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Sunday 31 March 2013
Resurrection
Year C – Easter Day - 31C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Isaiah 65.17-25 The Lord promises a new heaven and a new earth where his people will live in security and there will be no more crying or sorrow. Or Acts 10.34-43
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 A psalm of procession to be sung as the king enters the city. The people celebrate and the priests make a sacrifice to the Lord.
1 Corinthians 15.19-26 The promise of a resurrection for God’s people. “If our hope in Christ is good only for this life, we are worse off than anyone else.”
Luke 24.1-12 When the women went to the tomb to embalm the body of Jesus they found the stone rolled away and the tomb empty. Two angelic figures appeared and told them that Jesus had been raised from death. The apostles didn’t believe the women’s story, except Peter who checked it out and was left wondering. Or John 20.1-18
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	Lent and Easter

Today we reach the final topic in our “What’s it all about?” series which has been taking its themes from the lectionary readings from Luke and Philippians. The whole series is outlined below.

Additional material is available from the Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website among the Lent/Easter Resources. 

What’s it all about?

17 Feb

Lent 1

Luke 4.1-13

Temptation

24 Feb

Lent 2

Philippians 3.17-4.1
Citizenship

3 March
Lent 3

Luke 13.1-9

Grace - getting another chance

10 March
Lent 4

Luke 15.1-3, 11-32
Grace - being welcomed home

17 March
Lent 5

Philippians 3.4-14
Surrender 

24 March
Lent 6

Luke 19.28-40

Palm Sunday

28 March
Maundy Thursday                                  Tenebrae service

31 March
Easter Day
Luke 24.1-12

Resurrection
Today is the high point of the Christian year. It is a day of celebration. Celebrate the victory of Jesus over death. Celebrate the promised resurrection of all God’s people everywhere to be with their Lord in the new creation. In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C – Easter Day - 31C (4 April 2010).
Resurrection in the gospels
There is no description of the actual resurrection of Christ in the accounts of the four canonical gospels. All, however, go into some detail about the events surrounding the resurrection. A quick comparison reveals that this is perhaps where the gospel accounts are at their most diverse. There is a unity in the basic facts but diversity in the detail. Were there one or two angels at the tomb? Were they angels or men? To whom did they appear? Like fans giving their account of what actually happened at a rugby test, each has their own report depending on who they are and where they were seated. Luke, whose account we are following today, tells us only of resurrection appearances around Jerusalem.
A more fanciful account of the resurrection can be found in the second century apocryphal Gospel of Peter. It records three men coming from the tomb, along with a talking cross: “the head of the two reaching unto heaven, but that of the one being led out by a hand by them going beyond the heavens.”
Over the next fortnight we will continue the resurrection theme, following the more earthy accounts from the gospel of John where we meet the resurrected Christ eating bread and fish on the beach with his friends.

Resurrection of the body

“I believe in… the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.” So we say in the Apostles’ Creed and this has been the orthodox teaching of the Christian Church.  But what exactly do we mean by that?

It depends on what you understand a person to be.  Are people “souls” living in bodies? Do they have three parts: body, soul and spirit? Or does a person have an essential unity? Is Christian salvation concerned with saving “souls” or saving people? It gets even more blurred when you realise that some use the word “soul” to mean the whole person, others to mean the personality, and others still to mean spirit.

The ancient Greeks drew a distinction between physical and spiritual and, in the extreme Gnostic thinking, saw all the physical world as being evil and the spiritual as being good. According to Greek philosophy the spirit was imprisoned in the body. At the point of death then the spirit gets to escape the confines of the (evil) body and live on eternally (as in the top diagram). This seems to be the primary thought in popular Western culture and is encapsulated by the American abolitionist folk song “John Brown's body lies a-mouldering in the grave; His soul is marching on!” The Apostle Paul could be quoted giving Biblical support for this view when he says that he is willing to be “absent from the body and present with the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5.8 – Although, in context, this reference to “the body” probably means “this life”.)
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The middle diagram represents an addition to the first. On the other side of death there is a resurrection. At the resurrection, according to this view, we will receive a new body. This will be a spiritual body, a body of a totally different sort - not flesh and blood. Once again we can find some biblical support for this idea in Paul. “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable’ (1 Corinthians 15.50).

