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 Sunday 8 April 2012
Celebrate the Resurrection
Year B - Easter Day – 31B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 25.6-9 The Lord who saves will destroy the power of death and wipe away the tears from everyone’s eyes.
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 The psalmist praises the Lord whose mercy and strength bring salvation and victory.
Acts 10.34-43 (or 1 Corinthians 15.1-11) Peter takes the gospel to the Gentiles. He tells them, “Jesus was put to death on a cross. But three days later, God raised him to life”
Mark 16.1-8 (or John 20.1-18) Mark’s account of the resurrection has three women going to the tomb early on Sunday morning. They find the stone rolled away. A man in white tells them Jesus has risen and that they should go and tell the disciples. The rush away trembling and astonished.


	Introduction / Summary
Ctrl+Click to follow links
KJV = King James Version of the Bible
	Easter Day

Today brings us to the conclusion of our Lent/ Easter series, Easter Songs, and takes us to the high point of the Christian year. Easter Day is a time of joy. It is a time to celebrate and to affirm the resurrection. The resurrection of Christ points to the resurrection of all God’s people and to the redemption of the earth. This is the great hope that has sustained Christians through the centuries.
     Unless Christ was raised to life, your faith is useless and you are still living in 

     your sins… But Christ has been raised to life! And he makes certain that others 

     will also be raised to life. 1 Corinthians 15.17&20

After the darkness of the last days of Holy Week today is a time to burst into joyful praise. A large range of songs of praise is suggested below.

The ending of Mark’s gospel

Mark’s gospel ends rather abruptly at Mark 16.8. In fact it looks like it ends mid sentence (the last words in the Greek read “they were afraid for”) and somehow what was the original last bit has been lost. Later copyists, perhaps in the second or third centuries, have sought to round it off with a suitable conclusion. There are two main versions of the ending. The longer of the two appears without comment in KJV, while most modern translations show both alternatives as later additions, displayed either in the main text or as a footnote.
Corrie ten Boom famously remarked of these last few verses in Mark that it is marvellous that God even honours added promises!
(Corrie ten Boom was a Dutch Christian who helped Jews escape from Nazism during World War II. She was captured and sent to Ravensbruck. Her story is told in the book and film “The Hiding Place”)

Other resources for Holy Week can be found on the New Zealand Methodist website. You will find there a couple of special “10 minutes”. One gives a plan for a Tenebrae Service on Maundy Thursday (5 April) and the other resource is for Good Friday (6 April).


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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DISCOVERING THE WOMAN
AT THE HEART OF CHRISTIANITY

CYNTHIA BOURGEAULT




	Women at the cross and resurrection

At various stages in the gospel accounts women are mentioned as followers of Jesus (see Luke 8.1-3). Their first mention in Mark’s gospel is at the cross (Mark 15.40-41). Within the time and culture of the ministry of Jesus, the place of women was seen as subordinate and their testimony deemed untrustworthy. All the more remarkable then that they should be the ones who are shown to remain faithful to Jesus until the end and be the eye-witnesses of Christ’s death. In today’s reading from Mark they are also the first to receive news of his resurrection (Mark 16.1-7). Those mentioned who were at the cross or at the empty tomb in the gospel accounts are:

1. Mary Magdalene (mentioned by Matthew, Mark, and John)

2. Mary the mother of James and Joses (mentioned by Matthew and Mark)

3. The mother of Zebedee's sons (mentioned by Matthew)

4. Salome (mentioned by Mark and probably the same person as 3 above ) 

5. Mary the mother of Jesus (mentioned by John)

6. Mary the wife of Clopas (mentioned by John) 

7. An un-named sister of Jesus' mother (mentioned by John) 
8. Joanna (mentioned by Luke)
A recent book by Cynthia Bourgeault, The meaning of Mary Magdalene: Discovering the woman at the heart of Christianity (Boston & London: Shambhala, 2010), will be of interest to those who would like a unique, scholarly and post-modern examination of the way scripture, tradition and art has dealt with Mary Magdalene.
Resurrection at the movies

In the movie Jesus of Montreal (1989) a group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ, including his unexpected death. The resurrection is depicted by means of his organs being donated to give new life to others. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.)

