

John 17.20-26

19 May
You will do even greater things
John 14.8-17

26 May
More than you can understand
John 16.12-15
A funny thing happened as I was beginning to prepare this week’s “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”. I was multi-tasking with multiple documents and programs open on my computer, flicking though some emails and thinking about up-coming services when I read, “I have much more to say to you, but right now it would be more than you could understand.” 
“Crickey!” I thought, “that’s bit sharp. Who sent me an email like that?” (I often harp on about email etiquette.)

…Then I realised that it was Jesus! I hadn’t gone to my Outlook screen but to the biblegateway.com screen that I had open with today’s gospel reading.  Ever read the words of Jesus as though they are coming at you in an email? It makes you sit up and take notice. 
Next week
From next Sunday we enter the period of the church year known as "Ordinary Time". This means that we are no longer in one of the church’s special seasons. During this period the four lectionary readings are unrelated to each other. As the focus for Lectionary Year C is Luke, from next week we will spend some time following the readings from this gospel.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow link
See another approach to today’s reading in the 26 May 2013 sermon on Bill Peddie’s website
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	It is thought that Patrick was born in Scotland around the year 390. In his youth he was captured by a raiding party and taken as a slave to Ireland. There he learned the language and customs of the Irish people. After some years of captivity, and with the help of a group of sympathetic sailors, he was able to escape by boarding a ship back to his family. He then pursued his education and eventually returned to Ireland as a missionary to take the gospel to its people. He travelled all over the country preaching and teaching and, along with his disciples, he converted thousands to the Christian faith including chiefs and bards. He built churches and opened monasteries and schools.
It is said that he used the shamrock (a young clover) with its three leaves on one stem to explain the Christian God who lives as a Holy Trinity. 
Patrick lived in humble poverty and continued to travel all over Ireland with the gospel for forty years. He died around the year 461 and is now known as the much beloved St Patrick, remembered on St Patrick’s Day, the 17th of March each year. His symbol of the Trinitarian God, the shamrock, is forever associated with St Patrick and the people of Ireland. 

Like shooting rubber bands at the stars, our attempts to describe God by symbol or metaphor fall woefully short. How do you picture God?
· As a father? A mother? A parent?
· As an obedient son? Or a shining sun?

· As a spirit? A guide? A teacher?
All these descriptions are helpful, but they each fall short in describing the God who is inexhaustible in his greatness.
Our gospel reading from John today is the final one in a series in which Jesus is saying his last words to the disciples before he is overtaken by the events surrounding his arrest, trial and crucifixion. Jesus says to his disciples that there is so much more that he could tell them… but it would be more than they could understand (or literally, it would be a burden too heavy for them to bear). So, with them we are invited to…
Enter the mystery

When it comes to the subject of God, we have to realise that there is a limit to what we are able to understand. This is not the only time in John’s gospel that Jesus points out just how restricted our knowledge is. In answer to the questions that came from the enquiring mind of a scripture scholar called Nicodemus, Jesus responded that he had told him about earthly things that he couldn’t believe. Would he then be able to believe if told about heavenly things? (John 3.12).  Similarly, the Apostle Paul, who was wrestling with the limitations of what we could know of God, wrote “Now all we can see of God is like a cloudy picture in a mirror” (1 Corinthians 13.12 CEV).
Today is Trinity Sunday and “more than you can understand” is a good theme for this Sunday. So many of the doctrines of the church fit into the more than we can understand category, but perhaps none more than the doctrine of the Trinity. 
Orthodox Christian belief is in one God in three persons. What that is not: is three gods, nor one God appearing in three different modes. What that is: is elusive, unable to be nailed down and hidden from our understanding.
However, rather than being a statement on the vagueness of the Christian God, as some would suppose, it is a statement on our human frailty and finite knowledge. In considering these questions, even though I may learn more about who God is, I also learn something about myself. I begin to understand how limited is my knowledge. Every new understanding seems to come with new questions. So we are called to continually…
Learn of Jesus
Jesus had been the teacher to the first group of disciples. Now, in the upper room, he tells them that, with his departure, the Holy Spirit will take over this role. It was true for them, as it is for us his present day disciples, that the role of the Holy Spirit is to take the message of Jesus and tell it to us (John 16.15). In this way the Spirit guides us into the truth (John 16.13). It is an on-going process whereby the truth of God is revealed progressively. 
It is an interesting thought that the word “disciple”, which we use for being a follower of Jesus, literally means a learner. It is the word for a pupil of a teacher or an apprentice. To be a disciple of Jesus requires a shift in thinking from “everything is within my understanding” to “I’m very limited and I can’t grasp all this.” 
How is it that one God can exist in three persons?