The bottom diagram represents the orthodox Christian belief. It was the standard Jewish belief between the Testaments, and is the general tenor of New Testament scriptures on the subject. At the resurrection Christians receive new bodies. The resurrection body is continuous with the original body, but different (as a seed is with a plant - 1 Corinthians 15.35-38). The proto-type for this is the resurrected Christ who was the same… but different.  In this sense our resurrection bodies will like his (Philippians 3.21). This is referred to as the “redemption of our bodies” (Romans 8.22). By this belief the physical world matters…  We were created as living bodies and what we do with our bodies matters.

All this becomes quite important to those who believe in life beyond death. The idea of living on as a disembodied spirit forever playing a metaphorical harp in metaphorical clouds holds little appeal. As an eternal reward, annihilation sounds to many to be a better option. But the idea of our mortal bodies at the resurrection putting on immortality and living with God in a physical world is both conceivable and attractive. 

Diagrams adapted from anthonysmith.me.uk and used with permission


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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* A list of who these women were can be found in the Easter Day 2012 “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” among the archived copies on the NZ Methodist website. 

	The loyal group of women* had followed Jesus down from Galilee to Jerusalem. When things seemed to unravel so badly, and Jesus was arrested, most of the disciples fled. But the women had remained. They were at the foot of the cross through Jesus’ most harrowing hours. They watched him die. A few hours later sundown brought the beginning of the Sabbath. Keeping the Sabbath, as the Law required, meant that Jesus’ body was not able to be embalmed before it was laid in the tomb. 
So it was on Sunday morning very early, between 3.00am and 6.00am, the women arrived at the tomb. Carrying with them embalming spices, they were drawn by their devotion and their desire to be close to Jesus. They knew that the tomb had been sealed and that guards had been posted. Those guards, they assumed, would have to help by rolling the heavy stone away from the tomb’s entrance. 

To their surprise, when they arrived, the stone had already been rolled away. When they ventured to enter the tomb, it was empty. They were totally perplexed. Then suddenly two men appeared, both dazzling in their brightness. Terrified, the women bowed their faces to the ground.

“Why are you looking among the dead for someone who is alive?” the men asked. As the men spoke to them, the women remembered that Jesus had predicted both his crucifixion and his resurrection. They went straight to the disciples and told them what had happened. The disciples refused to believe the women and told them they were speaking nonsense.
However, Peter had to check it out for himself. So he ran to the tomb to see. When he got there all he found in the tomb was a few grave clothes. That left him wondering what had happened.
Today we come to the high-point of the Christian year. And from Luke’s gospel we are retelling the story of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. After the darkness of Easter week with its story of betrayal, accusations, sentencing, suffering and death today we join with Christians all around the world in celebrating new life. It is a time to…
Believe

…which perhaps makes the response of Jesus’ disciples to the report of the women even more remarkable.

“The apostles thought it was all nonsense and they would not believe.” Luke 24.11

