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Sunday 10 March 2013
What’s it all about? 

4. Grace – being welcomed home
Year C – Lent 4 - 22C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Joshua 5:9-12 The Lord took away from Israel the disgrace of being slaves in Egypt. They celebrated the Passover and started eating the food grown in Canaan.
Psalm 32 Those who confess their sins know the joy of forgiveness. The Lord protects and guides his people. “You are my hiding place! You protect me from trouble, and you put songs in my heart”.
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 God was in Christ offering peace and forgiveness to people. For those who belong to Christ, everything becomes new.
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 To illustrate the breadth and depth of God’s love, Jesus tells a story about a man with two sons.
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	Lent and Easter

This Sunday is the fourth Sunday of Lent. “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following a Lenten series called “What’s it all about?” which takes its themes from the lectionary readings from Luke and Philippians. The series is outlined below.

Additional material is available from the Refresh section of the NZ New Methodist website among the Lent/Easter Resources. You will find there two new Easter dramas and a 2013 Tenebrae service. The first drama is by Rosalie Sugrue and is called “Easter Women”. The second is a dramatization of John’s account of the resurrection and will be included in the Easter Day edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”.
What’s it all about?

17 Feb

Lent 1

Luke 4.1-13

Temptation

24 Feb

Lent 2

Philippians 3.17-4.1
Citizenship

3 March
Lent 3

Luke 13.1-9

Grace - getting another chance

10 March
Lent 4

Luke 15.1-3, 11-32
Grace - being welcomed home

17 March
Lent 5

Philippians 3.4-14
Surrender 

24 March
Lent 6

Luke 19.28-40

Palm Sunday

28 March
Maundy Thursday                                  Tenebrae service

31 March
Easter Day
Luke 24.1-12

Resurrection
You will also find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages Year C - Lent 4 - 22C (14 March 2010) in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. 
A father and his sons
Chapter 15 of Luke brings together three parables of Jesus about something lost being found. They are bound together by an introduction that tells us Jesus was being criticised for welcoming sinners. All three parables are unique to Luke’s gospel. They combine well with today’s Psalm. If focusing on the parable of the lost sons sounds like well worn territory, try watching the YouTube video that is recommended in the PowerPoint section below. It was made for a church film festival and I was surprised by how moving I found it to be.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
* Reputedly by 
  Charles Dickens
KJV = King James Version of the Bible
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	Luke records for us three stories in a row that Jesus told about being lost. There is a lost sheep, there is a lost coin, but the theme reaches its climax in the story about two lost sons. It’s been called the greatest story ever told.*
Unlike the lost coin and the lost sheep, the sons in Jesus’ story are lost through their own deliberate decision. One callously turns his back on his father and heads off. The other chooses to harbour a grievance and resist his father’s invitation to come inside. I suppose though, that the stories are more about being found than lost. They are stories about the greatness of the grace and love of God that welcomes us home. They show how God’s grace can defeat our stupid wandering, the influence of other people, and even our own wilfulness.

And in our age of individuality and isolation, it is worth noting that Jesus characterises lost-ness by isolation:
· The sheep on its own is lost

· The coin apart from the other coins is lost

· The son who wanders off is lost

· The other son who won’t join in the celebration is lost

It’s lost people who say, “Working out my spirituality is a very personal thing. I don’t need to be part of a Christian community. The solitary life where I find my reality.” Found-ness is characterised by celebrating together, sharing, and fellowship.
Today’s story has three characters, and we learn something from each of them:
1. There’s the younger son who only thinks of what he wants

2. There’s the Father who has great love

3. There’s the older son with a grievance

From the younger son we hear the call to:

Come to our senses

A literal rendering of Luke 15.17 is “He came to his senses”. This is the essence of what we mean when we talk of repentance. The younger son finally realised what sort of person he was becoming.
He had gone to his father and said, “give me”. A son was, of course, entitled to share his father’s wealth when his dad died – and sometimes a father would divide his wealth before he died. But this son had said, “I want. I want for me and I want it now. I want to seize my opportunities.” As the story unfolded he discovered that his demand “give me” did not bring the best kind of life. The youngest son learnt the hard way that the words “give me” ultimately do not lead to fulfilment at all. On the other hand the words “forgive me” result in a wonderful welcome.
When the younger son said “give me”, the father gave. It’s a difficult thing for a father to let his son go off and ruin himself. Off he went for fun, and freedom, and life. He probably went north to Antioch, away from the Jews and all their religious hang-ups. Antioch was known for high living. He forgot about his dad and the farm, and the people at home.

