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Sunday 2 June 2013
An outsider’s faith 

Year C - Pentecost 2 – 41C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	1 Kings 18.20-21, (22-29), 30-39 Elijah contests with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. “If the Lord is God, worship him! But if Baal is God, worship him.”
Psalm 96 A joyful song in praise of the Lord’s power, majesty, justice and holiness. “The Lord is wonderful and does marvellous things!”
Galatians 1.1-12 Paul begins his letter to the Galatians by saying he is shocked that false teachers have turned some of the believers away from the gospel of grace.
Luke 7.1-10 Jesus heals the servant of an army officer in Capernaum and is amazed by the officer’s faith.
Samoan Independence 

On 1 January 1962 Western Samoa became independent from New Zealand. Independence Day is observed on 1 June each year and celebrated during this first week of June by Samoans in New Zealand, Australia and the USA. Our Samoan congregations will acknowledge this in their services this Sunday.
Corpus Christi

In the lectionary calendar followed by the Roman Catholic Church (as well as some Anglicans and Lutherans) this Sunday is Corpus Christi. The feast is a celebration of the body and blood of Christ present in Holy Communion. In many parts of the world the tradition is to have a procession on this day.
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A winged ox is used as a symbol for Luke’s gospel. This highlights the sacrificial ministry of Jesus and brings to mind incidents in the gospel like Zechariah making sacrifice and the “fatted calf” in the story of the prodigal.

	Luke
The focus for Lectionary Year C is Luke’s gospel and over the next few weeks the themes for “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will come from the readings in Luke. We begin with a little background by way of introduction.
Who was Luke? 

· A loved companion of Paul (Colossians 4.14; 2 Timothy 4.11). 
· A Greek and, as such, was probably the only writer of any book of the Bible who was not a Jew. 

· A physician who had his own perspective on the healing ministry of Jesus. While Mark tells us that the haemorrhaging woman “had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had’ (Mark 5.26) Luke, the doctor, is a little more sympathetic to his profession stating simply that “no one had been able to cure her” (Luke 8.43).
What do we know about this gospel? 
It was probably written late in the first century. Luke sought to give an orderly account of the life of Christ. Then, in part two of his work (The Acts of the Apostles), he wrote the history of the early church. He wrote with the dual purpose of recording these important events, and to encourage those belonging to the church to persevere in a time when they were under pressure. 
What are the themes of this gospel?

At the centre of Luke’s gospel is the big idea that salvation has come though Jesus. This is succinctly stated in Luke 19.10, “The Son of Man came to look for and save people who are lost.” In addition, Luke especially emphasises several other themes:
· Prayer – Luke records prayers of Jesus and parables about prayer that are not mentioned in the other gospels.  
· The Holy Spirit – Luke refers to the Holy Spirit more than the other gospel writers.
· Renunciation of wealth – Many of the parables in Luke’s gospel are concerned with attitudes to wealth and possessions. 

· Identification with the less privileged in society – It is Luke’s gospel that shows a special concern for the place of the poor, the outcasts and women.
· The universal nature of the gospel – In Luke’s gospel the good news is for all people.
This quick survey reveals themes that continue to be very relevant for our own place and time. Many more will become apparent as we dig a little deeper.
Matthew’s version of events

Today’s passage from Luke 7.1-10 is also found in Matthew 8.5-13. Use this parallels tool from the University of Toronto to compare the two different accounts. You will note that, unlike Luke’s version of events, where the centurion never actually meets Jesus, in Matthew he comes to Jesus personally and the subsequent dialogue is between Jesus and the centurion. Because he does not meet Jesus in Luke’s account, we have the Jewish elders pleading on the centurion’s behalf and bearing testimony to his good character. Later, Luke records the centurion’s friends getting involved too. Luke also tells us of the warm relationship between the centurion and his slave. Reflecting on the faith of this Gentile, Matthew’s account includes a judgement on those Jews who do not have faith and will end up “thrown into the outer darkness.”
An incident with some similarities is recorded by John (John 4.46-54).

