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Sunday 28 July 2013

(“Got To Get You Into My Life”) 

Year C – Pentecost 9 – 49C

As Andrew Gamman is away, this week’s resource has been prepared by Rev Ian Boddy, Presbyter at Blenheim Methodist Parish and Union Parish of Picton

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Hosea 1.2-10  

“Go take yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the Lord”.      (NRSV)

See my cautions and comments below. My recommendation is simply to omit using this passage because of its difficulties.

Psalm 85  

At the centre of this psalm it says, “Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation” (verse 7, NRSV)

The second half of the Psalm restores us and saves us from the pessimistic gloom of the first 6 verses.

Colossians 2.6-15  

“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him”. The passage says that there are many people along the way who will try to distract you from your purpose. 

Luke 11.1-13   

When you pray, say “Father, hallowed be your name, Your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread and forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial”. 

                                              Luke 11: 2 – 4    NRSV

 Jesus follows the short prayer with a parable involving a request for help between humans. A friend will respond even at midnight, even waking up the family, to meet the need..  How much more will God respond when asked. You must ask, search and knock. You will receive good gifts. There is a hint that the response may not be direct or exact. God’s standard prescription is the Holy Spirit. 



	Introduction / Background
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	Greetings,

Last time I volunteered to do this I already had a previously prepared and preached sermon and service based on the readings 3 years earlier. This time I accepted the random week Andrew threw my way! I had no earlier resources.

The Lord’s Prayer is not an ‘easy topic’ but at least it is familiar. The three accompanying readings are among the most difficult I have ever tackled – the sort, when you see them coming, you say to yourself, “Well the Lectionary is just a guide and it’s not compulsory to use these readings”. These readings truly bring you to the ‘time of trial’! It has taken me a long time of knocking on the door saying, “I have nothing for my guests”. I hope there is more than snakes and scorpions in my very humble offering. The Luke and Colossians readings will certainly be the ones to concentrate on.

Ian Boddy.

Hosea 1.2-10  

I recommend extreme caution before considering using this text as a reading in worship, let alone preaching on it. Using in your church service a passage which explicitly utilises ‘whoredom’ as an image is dangerous.  It could distract your congregation from the message you give on the Lord’s Prayer.

I suggest later, after you have prepared and preached your service, if you wish to, come back and research Hosea. His name is related to the names Joshua, Jeshua, Jesus, so there must be an aspect of salvation in it.

I would read the passage poetically and metaphorically, rather than as a literal history of ‘Hosea and his wife’. Isaiah uses similar imagery in passages we never get asked to read.

Psalm 85  

This psalm is a prayer, a prayer of two halves with a turning point in the centre, verse7. The first six verses are tentative. There is a lack of conviction that the pleas will be heard. Three verses recall a time, long ago in Jacob’s time, when fortunes were restored; when the Lord was favourable and forgiving, but the pleader seems to be saying that this is out of character for God. Verse three sees the Lord’s default mode to be wrath and hot anger! The parallelisms of the poetry serve to emphasise the negative image, the hopelessness of even asking because God’s anger may be prolonged to all generations. What sort of pessimistic prayer is it that says, “Will you not revive us again?” What chance of ever rejoicing? Then verse seven arrives and suddenly we hear that God loves, that God loves steadfastly. Show us that love. Grant us your salvation. Now, thankfully, the rant ceases and the prayer is ready to hear what God the Lord will speak. He will speak peace, salvation, righteousness and love to the faithful. Love and peace are in the air, and springing from the ground. The Lord will give what is good.  

Colossians 2.6-15  

This reading has a theme of trying to come to the essence of our approach to God. If you need a Beatles song theme, it’s “Got to get you into my life’. All the treasures of God’s mystery are hidden in Christ, Paul assures us. It is Christ you have to get into your life, or rather, you have got to get your life in him, built up in him. As preacher, be wary of trying to translate Paul’s 1st Century circumstances, issues and imagery. Come up with your own versions of 21st century distractions and deceits, and don’t turn this into an anti-intellectual message. 

Luke 11.1-13   

Throughout Luke’s gospel, Jesus goes and prays a lot. This time the disciples want to know his secret.

He does not tell them anything about his long sessions with God. Instead he teaches a very short standard prayer; one that will meet the needs of most circumstances.

As a preacher you will want to take this opportunity to explore the prayer that is used every week in many churches in their worship services. 