“I can’t believe that!” - Maybe that’s just the response you’d expect from your workmates when you explain that the meaning of Easter Day is actually not so much about chocolate eggs as the fact that Jesus rose from the dead. But you wouldn’t expect that response from Jesus’ disciples, would you?
Despite Jesus having told them beforehand that this would happen, it really was not within their thinking that he would literally rise from the grave. 
And maybe it’s not within ours. If we knew that a dead person could really come alive again, it would shape our whole view of reality. Life would not be what we think it is. And death would not be as it seems. Everything would need to be re-assessed. This small life on this small planet would need to be re-assessed. It takes some getting your head around. 
And it did for the disciples. They were now on a journey to discovering a new way of viewing their existence.  Through hints, then rumours, then appearances, gradually the reality dawns. Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. They believe and life is never going to be the same again. 
As with them, so with us. We are called to believe. It is our faith that makes us acceptable to God.  So the Apostle Paul writes “you will be saved, if you honestly say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and if you believe with all your heart that God raised him from death. God will accept you and save you, if you truly believe this and tell it to others.” (Romans 10.9-10)
It seems like nonsense until you believe and…
Look for the Christ among the living
“Why are you looking in the place of the dead for someone who is alive?” (Luke 24.5) asked the angelic figures.  
They were looking there, of course, because that was where they were expecting to find him. They carried with them all their memories of their associations with Jesus, but they naturally thought of him now as being dead.
When we regard the life and teaching of Christ solely as documented history we are doing the same thing. We can be aware of the life-setting of the gospels, the  nuances of the text, and the extra implications of the original languages and still completely miss the main point. The Christ, whom we study, is risen. 
Similarly our familiarity with the rituals, hymns, liturgies, sacraments and creeds of the church can make us expert in these areas. But these things only have value in that they provide a gateway to experiencing the living Christ!  He lives and desires to be actively involved in our lives, in our church, and in our world. 
This is the belief that we need to see on this Easter morning: A belief in the risen Christ present here among us to lead and guide his church. The risen Christ present to make the church a vibrant witness in the world. The risen Christ here to convict, convince and renew his church for its mission in the twenty-first century.
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	Look for the Christ among the living

Some years ago, along with the leaders of the church in which I was working, I was impressed with the ideas that Richard Foster had about spiritual formation. He was broadly inclusive of different Christian traditions and proposed setting up what he called Renovaré groups. The idea of the group meeting was to think about how we could use the traditional Christian practices and disciplines as an encouragement for each member to do things that would help in their Christian growth. 
We didn’t adopt the Latin name but, with some prior preaching about the idea and some fan-fare, we changed our Bible study groups into groups designed for Christian growth. It wasn’t an end to Bible study, as this was one of the disciplines that was encouraged, but the orientation was now towards action. It went well. The change was generally well received and seemed to be serving its purpose. 

Apart from one group that is. The leader of that group came to inform me that they had decided to return to being a regular Bible study group. When I enquired about the reason for the return to the older format I was told, “the people in our group prefer to just study the Bible as that way we don’t have to do anything”!
It is possible to lose ourselves in the text and miss the Living Christ who calls us to serve him.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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Aslan
	The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe
This children’s novel by CS Lewis was first published in 1950. The incident involving the rising of Aslan from the stone table tells the story of the resurrection for both children and adults.

“Oh Aslan!” cried both the children, staring up at him almost as much frightened as they were glad.

“Aren’t you dead then dear Aslan?” said Lucy

“Not now,” said Aslan….

“But what does it mean?” asked Susan when they were somewhat calmer.

“It means,” said Aslan, “that though the Witch knew the Deep Magic, there is a magic deeper still which she did not know. Her knowledge goes back only to the dawn of time. But if she could have looked further back, into the stillness and darkness before time dawned, she would have read there a different incantation. She would have known that when a willing victim who had committed no treachery was killed in a traitor’s stead, the Table would crack and Death itself would start working backward.”
CS Lewis, The lion the witch and the wardrobe (London: HarperCollins, 2001) 175-176
You could show a clip of this scene from the movie The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe (2005 – PG) by New Zealand director Andrew Adamson.
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A trumpet blast
“The trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised”

1 Corinthians 15.52

In both church-life and Scripture resurrection is associated with trumpet blasts. Do you have any trumpeters in your church that you could include in your service today? This could be an opportunity to involve your local Boys Brigade Company. Easter hymns like Jesus Christ is risen today and Yours be the glory will get a real lift from the inclusion of trumpets. 
If you have no trumpeters, you could use this YouTube clip of a child playing Yours be the glory on a trumpet.
Easter egg hunt

Get some bags of plain wrapped eggs. Hide them around the church grounds (or, if it is raining, in the church buildings) and have an Easter egg hunt following your service. Explain the Christian significance of the egg. (See children’s section below.)



