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Sunday 21 April 2013
Voice recognition
Year C - Easter 4 - 34C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Acts 9.36-43 When a follower of Jesus from Joppa got sick and died, the other followers called for Peter to come. Peter arrived and, when he prayed for her, she was raised back to life.
Psalm 23 David uses the metaphor of a shepherd to describe how the Lord leads, guides, protects and provides.
Revelation 7:9-17 John has a vision of people from every nation praising God before the throne. The people are those who have come through a time of terrible persecution. 
John 10:22-30 The people want Jesus to tell them if he is the Messiah. He responds by telling them that his sheep know his voice and that he is one with the Father.
Good Shepherd Sunday

Each year, on the fourth Sunday of Easter the lectionary readings take us to Psalm 23 and John 10. For this reason, in some circles, Easter 4 is known as Good Shepherd Sunday.

This is the nearest Sunday to Anzac Day, 25 April.
Alternative readings for Anzac Day

Isaiah 52.7-12

Psalm 76

Ephesians 6.10-20

Luke 6.27-36

You may want to pursue some of the parallel redemptive themes that run through the narratives of both the gospel and Anzac Day. 

More than ever we recognise on Anzac Day that our country’s engagement in two World Wars, especially the legacy of those who died at Gallipoli, has had a significant role in shaping our national identity. At dawn on Thursday thousands from a new generation will gather to remember and honour the men and women who laid down their lives in what they believed to be the cause of freedom. 

All of this resoundingly echoes in what we believe about the atoning sacrifice of Christ. Christ laying down his life at Golgotha becomes the basis for both our individual freedom and for the building of a new community.

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C – Easter 4 - 34C (25 April 2010).



	Introduction / Background
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	Evangelistic appeal

If you are likely to have people in your congregation this Sunday who have never committed themselves to being a followers of Jesus, todays’ passage from John’s gospel lends itself making an evangelistic appeal. Consider how you might structure the service so people can make a response. Perhaps you could end the service with a prayer of commitment and then ask those who prayed that prayer for the first time to identify themselves to you at the door afterwards.

Hanukkah – John 10.22
During one of the dark periods of Jewish history Antiochus Epiphanes defiled the Jerusalem temple by sacrificing pigs on the altar. When the temple was later liberated (165 BCE) it was cleansed and rededicated. It is this rededication that is celebrated in the Temple Festival which is referred to in our gospel passage today (John 10.22). It is also known as the Festival of Dedication, the Festival of Lights or Hanukkah. It continues to be celebrated in modern day Israel with the closing of schools, the exchange of small gifts and the lighting of candles.

I give them eternal life – John 10.28
John tells us that the reason he wrote his gospel was so that his readers might have “eternal life”. When we hear the term we immediately think of life that goes on and on without ending. Depending on the quality of your life you may think that such an unending life is necessarily be a good thing. 

“Eternal life” is a favourite expression of John and can be considered as an equivalent to what the other gospel writers call “the kingdom of God”.  So it is really all about a different kind of living – not just in its time span, but in its quality. We are also wrong to assume that it is something just in the future. The idea of eternal life is that Jesus brings the quality of life in the kingdom of God into our experience here and now. So eternal life becomes a present reality. John makes this point repeatedly in his gospel:

      Everyone who has faith in the Son has eternal life (John 3.36).

      Everyone who hears my message and has faith in the one who sent me has 
      eternal life and will never be condemned. They have already gone from death 
      to life (John 15.24 &25).

(Italics mine)

I am one with the Father – John 10.30
"Never did any prophet before, from the beginning of the world, use any one expression of himself, which could possibly be so interpreted as this and other expressions were, by all that heard our Lord speak. Therefore if he was not God he must have been the vilest of men."
From John Wesley’s notes on the Bible



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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See another approach to today’s reading in the 21 April 2013 sermon on Bill Peddie’s website

	Is he the Messiah?
“Did you help your friend get the job as the country’s spy chief?”

This is the tenor of the questions being put to the New Zealand Prime Minister (as I write this in the first week of April 2013). It’s a lose-lose situation for the Prime Minister. He can’t say “no” because we know he suggested to Ian Fletcher that he apply for the job. On the other hand to say “yes” means he’ll be accused of cronyism.
In our Gospel passage today those who surround Jesus are similarly out to trap him. (John 10.24)
“Tell us plainly if you are the Messiah.”