But his dad didn’t forget. Every day he was out looking for his son’s return. He seemed to know that the bubble would burst. It’s still true today that people sell out on their better ideals for popularity, wealth or a high time. The paths that we follow either lead us to, or away from, God and his will. And it is our choice.
This lost son ran out of money and found himself a job feeding pigs (a job that would be repugnant to Jews). That was when he came to his senses. As a last resort he thought, “I’d be better off at home.”

When we come to our senses, God is always there as a last resort. And when we come to the end of the road, that is often the place to find a wonderful new beginning.

So he rehearsed his speech. “Father, I've sinned against God, I've sinned before you; I don't deserve to be called your son. Take me on as a hired hand.” (Luke 15.8-19). He returned home and he discovered the father’s grace.

Discover the father’s welcoming grace

His father was out watching, and he saw him while he was still a long way off. His heart pounding he ran to him, embraced him and kissed him. That remorseful son began his contrite speech, but his father wasn’t listening. He was calling to his servants, “Get some clean clothes for my boy, the family ring for his finger, sandals for his feet… Oh and kill a calf so we can serve some prime beef. We’re going to have a feast. This is a wonderful time. My son is here. He was far away, but now he home again!”
There’s no rebuke, no advice, no demands. Just grace. Surely the human response to this wayward son is, “You prove yourself first, buddy”. But God responds with grace – wonderful grace! Undeserved favour for you and me.

This is the heart of the gospel. God loves us all the time. He loves us when we have made bad choices. He loves us when we are doing wrong. Even his errant sons and daughters he loves, and loves, and carries on loving.

His offer of forgiveness is constant (although we cannot receive it until we come to our senses). And this grace of the father would be a marvellous note on which to end the story, but “the parable of the prodigal son” (as the old KJV heading puts it) is a misnomer, for this is the story of two sons. 

The older son was not pleased to see the return of his younger brother. This last part of the parable was told against the Pharisees and Scribes (who we read in Luke 15.2 were “grumbling”). 

But there is a lesson for us: Beware the attitude of the older son.

Don’t carry a grudge

The older son was offended by his younger brother’s return. He got everything out of perspective. His whole outlook was distorted. “It’s all very well for him to turn up now, but give me some recognition for the fact that I’ve been here for a long time.”

In the words of today’s passage, “The older brother stormed off in an angry sulk and refused to join in.” Luke 15.28 (The Message)

“Kill the prize heifer? – We haven’t done that before! You never did that for me!”
As a community of God’s people we dare not be limited by what we used to do. Ralph Neighbour famously wrote a book entitled, “The seven last words of the church”. The seven last words of the church are, “We never tried it that way before”. Yes, we are grateful for the faithful folk who have served the church in the past, but we are not going to return to do things the way they used to be done. We can learn from the past, but different people living in a different age require different methods.
And how proud that older son was!

“Look how many years I’ve stayed here serving you” (Luke 15.29) … and I’ve never had any recognition. Our status and self-righteousness get knocked for a six by the overwhelming grace of God that accepts:

· the wayward, and the diligent on the same basis as eachother
· or the recent arrival, and those who have been around forever on the same basis as eachother
Parables are prone to have a sting in their tail. And the sting in the tail of this one is in what happened to that older son.
What happened to that older son? 
The last thing we read about him is that he refused to go in. Once again the father takes the initiative and goes out to him. He extends his grace. He invites him in.  He pleads with him. Will he come in and join the celebration? Or will he stay outside, alone in the cold, lost and bearing a grudge? We’re left to write our own ending.

What a story! What a family! Two sons lost – one came to his senses. He was welcomed home and discovered the father’s grace.

The other carried a grudge… and we don’t know what became of him. But we do know that father pleads also with us. Calls us to come to our senses, experience his wonderful grace, and be welcomed home.



