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Sunday 30 December 2012
The boy Jesus 

Year C - Christmas 1 - 06C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	1 Samuel 2.18-20, 26 Samuel grew up in the Lord’s house in Shiloh. Each year his mother would bring him new clothes. He grew in favour with the Lord and with people.
Psalm 148 A call for the heavens and the earth and all that is in them to praise the Lord.
Colossians 3.12-17  Each of us was chosen to be part of the body of Christ. Therefore we should live together in love and peace, forgiving one another and giving thanks to God.
Luke 2.41-52 When Jesus was twelve years old he was found in the temple listening to the teachers of the law and asking them questions. He grew in favour with the Lord and with people.
Christmastide
The present church season is called “Christmastide” and extends until the season of Epiphany, which begins on 6 January. The word “mass” is used to mean a festival and “tide” is just an old way of saying time. So Christmastide is the time when we have a festival to celebrate Christ’s birth. Traditionally this covers the twelve days of Christmas, known to most people in New Zealand because of the song. As the first day of Christmas was Christmas Day, we are now exactly in the middle of the twelve days. That makes today the sixth day of Christmas – the day to give your true love six geese a-laying. 
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Dash

	Boyhood of Jesus

Our passage from Luke’s gospel today is the longest of only three accounts we have from canonical writings of the early life of Jesus. Luke tells us of his presentation at the temple (Luke 2.22-39) and what Simeon and the prophetess Anna had to say about him. Then Matthew gives an account of Joseph and Mary escaping into Egypt with him (Matthew 2.13-20). Finally, today’s passage from Luke 2.41-52, tells of the young Jesus being found in discussion with the teachers of the law in the Jerusalem temple. Significantly this third account contains the first words spoken by Jesus to be recorded in the narratives of the gospels. In each of these accounts the detail given is measured and restrained.  
It is interesting to compare this with the apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomas from the second or third century (not to be confused with the Gospel of Thomas). You might like to read the text - but it would be wise to have read the Bible from cover to cover before you embark on this fanciful material! In the Infancy Gospel of Thomas the boy Jesus comes across as a rather angry and precocious child who is eager to display his supernatural abilities. The stories bring to mind the boy super-hero, Dash, from the movie “The Incredibles” who is always champing at the bit to show off his super-powers to all those who are around.
Advent and Christmas

Today we bring to an end the Advent and Christmas series that “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” has been following through Luke’s gospel. The whole series looks like this:
The most wonderful time of the year

December 2
Jesus appears to all   Luke 21.25-36 

December 9
Song for a baby          Luke 1.68-79 

December 16
Getting ready              Luke 3.7-18
December 23 
Blessing for a baby     Luke 1.39-55
December 25
A baby born                Luke 2.1-20

December 30
The boy Jesus 
Luke 2.41-52

I’m taking a break for a couple of weeks. Next Sunday’s “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” (6 January) will be prepared by David Poultney. The resource for Sunday 13 January will be prepared by Ian Boddy. Thank you David and Ian.
Andrew Gamman



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
More than one commentator has come up with the imaginative suggestion that Jesus being found on the third day parallels the resurrection on the third day. 


	During the summer break some years ago I took a trip down from Auckland to Hawkes Bay to visit my parents. With my wife and daughter I had gone into the main street of Hastings to do some shopping. My wife and I were locked in conversation as we got back to the car. We hopped in and drove off with our purchases. 

Our young daughter watched dumbfounded from the footpath as we drove into the distance. This was in the days before most cars had central locking and she had been standing at the back door of the car waiting for us to unlock it for her when we drove off. Her heart fell as the car headed into the distance with no sign that this was some kind of temporary joke on our part. Fortunately, we didn’t get a kilometre down the road before we realised our terrible mistake and returned for one very shaken and upset little girl. The incident obviously made an impact on her as, all these years later, that now grown-up daughter with children of her own often reminds me of my negligence on that day!
It seems that most families have a “forgot the baby” type of story – including, we learn today, the holy family. Let’s have a look at that story, recorded for us by Luke…
It took place as part of a trip to Jerusalem. The journey from their home in Nazareth down to Jerusalem was around 150 kilometres, so it was no short walk. Devout Jews would try to make the trip every year for the Passover feast. There was no obligation for the women to go, but they often did, and for Joseph and Mary the annual trip had become a custom. 
The Passover feast took place over a seven-day period and this particular year they had taken with them the twelve year old Jesus. His age is significant. Although this incident predates the Jewish coming of age ceremony at the thirteenth birthday that we know as the bar mitzvah, still, at twelve years old a young Jewish boy would be regarded as being at the age of beginning to take adult responsibilities. These responsibilities included joining the pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the feasts and the observance of the teachings of the Torah (the religious obligations and laws). So this particular trip was probably Jesus’ first visit to a feast in Jerusalem. 
When the feast was over the pilgrims left for the return trip back to Nazareth. They would travel in groups for safety. The women would start out first and travel at a slower pace than the men who would start later but catch them up at the end of the day. Being at the border-line age, Jesus could have travelled with either the men or the women. Joseph assumed that he was with his mother, and Mary assumed that he was travelling with the men. It was not until they got together at the end of the day’s journey and they set up camp that they found that Jesus was nowhere to be seen. After making enquiries among all of their relatives and acquaintances, Joseph and Mary realised he had not travelled with either group.