How is it that Jesus can be fully God and yet fully human?

How was reconciliation between humans and God brought about by the crucifixion of Jesus?

We may suppose that if we had the right theological training we’d know the answers to all these things. But no one can plumb the depths of these questions. There has never been a person who has been able to understand all that Jesus came to say. The more we know, the more we realise there are many more things that we don’t know. While that thought may dent our pride, there is a wonderful freedom in saying, “I don’t know. I’m only a learner in these things.” 

So this Trinity Sunday do we really understand the Trinity? Maybe can take our cue from St Patrick and say, “This much I know. The clover has three leaves but it is one clover. So it is with God.”
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Daniel Webster Whittle 1840-1901

	I know not why

Fighting in the American Civil War, Daniel Whit​tle lost his right arm, and end​ed up in a pris​on​er of war camp. When he was re​cov​er​ing in hos​pi​tal he found a New Test​a​ment and began to read it. A hospital orderly, having seen him reading the Bible, asked if he would pray with another prisoner who was dy​ing. At first he refused, but then agreed. He later wrote that God had used the dying boy to lead him to have faith in Christ:

“I dropped on my knees and held the boy’s hand in mine. In a few brok​en

 words I con​fessed my sins and asked Christ to for​give me. I be​lieved right

 there that He did for​give me. I then prayed ear​nest​ly for the boy. He 

be​came qui​et and pressed my hand as I prayed and plead​ed God’s 

prom​ises. When I arose from my knees, he was dead. A look of peace had

come over his trou​bled face, and I can​not but be​lieve that God who used 

him to bring me to the Sav​iour, used me to lead him to trust Christ’s 

pre​cious blood and find par​don. I hope to meet him in hea​ven.”

At the end of the war Whittle was given the rank of major. He went on to become a noted writer of evangelistic hymns. From his pen came the words of the hymn “I know whom I have believed”. In each verse Whittle declares that the mystery of God’s ways is beyond his understanding. But he does know that he believes in Christ:

I know not why God’s wondrous grace
To me he has made known,
Nor why - unworthy as I am -
He claimed me for His own.

But “I know whom I have believed
and am persuaded that he is able
to keep that which I’ve committed
unto him against that day.”

Quotes

The Trinity is the story of an unexpected God, in relationship with us in unexpected places and unexpected ways.
Luke Bouman
All sorts of people are fond of repeating the Christian statement that "God is love." But they seem not to notice that the words “God is love” have no real meaning unless God contains at least two persons. Love is something that one person has for another person. If God was a single person, then before the world was made, He was not love.
CS Lewis

Bring me a worm that can comprehend a man, and then I will show you a man that can comprehend the Triune God.

John Wesley

God is not solitude, but perfect communion. For this reason the human person, the image of God, realizes himself or herself in love, which is a sincere gift of self. 
Pope Benedict

Q: How many Christians does it take to change a light bulb?

A: One, but it’s kind of like three.
Anon
See also the Tenzing Norgay story in the children’s section below.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
 
	The challenge today for the church leader is to have a service that focuses on the nature of God as a Trinity. This will require some careful preparation. While some may be tempted to give a theology lecture, in the context of a worship service this subject should lead us into a deeper worship through the rest of the service and some practical application for the week ahead. 


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
* This description of the Trinity comes from Brian K Smith, Who made God? And other tricky questions (London: Melrose Books, 2010).


