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Sunday 24 March 2013
Palm Sunday
Year C – Lent 6 - 24C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Isaiah 50.4-9 The third of the “servant songs” from Isaiah, which tells how God’s servant must suffer.
Psalm 118.1-2, 19-29 A psalm of procession to be sung as the king enters the city. The people celebrate and the priests make a sacrifice to the Lord.
Philippians 2.5-11  A hymn of the early church that describes Christ, who was truly God, emptying himself to become one of us and dying on a cross. God then gave him the highest place “So at the name of Jesus everyone will bow down.”
Luke 19.28-40 Jesus enters Jerusalem for the Passover and the crowds proclaim him as king.
For Passion Sunday

Psalm 31.9-16  Luke 22.14-23.56 
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	Lent and Easter

Holy Week begins today. An outline of the “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” Lent / Easter series “What’s it all about?” is printed below. The series is taking its themes from the lectionary readings from Luke and Philippians. 

Additional material is available from the Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website among the Lent/Easter Resources. You will find there two new Easter dramas and a 2013 Tenebrae service. The first drama is by Rosalie Sugrue and is called “Easter Women”. The second is a dramatisation of John’s account of the resurrection and will be included in the Easter Day edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”.
What’s it all about?

17 Feb

Lent 1

Luke 4.1-13

Temptation

24 Feb

Lent 2

Philippians 3.17-4.1
Citizenship

3 March
Lent 3

Luke 13.1-9

Grace - getting another chance

10 March
Lent 4

Luke 15.1-3, 11-32
Grace - being welcomed home

17 March
Lent 5

Philippians 3.4-14
Surrender 

24 March
Lent 6

Luke 19.28-40

Palm Sunday

28 March
Maundy Thursday                                  Tenebrae service

31 March
Easter Day
Luke 24.1-12

Resurrection
This 2013 series includes a Maundy Thursday service but not a Good Friday one. However, you will find resources for Good Friday that follow this year’s Bible passages (Year C - Good Friday - 29C) in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website.  You will also find there a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C - Lent 6 - 24C (28 March 2010).
“The triumphal entry” in the gospels

Today’s gospel passage (Luke 19.28-40) is one of the few events that is recorded in all four of the gospel records. You will find it in Matthew 21.1-11, Mark 11.1-11 and John 12.12-19. This parallels tool from the University of Toronto will allow you to compare the four different accounts.
Luke sees Jesus’ ministry in terms of a journey to the city of his destiny: Jerusalem. On Palm Sunday Jesus walks straight into the climax of the God’s plan for him. Volume 1 of Luke’s writings (his gospel) tells of the progress of Jesus on the road to Jerusalem and volume 2 (The Acts of the Apostles) tells of the progress of the gospel out from Jerusalem. 

Additional Harvest/Lent resources are available from Christian World Service.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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* The word used by Luke, usually translated as “colt”,  could also mean a young horse. It is Matthew who explains that it was a donkey’s colt.
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
* The Pharisees’ attempt to quieten the crowd is only recorded by Luke
* Our theme from 

  Lent 3

  March 3, 2013.


	Our gospel reading today has taken us to that well-known story of Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey to the adulation of the crowds. Apart from marking the beginning of Holy Week, there are some other thoughts that we can take away from our Palm Sunday service today.

Question authority
On my last visit to Christchurch, I was staying in the home of a younger minister. I couldn’t help but notice the large magnetic message stuck to his fridge. It said “Question Authority”. It made me smile – you see I’m a generation older, and we were brought up to respect authority. However, “Question authority” would make a good heading for our gospel reading today. 
The story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem turns the notion of kingly authority in its head. While Jesus riding a donkey was fulfilling a prophecy about how the Messiah would come (Zechariah 9.9), this mode of entry into Jerusalem was also very different from the expectations of those who had real political clout. 
It was riding a horse that showed that you had status. Horses were rare and available only to the upper classes. They were symbols of military might. Every ruler had to have them – they went with the job. 

By riding a borrowed donkey* foal Jesus turned the notion of kingly authority on its head. In this act his statement to those who trusted in chariots and warhorses was “my way is radically different.” 
If his actions were a statement to those who trusted the sword to secure their future, they also speak today to those who trust in the military might of tanks and war planes, drones and laser-guided missiles. It’s not the way of the borrowed donkey. Might means nothing.

The donkey also speaks to our hunger for status. We seek status by so many means: Be it the technology we own, the position we hold, the house we live in, the clothes we wear or the car we drive.  But it’s not the way of the borrowed donkey. Status means nothing.
The donkey story also speaks to our desire to be accepted with the right people. The old saying goes, “it’s not what you know but who you know”. But Jesus makes no attempt to be in with the right people. All the powerful people were lined up against him: the Jewish religious leaders and the Roman political leaders. His palm-waving procession was made up of peasants and paupers. Sidling up to the rich and powerful is not the way of the borrowed donkey.
Offer praise

“What is the chief end of man (sic)?” asks the Westminster catechism.

“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.”