You can imagine their sense of panic! 
The next day they made the trip back to Jerusalem to find him. It was only on the third day that they finally found him at the temple. (Presumably this includes the one day trip north, a day travelling back again, and then on the third day locating him at the temple.)
When they found him he was sitting among the teachers of the law, eagerly listening to them and asking questions. These older men were obviously quite impressed with him and the astuteness of his comments. Joseph and Mary however were not impressed.

Mary let him have it, “What do you think you are doing? We’ve been looking for you everywhere and going crazy with worry about you!”

Young Jesus replied, “Why did you have to search for me? You should have known I’d be here in my Father’s house.”

Joseph and Mary couldn’t understand what he was on about.

Jesus went back to Nazareth with them and lived as an obedient son. But Mary couldn’t help but wonder about what had happened.

This story is not a case of Jesus miraculously displaying his superior knowledge of the things of God to the listening scholars (as is often depicted in Christian art – see below). The text of the story tells us that he was “listening to the teachers and asking them questions” (Luke 2.46).  It does, however, reveal the beginnings of his self awareness. Jesus is now understanding that he is uniquely the Son of God. His hunger for learning is in preparation for the mission that will lie ahead of him in future years. Luke seeks to make a clear contrast in these verses between Jesus’ earthly parents (Luke 2.48) and his heavenly Father (Luke 2.49). 
At the same time, for Joseph and Mary, there is a growing understanding of what the earlier angelic visitations and prophetic messages might mean. It is certainly interesting for us to examine this unusual story that comes from Jesus’ boyhood. But could there be some application for you and me? What can we take from it?
Find the Christ
In this passage, Jesus is now beginning to understand who he is. 
Joseph and Mary are also on a journey of discovery. They are beginning to comprehend more and more about their special child. 
The same is true for you and me and our understanding of Christ. We don’t all of a sudden “get it” in one hit. Christ is revealed to us little by little. As we seek him in the gospels, and as we search for him in our daily activities, the implications of his words and actions unfold quietly in our lives. We both lose him and find him again in unpredictable and unexpected moments. He does reveal himself to us… but often not as we had imagined he would. We grow in our knowledge of him as we ponder all these things in our hearts.
If there is something to find, there is also something to pass on.

Pass it on

In Jesus’ later ministry he makes some blistering attacks on the religious leaders of his day. But that comes from the context of a real respect for the religious customs in which he has been raised. As good and responsible parents, Joseph and Mary observe the practices and traditions of their faith and raise their children in a knowledge of them. The passage begins, “Every year Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for Passover” (Luke 2.41). This would require considerable planning and effort. But the celebration of the feasts and visiting the temple were important rituals to be both observed and passed on to the next generation.
What religious habits and customs are important to us? What are we passing on to the next generation? We can hardly bemoan the secularisation of the culture if we are hastening the process by failing to pass on the customs at the centre of our faith. Some of the customs that we see less often today include:
· Giving thanks to God our provider before meals

· Regular routines of Bible reading and prayer in our homes

· Responding with family prayer together to crises or unexpected blessings
· Eagerly and regularly attending times of worship and fellowship with other Christians.

· Observing Easter and Christmas as special “holy days” rather than just holidays

Early Methodists faced ridicule for being enthusiasts – a criticism it would be lovely to hear more often today! It is as our children and grandchildren watch us observing customs such as these that they too pick them up. And by these means our faith is passed on the next generation.