As there was no week 41C in 2010, there is no previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages in our archives.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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See another approach to today’s reading in the 2 June ‘13 sermon on Bill Peddie’s website

	The army officer in our story from Luke today is one of the attractive characters that we find in the gospel story. In the disciplined structure of the ancient Roman army there were, first of all, legions. A legion was 6000 fighting men and each of these was divided into 60 groups of 100 men with a centurion in charge of each. Centurions were chosen for their character and reliability. 
Remarkably, despite the fact that for the Jews the Roman army was the occupying enemy force, every mention of centurions in the New Testament is positive. The centurion at the cross praised God and declared “certainly this man was innocent” (Luke 23.47). Later Cornelius, a centurion, would become the first non-Jewish Christian (Acts 10).
The interesting thing about the centurion in our gospel reading today is his attitude toward his slave. Modern translations often use the word “servant”, which rather covers up the harsh realities of the time. The man was a “bond-slave” with no rights whatsoever. For most slave owners, such a slave was regarded more as a tool to get work done than as a person. It was quite permissible for an owner to kill a slave. If the slave became ill he could be discarded or replaced. 
But this centurion cared deeply for his slave. “The officer liked this servant very much” (Luke 7.2 CEV) and sought to help him. 
The centurion was also remarkable in his attitude to the Jews. Anti-Semitism is no new thing. It seems that even 2000 years ago people despised Jews. The Romans ridiculed Judaism and called the Jews a filthy race. But this Roman centurion had built a religious meeting place for the Jews in Capernaum (Luke 7.5). That takes more than a superficial interest. He identified with others and deeply cared for them. So the first lesson we can learn from the centurion is to…
Care for others
Surely this man’s love for his slave touched the heart of Christ and moved him to respond. In showing a genuine compassion for others we identify with the mission of Christ. While God’s favour is a result of his grace, rather than what we do, there are many Scriptures that indicate that God does bless those who care for others. 
Part of a pastor’s weekly activity is to drop in on those who are unwell for a chat and a prayer. Often times, in doing this, I have found that someone else in the congregation has visited ahead of me with a meal, some baking, flowers or an encouraging card. At such times I feel proud seeing the church family operating the way it should.
But that is not the task of just one or two in the church. All of us must care for others. Most churches circulate a directory or congregational list. Why not use this as a prayer booklet? Look out for those who are not present at worship and ring them up to see if they are okay. The only thing that prevents us from caring for others is getting so wrapped up in ourselves and our own little world that we don’t have the time or interest. 

This busy centurion, with all his responsibilities, took time to think about and care for others. His example also teaches us to…
Be humble
Strict Jews would not allow non-Jews to enter their homes. This important Roman man respected this custom. So, rather than approaching Jesus himself, he got his Jewish friends to do this on his behalf. In the structured life of the Roman military here was a man of significant authority. He had 100 men under his command. 

His friends declared to Christ, “he is worthy of your help.” But he said of himself, ““I am not worthy.”  Here we see the remarkable humility of this centurion. It is a lesson for us when we are seeking a touch from the Lord. A lesson that, years earlier, Solomon learned from God in a dream when the Lord said, “If my own people will humbly pray and turn back to me and stop sinning, then I will answer them from heaven.” (1 Chronicles 7.14)
What does position, power, wealth and influence mean when we stand before Christ?

Nothing… absolutely nothing!

We may be a centurion or a slave, a bishop or an apostate, a prime minister or a refugee, a CEO or an unemployed person, a millionaire or a pauper - but Christ sees us as no different from each other. We stand equally as much-loved people in need of his grace. 

When we come to God in prayer we don’t come with arrogance or presumption commanding him to act. We humbly request his touch, knowing full well that we are unworthy of his grace. Having said that, this story does encourage us to …

Have faith

Clearly, this is the main theme of the story and the reason that Luke has recorded it for us. The centurion was a man of remarkable faith. He says, “Lord, don’t go to any trouble for me! I am not good enough for you to come into my house… Just say the word, and my servant will get well.” (Luke 7.6-7)
His faith was based on a logical argument. “Just say the word, and my servant will get well. I have officers who give orders to me, and I have soldiers who take orders from me. I can say to one of them, ‘Go!’ and he goes. I can say to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes. I can say to my servant, ‘Do this!’ and he will do it.” (Luke 7.7-8) He recognises that Jesus has the authority of God. Because of this authority, distance was no object. Jesus didn’t have to be physically present with the slave to heal him.
The implications for you and me are obvious. For Christ is not physically present with us either. But that need not be an obstacle to his authority. If we have the same trust, the power of God may visit us, just as it did the centurion’s slave. Distance and difficulty need not stand in the way. We can even receive prayer on behalf of someone else. Just as God’s power and grace visited the centurion’s slave, so it may visit us today. 
Luke’s gospel is full of stories of the gracious involvement of Christ with those at the fringes of society. Religious Jews would have thought that a Gentile army officer would be the most unlikely person to be receiving God’s favour. But Luke reveals to us the surprising grace of God!
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Martin Luther King Jnr

	Blind faith
A small percentage of the world’s population is either partly or totally colour blind. Yet in experiments… it can be easily demonstrated that colour vision is in fact limited. Our peripheral vision is mostly black and white. We fill in the rest. The world of colour is in fact an act of blind faith. This leads to an uncomfortable question.
We fill in gaps of information provided by the five senses; yet do these same processes filter out information that could be incredibly useful to us? Is there in fact a realm or realms all around us that we could access but for our brain processes? 