He can’t say “no” because he knows that this is exactly the role that God has ordained that he fulfil. On the other hand to say “yes” would mean he’d be misunderstood. The expectation was that the Messiah would appear as a military ruler and forcibly drive out the occupying Romans.  Those asking the questions were not seeking to become his followers. They’d seen enough of Jesus to know he was no military champion. What they were trying to do was to trap him and prove him to be a fraud. So rather than answering directly, Jesus points instead to his actions which in themselves are evidence of who he is.
But their question is a good one for you and me. Who is Jesus? Is he God’s special King? It’s a question that traps us too. We could answer, as many do, by saying that he was a prophet, or a good moral teacher from the first century. 
But good people don’t generally claim to be one with God. “I am one with the Father,” Jesus boldly declared to his questioners. There was no doubt that this time they understood exactly what he meant. Claiming to be God was a capital offense and immediately the crowd picked up stones to exact their punishment then and there (John 10.30-31). 
On the other hand, should we accept that, yes, Jesus is indeed God’s Messiah, then we are confronted with his call on our lives. He calls us to know his voice and to follow him (John 10.27).
Know his voice
“My sheep know my voice” declares Jesus (John 10.27). The metaphor of a sheep farmer with his sheep was easy to understand for the listening crowd. They knew about sheep – but the picture is somewhat different from the one we have in rural New Zealand. The Middle-eastern farmers didn’t own the grazing land. They grazed their sheep on the dry and stony land in the open country-side. The sheep were led by the farmer to places where they’d find grass and water. The shepherd knew his sheep individually and often even had names for them. The sheep knew his voice. So this picture of the Middle-eastern shepherd helps us to understand what Jesus meant. 
But this business of us, as followers of Jesus, knowing the Lord’s voice is a bit tricky. Actually, it can be very tricky!
On a world scale all manner of evil has been performed on the basis of the supposed leading of God. One only has to consider the dark chapters in church history when the gospel was spread by the sword; or the attempts by the church to correct heretics by means of torture; or the many wars in which opposing Christian forces have claimed to be fighting and killing “for the glory of God”; or those from the history of the church, and even some in the present, who seek to contradict scientific facts on the basis of what they believe God has said.
And if this happens on a world scale, it can also happen on an individual one. We rope in a pretend “voice of God” in support of our own selfish desires: 

· “I’m sure God just wants me to be happy,” he said - justifying an extra-marital affair.
· “God wants us to have the best you know,” she said - justifying the new car purchase.

In so doing we can even trick ourselves.

But to hear this shepherd’s voice we have to listen. To know the voice we have to practice listening. The challenge is to both listen and discern. We need to ask, “Am I listening closely enough to counter the deception that is present in my heart?” And that is all tied in with being a follower of Jesus. He calls us to…
Follow Him
“My sheep know my voice, and I know them. They follow me” (John 10.27). Here we come to the heart of the matter. Don’t believe the lie that following Jesus is just a matter of developing our personal spirituality for our own fulfilment. Far from it - being followers of Jesus means that we will seek to do the things that we see Jesus doing in the gospels. 
Disregarding our own comfort, we will show compassion to others. We will address the needs of the outcast and stranger, the poor and needy, the sick and suffering, the prisoner and the prostitute. We will be peace makers. We will seek to be channels of reconciliation – fostering reconciliation person to person as well as person to God… And, all the time, seek to direct attention away from ourselves to the gracious God of salvation. The by-product of such radical involvement in God’s world is that in this, often messy, service of others we do develop our personal spirituality and do often find wonderful fulfilment. But the aim is to follow Jesus. It is the way of the cross not the way of self-gratification. 
So, we return to where we started. Is Jesus the Messiah? 
What do you think? 
To say “yes” declares his right to rule over your life and mine. It means we will listen for his voice. It requires us to be familiar with his actions as recorded in the gospels. It requires us to respond to his call to follow him.
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	Speech recognition software
A good illustration of the difficulty of knowing the Lord’s voice and getting it right is to be found in the advent of speech recognition software. This software is becoming more and more prevalent. Microsoft has included it with all their more recent software packages (Vista, Windows 7 and Windows 8) where it can be used to control functions, or to translate spoken words into text. Most of us have met this technology by way of voicemail, where we’ve experienced the frustration of trying to talk to a voicemail machine that doesn’t quite recognise our voice prompts. You may appreciate this YouTube clip of Microsoft doing a failed public demonstration of their speech recognition software in their trouble-plagued Vista package.

A recent cartoon has an office worker calling to a colleague

     “Hey, come here… check out my new speech recognition program”

While the computer types

      “Pay severe… chicken manure peach wreck ignition grow ham.”