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories
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	All who heard him were amazed at his understanding

During my time as a student, one of my fellow students was in awe of the knowledge of our lecturer. I remember him remarking one day, “He knows answers to things that I don’t even know the questions for yet!”
Pass the baton
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On the surface you would not think there is anything particularly difficult about passing a relay baton. But ask any champion 4 x 100 metre runner and you’ll hear a different story. Sure there is nothing too complex about the baton itself. It’s just a smooth 300 mm long cylinder. But from there it gets more complex. It’s all about how, and when, and at what speed it is passed. 
A lead-off runner should start with the baton in his or her right hand and stay on the inside of the lane when nearing the second runner. The second runner waits until the lead-off runner approaches and then starts sprinting inside a 10 metre fly zone. At the end of the fly zone, there is a 20 metre passing zone in which the exchange must be made. The lead-off runner places the baton in the second runner’s left hand… and somehow that is where it can go oh-so-wrong. A bad pass can be the difference between winning and losing. The dropped exchange between US Olympians Tyson Gay and Darvis Patton at the 2008 Beijing Olympics (pictured) is one of many high-profile mishaps. Careful planning is required if things are to go smoothly.
Similarly, the business of passing the baton of our faith to the next generation is unlikely to happen smoothly without some careful thought and planning. What are the things that we practise? Are we presenting our faith in a way that the next generation can grasp hold of it? Do we know what we want to pass on? Have we made any plans about how we are going to do it?


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Recognising transitions
As our children and grandchildren grow up there are important moments of transition that we wisely recognize in some way. For Jesus this happened at twelve years of age when he attended the Passover feast with his parents. This was a recognition him of reaching adolescent years, and with them a measure of independence. 
This tradition is continued today in Jewish culture with the Bar Mitzvah, (Bat Mizvah for girls) when those reaching thirteen years of age are considered old enough to be treated more like adults and have a rite of passage which includes a public reading of the Torah. 
In New Zealand, where many seem to end up in an extended adolescence that may go on until they are well into their thirties, it is all the more important to mark times of transition. The first of these transitions we have already noted and is around the age of puberty/ starting high school. The second is around the twentieth/ twenty-first birthday. There’s nothing like a public recognition, at this stage, that manhood/ womanhood has now been reached. This is an age when our young adults long for the approval of the adult world and need to hear their parents say that they are proud of them. 


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	A baton on the wall
Get a sheet of newsprint and draw a large baton shape (say 2 metres long) on it and attach it to the wall at the rear of the church. 
Have felt pens available. 
Get people to think of customs and rituals that they observe in their own family and that they would like to see passed on to the next generation. They could be just ordinary things like 
      saying please and thank you

      sending a card to mum on Mother’s Day, 
      going for a Sunday drive, 
      having a picnic at the beach on New Year’s Day
      giving up your seat for the elderly on a bus

or they may be things related to our faith like

      saying prayers before bed time, 

      reading Bible stories to children

      saying grace before meals

At the end of the service, before people leave, ask everyone to take a felt pen and, on the large baton, write at least one family custom that they would like to pass on. 

Publish the list of things that people have written in your church newsletter next Sunday.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
All creatures of our God and king MHB 28; WOV 3; H&P 329; CMP 7; S2 614

All things praise you Lord most high MHB 29; H&P 331; CMP 24 
All your works shall praise you O Lord SIS 191

Behold a little child MHB 164

Bring in your new world HIOS 13

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

Faith has set us on a journey  FFS 14

From heaven you came CMP 162; S1 114

How lovely is your dwelling place CMP 248

How lovely is your dwelling place (Harington) WOV 347
How lovely is your dwelling place (Engle) S2 750

Infant holy, infant lowly WOV 225; CMP 342

Lord Jesus, once a child WOV 415; H&P 585
Once in royal David’s city MHB 859; WOV 237; H&P 114; CMP 539; S1 404
Praise him, you heavens S2 942 

Praise my soul the King of heaven MHB 12; WOV 68; H&P 13; CMP 560; S1 433
Praise the Lord S2 944 

Praise you the Lord SIS 190

To us a child of royal birth MHB 141; WOV 230
Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation WOV 218; H&P 127; CMP 714
What child is this, who laid to rest - Words: from oremus.org. Tune: Greensleeves
When morning gilds the skies MHB 113; WOV 151; H&P 276; CMP 756; S2 1054



	Prayers
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	Call to worship

Let every created thing give praise to the Lord.
He spoke the word and they were!