Another movie related to the resurrection theme is The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (2005) directed by Kiwi, Andrew Adamson. Aslan is resurrected by the “deeper magic” after being killed at the stone table. You might consider showing this clip in your service as an introduction to today’s theme.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Easter Lilies
To celebrate the resurrection decorate the front of the church and surround your cross with masses of Easter lilies. These symbolise the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the hope of life everlasting. Christian artists have used the lily to symbolise Jesus’ suffering and triumph over death. 
Easter eggs
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Have a basket of small wrapped chocolate eggs. Get everyone to take one as they leave the service as a symbol of the new life that comes through Christ at Easter.
Easter Candle             

A large candle is lit (preferably outside the church if weather permits) and is carried in during the entry procession. You can stop the procession a couple of times and people can light small hand held candles from the Easter Candle. There is a prayer used in Roman Catholic and Anglican Easter services which is a celebration of the light of the risen Christ. An abbreviated form of it is;

      This is the day when God saved our ancestors from slavery in Egypt 

       and led them dry shod through the sea.   

       This is the day when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death 

       and rose triumphant from the grave.  

       The power of this holy day dispels all evil, 

       washes guilt away, 

       restores lost innocence, 

       brings mourners joy; 

       it casts out hatred, 

       brings us peace and humbles earthly pride. 

       Most blessed of all days when heaven is wedded to earth 

       and creation reconciled to God.

       Therefore, heavenly Father, 

       in our Easter joy receive our sacrifice of praise.                                     

       Accept this Easter candle, 

       a flame divided but undimmed, 

       a pillar of fire that glows to the honour of your name.   

       May Christ, the Morning Star which never sets, 

       find the flame of love still burning within us. 

       Christ who came back from the dead, 

       Christ who sheds his peaceful light on all the world, 

       Christ who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Easter is associated with baptism.                                                                       You might want to have a renewal of baptismal vows with a chance for people to come and symbolically wash their hands.

Thank you to David Poultney for contributing these last two ideas.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
CEV = Contemporary English Version
	Joseph from Arimathea was an important member of the Jewish Council. After Jesus had died on a cross, Joseph had the courage to go to Pilate and ask if he could take the body for burial. Granted permission, he took Jesus’ body down from the cross, wrapped it in a grave cloth, and put it in a rock tomb. A stone was rolled over the entrance of the tomb to guard against any unauthorised entry. Then came the Sabbath with its enforced inactivity.
Meanwhile the disciples were still gathered behind the shut doors of the upper room, despairing over the events of the weekend. Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary the mother of James were anxious to show their respect and devotion by embalming the body with spices, but they had an agonising wait until the Sabbath was over. At their first opportunity, early on Sunday morning, while the sun was coming up, they went to the tomb. On their way they realised that they had a problem. The stone over the tomb’s entrance was far too heavy for the three of them to move. How would they be able to get access to the body?

But when they arrived at the tomb the stone had already been rolled away, so they went straight in. They were alarmed to find no body, just a young man dressed in white sitting there. They were bewildered, disturbed, trembling – but the man said, “Calm down, it’s okay. You’re looking for Jesus. You can see the place where his body was, but he is not here! God has raised him to life! Now go and tell the disciples that Jesus will go ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there just like he said. And tell Peter!”

The women ran from the tomb. They were terrified, amazed, confused and shaking all over… they were afraid!

The surprising thing about Mark’s account of the Jesus story is the ending. It is the reason that we don’t usually preach about the resurrection from Mark’s gospel. “They were confused and shaking all over. They were too afraid to tell anyone what had happened.”(CEV) … Finish! How does it end in your translation of the Bible or the Bible in the pews?