I suggest you get hold of a copy of Kenneth E Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes, IVP, Illinois, 2008. A whole section (Part 3) is devoted to The Lord’s Prayer; chapters 7 – 10. He does use Matthew’s gospel, and there are differences so take note of what Bailey says about the differences. Luke and Matthew obviously thought differently, and one of the big differences is that Matthew omits the “Friend at Midnight” parable, and separates off the “ask and it will be given” section (or Luke joins it). Matthew also expands on ‘forgiveness’. Within the Lord’s Prayer itself Matthew’s version is longer, commencing ‘Our Father in heaven’ (Luke simply says ‘Father’), and includes the phrases “Your will be done on Earth as it is in heaven” and “But rescue us from the evil one” (which Luke omits). The prayer is a Q saying. Matthew and Luke often differ on the wording of Q sayings. Remember that you are preaching on Luke’s version, and try to look for Luke’s unique meaning and interpretation.

.

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C – Pentecost 9 - 49C (25 July 2010).


	Preaching thoughts and Questions


	Got To Get You Into My Life.
Search and you will find.

God is mystery, unknowable. Paul says that knowledge of God is hidden in Christ himself, and so our approach to God is through Christ. Live your lives in him. Don’t get too complicated.

Speak simple prayers, starting with the simple prayer that Jesus taught. Notice that Luke says that Jesus spent long periods in prayer. The implication of speaking a 38 word prayer within a long period of prayer is that most of the time is spent in silent contemplation and in listening.

“See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit”. Simple trust in God is best. Things can become too complicated. It does not mean that we should not think or in any way become anti-intellectual, but should be cautious about what we allow to captivate us. Much of what we ‘believe’ is often a human tradition surrounding simple Biblical phrases. We should periodically strip back to the words of the text and unlearn ‘traditions’. For instance the Lord’s Prayer does not say, “For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever, Amen”. This ending phrase is obviously an added human tradition ‘and not according to Christ’. It does not make the added phrase wrong or evil, but in means it is not something received from Christ. If we think of times we have heard ‘power and glory’ preaching, there was probably not much about basic daily bread. Beware of the fads of the time, whether they be new moons or worship of angels, or mesmerising repetitious love songs to Jesus. When you proclaim , “Got to get you into my life”, build up in faith. Think in terms of another 60’s song, “Is this a lasting treasure, or just a moment of pleasure?” (Will you still Love Me Tomorrow Goffin/King).

Build up from the basics.

What is our daily bread?

Not too long ago I got a surprising text from my wife. It said, “I’m very hungry”!

I had put her on an aeroplane just before midday, and her brother in Wellington had picked her up from the airport and they immediately started on a car journey to Napier to go to their uncle’s funeral. Jeanette hadn’t eaten since breakfast but would soon be at her Mum and Dad’s. She would get her daily bread.

Bread has rich tradition in the Bible.

There was the bread from heaven for the people of Israel who had followed Moses. David had fed his men with five loaves of holy bread. Jesus fed 5000. Jesus broke bread and said “This is my body”.

I looked up Kenneth Bailey to see what he says, as he gives straightforward answers which have close relationship to Middle Eastern thinking. What does he say about, “Give us this day our daily bread”. He says there has always been a problem with the word we translate as ‘daily’. The Greek word used is ‘epiousious’, and from the 3rd century scholars were saying they could find no other use of the word in any other literature. Scholars had to solve the problem by context and four alternatives arose. 

It referred to time, so some said it means ‘today’. Give us today’s bread.

Others said it means ‘tomorrow’. Give us tomorrow’s bread (like Friday’s manna in the desert is for tomorrow).

Other scholars said it isn’t the time but the amount of bread. It means just enough bread to stay alive. Others agreed but said the amount is more generous, it is ‘the bread we need’.

Bailey went to a 2nd Century Syrian translation and found, “Give us the bread that does not run out”. It is like the widow of Zaraphath’s jar. It is all four of the translators’ meanings.

It is bread for today, bread for tomorrow, enough to stay alive; the bread we need.

Importantly, Bailey reminds us that the text of the prayer does not say, “Give me my bread”. Jesus teaches us to ask for ‘our’ bread.

Give us the bread that does not run out, for us and our neighbours.

Paul addresses ‘you’. It is plural, the Colossians. 

What we seek is no selfish personal relationship with Jesus.

Jesus, We’ve got to get you into our life.



	  Illustrations /  
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	  We went walking at Pelorus Bridge the other day and a morepork came and settled on a branch near us. Wisdom says that these birds only come out at night, but here it was and willing to be photographed. The visit was a blessing. Was this a sign of the spirit being near? 

You can use this photo as a symbol of wisdom, of philosophy, of beauty, of visitation, of the spirit.

I often use my own photos in Power point presentations. Your own photos have no copyright problems, may include scenes from the life of your church and involve your congregation, can be recent, and you can tell a personal story around them.

	Broader / Personal

Preparation


	Seek and you will find.

	Creativity /

Visual Aids


	Knock and the door will be opened.