David Bell, Effective Church Leaders: A Faith Development Course -  Handbook (Auckland, Trinity Theological College)

Faith quotes

Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase.
Martin Luther King Jnr 1929-1968
The moment God is figured out with nice neat lines and definitions, we are no longer dealing with God.

Rob Bell

 
Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see what you believe.

St Augustine 354-430


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
 Ctrl+Click to 

 follow link


	Jesus of Nazareth (1977 – PG)
Franco Zeffarelli assembled an all-star cast for this marvelous 6 hour 11 minute Life of Christ movie. It was made for television and originally screened in three episodes. Ernest Borgnine plays a convincing Roman centurion bringing to life today’s gospel story. I’ve added a link to the YouTube clip of this scene in the PowerPoint section  below.
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	Healing Prayer
Like so many of the stories of Jesus, the story of the centurion and his servant suggests to us that we could ask God to make us whole. Even if healing prayer has not been part of your normal church practice, in response to today’s gospel reading and message, you may want to offer this opportunity. You could also encourage people to bring the names of their needy friends in prayer before the Lord.
There are many ways of doing this without making a spectacle of those who receive prayer. If today is a service of holy communion, you could suggest that those who wish to receive healing prayer stay at the communion rail after they have received the bread and wine as a signal for the serving minister to pause and pray. Or, you could get those who would like prayer to come to the front of the church at the close of the service when the rest of the congregation moves out for morning tea.
When such prayer is offered by the church:
· Some may respond by asking for prayer for health problems in their body, for disorders or disease, aches, pains and sicknesses.
· Others may be under emotional stress, feeling depressed, lonely, fearful, anxious, grief stricken or depressed and in need of hope.  

· Still others may have spiritual problems –  feelings of guilt and in need of the relief of confession; or plagued with doubts, oppressed, or burdened, or just needing to commit or recommit their life to Christ or know more of him.
· Often people will ask prayer for a sick or broken relationship with family or friends, to know the healing of conflict or stress.
· And, if there’s opportunity, people may want to receive prayer on behalf of another: a sister, or son, or friend who is ill and can be prayed for by proxy.  

There is nothing magical about receiving healing prayer. It is Jesus, the risen Christ who is present among us and who is the healer. I’ve been praying for people long enough to know that answers to prayer are not always immediate and certainly not always miraculous. But what we can be certain of is that God will hear our requests, that he cares about us, and things do change as a result of prayer... And that one way or another we will experience his mercy.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Amazing grace WOV 56; H&P 215; SIS 401; CMP 31; S1 18

Amazing grace/ My chains are gone S4 1718
Be still for the presence of the Lord CMP 50; S1 47

Be still and know that I am God SIS 27; CMP 48; S1 48

Have faith in God, my heart WOV 552; H&P 675

Heal me O lord S3 1239
How sweet the name of Jesus MHB 99; WOV 158; CMP 251; S1 190

In Christ alone CMP 1072; S1 225 

In this familiar place AA 72

I walk by faith S1 253

I will sing the wondrous story MHB 380; WOV 173; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379; 

      S3 1376

Jesus lover of my soul (Wesley) MHB 110; WOV 139; H&P 528; CMP 372; 

         S2 838

Jesus lover of my soul (Ezzy, Grul, McPherson) S1 290

Lord of the church S4 1973

Praise the name of Jesus SIS 111; CMP 566; S1 435

It’s me, it’s me, it’s me O Lord (Traditional “spiritual”) S3 1332

O for a thousand tongues to sing S3 1452

O Lord, our Lord CMP 508; S2 916

Open our eyes Lord SIS 390; CMP 545; S3 1468
Our God our help MHB 878; WOV 46; H&P 358; CMP 498; S2 905

Who sweeps the stable? HIOS 154


	Prayers

	Collect 
Faithful God, 

whose covenant love is new every morning: 

open our eyes to your wisdom 

and give us grace to keep faith with all your creation: 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A prayer for the broken-hearted

The Lord is near to the broken-hearted, and saves the crushed in spirit. Psalm 34.18

O God of the broken-hearted.

My heart drops when the unseasonal southerly,

dumping cruel snow that freezes the fresh born lambs, 
or when the spring buds, poking through the gnarled bark, 
wither without gifting their colour.

We experience, at some season in our lives, 
the depressing disappointment of thwarted promise.

Absorb the ripples of my anger and renew my spirit.

Turn my dashed hopes around, 
away from revenge.

Bring me confidence in tomorrow, 
to hold your promise and hope, 
for through the shadows 
I know your love is with me, Amen.