So why didn’t Mark finish the story? There are all sorts of theories. Did he mean to leave it open-ended? Perhaps he did round the story off, but his ending has been lost. Of course we don’t have a manuscript that goes back to Mark’s handwriting. The oldest manuscripts we have are just copies - Copies that were painstakingly hand-written. So maybe it was an early copyist who, for one reason or another, never got finished.

Regardless, the story speaks to us about our own lives. For once we register the news of the resurrection, like the women, we cannot help but…

Stand in awe
Think for a moment of the experience of these wonderful and faithful women. They are so integral to the story of the passion of Christ. They are the ones that stood at the foot of the cross, remaining faithful and caring to the end. Like so many women before and after them, they provide the caring presence through a time of desperation and human tragedy. Still over-flowing with grief, they were the ones who got up while it was still dark on Sunday morning to embalm Jesus’ body for burial. And they were the ones who were first to receive the news from the messenger in white. “You are looking for Jesus… God has raised him to life, and he isn't here.” 

Imagine their reaction…What? Can this possibly be? Is this some kind of crazy plot? In a wave of new emotions, shock and fear hit them hard. 

The messenger said, “go and tell the disciples.” But they were shaking all over… confused… too afraid to tell anyone. The dead raised! The rules of the natural world broken! They had no idea such a thing could or would happen. They were silenced. 
But not for long. Through Mark’s gospel Jesus had predicted his death and his resurrection. The disciples apparently didn’t understand what he was talking about. Now the truth would dawn on them. And those women did talk… they went and told the disciples. The disciples initially just did not believe them. (We know this from the other gospel accounts.)  But Jesus met with them, just as the man in white sitting in the tomb had promised. They were awe-struck. These sad, despairing men and women were changed into people radiant with joy, and burning with courage.  And my, how they talked! They talked the resurrected Christ all over the known world. Beyond where Mark finishes his story, we know that they obeyed Jesus’ instruction and told others about the resurrection. Others who, in turn, told others – and the news travelled across lands and through the centuries. Until today, 2000 years later, the news is still spreading and the Christian church still growing.  And we are the receivers of this good news. Our appropriate response, just like those first believers is to stand in awe. And to…
Finish the story

Of course Mark’s gospel is unfinished. The gospel story is always unfinished. We are to pick up the on-going Easter story. By our lives we are invited to fill in the gaps, to keep writing the ending of how the news of the resurrection continues to spread. The proof of the resurrection is in the changes that happened, and continue to happen in men and women. The resurrection is the central fact of the Christian faith. Because of the resurrection, our faith is not in an idea, or a hope, or a dream. Our faith is in the Living Christ!

Jesus is not a memory… but a presence. He is not someone to discuss… but someone to meet. Since the time when those women went to the tomb early on a Sunday morning, many millions have found real joy in having their eyes opened to Jesus’ resurrection power and in surrendering their lives to his control. In this we both rejoice and tremble.
To properly understand the Easter message we must meet the risen Christ. Then we begin to write our own ending to the story and respond to his call to take the good news out into our world.
Celebrate the resurrection

Why were the women the first to get news of the resurrection? In the time and culture of Jesus’ day women were commonly considered by men to be inferior, unfit to testify in court, and even unsuitable for serious conversation. Throughout the ministry of Jesus he sought the excluded, the outcast and the outsider. He said that these would respond to his message rather than the rich and the righteous. 
So it was in keeping that Jesus resurrection news came first to the women. Like them, he came to serve others. And to them was given the responsibility of telling others of his resurrection.
They are particularly told to take the message to Peter. It was Peter who, when the heat was on, so flagrantly denied that he even knew Jesus. Remember how sorrowfully he recalled Jesus’ prediction that before the morning rooster crowded he would deny his Lord three times – how he later wept and repented! The news of the resurrection was sent especially to Peter 

For him it was the good news that there was forgiveness and another chance. And my - how Peter took that chance and made the most of it!