	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book

H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3

S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice

WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs

AA 36  Every Day

AA 112 Our Father in Heaven

AA 127 Take My Gifts

AA 137 The Kingdom is Within You

HIOS 1   A Pinch of Salt

HIOS 13 Bring in Your New World

HIOS 104 Now The Silence

HIOS 118 Simply To Be

WOV 48  Be Still My Soul

WOV 49  O God of Bethel

WOV 59  We Plough the Fields

WOV 114 Thank You

WOV 191 Christ Is the World’s Light

WOV 271 Lift High the Cross

WOV 364 Christ From Whom All Blessings Flow

WOV 451 Lord Jesus Christ (Living Lord)

WOV 564 Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive

WOV 665 We Turn To You O God of Every Nation (tune Intercessor)

WOV 676 Our Father in Heaven

  Various other settings for The Lord’s Prayer in song.

	Prayers
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	Call to worship: 

Dear God, you have been as a parent to us;

We have come this morning to worship.

We have been in your care since we were young;

We have grown and we are growing;

Through Jesus we have found greater faith,

And so we are here to worship.


AMEN

                                             Ian Boddy, 1st used 27 Oct 2009 St David’s, Palm Nth.

Call to worship: 

O God of all being,

You have considered us,

And touched us with your infinite love

And showed us what we can be

Through the loving ways of Jesus Christ

Our God,

We know your love for us;

We are here to worship.

Amen

                                     Ian Boddy, 1st used 1 Nov 09, St David’s, Palm Nth

Let us pray.

Our God, parent, father, mother…

We live our lives in your tender care.

Thank you that each individual one of us belongs to your family.

Thank you for our families, for our close relationships, for everyone we consider to be part of our circle.

Thank you for care and nurture. 

We have had happy times and sad times.

We have experienced love and closeness, harmony and togetherness.

We have sometimes experienced conflict, arguments, moments of anger and tension over things that don’t seem so important now, and over things which still dwell on our mind.

We have gathered, we have welcomed children, we have welcomed friends.

We have celebrated, laughed, danced, invited others to join in our hospitality. We have grown.

But also we have departed, left behind, shut the door.

Dear God, our God, our parent;

Your way is the way of love.

Our lives have been touched with your love.

In our lives we have made sacrifices, but through Jesus we have been shown what true sacrifice is, sacrifice with no conditions.

Through Jesus we have learned not to strive and compete to be the best and the greatest but instead to love ourselves, love our neighbour, love our brothers and sisters, whom we have seen, love our God whom we have not seen.

Our God, your way is the way of unconditional love, humility and compassion, as revealed to us through the love of our Lord, Jesus Christ.








Amen

.                                                                   Ian Boddy

Lots of people have tried to rewrite the Lord’s Prayer. Most Lengthen it. Here is my attempt from years ago. I have used it in church, and been told afterwards, “We didn’t have the Lord’s Prayer this morning.”

Ian’s Lords Prayer

Parent of all

To know you is to love you

May your ways be our ways

Help us to be satisfied

Please forgive us as we forgive others

May we avoid being selfish

And be protected from selfish and aggressive acts of others

Grace and love and peace rule forever!

Let it be.

                                          Ian Boddy

There are several versions which you can look up in Terry C Falla, Be Our Freedom Lord, Responsive Prayers and Readings For Contemporary Worship, Openbooks Publishers, Victoria, 1994 (2nd Edit):

Pages 27, 37, 145, 442, 475.

The shortest version of all is the one in Luke’s gospel:

Father, hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread

and forgive us our sins

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.

And do not bring us to the time of trial. 

                                              Luke 11: 2 – 4    NRSV

Joy Cowley contemplates prayer in all of her books. In Joy Cowley, Come and See, Pleroma, Waipukurau, 2008, she has #46 The Lord’s Prayer (p98), and again it is her wisdom on prayer and not a rewrite of the original.



	Communal 

Sharing


	A length of silence together.

	Children

Ctrl+Click to  

follow link


	Children have prayer within them.

They need the freedom and permission to let it out, and you are privileged when children do share their prayers with you.

Prayers do not need to be written down. You can help children understand God if they know that what they say to God, in their words or in their minds, is ‘gone’, ‘set free’. The prayer is no longer accessible, only a memory, may even be quickly forgotten, but it is safe with God, and they will find it fulfilled in a variety of ways, sometimes when they search, sometimes as a surprise.

You can guide children to close their eyes and lead them in an open ended ‘mind walk’; “What do you see?” Then after a short guided contemplation they can open their eyes and get on paper their pictures, their words. That can lead to them constructing a prayer. They may want your help.

At other times, especially with older children, just give pen and paper and opportunity to write creatively, and have a sharing time.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Ian Boddy. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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