However, most of these systems can be “trained” to recognise the idiosyncrasies of a particular person’s speech thus enabling more accurate transcription.
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	With a bit of re-framing, you might be able to use Regina Spektor’s track Fidelity off her 2006 album Begin to Hope. Regina is a bit quirky and has quite a following among tertiary students. Listen on YouTube. The chorus goes:

     I hear in my mind all these voices

     I hear in my mind all these words
     I hear in my mind all this music
     And it breaks my heart

A movie relating to today’s theme:

Babe (1995) G. This is an entertaining Australian family film. It stars James Cromwell as Farmer Hoggett and features an endearing pig that has been raised by sheep dogs. It is the pig who is really the “Good Shepherd” figure. His sheep know his voice and he cares for them. A sequel, Babe: Pig in the city (1998) G, didn’t rise to the standard of the original. 


	Creativity /
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
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Recorded voices

Go around some of the members of the church and record them reciting Psalm 23.1 (You, Lord, are my shepherd. I will never be in need.) in the version of scripture with which they are familiar. As an introduction to today’s theme, play your recorded readers back to the congregation one by one. Use the pause control and after each see if people can guess the reader from their voice. 

Another version of the same idea would be to get someone with a good Christmas music collection and put together some short music clips. Each would be a different well-known artist singing the same song (maybe Silent Night). See if people can guess the singer from their voice.
Voice recognition station

Set up a “station” to allow people to respond to today’s message. In larger congregations you will need multiple versions of the same station to allow for the flow of people. At each station have:

· Sheets of note paper

· Pencils

· The following instructions printed out in large type:

VOICE RECOGNITION
When you answer the phone are there some people that just need to say “Hello” and you know who it is by the sound of their voice? (Think here of your home phone and landline, not your cell with a visual display telling you the caller’s name!)

Write:

If there are some people’s voices that you are sure you’d recognise, take a pencil write their names on a piece of note paper.
Read:


The words of Jesus: “My sheep know my voice, and I know them. They follow me.” John 10.27 CEV

Think: 
Why do we recognise some voices and not others?
How do we learn to recognise someone’s voice?
Pray:


Lord God, 
Sometimes it is hard for me to know the right thing

There are so many people eager to give advice

And my heart can be fixed in one direction

Help me to listen for, recognise and hear your voice. 
Amen.

Do:

Read from the gospels this week especially noting how Jesus speaks.

Decide how much you will read.

Set yourself a reading plan for this week and write it on your note paper. Take it with you.
For example: This week I’ll read a chapter from John’s gospel each day

Or…               This week I’ll read the whole of Mark’s gospel.


	Music
AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC = Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
All the way my Saviour leads me S2 625

Blessing and honour CMP 976; S1 54

Father, O my Father S4 1789

Honour the dead HIOS 61
I believe in Jesus CMP 264; S1 195

I have decided CMP 272; S2 766

I heard the voice of Jesus say MHB 154; WOV 500; H&P 136; CMP 275; S1 206

Jesus the good Shepherd is MHB 621; H&P 263

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  MHB 611; WOV 492; H&P 68; CMP 400; 

     S1 311    
Lord I come to you CMP 880; S1 329

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord SIS 132

Master speak MHB 780; WOV 516; H&P 535; CMP 459

O Lord you lead me S1 400

Open our eyes Lord SIS 390; CMP 545; S3 1468
Peace child  COC 35
Saviour like a Shepherd lead us MHB 609; S2 952
The God of love my Shepherd is MHB 51; H&P 43

The King of love my Shepherd is MHB 76; WOV 81; H&P 69; CMP 649; S2 984
The Lord is my Shepherd (Gelineau) WOV 98
The Lord’s my Shepherd (Rous) MHB 50; WOV 16; H&P 70; CMP 660; S1 486

The Lord’s my Shepherd (Townend) CMP 1008; S2 988
You’re my Shepherd S3 1678

Your hand O Lord has guided WOV 389; H&P 784; CMP 705
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	Call to worship

Come to worship the Good Shepherd.
Seek his guiding presence,
listen for his voice calling to you,
serve and obey him.
Come as members of this community of his people.
Support one another in love,
encourage and serve each other

and find strength here for the week ahead
Collects 
Good Shepherd of the sheep, 

by whom the lost are sought 

and guided into the fold; 

feed us and we shall be satisfied; 

heal us and we shall be made whole; 

and lead us, that we may be with you; 

for you are alive and reign, 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
God of peace
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,

that great Shepherd of the sheep, 

with the blood of the eternal covenant: 

make us perfect in every good work to do your will, 

and work in us that which is well pleasing in your sight: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Good Shepherd

Good Shepherd,

Teach us to follow you

to care for all that are close to us,

to protect those who are threatened,

to welcome those who are rejected,

to forgive those who are burdened by guilt,

to heal those who are broken and sick,

to share with those who have little or nothing,

to take the time to really know one another

and love as you have loved us.