© John Howell Sighs too deep for words (Taupo, St Paul’s Union Church, 2007) - used with permission.
Prayer for healing 
(May be accompanied by the laying on of hands and/or anointing with oil)
Christ our Saviour, born for us

bring healing and peace to all people.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ, baptized in the Jordan

give hope to all who come to you.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ tested in the desert

give courage to those who are tempted.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ who comforted and healed

bring wholeness to all who are broken.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ who hung in agony on the cross

bring strength to those who suffer.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

(The following sentence may be said at either the laying on of hands or the anointing with oil)
May the Spirit of the living God

present with us now

heal you of all that harms you

in body, mind or spirit;

In the Name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999) abridged.
Psalm 96 - Sing a new song to the Lord

Sing a new song to the Lord!
Everyone on this earth,
    sing praises to the Lord,
    sing and praise his name.

Day after day announce,
    “The Lord has saved us!”
Tell every nation on earth,
“The Lord is wonderful
    and does marvellous things!

The Lord is great and deserves
    our greatest praise!
    He is the only God
    worthy of our worship.

Other nations worship idols,
    but the Lord created the heavens.
Give honour and praise to the Lord,
    whose power and beauty fill his holy temple.”

Tell everyone of every nation,
    “Praise the glorious power of the Lord.
He is wonderful! Praise him
    and bring an offering into his temple.
Everyone on earth, now tremble
    and worship the Lord, majestic and holy.”

Announce to the nations,
    “The Lord is King!
The world stands firm, never to be shaken,
    and he will judge its people with fairness.”

Tell the heavens and the earth
    to be glad and celebrate!
Command the ocean to roar
    with all of its creatures
    and the fields to rejoice
    with all of their crops.

Then every tree in the forest
    will sing joyful songs to the Lord.
He is coming to judge all people on earth
    with fairness and truth.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society



	Communal 

Sharing


	In times of illness we often also struggle spiritually, mentally and emotionally. Some people experience isolation, while others have a profound sense of God caring for them. Still others experience a bit of both. 
Is there someone in your congregation who would like to tell their story of finding God’s mercy in a time of illness? Or maybe there someone who would like to share a testimony of how God has healed them.



	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow link

	Tell, or read from a children’s Bible, the story of Jesus healing the centurion’s servant. (Luke 7.1-10). 
Jesus is demonstrating here God’s love for all people. Roman soldiers were hated by the Jews, and servants were considered to be not important at all. Yet Jesus was concerned with the needs of this centurion and his servant. 

And what great faith the centurion had! He told Jesus not to bother coming, but to just say the word and the servant would be healed.

From this story we can know that God especially cares for outsiders and that he is pleased when we trust in him.

Wrap up with a prayer for people who are outsiders: those in our school and neighbourhood who are from other countries or those who find it hard to fit in. Pray that we would be able to show God’s love and care for them.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  You can also scroll down to the bottom of the page to “Worship Bulletin” to get a printable activity sheet on today’s readings in MS Word. 


	PowerPoint
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	This YouTube clip is of today’s gospel story from Zeffirelli’s television movie, “Jesus of Nazareth”.
In Christian Art

Christ and the Centurion by Paolo Veronese, 1575.

The Centurion’s servant by Stanley Spencer, 1914. In this poignant and unusual depiction Spenser has painted his own likeness into the face of the ill servant and likenesses of his siblings praying at his bedside. It’s been suggested that the painting can be seen as a metaphor of his hope that Britain would rise from the Great War.
Faith cartoon from reverendfun.



	Gospel 

Bicentenary
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Marsden Cross

Oihi Bay

	The first recorded occasion when the gospel was preached in Aotearoa/ New Zealand was on Christmas Day 1814. Samuel Marsden came at the invitation of his Maori friend Ruatara and preached on the beach at Oihi Bay in the Bay of Islands. In this act we have the roots of our bicultural partnership and the laying of the Christian foundations in Aotearoa / New Zealand. 

Because of the significance of the occasion, plans to commemorate next year’s bicentenary of this event are well under way. The Marsden Cross Trust Board has bought land around this site and work has already begun on a welcome centre, a gathering place and chapel and a pilgrimage path with way-stations down to the Marsden cross. 
We all have the privilege of being involved one way or another. You could begin now to plan some commemoration event in your local church. Start off by:
· Visiting the Official Website
· Making a gift to help complete the payment for the land purchase (gifts to The Marsden Cross Trust Board, PO Box 37 944, Parnell, Auckland.)
· Planning a pilgrimage to Oihi Bay

· Visiting the Hope Project website to find out how this time of commemoration could be used for outreach.



[image: image8.jpg]


© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

