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Sunday 17 March 2013
What’s it all about? – 5. Surrender
Year C – Lent 5 - 23C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Isaiah 43:16-21 A new exodus is planned for God’s people, even greater than the exodus from Egypt. “I am creating something new. There it is! Do you see it? I have put roads in deserts, streams in thirsty lands.”
Psalm 126 A song celebrating the return of the exiles from captivity and the joy of their first harvest. “May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.” 

     or Psalm 119.9-16
Philippians 3:4b-14 Paul has given up previous ambitions and now desires to know Christ and to strive toward the goal of being called to heaven. “All I want is Christ and to know that I belong to him.”
John 12:1-8  When Mary anoints Jesus’ feet with a very expensive bottle of perfume Judas criticises her, but Jesus defends her actions.
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible

KJV =- King Janes Version of the Bible
	Lent and Easter

This Sunday is the fifth Sunday of Lent. “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following a Lenten series called “What’s it all about?” which takes its themes from the lectionary readings from Luke and Philippians. The series is outlined below. Today’s theme of surrender follows naturally on from the theme of grace that we have been following over the past two weeks.
Additional material is available from the Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website among the Lent/Easter Resources. You will find there two new Easter dramas and a 2013 Tenebrae service. The first drama is by Rosalie Sugrue and is called “Easter Women”. The second is a dramatisation of John’s account of the resurrection and will be included in the Easter Day edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”.
What’s it all about?

17 Feb

Lent 1

Luke 4.1-13

Temptation

24 Feb

Lent 2

Philippians 3.17-4.1
Citizenship

3 March
Lent 3

Luke 13.1-9

Grace - getting another chance

10 March
Lent 4

Luke 15.1-3, 11-32
Grace - being welcomed home

17 March
Lent 5

Philippians 3.4-14
Surrender 

24 March
Lent 6

Luke 19.28-40

Palm Sunday

28 March
Maundy Thursday                                  Tenebrae service

31 March
Easter Day
Luke 24.1-12

Resurrection
You will also find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C - Lent 5 - 23C (21 March 2010), in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. 
Philippians – Dour Christians?
When Paul headed West on his missionary journey the first church he founded was the one at Philippi.  A business woman called Lydia became a follower of Jesus (Acts 16.12-15) and a founding pillar of the new church. 

The letter written by Paul to the Philippian Christians is thought of as one of his “prison letters”. The other prison letters are Colossians, Ephesians and Philemon. It is generally considered that Paul wrote Philippians towards the end of his life while he was under house arrest in Rome and awaiting trial, although a quick look at the introduction of a few Philippians commentaries will provide numerous other theories. 

Even though he contemplates that the outcome of a trial may be a death sentence, the theme of the letter is joy.  Paul uses the word “joy” (as a noun or as the verb “rejoice”) sixteen times in the four short chapters of the letter. This alone gives us some insight into the nature of the Christian life, for the joy of which he speaks is clearly not some superficial happiness but a deep seated radiance and contentment that endures despite adverse circumstances.

It reminds me of this quote from Tony Campolo. “Most Christians I know have just enough of the Gospel to make them miserable, but not enough to make them joyful. They know enough about the biblical message to keep them from doing the things which the world tempts them to do; but they do not have enough of a commitment to God to do those things through which they might experience the fullness of his joy.” Anthony Campolo, Seven Deadly Sins (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1987) p21.
Paul the Pharisee

In our own day we use the term “Pharisee” as a synonym for hypocrite, but in New Testament times a Pharisee was a powerful and respected member of the community. To be a Pharisee required discipline, dedication and devotion. The whole of one’s life was devoted to obedience to God and his Law. The Pharisees were the spiritual elite of the land.
Yet all of this devotion and status Paul counts as “garbage” (Philippians 3.8 CEV) compared to the wonderful knowledge of Christ as his Lord. The word translated garbage is literally “excrement”, or “dung” as rendered by KJV.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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	Still screening in the movie theatres is Les Miserables, the movie adaptation of the musical based on Victor Hugo’s book. It recently received three Academy Awards, and stars Hugh Jackman and Anne Hathaway.

For those unfamiliar with the story, the plot revolves around Jean Valjean who seeks shelter in a church and is welcomed by the priest. He steals the church’s silverware but when he is captured and is returned by the police, instead of sending him back to prison, the priest shows him grace. In response to this grace Valjean surrenders his life to God. All his subsequent decisions are based on this surrender.  
My soul belongs to God, I know

I made that bargain long ago,

he gave me hope when hope was gone

he gave me strength to carry on.

The story is a good one to illustrate our theme today as his words echo those of Paul in our reading this morning. “I have given up everything” (Philippians 3.8). It reminds us in this Lent of the call to…

Surrender 
How do we regard all the accomplishments and ambitions in our lives? What do we think about our past with all its merits and mistakes?
In our reading today Paul can’t help recounting that he has reason to be proud. He was well-born into a prestigious Hebrew tribe. His parents brought him up meeting the highest standards. He had more than met the stringent demands of training to be among the nation’s spiritual elite. All through this process he had never faltered. (Philippians 3.4-6)
These were the things that he once considered to be of greatest value. Then he met Christ. And what a turn-around! 
In surrendering to Christ, he looks at all his best achievements and says that he now counts them all as “garbage”. (Philippians 3.8) He captures for us the implications of being a follower of Christ. It is not just a matter of us getting a bit of faith in God on board to help us sail through the journey of life. Rather we are called to climb aboard a vessel that is headed the way God wants. In so doing, we align ourselves completely with God’s will. 