	Display, print or project these three things: a triangle, an egg and a clover. What do they have in common? The triangle has three sides, the clover has three leaves and the egg has three parts (shell, white and yolk). Although each of these is a bit inadequate, all of these things have been used to explain the Christian view of God as a Trinity. They each give us the idea of one God in three persons; Father Son and Holy Spirit. 
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Jesus is God-with-us, the Father is God-above-us and the Holy Spirit is God-in-us.* 
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Try to avoid using images that have one thing in three modes (like water, ice and steam) as these carry a wrong idea about God.
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa
FFS: Faith Forever Singing

HIOS: Hope is our Song


	This May is the 12th New Zealand Music Month. Through the whole of this month we have been especially recommending Kiwi music to use in your worship services. 
Notes from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 

Ten New Zealand hymns to conclude a church worship service on a strong note

(songs of commitment, songs to send people OUT to serve in God’s world, songs to energise people for God’s work in the weekday world).
From Alleluia Aotearoa

1. Join hands in the Spirit  AA 82. Words and music by Radha Wardrop. Excellent hymn for an interfaith service, either a Christian service focused on encouraging greater respect for other religions or a worship event planned by a group representative of different religions. 

2. Take my gifts  AA 127. Words by Shirley Murray and music by Colin Gibson. Classic hymn for Aotearoa. 

From Faith Forever Singing
3. Where the love of God is guiding  FFS 76. Air plane imagery from Shirley Murray and a forward and upward moving melody by Jillian Bray that keeps pace with the ‘flight path’ imagery. 

4. Song of faith that sings forever FFS 57. The partnership of Shirley Murray and Colin Gibson create a winner once again!

From Hope is our Song

5. Love is your way HIOS 95. Words from Shirley Murray and music by Per Harling. A World Council of Churches Assembly hymn that speaks for both the personal and global faith journey. 

6. Wisdom far beyond our knowledge HIOS 157. Words and music by Colin Gibson, who gives us a worldwide vision and mission, and a singable tune to energise us for the coming week. 

7.  God, companion of our journey HIOS 32. Words by Jocelyn Marshall, sung to a choice of traditional (and well known) tunes SUSSEX or CROSS OF JESUS. Also in same book by Jocelyn: God our father, mother, lover  HIOS 48.
8.  Christ has changed the world’s direction  HIOS 15. Challenging words by Shirley Murray and music by Barry Brinson. A hymn with a plea for unity, peace and justice, and the part that church people play in bringing these about on earth. 

9. Let our earth be peaceful  HIOS 87. Words by Shirley Murray and music by Colin Gibson. A singing group can lead by singing verse one, then all join in, repeating verse one and continuing with the following two verses. This is the later Shirley Murray style: simple, reflective, and hopeful. 

10. Who would walk cheerfully HIOS 129. Shirley Murray’s paraphrase of John Bunyan’s Who would true valour see, sung to well-known tune MONKS GATE.  Arising from her respect for the Society of Friends tradition, Shirley’s subtitle: Song for Quaker Friends. 

Other New Zealand hymns and songs for this week

Great ring of light  AA 57

I sing the grace HIOS 68 (Optional wording: The pronouns can be changed to plurals. ‘I’ becomes
       ‘we’ or ‘us’ etc)

Maker of mystery FFS 47

May the mystery AA 95
O threefold God of tender unity AA110

Free Kiwi music download from Life FM

More music suggestions below
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CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WOV:  With One Voice = AHB

	Hymns and Songs
Father in heaven WOV 399; H&P 3

Father we adore you SIS 174; CMP 139; S1 103
Father we love you SIS 451; CMP 142

Heavenly Father I appreciate you SIS 39

Holy, holy SIS 94; CMP 238

Holy, holy, holy MHB 36; WOV 65; H&P 7; CMP 237; S1 177

I bind unto myself today MHB 392

I know not why God’s wondrous grace CMP 279; S2 769
May the grace of Christ our Saviour WOV 373; H&P 762