Up until this time, there had been little opportunity to voice praise to Jesus. Any suggestion of proclaiming him to be king would have been politically dangerous.  But at this time, on this day the crowds shout out, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Luke 19.38 CEV) 

God must be worshipped. Not because God is vain and likes to have everyone acknowledge his greatness. But because it puts everything into the right perspective. When we acknowledge the greatness of God we have a better view of ourselves and of all creation. 

Realising the implications of the crowd’s shouts of praise, the religious leaders try to shut them up.* “Teacher, get your disciples to stop shouting!” To which Jesus replied, “If they kept quiet the stones would shout out!” Luke 19.39-40

God must be worshipped… whether it be by our shouting, or by our silence; by our singing or by our actions. 

We can so easily turn the simple act of offering praise and giving ourselves to God into a self-centred exercise: 

      I only like singing the new choruses…

      or I only like the old hymns… 
      I only like quiet worship… 
      or I only like loud worship… 

      and so we could go on. 

When we want to stamp corporate worship with our own preferences we make ourselves the centre of worship… and the stones are ready to rebuke us.

By whatever means we are to praise God. Offer praise to him because of who he is and because of what he has done.

Dare to follow
On Palm Sunday the crowds shouted “long live the king”. It was a black joke, for within a week the king was dead, condemned by the crowds. Did the mouths that shouted “hosanna” also shout “crucify him”? 

The risks of joining with Jesus on this day were unknown for the adoring crowd. But we know what was in the week ahead. The crowds that worshipped on Palm Sunday were nowhere to be seen on Good Friday. Some turned against him, some denied they knew him some ran away. Only one of Jesus’ twelve special friends was to be found at the foot of the cross.
So do we dare to follow him when we know that there is a price to pay? What is our choice when our commitment to Christ means we can’t go with the crowd? How do I react when God’s will conflicts with my own? What will I choose when serving others ceases to be fun and becomes costly? How will I react when I get no recognition for what I do? 

These are hard questions that bring into focus the reality of being a follower of Jesus. Like so many of those first disciples who were determined to follow Christ, we stumble and fall. The good news is that God is the God of the second chance.* Those deserting followers of Jesus were re-grouped, given the Holy Spirit’s power and sent out to give it another shot. 

Maybe that’s what we need.

Let us dare to follow him.  


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories
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Tertullian 160-225


	The stones will cry out
The earliest creedal confession of “Jesus is Lord” caused Christians all sorts of problems in the ancient world. The Emperor had received a semi-divine status and to refuse to acknowledge this was considered seditious. Not only that, but to refuse to acknowledge the other Romans gods was thought of as upsetting the natural order of things. Because of this, Christians were accused of being responsible for such things as famines and earthquakes. In the sporadic persecution that ensued, Christians were often faced with the choice of recanting their faith or being martyred. However, the martyrdom of Christians did nothing to stop the spread of Christianity.  The second century church father Tertullian reflected that “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church”.

	Broader / Personal

Preparation
KJV = King James Version of the Bible (1611)

	Some movies that you may consider screening during Holy Week
· Godspell (1973 – G). A movie adaptation of the musical. Based on Matthew’s gospel but set in New York City. 
· Jesus Christ Superstar (1973 – M). The movie based on the Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice rock opera – an oldie, but the music stands the test of time. Remade 2000 with Rik Mayall and Glenn Carter –also M.
· Jesus of Montreal (1989 – M). A group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ. As such it intersects with our Lenten themes. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.) 

· Jesus the Movie (1979 – G). A two hour classic life of Christ based on Luke’s gospel (in KJV English) which was made as an evangelistic tool. Now available in over 1000 languages.
· The Miracle Maker (2000 – PG). An engaging animation of the life of Christ. The expressiveness of the characters gives an uncanny realism. Will be enjoyed by all people of ages. 
· The Passion of the Christ (2004 – R15). Mel Gibson’s (writer and director) powerful portrayal of the death of Christ is a bit stark and graphic for the kids. The New Zealand censors gave it an R16 certificate – then reduced it to R15. It covers the last twelve hours of Christ’s life. Received generally good reviews (nominated for three Academy awards). In Aramaic, Latin and Hebrew with English subtitles.

· Son of God (2008 – PG). Tom Wright acts as a consultant to this three part BBC documentary which draws on historical, scientific and archaeological research and uses computer graphics to recreate the world of Christ. Part homage to Christ and part homage to science. Total running time 150 minutes.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Palms in church

Today is the day to decorate the church with palm branches. Get congregational members who have properties with palm trees to bring branches along. (Avoid the big phoenix palm branches with their vicious spikes at the base.)

A procession
Why not discuss with the leaders of a neighbouring church the possibility of having a combined Palm Sunday procession? Depending on where your church is, you could begin or end in a nearby park. Make sure that you have small palm branches available for everyone to carry. You could also make banners. The procession could be to the accompaniment of singing some of the Palm Sunday songs below – or it could be in silence. You might then decide to finish by going to your own separate services or meet to for a combined worship service.  
Jesus Rides into Jerusalem – dramatised reading
This dramatised reading is a composite from the four gospel accounts. It requires five people to have speaking parts and the whole congregation to read the part of the crowd. (Either print the crowd’s words in your bulletin or project them). 
The Players:


Narrator


Jesus


Owner

     
Disciple


Pharisee

     
Crowd

As this is a dramatic reading rather than a play, the script could be given to confident readers on the day (although you may want to pre-warn some people). You could assemble all the readers at the front of the church, or just have the narrator at the front and have the others read (with a big voice) from where they are sitting in the church.

