[image: image8.jpg]” on a Tuesday



Sunday 4 November 2012
Light creeps in
Year B - Pentecost 23 - 64B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Ruth 1.1-18 After both of their husbands died, Ruth pledges her loyalty to her mother-in-law Naomi. “I will go where you go, I will live where you live; your people will be my people, your God will be my God.”
Psalm 146 A psalm of praise to the creator God who is dependable and gives justice to the poor.
Hebrews 9.11-14 Christ has freed us from sin by offering himself as an eternal and spiritual sacrifice. His blood makes our consciences clear.
Mark 12.28-34 A teacher of the Law asked Jesus which is the most important commandment. Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbour as yourself.”
All Saints Sunday 

All Saints Day is 1 November and, as today is the first Sunday in November, All Saints may be celebrated today. The following alternative readings are given:

     Wisdom of Solomon 3.1-9 (from the Apocrypha) or Isaiah 25.6-9
     Psalm 24

     Revelation 21.1-6

     John 11.32-44

All Saints Sunday is a day to remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ. It is appropriate to get your congregation to recall the people (“saints” include those both living and dead) who have contributed to their own faith journey. These people will typically be their mothers, fathers, grandparents, mentors, Sunday school teachers, youth leaders, or someone who has introduced them to faith in Jesus Christ. 

To celebrate this day, you could:

· Have a prayer of thanksgiving for those Christians who have paved the way for us and give opportunity for people to say the names out loud of those who are especially significant for them.
· Arrange for some in your congregation to tell about those who brought them to faith or have helped in their faith journey.
· Give opportunity for people to light a candle for those people that they are remembering.
· Have pencils and small strips of paper available for people to write the names of those that they wish to remember. Get them to bring the names up to the front of the church and place them in a bowl.

Follow this link for more Methodist resources for All Saints Day.



	Introduction / Background
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	Ruth

The lectionary readings this week and next take us to the little book of Ruth. This is a marvellous story of God’s providence that touches on many contemporary pastoral issues. If you start the story today you will need to continue it next week. It actually unfolds in four parts which, by extending the series and covering a chapter a week, will take you right through to the end of the church year and the beginning of Advent. Unfortunately, the lectionary only ever gives us these two weeks of Ruth in its three-year cycle. Why not take the plunge and cover the whole book? While “10 Minutes on Tuesday” will follow the lectionary readings and will give you only two weeks of resources, the strong and readable storyline of the book of Ruth will make it easy to carry the series through to four weeks. At least, suggest to your congregation that they all sit down and read the whole story at home. I’ve included a few Bible study questions below.
The Greatest Commandment 
The incident in our gospel reading is also found in Matthew 22.34-40. Matthew’s version was the focus of “10 minutes on a Tuesday” on 23 October 2011 and you will find this in the 10 Minutes archives. Once again, studying the text using this parallels tool provided by the University of Toronto will give you a range of interesting comparisons:
· In Matthew the question is asked to test Jesus.
· In Mark Jesus begins with the “Hear O Israel” of Deuteronomy 6.4. (This is a passage called the Shema, from the Hebrew word to hear.)
· In Mark the scribe repeats the commandments in agreement, and Jesus tells him that he is not far from the Kingdom of God.



	Preaching Thoughts and Questions
GNT = Good News Translation
	There have been many difficult times in the history of Israel. The period of the judges was one such time. The nation was in moral decline. According the biblical record, “There was no king in Israel at that time; everyone did whatever they wanted.” (Judges 17.6 GNT)  As if things weren’t bad enough, along came a famine. 

Food was desperately short and Elimelech and his wife Naomi wondered what would become of them. The irony was that they were living in Bethlehem, which means “house of bread”. But there was no bread. Talking it over, they got the idea of packing up and leaving for somewhere things might be a bit better. So, with their two sons they headed East, around the Dead Sea, across the river Jordon, and into the land of Moab (present day Jordon).
The journey of the hungry family was only the beginning of their troubles. When they arrived in Moab, Elimelech died, leaving Naomi as a widow and solo mum with two boys. When the boys grew up they each married a nice local Moabite girl. One married Orpah and the other Ruth. They all lived together in Moab for about ten years, then tragedy struck again. Both of Naomi’s sons died. This meant that Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah were all now widows.