He set them in place from all time to eternity.

Come and praise the Lord,
every king and ruler, all nations on earth,
every man and every woman,
young people and old,

for his name is great

and his glory towers over the earth and heaven.

Based on Psalm 148.5-6, 11-13

Collect 
God of glory, 

who wonderfully created us in your own image 

and yet more wonderfully restored us 

in your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 

so we may share in the life of his divinity; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.



© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A call for the universe to praise God - Psalm 148

Praise the Lord!

Praise the Lord from heaven,
    you that live in the heights above.
Praise him, all his angels,
    all his heavenly armies.

Praise him, sun and moon;
    praise him, shining stars.
Praise him, highest heavens,
    and the waters above the sky.
Let them all praise the name of the Lord!
He commanded, and they were created;
    by his command they were fixed in their places forever,
    and they cannot disobey.

Praise the Lord from the earth,
    sea monsters and all ocean depths;
lightning and hail, snow and clouds,
    strong winds that obey his command.

Praise him, hills and mountains,
    fruit trees and forests;
all animals, tame and wild,
    reptiles and birds.

Praise him, kings and all peoples,
    princes and all other rulers;
young women and young men,
    old people and children too.

Let them all praise the name of the Lord!
His name is greater than all others;
    his glory is above earth and heaven.
He made his nation strong,
    so that all his people praise him -
    the people of Israel, so dear to him.

Praise the Lord!

Good News Translation (GNT) Copyright © 1992 by American Bible Society

New Year XE "NEW YEAR" 
LEADER: We come to you with gratitude, Lord

PEOPLE: Gratitude for the year that has been

LEADER: For the experiences we have had: those that made us grateful for life, those that stretched us and made us reach out to others, and those that leave us still wondering and remembering

PEOPLE: Gratitude for the people who made the year important

LEADER: People who spoke words of encouragement, of correction, of instruction or of simple love…and who were simply there when we needed them

PEOPLE: Gratitude for the resources you have entrusted to us

LEADER: For the money that has come our way: for the surprises in the form of gifts…for the things we have purchased and for meals we have enjoyed

PEOPLE: Gratitude for the events of the year

LEADER: For community meals, for study groups, for outings with friends: and for concerts, for parties, for games events

PEOPLE: Gratitude for words that have lifted our hearts

LEADER: For the wordsmiths:  people who have told jokes to give us laughter, who have said just the right things to make us look again at what we thought we knew, for those whose use of language has given us pleasure

PEOPLE: We go into this new year with hope:

LEADER: Hope that this will be a memorable year

PEOPLE: We go into this year with joy

LEADER: Remembering what has been, and looking forward to what will be

PEOPLE: We go into this year with love 

LEADER: We rest secure in your love for us: and commit ourselves to living lives that reflect that love to this wonderful world you have placed us in.

TOGETHER: In the name of him who loves, Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen

© Alan K Webster (Used with permission)

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Reflections on the year that has been
Have an open time of sharing in your service when members of your congregation are asked to share about any particularly good, or particularly bad things that have happened for them in 2012. (You may want to pre-arrange this with one or two people who will get the ball rolling.) Wrap up at the end with a prayer that specifically mentions each of the circumstances which have been shared.
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	Lost children
Has anyone ever been in a crowd at a sports function or in a busy shop when you’ve lost the people you were with? 
I sometimes go the “Christmas in the Park” and there is such a big crowd there and so many children that they have a special place for lost children to go, so that they can meet up with their families again. They even run the names of the lost children across the big screen so their families will know that they are there. I think quite a few children actually get “lost” on purpose just so they can get their names on the big screen!

There was a time when Jesus was a boy that Mary and Joseph thought they had lost him. 
(Tell the story of Joseph and Mary looking for Jesus from Luke 2.41-52 or read it in a children’s Bible)
In actual fact Jesus didn’t think he was lost at all. He was in the temple. He said to his parents, “Didn’t you know that I would be in my Father’s house?”
Jesus is always with God the Father. Sometimes we may forget about Jesus or feel like we don’t know where he is. But when we need to find him we can always pray and know that he will be with us.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	Today’s text in Christian art

· Jesus child disputing in temple Giovanni di Paolo, 1472.
· Christ among the doctors Giotto di Bondone, 1304-06
YouTube clip of epic baton exchange failures from Beijing Olympics 2008.




[image: image10.png]
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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