	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	A true story to introduce the parable

One wet Sunday night at Ngutunui, just South of Hamilton a four year old boy sparked a huge Search and Rescue operation. Caleb Dowty disappeared at Walter Scott Reserve at 3.30pm on Sunday while he was out walking with a relative as a treat.

Caleb’s mother and father, Melanie and Mark, spent the night at a Search and Rescue base, awaiting word from up to 100 volunteers and search staff who were out looking for their son.
After spending a night in the bush, Caleb Dowty was found wet and cold at 4.30am on Monday morning. According to his mother he was sparking, and probably thought he was on a big adventure. Speaking from her Te Awamutu home the next day Melanie said her son was sound asleep after a night that had been tiring for the family.

Despite the drama Caleb was no worse for wear and only slightly tired, Mrs Dowty said.

"He actually came home a box of birds. He was happy as Larry and really excited but it's sort of caught up as the day's gone on and he's asleep now. I don't think he fully understood what all the fuss was about."

Caleb probably thought he was on an adventure, Mrs Dowty said.

"He loves doing that type of thing. I think all four year old boys love to do it. He lives on the farm and he's really into climbing fences, walking up and down hills and exploring the farm and everything that's on the farm. It was just a whole new experience going into the bush like that."

Mrs Dowty said despite the cold and rain, "I just felt that he was all right. We are overwhelmingly grateful for everything that everybody did."

It’s easy to identify with Melanie Dowty.  How grateful a parent would be to welcome home a returning lost son.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Some movies that you may consider screening over Lent and Easter
· Chocolat (2000 – M). A mother and her young daughter arrive in a small French village and open a chocolatiere during Lent, provoking the ire of the devout mayor. Raises the issue of compassion verses legalism. Nominated for five Academy awards. 
· Godspell (1973 – G). A movie adaptation of the musical. Based on Matthew’s gospel but set in New York City. 
· Jesus Christ Superstar (1973 – M). The movie based on the Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice rock opera – an oldie, but the music stands the test of time. Remade 2000 with Rik Mayall and Glenn Carter –also M.
· Jesus of Montreal (1989 – M). A group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ. As such it intersects with our Lenten themes. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.) 

· Jesus the Movie (1979 – G). A two hour classic life of Christ based on Luke’s gospel (in KJV English) which was made as an evangelistic tool. Now available in over 1000 languages.
· The Miracle Maker (2000 – PG). An engaging animation of the life of Christ. The expressiveness of the characters gives an uncanny realism. Will be enjoyed by all people of ages. 
· The Passion of the Christ (2004 – R15). Mel Gibson’s (writer and director) powerful portrayal of the death of Christ is a bit stark and graphic for the kids. The New Zealand censors gave it an R16 certificate – then reduced it to R15. It covers the last twelve hours of Christ’s life. Received generally good reviews (nominated for three Academy awards). In Aramaic, Latin and Hebrew with English subtitles.

· Son of God (2008 – PG). Tom Wright acts as a consultant to this three part BBC documentary which draws on historical, scientific and archaeological research and uses computer graphics to recreate the world of Christ. Part homage to Christ and part homage to science. Total running time 150 minutes. 


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Welcome home banner
To set the theme for today’s service, get a welcome home banner and string it across the front the church. The one below is 3.7 metres long and costs $6.90 from the Party Warehouse … or you could make your own. 
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The Prodigal Son in Verse                 Luke 15:11-31

A young man sat at the gate one day

And looked down the road in the usual way

Spouted out grimly the lamest of lies

“The old man’s a bore: Life’s a series of ties: 

Down there in the valley the big city plays

While I sit here wasting the rest of my days…”

He mourned for the brightest of bright city lights,

Longed for the dark joints of smoke-filled nights

Yearned for the life that lay just down the road

Creating a chance for wild oats to be sowed 

Finally he decided he’d take it no more

He’d grab his inheritance, and march out that door.

He cornered his father, sat down and said

“No offence, Dad: but if you were dead

I’d have half the farm: at this moment the land

Would be worth half a million: say two hundred grand

Could come to me rightly: just have a heart

For my new life of plenty: it’d give me a start.
His father with sorrow allowed him to go

To take his inheritance, destroy status quo.