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks H&P 250; SIS 276; CMP 30; S1 4
Celebrate Jesus, celebrate! S1 67

Christ is alive  AA 15

Christ is risen! Hallelujah MHB 206; CMP 74

Come risen Lord WOV 442; H&P 605
God sent his son CMP 52; S2 701
Hallelujah to the risen Lamb S4 1833

Hallelujah! Sing to Jesus WOV 439; CMP 207

He is Lord H&P 256; SIS 49; CMP 220; S1 158

How deep the Father’s love for us CMP 988; S1 185

I believe in Jesus CMP 264; S1 195

If we died with him SIS 354

I live, I live SIS 411; CMP 282; 

In Christ alone S3 1311

I serve a risen Saviour CMP 295

I will sing the wondrous story MHB 380; WOV 173; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821
Jesus Christ is risen today MHB 205; WOV 280; CMP 357; S1 276

Jesus stand among us (Pennefather)  MHB 684; H&P 530; CMP 380

Jesus stand among us (Kendrick) CMP 381

Low in the grave he lay MHB 211; H&P 202; CMP 453; S1 345
More than we know  HIOS 100

Morning has broken WOV 91; H&P 635; CMP 467

Where the light of Easter Day HIOS 153

Yours (Thine) be the glory MHB 213; WOV 303; H&P 212; CMP 689; S1 510

Easter is a Time of Rising

Easter is a time of rising,

Breaking forth, and being renewed,

Easter comes, the world surprising,

Showing us what God can do.

Easter is a time of rising,

Breathes new life to mind and soul,

Easter is the Lord’s uprising,

Christ is Risen, Christ extol.

Easter is a time of rising,

Let its wonder touch each heart,

Sense God’s power, ‘tis energising,  

Empowers us to play our part.

Easter is a time of rising, 

Gift of hope for one, for all,

Risen Christ, now present with us,

Raise all those who heed your call.

© Norman Brookes (used with permission) Tune: St Catherine H&P 141, MHB 157 Or: All for Jesus.  WOV 327




	Prayers
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	Collect
Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him:
grant that we, being dead to sin

and alive to you in Jesus Christ,

may reign with him in glory;

to whom with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

be praise and honour and glory and might

now and in all eternity. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)

Easter Sunday greetings

Christ has risen!


He has risen indeed!

And all around us there are reminders of life:


People alongside us breathing, shuffling a little, 



getting their limbs already to stand or sit.
There are children who have grown visibly since we saw them last: becoming marginally taller, 


more co-ordinated, 



more literate, 




more articulate.

There are fresh flowers, 


arranged by loving hands into shapes and patterns of beauty

There are signs of changing seasons outside as we arrived: 


the beginnings, the faint beginnings of a colder feel to the air, 



a slightly darker shade of green on trees 




as they begin to think about winter wardrobes.

There are things we know now that we did not know last week… things about life in our city (town), 


life in New Zealand, 



life around the world.

These and more are signs of hope: and change: and renewal.

There are also signs of aging.


Perhaps a twinge and a reminder that what once was easy 



now needs just a little more effort


Perhaps a hint that our bodies are slightly creakier, 



slightly less able to take anything that we feed them, 



slightly more dependent on pills and doctors…

There are memories of people who have passed on: 


whose lives touched ours, whose contributions matter:

And these are quiet reminders that one day 


we too will face the end of life was we know it.

We worship the God who loves us: who calls into fullness of life now

and in whom Jesus of Nazareth showed us that is not all there is:


there is more to life than this life


there is life yet to come



for Christ is risen: 

                        he is ris’n indeed.   
© Alan K Webster (used with permission)                 
A prayer for others on Easter Sunday

Living God,

We think of those who get buried;

buried with the intention of smothering them and what they stand for. 