Narrator 

Jesus was heading to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. When he was near Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples on ahead. He said to them
Jesus 

Go into the next village, where on entering you will find a young donkey tied, on which no one has ever ridden; untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' tell them, 'The Lord has need of it.'
Narrator 

The two who were sent went away found a donkey tied at the door, out in the open street, just as Jesus had told them.  And as they were untying the donkey, its owners said to them
Owner 

Why are you untying the donkey?
Disciple 

The Lord has need of it.
Narrator 

They brought the donkey to Jesus. Then they threw their garments on the donkey and Jesus sat upon it. And as he rode along, the people spread their garments on the road. Others cut leafy branches from the trees and spread them on the road. As he was now drawing near Jerusalem, at the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with loud voices for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying
Crowd 

Hosanna to the Son of David. 

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!
Narrator

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him
Pharisee 

Teacher, tell your disciples to be quiet
Jesus 

I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.

Narrator

This is the record of the Gospel. 

Praise be to Christ Jesus our Lord



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All glory praise and honour MHB 84; WOV 250; H&P 160; CMP 9

All people that on earth do dwell MHB 2; WOV 10; H&P 1; CMP 20; S1 13

Clap your hands CMP 81

Come into the streets with me  AA 22

For the crowd FFS 18

Give me a rhythm S4 1801

Hail Jesus you’re my king SIS 650; S1 140

Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709
Hosanna, hosanna SIS 538; CMP 242; S1 182

Hosanna, loud hosanna MHB 836
I will enter his gates SIS 139; CMP 307; S1 262

King of kings SIS 409; CMP 398; S1 307

Lift high the cross AA 87

Lift up your heads SIS 218; CMP 418; S1 321

Make way, make way SIS 587; CMP 457; S1 349

Prepare ye the way SIS 88

Rejoice greatly SIS 148

Ride on, ride on in majesty WOV 264; H&P 159; CMP 580

Salvation belongs to our God CMP 924; S1 443

The children sing hosanna WHV 48

The steadfast love SIS 414; CMP 666; S1 505

This is the day (Watts) WOV 289; H&P 577

This is the day (Garrett) H&P 578; SIS 40; CMP 691; S1 517

We are marching in the light CMP 954; S1 539

Who would walk cheerfully  HIOS 129
You are the king of glory SIS 323; CMP 790




	Prayers
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	Collect

God of all redeeming grace, 

in your great love you gave your only Son 

to die for the sins of the whole world. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit 

to worship you with reverence, 

and to enter with joy 

into the celebration of those mighty acts 

whereby you bring us life and immortality; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship

Come and praise the Lord.

Give thanks to him

because he is kind and merciful.

This is the day that belongs to the Lord

Let us celebrate and be glad.

His steadfast love endures forever.

Psalm 118

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
      His faithful love endures forever. 
Let all Israel repeat:
      “His faithful love endures forever.”
Open for me the gates where the righteous enter,
      and I will go in and thank the Lord.
These gates lead to the presence of the Lord,
      and the godly enter there.
I thank you for answering my prayer
      and giving me victory! 
The stone that the builders rejected
      has now become the cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing,
      and it is wonderful to see.
This is the day the Lord has made.
      We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Please, Lord, please save us.
      Please, Lord, please give us success.
Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
      We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God, shining upon us.
      Take the sacrifice and bind it with cords on the altar.
You are my God, and I will praise you!
      You are my God, and I will exalt you! 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
      His faithful love endures forever.

Psalm 118.1-2&19-29 New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation.
Palm Sunday
A poem by Deepa Agarwai

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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Neighbours Day – 24 March 2013

Today is Neighbours Day Aotearoa. Neighbours Day is all about turning strangers into neighbours and streets into neighbourhoods. Visit the website
Why not get your church involved by hosting a neighbourhood party for those living around the church? It could be a picnic lunch after your morning worship service.

Take the opportunity in you service today to pray for those who live in the neighbourhood of the church.
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	Make a palm banner
Tell the story of Jesus entering Jerusalem (Luke 19.28-40) with the crowds shouting praises and waving palm branches. 

Make a banner featuring a palm print from each the children. Use a water-based poster paint. This is a bit messy, but the kids will love it. You’ll need a good supply of water and towels so the children can clean up before the paint gets onto their clothes. Display the banner at the front of the church.
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More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	You will find a great supply of images by Googling images for:
· Palm branches

· Palm Sunday

· Palm Sunday banners

· Palm Sunday procession

Entry into Jerusalem in stained glass
Palm Sunday cartoon from reverendfun.com
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 

[image: image10.jpg]



Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2
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