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ SIS 247

One God S3 1463

The God of Abraham praise MHB 21; WOV 53; H&P 452; CMP 645; S2 975 

There is a redeemer SIS 644; CMP 673; S1 492

Triune God S4 2107

We believe in God the Father SIS 654; S1 541
We give immortal praise MHB 40; WOV 38; H&P 18
See above for New Zealand song suggestions
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	Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, 
you have given your servants grace, 
by the confession of a true faith, 
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity

and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity.
Keep us steadfast in this faith, 

that we may evermore be defended from all adversities; 

though Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
The Wonderful Name of the Lord – Psalm 8
Our Lord and Ruler,
    your name is wonderful everywhere on earth!
You let your glory be seen in the heavens above.
With praises from children and from tiny infants,
    you have built a fortress.
It makes your enemies silent,
    and all who turn against you are left speechless.
I often think of the heavens your hands have made,
    and of the moon and stars you put in place.
Then I ask, “Why do you care about us humans?
    Why are you concerned for us weaklings?”
You made us a little lower than you yourself,
    and you have crowned us with glory and honour.

You let us rule everything your hands have made.
And you put all of it under our power—
    the sheep and the cattle,
    and every wild animal,
    the birds in the sky,
the fish in the sea,
    and all ocean creatures.
Our Lord and Ruler,
    your name is wonderful everywhere on earth!

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

.

On the way to Busan

On the way to Busan, 

may we humbly walk 

with you, God of life.
On the way to Busan, 

guide us as we gather, 

pray and deliberate 

as disciples of Christ.
On the way to Busan,

lead us in the way of 

justice, peace and joy 

in the Holy Spirit.

Amen

© World Council of Churches
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Benediction
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ

the love of God

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

are with you now

and will be evermore.

Just prayers
Mark Pierson of World Vision NZ has created this series of short film-prayers to encourage Christian communities and individuals to think about issues of justice locally and globally.
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	On the road to Busan

At the end of October this year the World Council of Churches will hold its 10th Assembly in Busan, Korea. The Assembly is the governing body of the WCC and meets once every seven years. It is a time of fellowship, prayer and celebration. As a build-up to this event “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is each month including prayers and elements from the six-station resource Pilgrimage to Busan. 

Reflect on the questions from Station 3 – Living with people of other faiths below. Get some of your church leaders to respond in the service and seek other responses from the congregation. 
· How are people of other faiths received in your community? 
· What suspicions or obstacles do they experience? 

· Are there ways you have cooperated with people of other faiths on issues or projects in your community? 
· What have you learned from this? on what common concerns might you collaborate in the future?
Copyright © 2012 WCC Publications.
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Tenzing Norgay

1914-1986
	A guide and partner
Who has heard of Sir Edmund Hillary?

What special thing did Hillary do?

It was 60 years ago when Edmund Hillary made the first successful ascent to the summit of Mt Everest. Not quite as well-known as Hillary is his climbing companion Tenzing Norgay. Norgay is often referred to as Sherpa Tenzing. Many people from the Nepalese Indian Sherpa tribe are used as guides for expeditions to Everest. Norgay had been on six previous Everest expeditions before joining John Hunt’s 1953 team which included Edmund Hillary. He started off as an invaluable guide. On one occasion he saved Hillary from falling into a crevasse and from then on was regarded as a climbing partner. After Hillary and Norgay reached the summit on 29 May 1953 (the 60th anniversary is this coming Wednesday) neither climber would say who got there first. It must have been a great encouragement to Hillary to have such a knowledgeable guide and companion with him.
When Jesus was preparing his disciples for the time when he would no longer be with them, he said that the Holy Spirit would come and be a guide for them. The Holy Spirit is still present among us as a guide and a friend. 
   When the Friend comes, the Spirit of the Truth, he will take you by the hand and
    guide you into all the truth there is.  John 16.13 The Message

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  You can also scroll down to the bottom of the page to “Worship Bulletin” to get a printable activity sheet on today’s readings in MS Word.
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	Christian art: The farewell discourse of Jesus by Duccio 1255-1260 to1318-1319.
Trinity Cartoon from reverendfun. 
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 0064 9 525 4179 (w) 


Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
9