Naomi heard that the famine was now over in her own country and she decided to return there. Ruth and Orpah accompanied her to the border where she blessed them and instructed them to return to their own families. 

But they both said, "We will go with you."

Naomi asked them again to go to their own homes. She would have no more sons for them to marry, but they may find another husband amongst their own people.

Orpah listened to Naomi's pleading, kissed her mother-in-law and left weeping.

But Ruth still refused to leave.

Naomi then said to Ruth, “Look, your sister-in-law is going back to her people and to her gods! Why don’t you go with her?”
Ruth clung to her and replied, "Please do not force me to leave! Wherever you go, I will follow, and where you stay, I will stay, and your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. Where you die, I’ll die, and that’s where I’ll be buried, so help me God - not even death itself is going to come between us!”
When Naomi realized that Ruth would not change her mind, she accepted her decision. Ruth loyally followed Naomi back to Bethlehem. They arrived in Bethlehem at the time of the harvest. The whole town was excited to see them. The women who lived there asked, “Can this really be Naomi?”

But Naomi responded, “God has made my life bitter. I used to have everything, but I have come back with nothing.”
It’s a story of deprivation, displaced people, and coping with grief. As such it resounds with so many of the issues from present day society and even from our own lives. What can we take from it this morning? 

Break down barriers

The story of Ruth was told to break down barriers and show the broadness of the love of God. When Elimelech and Naomi decided to go to the land of Moab they were heading into enemy territory. This was one of the nations that oppressed Israel during the time of the judges. Not only did they head across the border as displaced people – refugees – but they settled-in and their sons married local girls. Then Naomi ended up taking Ruth, a despised Moabite, back into Jewish society with her. That was all a bit awkward to say the least.

Refugees, immigrants from another culture, intermarriage, displaced people – it sounds very much like our own mixed-up, muddled-up world. And the message is that the broadness of God’s love sweeps us all up together. The closeness of Ruth and Naomi is a sign of what we are to be as God’s family, the church.
I recall my first involvement in a church home group. Although I had come from a very different background from the others in the group I experienced the joy, love and warmth of true Christian fellowship. The host family surprised me one day when they said, “Andrew, we are closer to you than our own family.” 
That’s what the love of God does. It breaks down barriers between people and gives us a new sense of belonging. We become a new family, in which displaced persons are embraced. So we are called to break down barriers and…
Be faithful

The lovely words spoken as a pledge by Ruth,
I will go where you go,
    I will live where you live;
your people will be my people,
    your God will be my God

remind us of the beauty and joy of faithfulness. Sometimes these words are incorporated into a wedding service, but the original context is a daughter-in-law’s promise of loyalty to her mother-in-law. The pledge comes as a timely reminder for us, because faithfulness in our day is rather hard to find. Loyalty is a commodity easily dispensed with in an age of pragmatism. 

An example of this is in this morning’s (as I write) newspaper. The report tells us that Ma’a Nonu has decided to play his rugby for Otago next year… despite having a signed contract to play for the Blues. Auckland coach John Kirwan has expressed surprise, as he believed he had a verbal commitment (which apparently is supposed to mean more than the contract) from Nonu to stay with the Blues.

Ruth’s pledge to Naomi is an encouragement for us to not give in to the prevailing pressure of the society around us, which always seeks to keep options open in case something that looks better appears on the horizon. It is a demonstration of the sort of integrity that determines to keep promises and remain faithful purely out of love. It reminds us of the vows we make at those significant times in our lives like at our wedding, baptism and confirmation. So be faithful and…
Keep hope alive

We can only imagine the agony and grief of Naomi as she returned home. Her time away had been a string of funerals. She had lost her husband and both of her sons. And she arrived back among her old Jewish friends with an Arab daughter-in-law in tow. The locals were thrilled to see her back, but she was still in mourning and said, “God has made my life so bitter you might as well call me bitterness itself.”