Those who celebrate the resurrection are those who, like Peter, come to Christ in repentance aware of their short-comings. Or, like the women, come in humility with a willingness to serve. In his resurrection he gives us a glimpse of the eternal which changes the way we view our immediate and temporal concerns. He fills us with hope. 
Has the news of the resurrection got out of pages of the book and into your life and mine? Come and celebrate the resurrection. It is good news for the faulty, for the marginalised, and for ordinary people like you and me.
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	Ne plus ultra and the Spanish coat of arms
Ne plus ultra is a Latin descriptive phrase (Literally: there is nothing more beyond)
meaning it is the best or most extreme example of something. In the mythology of Spain, the Straits of Gibraltar were known as the Pillars of Hercules. Because the Pillars marked a limit of the known world they were called the ne plus ultra of the ancient world. 
However, the voyages of Christopher Columbus represented a radical change in world view. He sailed west and found a great new land. What was once considered to be the Western boundary, and the limit of the known world, became the gateway to the new world. The Holy Roman Emperor Charles V changed the motto on his heraldic emblem from ne plus ultra (there is nothing more beyond) to the reverse plus ultra (there is more beyond). This idea is represented in the Spanish coat of arms (pictured left), which uses a depiction of this phrase, without the negation, inscribed over the Pillars. 

On Easter Sunday we are mindful of Jesus who went into the grave and came back in resurrection life. This fact changes our world view. What was once considered the final state is now shown to be the gateway to the new world. Plus ultra – there is more beyond!


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks H&P 250; SIS 276; CMP 30; S1 4
Because you live, O Christ FFS 7
Celebrate Jesus, celebrate! S1 67

Christ is alive AA15

Christ is risen! Hallelujah MHB 206; CMP 74

God sent his son CMP 52; S2 701
Hallelujah! Sing to Jesus WOV 439; CMP 207

He is Lord H&P 256; SIS 49; CMP 220; S1 158
How deep the Father’s love for us CMP 988; S1 185

I believe in Jesus CMP 264; S1 195

If we died with him SIS 354

I live, I live SIS 411; CMP 282; 

In Christ alone S3 1311

I serve a risen Saviour CMP 295

I will sing the wondrous story MHB 380; WOV 173; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821
Jesus Christ is risen today MHB 205; WOV 280; CMP 357; S1 276
Jesus stand among us (Pennefather)  MHB 684; H&P 530; CMP 380
Jesus stand among us (Kendrick) CMP 381
Jumping Jesus  HIOS 81
Let the weak say, ‘I am strong’ S2 862
Lord I lift your name in high CMP 881; S1 330

Low in the grave he lay MHB 211; H&P 202; CMP 453; S1 345
My Lord, my Master can it be? WHV 47
We place you SIS 525; S3 1588
Where the light of Easter Day  HIOS 153

Yours (Thine) be the glory MHB 213; WOV 303; H&P 212; CMP 689; S1 510


	Prayers
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	Collect

Most glorious God, 

who on this day delivered us 

by the mighty resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

and made your whole creation new: 

grant that we who celebrate with joy 

his rising from the dead 

may be raised from the death of sin 

to the life of righteousness; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)

Easter Sunday greetings

Christ has risen!


He has risen indeed!

And all around us there are reminders of life:


People alongside us breathing, shuffling a little, 



getting their limbs already to stand or sit.
There are children who have grown visibly since we saw them last: becoming marginally taller, 


more co-ordinated, 



more literate, 




more articulate.

There are fresh flowers, 


arranged by loving hands into shapes and patterns of beauty

There are signs of changing seasons outside as we arrived: 


the beginnings, the faint beginnings of a colder feel to the air, 



a slightly darker shade of green on trees 




as they begin to think about winter wardrobes.

There are things we know now that we did not know last week… things about life in our city (town), 


life in New Zealand, 



life around the world.

These and more are signs of hope: and change: and renewal.

There are also signs of aging.