Christ calls us to unconditional surrender. To Christ we surrender our pride and our ambitions. We surrender our past with all its achievements and disappointments, gains and losses, mistakes and merits. So that we can…
Know Christ 
“All I want is to know Christ,” says Paul (Philippians 3.10).
Knowing someone is not as straight-forward as we may first suppose. There are degrees of knowing a person and we can never fully know another. 
So it is that we can know all about Christ. We may know that he was crucified by the Romans outside Jerusalem some 2000 years ago. We may know that he taught about God’s reign and claimed to embody the truth. We may know that he claimed to be the way to God. If we conclude that his claims are true, it leads us beyond just knowing about Christ to knowing Christ. This is what Paul refers to as “knowing Christ Jesus as my Lord” (Philippians 3.8). It requires the response of trusting in him.

We can watch the jumbo jets flying in and out of the airport and believe that they really are jet airliners that fly people to Sydney. But if we want to get to Sydney, we have to commit ourselves to the object of our belief. We must board the aircraft.

So it is with Christ. When we trust ourselves to him, he gives us the wonderful new life that Paul speaks of and we are able to say with him, “I know Christ Jesus is my Lord.”
This is a life changing encounter. But it is not an end. It is the beginning of a process. Our reading likens it to the beginning of a race and encourages us to…
Run to the goal (Philippians 3.14) 

Paul is using the metaphor of an athlete running for a prize. Those who have children or grandchildren in competitive sports will know of the cost and commitment required to compete at a prize-winning level. When my daughter represented New Zealand in rhythmic gymnastic competitions it involved a clear focus, for-going a social life to spend every spare moment practising, and considerable financial commitment. 
So it is that when we receive the heavenly call, we become swept up in the grace of God and strive to live to serve and please Christ. 

Next Sunday we begin Holy Week. We will think about Jesus entering Jerusalem and being heralded as God’s king. We will think about the last time Jesus was with his disciples before his death, how he broke bread and predicted the events to come. We will be drawn down the dark road of his trial, sentencing, mockery and crucifixion. We will await the bright dawning of the resurrection on Easter Day. These events are hard to look at from the outside.  It is an appropriate time to think about how they impact on our lives. Are they facts of history from which we are detached?  Or are we drawn into them? Have we responded by surrendering to Christ and being embraced by him and his wonderful will for our lives?  
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	The hound of heaven
This poem by English poet Francis Thompson (1859-1907) speaks of the way we run from God and how he pursues us with his divine grace. When we finally surrender to that from which we are running we find in God the security, well-being and wholeness that we desire. The poem begins:
I fled Him, down the nights and down the days;
I fled Him, down the arches of the years;
I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways
 Of my own mind; and in the midst of tears
I hid from Him, and under running laughter.
Up vistaed hopes I sped;
And shot, precipitated,
Adown Titanic glooms of chasmed fears,
From those strong Feet that followed, followed after.
But with unhurrying chase,
And unperturbèd pace,
Deliberate speed, majestic instancy,
They beat - and a Voice beat
More instant than the Feet -
'All things betray thee, who betrayest Me'

Let us allow God to find us, surrender to him and say “Yes, Lord. Whatever you want.”
As well as the poem, the amazing story of the life of Francis Thompson would be a great illustration for today’s theme.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship
“No one should be surprised at the difficulty of faith, if there is some part of his (sic) life where he is consciously resisting or disobeying the commandment of Jesus. Is there some part of your life which you are refusing to surrender at his behest, some sinful passion, maybe, or some animosity, some hope, perhaps your ambition or your reason? ... How can you hope to enter into communion with him when at some point in your life you are running away from him?” 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (New York: Touchstone, 1995) p66-67
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	U2 - Surrender
Many of the early songs and performances of Irish band U2 were wrapped around the theme of surrender:

· From the song Surrender off their first album Boy (1980) “Surrender, surrender… if I want to live, I’ve got to die to myself someday.”

· From the song With or without you off The Joshua Tree album (1987) “And you give yourself away, and you give yourself away.”

· The song Sunday bloody Sunday off the War album (1983) is about the 1972 incident when 26 protesters were shot by soldiers in Northern Ireland. It was performed live with the waving of a white flag. The white flag also featured on the accompanying tour t-shirt.
· The more recent Moment of surrender from No line on the horizon (2009)  is rather more obscure 
I was speeding on the subway
Through the stations of the cross
Every eye looking every other way
Counting down 'til the pain would stop
At the moment of surrender
Of vision over visibility
I did not notice the passers-by
And they did not notice me

Les Miserables (2012 – M)

See introduction to Preaching thoughts (above). The book, musical and the movie all relate to our theme today.
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	White flag
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Display a white flag at the front of the church to set the scene for today’s theme. For 2000 years the white flag has been a symbol of surrender. 
Confusing patriotism with Christianity some churches, especially American ones, are rather keen on displaying their national flag. In the last century two Americans, Charles Overton and Ralph Diffendorfer, who was at the time secretary of the Methodist Young People’s Missionary Movement, designed and began to display what they called a “Christian flag” (pictured right). The white background is to symbolise the Christian concept of surrender.  