We know that some families have far more than their fair share of tragedy. They seem to go from one crisis to another. This was true of Naomi and maybe it is true of you too.

For some, life seems to be continual bouts of sickness, stress, redundancies, grief, disappointments, conflict, hurt and loneliness. There are times when we could add our voice to that of Naomi when she declared, “God has made my life bitter”. 

But this story is an encouragement to keep hope alive. Before we sink with Naomi into a black hole of despair, the one that John Bunyan called “the slough of despond”, look for cracks in the darkness. If we look hard enough in the story of Naomi we see, at the end of the chapter, that the harvest was just beginning when Ruth and Naomi arrived (Ruth 1.23). 
This was good. 
The golden fields, ripe with grain, were a sign of bounty for the community. Harvest was the very best time for two destitute women to arrive. They owned nothing, but had the good will of their neighbours who were sure to give them a chance of a new start.

It so often proves true that the darkest hour is before the dawn. Isn’t this true of the story of the Christ in agony in the garden, who was hung on a cross, and then on the third day rose again? The resurrection causes us to be optimists… we are now his Resurrection people. 
So we begin this bitter-sweet story of Ruth with an encouragement to:

     keep hope alive – the darkest hour is before the dawn

     be faithful – there is strength and joy in sticking with our commitments

     and break down barriers – the love of God is broad and inclusive. 


	Illustrations / Stories
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	Moa bites
Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons went to live among the Moabites. New Zealanders have a long history of finding humour in making puns from the words Moa and Moabites. 
This from an article, “Moa in Canterbury”, in The West Coast Times of 1 December 1884:  
      “It is fortunate for some folks these creatures did not live on the confines of   

       ancient Syria, considering the dreadful number of Moa-bites they would have
       taken every morning for their breakfasts.”
And this from a poem about Moa in the Wanganui Chronicle  21 October 1915:

“Who as ‘tis said in Holy Writ,
caused all those circumcised to flit,
the valiant Hebrews chased and bit,
The Moa.
‘And the Israelites were driven out of the land by the Moa-bites.’”
Mothers-in-law

The story of Naomi and Ruth is a touching story of love, loyalty and faithfulness. What a contrast it is to the stereotypical relationship with a mother-in-law. Mothers-in-law generally get bad press and are the butt of many jokes. US comic Sunda Croonquist was actually sued by her mother-in-law for telling too many gags about her.

· One comic said, "My mother-in-law has come round to our house at Christmas seven years running. This year we're having a change. We're going to let her in."
· Another, “Adam and Eve were the happiest, and the luckiest, couple in the world, because neither of them had a mother-in-law.”

· And then there is this adaptation of that tale of Solomon’s wisdom from 1 Kings 3.16-28: Two women came before wise King Solomon, dragging between them a young man. "This young man agreed to marry my daughter," said one. "No! He agreed to marry my daughter," said the other. And so they haggled before the King, until he called for silence.  "Bring me my biggest sword," said Solomon, "and I shall hew the young man in half. Each of you shall receive a half." "Sounds good to me," said the first lady. But the other woman said, "Oh King, do not spill innocent blood. Let the other woman's daughter marry him." The wise king did not hesitate a moment. "This man must marry the first lady's daughter," he proclaimed. "But she was willing to hew him in two!" exclaimed the king's court. "Indeed," said wise King Solomon. "That shows she is the True mother-in-law!
War Brides

“Let us try and imagine Ruth’s position. Immediately after World War II in Europe there were strong hostile feelings between the British and Germans. They had tried to bomb each other into submission, which meant that for the first time the civilian populations were deeply involved in the agony, bloodshed, death and destruction of war. Soon British soldiers were returning with German brides. You can imagine the problem this presented to many British families, but think of what it meant to be a German bride! She was leaving her home, her family and her country to move into a new town on the island her own nation had been trying to destroy. Her difficulties and trials in those early days would be many. Only the strong loving care of her husband would see her through.”