Good Shepherd,

Teach us to follow you

to spread compassion to those who are far away,

to speak for those who are voiceless,

to defend those who are oppressed and abused,

to work for justice for those who are exploited,

to make peace for those who suffer violence,

to take the time to recognise our connectedness,

and to love as you have loved us.

Good Shepherd,

Teach us to follow you

and to be faithful to calling you gave us

to be shepherds in your name

© John van de Laar from sacredise.com (used with permission)

Psalm 23

God, my shepherd! I don't need a thing. 
   You have bedded me down in lush meadows, 
      you find me quiet pools to drink from. 

True to your word, 
      you let me catch my breath 
      and send me in the right direction. 
Even when the way goes through 
      Death Valley, 
   I'm not afraid 
      when you walk at my side. 
Your trusty shepherd's crook 
      makes me feel secure. 

You serve me a six-course dinner 
      right in front of my enemies. 
You revive my drooping head; 
      my cup brims with blessing. 

 Your beauty and love chase after me 
      every day of my life. 
I'm back home in the house of God
      for the rest of my life.
The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson

Praise

Revelation 7.10 & 12
Our God, who sits upon the throne,
has the power to save his people,
    and so does the Lamb.
Amen! Praise, glory, wisdom,
    thanks, honour, power,
and strength belong to our God
    forever and ever! Amen!
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

On the way to Busan

On the way to Busan, 

may we humbly walk 

with you, God of life.
On the way to Busan, 

guide us as we gather, 

pray and deliberate 

as disciples of Christ.
On the way to Busan,

lead us in the way of 

justice, peace and joy 

in the Holy Spirit.

Amen

© World Council of Churches
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	On the road to Busan

At the end of October this year the World Council of Churches will hold its 10th Assembly in Busan, Korea. The Assembly is the governing body of the WCC and meets once every seven years. It is a time of fellowship, prayer and celebration. As a build-up to this event “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is each month including prayers and elements from the six-station resource Pilgrimage to Busan. 

Reflect on the excerpt from Station 2 – Called to Witness below, which begins with a famous quotation from Emil Brunner.  Get some of your church leaders to respond in the service to the questions below and seek other responses from the congregation. 
The church exists by mission, just as fire exists by burning. If it does not engage in mission, it ceases to be church.

1. Is your church “burning” for mission? 
            How, or why not?
Mission is not a project of expanding churches (or numerical growth) but of the church embodying God’s salvation in this world.
2. How does this notion of mission counter some popular understandings of what mission is about?

Copyright © 2012 WCC Publications.
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	Ask the children, “who has a pet dog?” 
Some dogs are very clever. Most know their names and basic commands like “come” and “sit”. See what other words the children can tell you are known to their pets. 
Before I was married my wife had a very clever dog that knew lots of words. “Dog lead” and “walk” were obvious ones but he also knew some less obvious words - like “jeans”… at the mention of the word “jeans” he rushed off and got an old pair of jeans so he could play tug-of-war. 

There’s lovely little children’s book that you could read called, I’ll teach my dog 100 words. You’ll find in the library or in the bookshop. It is one of the early readers in the Seuss Cat in a Hat series (It’s not written by Dr Seuss but by Michael Frith and has illustrations by PD Eastman).  Alternatively you could play this YouTube of the board-book version called I’ll teach my dog a lot of words being read.
Training a dog is not always easy. Often the dog is eager to please, but it can’t understand the trainer’s instructions… or it might get distracted. It takes time and practice and the dog has to become familiar with the trainer’s voice. Some dogs will obey one person, but nobody else. 

It’s a bit the same with us obeying God. We might want to please God, but it can be hard for us to understand what he wants us to do. It’s only by practice, by reading the story of Jesus in the Bible and by listening to God in prayer, that we get used to hearing his voice. It’s not an out-loud speaking voice but a feeling inside that something is the right thing or the wrong thing. The more we practice listening, the better we get at it. 
As far as we know, Jesus didn’t have a pet dog. But he did know about sheep. Where he lived sheep weren’t kept in fenced paddocks but wandered about the countryside. The sheep farmers had to live with them and even sleep outside with them to keep them safe. The sheep got to know the voice of the farmers. Jesus said, “My sheep know my voice, and I know them. They follow me.” He was really talking about people, not sheep. He was talking about people like you and me that want to be his followers and how we can learn to know his voice. 
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  - scroll down to the bottom of the page to “Worship Bulletin” to get a printable activity sheet on today’s readings in MS Word or PDF.
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	This image by Whanganui artist Julie Greig captures elements of the shepherd image than are both biblical and contemporary.
Listening to God images: male; female
Hearing God - cartoon from reverendfun
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 0064 9 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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