He watched his son jauntily fill up his pack

And stride down the road without a look back  

His Dad found a lookout spot high in the eve

To begin a long watch when his son took his leave.
Down in the city the young man begun 
With a fresh face, a new face, a pack full of fun

A limitless stream of friends by the score

The parties! The horseplay! The antics! And more:

He’d shouted them all: befriended them each

Out to all of the chances for spending he’d reached.

A dribble of gold and friendships he’d bought

Still a place of fulfilment beyond all he’d sought

Til the tide too soon turned: leaving him stranded

Friendless, deserted, ashamed, empty handed

He had to have food: some way of surviving:

Had to have somewhere, a place he could hide in. 

A way out of the mess, and back up to hope

A business no longer a part of his scope

A job: any job would do him at all

But none of the people who’d seen to his fall

Were anywhere near in this hour of great need

They’d gone on to satisfy somewhere else someone’s greed.
Finally a farmer friend offered a job 

That required him to neither beg borrow or rob

“My pigs need a friend: you could sleep in the sty

At least you’d be warm: there’d be food by and by”

We don’t want to see you: before long you’ll stink

But just for a while ‘til you’re back in the pink?

In squalor, surrounded by porcine offences
The young man began to come to his senses

“Why back home our slaves eat at tables

It’s better than eating alone in the stables

I have sinned against God, my father, and all:

I’ll go home and beg for a place in the stalls.”

Back home the old man still climbed every day

To look where those footsteps had gone on their way 

His own son had left, a place he was loved

To the valley of hopelessness, ruthlessly shoved

Driven by selfish ambition to strive

To a place no-one wanted to ever arrive.
Bereft of his dignity, eyes now down low

The young man began up that hard row to hoe

To come back to his home, to say that he failed

To admit that the best was from what he had bailed

Admit that he’d wasted resources, his life

And that his ambitions left nothing but strife.

The story says nothing of sisters, and others

The family’s story is focussed on brothers

The self-righteous one without brotherly feeling

Was grumpily farming: or wheeling and dealing

And readying his story of favours deserving 

And all of the records of passionless serving.
But father was watching, and full of his feelings

And hoping for history to lean toward healings

That each of the wayfarers that hove into view

Might be his lost son, his hope to renew.

And yes: that day came: the familiar gait

Rewarded his faithfulness, the length of the wait.
That familiar carriage of head and of pack

Though sadder, and heavier, with bended back 

Not the sprightly adventurer with pack full of gold

Setting out with face turned to futures so bold

His father’s heart went out to his son

Gathered his cloak up and started to run.
He hobbled and scampered and scrambled and called

Joyously out to the son who had crawled 

Back to the place where love was around

False dignity nowhere at all to be found

Each getting and grasping the past which was lost

And now here was found, and redeemed at such cost.
“Father I’m sorry…” the young man began

“I have sinned against God: I have sinned against man

Would you have a corner in which I could hide?”

A moment stood still: then the old man replied  

“I’ve loved you and cared for you all of these years

I freed you, and prayed for you, past all the tears.
Nothing can ever stop you being my son

Through trials and tempests and tantrums. love’s won

There’s nothing from me to stop you coming home.

This is where your heart is, where ever you roam.

We’ll have a banquet; let’s make a new start

Nothing can take you away from my heart.
They call it the Tale of the Prodigal Son

The story of spendthrift and self righteousness won

We’re all of us prodigal, self-righteous in parts

But the part of the story that touches all hearts

Is the part of the father, whose heart stays in love

Jesus’ picture of God, our Father, above. 

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Amazing grace WOV 56; H&P 215; SIS 401; CMP 31; S1 18

Amazing grace/ My chains are gone S4 1718

And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 21

By his grace S1 59

Far off we need not rove MHB 440
God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192

God of grace, I turn my face CMP 833; S1 132

God of the Bible  FFS 25

How much am I worth? HIOS 63

I know not why CMP 279; S2 769

I will sing the wondrous story MHB 380; WOV 171; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821

Jesus loves me this I know WOV 166

Lord I come to you CMP 880; S1 329

Love divine all loves excelling MHB 431; WOV 148; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343
My Lord what love this is CMP 476; S1 370