Stanley Collins, Courage and Submission: A Bible Commentary for Laymen/ Ruth and Esther: (Ventura, Calif: G/L Regal Books, 1975) p14-15
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	Take time to read through the little book of Ruth this week. 

Ask - What character do I most identify with in this story? 

Why? 

What could God be saying to me through this book? 

What will I do about it?

There are a few music tracks that could be used to introduce our theme today:
· The darkest hour is just before dawn. This old English proverb resounds with our reading from Ruth today. It was set to music in country-gospel genre by Ralph Stanley and is on the album The Best of the Best of the Stanley Brothers Gospel (1998).  Read the lyrics. Both the Stanley version and the Emmylou Harris’ cover are just too country for this city boy, but this version by Bob Henderson on YouTube, that was recorded live in a church service last year, is okay. (Tele-evangelist warning: Jimmy Swaggart starts to preach at the end of this YouTube clip.)
· Lovers in a dangerous time. Canadian singer song-writer Bruce Cockburn included this song on his Stealing Fire (1984) album. It has the memorable lyric, “Got to kick at the darkness 'til it bleeds daylight”. Read the lyrics. Watch on YouTube this live performance at the Montreal Jazz Festival in 2000.

· The long day is over by Norah Jones off her Come away with me album (2002). Read the lyrics and watch the video on the lyricsfreak site. 
· Endless night from The Lion King Musical Soundtrack (1997) has the repeated chorus “I know that the night must end, I know that the sun must rise.” Read the lyrics. Watch on YouTube. 


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Lamps on timers

Place several lamps on timers around the front of the church. Set the timers so the lamps turn on, one by one, through the service. Depending on whether you are of the personality type that likes to leave things open-ended, or of the sort that likes to tie up loose ends, you could either:

· Give no explanation in the service. See if people begin to speculate as to what that was all about. Be ready with an answer when people ask.

· Or explain that we never know when the light of hope will shine in our situation. Just when we think all is darkness, light appears.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
A new commandment I give unto you WOV 571; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23   
A safe stronghold our God is still MHB 494; H&P 661; CMP 2

Be not dismayed (God will take care of you) - words and score from hymnary.org
God moves in a mysterious way MHB 503; WOV 54; H&P 65; CMP 193; S2 700

Great is your faithfulness H&P 66; CMP 200; S1 138

Have faith in God, my heart WOV 552; H&P 675
I come to the garden alone - words and score from hymnary.org
In heavenly love abiding MHB 528; WOV 504; H&P 678; CMP 331; S2 782

Light of the world S3 1406

Lord I will SIS 313

My Jesus, my Saviour CMP 1003; S1 367

My spirit longs for Thee MHB 467

O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; WOV 514; H&P 704; CMP 501; S1 391

O love that will not let me go MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685; CMP 515
O perfect love MHB 777

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night CMP 551

Out of the depths MHB 359; H&P 429

Sing to the Lord S2 962

Song of faith that sings forever FFS 57

The law of Christ alone H&P 407; WOV 554

This is my desire CMP 1013; S1 515
Through the love of God (Peters) MHB 525; CMP 704
We are one on the bond of love SIS 134

We thank you for the heritage HIOS 144


	Prayers
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	Collects 
The commands to love     Mark 12:28-34
God, who is love,

your commands to love you

and to love our neighbour as ourselves,

are both demanding and world changing.

Let my love for you

know no boundary.

Let my love for my neighbour

pervade my relationships.

Let it define who we are,

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
All embracing God 

your care for us surpasses 

even a mother’s tender love. 
Through your word and sacrament 

renew our trust in your providence, 

that we may abandon all anxiety 

and seek first your kingdom. 

We make our prayer 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 146
Shout praises to the Lord!
    With all that I am,
    I will shout his praises.
I will sing and praise the Lord God
    for as long as I live.