Perhaps a twinge and a reminder that what once was easy 



now needs just a little more effort


Perhaps a hint that our bodies are slightly creakier, 



slightly less able to take anything that we feed them, 



slightly more dependent on pills and doctors…

There are memories of people who have passed on: 


whose lives touched ours, whose contributions matter:

And these are quiet reminders that one day 


we too will face the end of life was we know it.

We worship the God who loves us: who calls into fullness of life now

and in whom Jesus of Nazareth showed us that is not all there is:


there is more to life than this life


there is life yet to come



for Christ is risen: 

                        he is ris’n indeed.   
© Alan K Webster (used with permission)                 
A prayer for Easter Sunday

The day of resurrection  Psalm 118:19-20; Mark 16:4 also Psalm 24:7-9

The gate closes on the day

hinged to a lichened post;

fence wire wedging it taut,

handcuffed in iron embrace.

All that can move are the shadows

or the air creaking in the wind.

On the last day time is shut;

and gate sockets’ frozen grind.

Gates that lift up their heads

write an infinite calendar of years

open souls to a hidden cosmos,

bend minds behind the stars.
                Together:

Eternal God,

beyond and within time and space,

anchor me in the ground of your grace.

Stand me alongside the Temple gate,

for me to breathe your holiness.

Lift me above our shaky institutions,

so that others can lean on me.

May my care for the earth and myself be one.

Let love pour out of all we do together,

so our words are your plumb-line, 

and we can open gates

worthy of resurrection with the crucified one, 

Amen.
© John Howell (used with permission)
A prayer for others on Easter Sunday

Living God,

We think of those who get buried;

buried with the intention of smothering them and what they stand for. 

We think of: 

artists with creative minds and ideas;

prophets who speak the truth;

whistleblowers who lift the covers;

the humble poor who get trodden on by greed;

children abused by manipulative predators;

those suffering from dementia and their carers.

                Together:

God may our words and prayers support those who feel buried, 

with the hope of the resurrection life. 

Living God,

We think of those who are life transformers;

who turn things around when we think it’s done and dead.

We think of:

enthusiasts who bring inspiration to the moribund;

teachers and coaches who inspire creativity;

those gardeners of the soul who nurture, prune and plant;

strategists who think outside the square;

writers whose poetry lifts our imagination;

painters who enable us to see perspective;

designers who recreate our urban landscape;

coaches who build teams and form community.


Together:
God, live in us,
fill our lungs with the air of your spirit,
enlarge our souls with the breath of creation,

move our bodies with your dance of joy,

feed our minds with the truths of resurrected life,

as we care for the earth and all who call it home.

Bless all who know and live eternal life,

because of one person they could not bury,

the Holy One of God, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Resurrection life

Lord Jesus Christ 

we thank you for your resurrection life.

May it be to us not just a theory

but a tangible reality

that lightens our darkness and stills our fears.

We thank you that you are the hope-giver.

We consciously join ourselves to you

and seek your unchanging and enduring quality of eternal life

for today, tomorrow … and even forever. 

Amen.

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Empty egg
In preparation, take a regular hen’s egg and “blow” it by punching a small hole in each end. Put your mouth over one end and blow the contents out the other. Begin your talk by carefully holding up the egg, covering the holes with your fingers. Tell the children about how eggs are associated with Easter (especially chocolate ones). Although an egg looks lifeless like a stone it is not like a stone at all. 

What comes out of an egg? A chicken - new life. It’s surprising that a fluffy yellow chicken would come out of something that looks like a stone. Because of this it is a symbol of Easter resurrection. Jesus came alive out of the tomb. Easter is all about surprise. 

Take blown egg and throw it in the air into the middle of the children. A look of shock and horror will come across their faces.  But the empty egg is harmless and will fall to the ground, probably breaking into many pieces. Explain that they all expected the egg to be full but were surprised to find it was empty.  On Easter Day some women went to the tomb where they thought Jesus body was. They thought that it would be full – but just like our egg it was empty. They were very surprised when they saw it was empty and they heard that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 


Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives that enriches lives and relationships 
7