We think of: 

artists with creative minds and ideas;

prophets who speak the truth;

whistleblowers who lift the covers;

the humble poor who get trodden on by greed;

children abused by manipulative predators;

those suffering from dementia and their carers.

                Together:

God may our words and prayers support those who feel buried, 

with the hope of the resurrection life. 

Living God,

We think of those who are life transformers;

who turn things around when we think it’s done and dead.

We think of:

enthusiasts who bring inspiration to the moribund;

teachers and coaches who inspire creativity;

those gardeners of the soul who nurture, prune and plant;

strategists who think outside the square;

writers whose poetry lifts our imagination;

painters who enable us to see perspective;

designers who recreate our urban landscape;

coaches who build teams and form community.


Together:
God, live in us,
fill our lungs with the air of your spirit,
enlarge our souls with the breath of creation,

move our bodies with your dance of joy,

feed our minds with the truths of resurrected life,

as we care for the earth and all who call it home.

Bless all who know and live eternal life,

because of one person they could not bury,

the Holy One of God, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Resurrection life

Lord Jesus Christ 

we thank you for your resurrection life.

May it be to us not just a theory

but a tangible reality

that lightens our darkness and stills our fears.

We thank you that you are the hope-giver.

We consciously join ourselves to you

and seek your unchanging and enduring quality of eternal life

for today, tomorrow … and even forever. 

Amen.

Confession of faith with actions

Christ has died;   (arms out-stretched  - ‘T’ shape)
Christ is risen;     (one arm raised straight up - finger pointed)
Christ will come again. (both arms raised  - ‘Y’ shape)
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing


	If you have Christians from different countries and cultures in your church ask some of them to share in the service today about how Easter is observed in their home churches and lands. What Easter traditions have developed? Are there public holidays for Easter? Are there events that involve the children? 
Do you have someone from the Northern Hemisphere who can talk about the associations between Easter and spring?
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Ctrl+Click to  

follow link
[image: image3.jpg]




	An Easter Game
To prepare you will need to hard boil several eggs. 
In New Zealand autumn is just beginning. That means in the Northern Hemisphere it is the start of spring. Even before the time of Jesus, eggs were given as a spring-time gift. They remind us of chickens hatching and new life. That is where the idea of Easter eggs comes from. 
How many of you have had an Easter egg today? Around the world there are many different games and activities associated with eggs and Easter. We are going to play a rather unusual one this morning. It comes from Greece, but I believe that it is also played in parts of Northern England. I need two volunteers to play. Each of you takes a boiled egg in your hand. The aim is to crack your opponent’s egg without cracking your own, and what you have to do is bang them together end on. 
(When you have a winner a new challenger takes another egg and the contest begins again.)
Today is Easter Day and an egg is a good symbol for Easter. On the outside it looks life-less, like a stone. But, out of eggs come little yellow fluffy chickens. New life. Really that’s quite surprising. Easter is all about surprises. 

When people killed Jesus by nailing him to a cross they thought he was finished. They put his body in a tomb and rolled a stone in front of it.  But that wasn’t the end. They were in for a big surprise because God raised him to life again. Just like new life comes out of an egg, Jesus was made alive again and came out of the grave. When the women went to his grave, in our reading from the gospel today, two men met them and said “Jesus isn’t here! He has been raised from death.” (Luke 24.6)
The really good thing about Jesus being alive is that he said that he will be with us always. We can’t see him, but we can always talk to him when we need his help and guidance.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	Google images for resurrection. 
The resurrection in Christian art from freeChristimages
For backgrounds, you could use images of Easter lilies.

The story of the empty tomb told in 24 slides from the Brick Testament and largely based on our reading from Luke today.
“Nothing is certain except what and taxes?!?” cartoon from reverendfun.com
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