You can’t depend on anyone,
    not even a great leader.
Once they die and are buried,
    that will be the end of all their plans.

The Lord God of Jacob blesses everyone
    who trusts him and depends on him.
God made heaven and earth;
    he created the sea
    and everything else.

God always keeps his word.
He gives justice to the poor
    and food to the hungry.

The Lord sets prisoners free
    and heals blind eyes.
    He gives a helping hand
    to everyone who falls.

The Lord loves good people
    and looks after strangers.
He defends the rights of orphans and widows,
    but destroys the wicked.

The Lord God of Zion will rule forever!
    Shout praises to the Lord

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

This day began in darkness XE "This day began in darkness" 
And at some point light crept in…

At some point today, things that looked dark and indefinable, things that had no visible shape, things that loomed alarmingly in the gloom gradually became clearer…

At some point – with or without someone watching – what was invisible became visible

What was not clear became clear

What was dark became light

We talk of a light coming on

We show a light bulb illuminated over the head of a cartoon character when things become clear

We talk of enlightenment, of a light in the eyes, of shining light into a situation…

This day began with an absence of light…and the light came…

May our experience of this day, and this time together, and of this week a head

Be one of seeing light

Of understanding what is in the darkness by the light that God shines on it

And in praise, being grateful for the light God gives

Amen
© Alan K Webster (used with permission)
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Cross-cultural cooking class
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To help with the mixing and inclusion of different cultures in your congregation arrange a cooking class one evening. Get those from other countries to demonstrate how to cook a favourite dish from their homeland. Then get someone to demonstrate how to cook a classic Kiwi dish like pavlova. Make sure the cooks to write out their recipes and where to buy the ingredients. Copy these off so everyone can try making the dishes again at home.


	Bible Study
	Ruth chapter 1

The story of Ruth was set in the time of the Judges (1375-1050 BCE) and was probably written around 450-250 BCE.
Coming to grips with the story
What were the major life-events in Naomi’s life?

v1

v3

v4

v22

Coming to grips with the culture

widowhood - levirate marriage v11

courtesy v10

significance of names v20

Compare to the other record of what happened in this period

Judges 3.15, 20-23, 28-30

Why do you think the author wrote the book?

What does the passage say to us
about grief?

about the immigrants in our neighbourhood?

about our interdependence?

Harold Turner describes three possible understandings of the world and the way we live in the community of people:

Atomic - society is made up of individual units (like billiard balls)

Oceanic - we are all ultimately one (like the ocean)

Relational - we are all linked together (like a net)

Which of these is closest to the understanding of Kiwi culture? 
Which is the closest to that of Naomi?

Key passage - Chapter 1.16-17



	Children
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	That’s not fair
Bring along a few long candy bars (Crunchie or similar) but only enough so that there will be one between about every three children. Break them up so that every child gets a piece. Some pieces will be bigger than others. (Depending on how polite your children are) quite likely one of the children will say something like, “That’s not fair she got a bigger piece than me.” If not, you could point this out.
Anyone who is around children will often hear, “That’s not fair, he did… that’s not fair, why did…” or “that’s not fair, she got…” 

I often say to my children, “life’s not fair”. 
It isn’t. 
We don’t all get equal and the same all the time. We certainly don’t all get an equal amount of good and bad things happen to us.

Today we are beginning to hear the story of Naomi and Ruth. Life wasn’t fair for them.

Read or tell Naomi’s misfortunes from Ruth 1.1-4.

Naomi and her husband were short of food, so they travelled to another country. When they got there Naomi’s husband died. Then her two sons died.

However, the message from the story is that God was watching over them and looking after them. Even though bad things happened things were going to get better.

We need to remember, when we think that life’s not fair, that God is looking after us and things will get better.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	The book of Ruth in Christian art:

· Les Glaneuses (The Gleaners) by Jean-François Millet 1857.
· Ruth gleaning  byJacques-Joseph Tissot 1836-1902.
· Naomi entreating Ruth and Orpah by William Blake 1795.



[image: image10.png]


© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
9