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All I am S4 1707

All to Jesus I surrender CMP 25; S1 15

Faith has set us on a journey
FFS 14

Father I adore you SIS 174 
God, come now to explore my heart HIOS 38

Have your own way Lord CMP 212
O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; H&P 704; S1 391

Not my will, but yours be done SIS 14

I am weak but thou art strong (Just a closer walk with thee) – words and

      scoresheet from timelesstruths.org
In full and glad surrender MHB 567

Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141; CMP 359

Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297

Just as I am, your own to be MHB 364; WOV 527
Just as I am without one plea MHB 353; WOV 497; H&P 697; CMP 396; S1 306

Make me a captive, Lord MHB 596; WOV 528; H&P 714; CMP 455
Rock of ages cleft for me MHB 498; WOV 157; H&P 273; CMP 582; S1 950

Rock of ages cleft for me (adapted Kendrick) S1 951

Saviour, your dying love MHB 579; CMP 586
Something’s dead inside me HIOS 123

Take my life and let it be MHB 400; WOV 520; H&P 705; CMP 624; S1 486

This is my desire CMP 1013; S1 515

When I survey MHB 182; WOV 258; H&P 180; CMP 755; S1 572

Your way, not mine O Lord MHB 515
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	Collect
Almighty God, 

your Son came into the world 

to free us from sin and death. 

Breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, 

that we may be raised to life in Christ, 

and serve you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)

Lord we thank you that you’ve called us

Lord we thank you that you’ve called us

        We will journey with you Lord
You said, “Come and follow me.”

        We will journey with you Lord
We will follow where you lead us

        We will journey with you Lord
You are our trustworthy Guide

        We will journey with you Lord
You hold our future in your hands

        We will journey with you Lord
You are the living God
        We will journey with you Lord
The Lord has done great things

By obeying your commands 

our lives are kept pure

The Lord has done great things for us

And we are glad

By keeping your Law in our hearts

We will not sin against you

The Lord has done great things for us

And we are glad

We delight in following your commands 

More than riches or wealth

The Lord has done great things for us

And we are glad

Those who weep while they plant

Harvest with joy

The Lord has done great things for us

And we are glad

Those who carry precious seed

Return singing for joy

The Lord has done great things for us

And we are glad

Based on Psalms 119.9-16 and 126
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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God of life,

lead us to
]ustlce and peace
World Council of Churches
10th Assembly

30 October to 8 November 2013
Busan, Republic of Korea




	On the road to Busan

At the end of October this year the World Council of Churches will hold its 10th Assembly in Busan, Korea. The Assembly is the governing body of the WCC and meets once every seven years. It is a time of fellowship, prayer and celebration. As a build-up to this event “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will each month include prayers and elements from the six-station resource Pilgrimage to Busan. 
Reflect on the excerpt from Station 1 – Christian Unity below. Get some members of your congregation to share in your service how they have experienced fellowship with Christians from other traditions.
Jesus prayed, “I ask … that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me, and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (John 17: 20-21). Unity among Christian believers is what God wills; 

continuing divisions are real wounds to the church as the body of Christ. 

What are some ways in which the lack of Christian unity is apparent in your community? How are Christians divided from one another? How does this affect their witness to the gospel and their working together in the community?
“We are called to be ecumenical people…. The Holy Spirit isn’t waiting for official ‘OKs’ from church bodies to get their members to worship, learn with, and grow with other churches.… People expect churches to compete with and criticize one another, even to fight. When we work together we show a different understanding of Jesus.” (Jane Jebsen)

Copyright © 2012 WCC Publications.
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	Wrestling with God

Bring along a picture of a wrestling bout, or show this “Save Olympic wrestling” clip from YouTube (1 minute 40 seconds).

Have you ever watched a wrestling match on television? 
There are several sorts of wrestling. At the moment they are trying to decide if wrestling will still be an Olympic sport. In a way it would be a shame if it wasn’t, because wrestling was one of the original sports in the ancient Olympics. The type of wrestling that they have at the Olympic Games has been a sport for thousands of years. 
American professional wrestling is quite different and involves a lot of theatrics (acting). The athletes are very big and fit and throw themselves all around the ring. One way of winning in a pro-wrestling fight is to lock your opponent into a painful position until he or she signals to the referee the desire to give up or surrender.
Sometimes we act a bit like we are in a wrestling match with God. We are determined that we know best and want to do things our way, but he wants us to give up and let him control our lives. It is not until we submit that we realise that God knows what is best for us.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  
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	Google images for surrender and surrender to God.

Watch this very clever YouTube clip that plays with the words of Philippians 3.7-9
Surrender cartoon from reverendfun.com
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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