Now thank we all our God MHB 10; WOV 14; H&P 566; CMP 486

O love that will not let me go MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685; CMP 515; S2 917

Only by grace CMP 914S1 408

O the deep, deep love of Jesus CMP 522; S1 414

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy MHB 318; WOV 72; H&P 230; CMP 683

The steadfast love of the Lord SIS 414; CMP 666; S1 505

This grace is mine S1 512

Through all the changing scenes of life MHB 427; H&P 73; WOV 30; CMP 702

Wonderful grace CMP 966; S2 1070


	Prayers
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	Collect
O God, rich in mercy

you so loved the world

that, when we were dead in our sins, 

you sent your only Son for our deliverance. 

Lifted up from the earth, 

he is light and life; 

exalted upon the cross, 

he is truth and salvation. 

Raise us up with Christ 

that we may walk as children of light.

We ask this through Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

holy and mighty God, for ever and for ever. 

Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 32 (selection)
Oh, what joy for those
    whose disobedience is forgiven,
    whose sin is put out of sight!

Yes, what joy for those
    whose record the Lord has cleared of guilt,
    whose lives are lived in complete honesty!

I confessed all my sins to you
    and stopped trying to hide my guilt.
I said to myself, “I will confess my rebellion to the Lord.”
    And you forgave me! All my guilt is gone.

Therefore, let all the godly pray to you while there is still time,
    that they may not drown in the floodwaters of judgment.

For you are my hiding place;
    you protect me from trouble.
    You surround me with songs of victory.

The Lord says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for your life.
    I will advise you and watch over you.

Do not be like a senseless horse or mule
    that needs a bit and bridle to keep it under control.”

Many sorrows come to the wicked,
    but unfailing love surrounds those who trust the Lord.

So rejoice in the Lord and be glad, all you who obey him!
    Shout for joy, all you whose hearts are pure!

New Living Translation (NLT) Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. All rights reserved.

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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Neighbours Day 

Neighbours Day Aotearoa is coming up on 23-24 March 2013. Neighbours Day is all about turning strangers into neighbours and streets into neighbourhoods. Visit the website. Watch a 30 second promo video. Why not get your church involved by hosting a neighbourhood party for those living around the church? It could be a picnic lunch after church on Palm Sunday 24 March.
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	Tell me what you want what you really, really want    Luke 15.11-32
If you could have anything you wished for, what would it be?
I know a story about a young man who wished he had a whole lot of money and he wished he didn’t have his dad bossing him around all the time.  It is a story that Jesus told. This young man told his dad that he was leaving home and asked for some money. His dad ended up giving him a share of everything he owned. It was the young man’s inheritance, that would normally come to him much later in life when his dad died. 

So all-of-a-sudden the young man was rich and free to leave home and do what he wanted. He had enough money to buy anything he pleased and nobody to tell him what to do. 

Does that sound good?

He was pretty happy about it. He left home and went to live in another country. He spent a lot of money and had a lot of friends. But eventually, the money ran out. Once his money disappeared, his friends seemed to disappear too. Without any money for food he got hungry. Finally, he took a job looking after pigs, but he was in such a bad way that the pig food looked pretty good to him. It was then that he thought that the people working for his dad were better off than he was. 
He had thought he wanted to be rich and free. But now all he wanted to do was to go home. He decided that he’d go and apologise to his dad. He’d say that he didn’t deserve to be his son anymore but ask if he could come back as one of his dad’s workers.
However, when he got near home his dad ran out to meet him. He was so over-joyed to see his son home that he threw a party. The young man didn’t even get a chance to tell his plan about being a worker.
This is really a story about God and the way he welcomes us even after we’ve made mistakes. We often make the wrong choices. When we are willing to admit our mistakes he is always ready to forgive us and welcome us back home.

You could wrap up by giving out some party balloons and having a prayer to thank God that he is always willing to welcome us home.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	Google images for the prodigal son, or use this high resolution painting by Rembrandt.
Use this excellent YouTube telling of the prodigal son story in modern setting. It uses Coldplay’s song “Fix you”, which has the repeated line “lights will guide you home”, as a musical backdrop. “Fix you” is off Coldplay’s X&Y album (2005).
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 

[image: image9.jpg]



Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
9
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