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Sunday 29 April 2012
Through uncertain times 
I have a guide 
Year B - Easter 4 - 34B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Acts 4.5-12 Having been arrested following the healing of a blind man, Peter and John are questioned by the Jewish Council. Peter declares that they acted by the power of Jesus and that it is only Jesus who has the power to save.
Psalm 23 David uses the metaphor of a shepherd to describe how the Lord leads, guides, protects and provides. 
1 John 3.16-24 Jesus gave us an example of self-giving love. So we should love one another, not just with our words, but by helping each other.
John 10.11-18 Jesus is the Good Shepherd who knows his sheep and they know him. He gives up his life for his sheep. He has other sheep that will also be brought into the one flock.
Good Shepherd Sunday

Each year, on the fourth Sunday of Easter the lectionary readings take us to Psalm 23 and John 10. For this reason, in some circles, Easter 4 is known as Good Shepherd Sunday.
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	Sheep farming
Being a farming nation you’d think we would know all about shepherds and that the nuances of the sheep/ shepherd metaphor would not be lost on us. However, by applying our knowledge and logic, we could easily get the wrong idea of what the Lord being our Shepherd (the reading from The Psalms today), and what Jesus’ statement, “I am the Good Shepherd” (the gospel reading) really mean. The Lord is not being likened to someone who keeps us in a paddock, sometimes kilometres away from his home, and occasionally whizzes past on his farm bike. Or that, when he wants to have any contact with us, he shouts and whistles at his dogs who absolutely terrify us… then, often when we’re very young, rounds us up by the hundred and sends us off for slaughter.

Consider for a moment these characteristics of the sheep farmer of the Bible and the differences with those in present day New Zealand:

· In the Middle East sheep were mainly kept for wool.
· The shepherd was with the sheep for years.
· Shepherds knew the sheep individually and often even had names for them.
· Shepherds grazed their sheep on dry and stony land of the open country-side. They didn’t own the land.
· In the summer shepherds slept outside with the sheep.
· At night, to protect the sheep from wild animals, a shepherd would round them up into a stone enclosure and sleep in the opening. This is where Jesus’ saying, “I am the gate” comes from.
· Shepherds had to lead sheep to find grass and water. They went in front and the sheep followed.

· When the sheep strayed the shepherds had to find them and bring them back. 

Shepherds were strong, devoted and selfless. So they became a model for the nation’s spiritual and political leaders... and even a symbol for the care that the Lord God extends towards us.
This image by Whanganui artist Julie Greig captures elements that are both biblical and contemporary.
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A movie relating to today’s theme:

Babe (1995 - G). This Australian family film stars James Cromwell as Farmer Hoggett and features an endearing pig that has been raised by sheep dogs. It is the pig who is really the “Good Shepherd” figure – although Farmer Hoggett is also a kindly shepherd. The sequel, Babe: Pig in the city (1998 - G), didn’t quite cut the bacon.
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	Playing with the metaphor
To most American city dwellers the immediate relevance of shepherds and sheep is a bit obscure. The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website suggests some helpful modern equivalents:
· Coach – team

· Cowboy – ranch

· Movie director – crew

· Foreperson – factory workers

· Union leader – members

· Business leader – employees

· Leaders of movements for social improvement – the masses

Talk to your congregation about the imagery of a good and caring leader. Ask for other suggestions of modern equivalents of the “Good Shepherd” metaphor. Kiwis will relate well to the movie director image. Display a few photographs of Peter Jackson around the place. When it comes to the Scripture reading get your reader to read my Movie Director’s Psalm (below) before reading the proper version of Psalm 23.
You, Lord, are my movie director.
I will never be in need.
You let me rest between takes.
When all chaos breaks loose

you are still in control.
You see the big picture,
and you lead me
to the right part of the script.
I may fear that the movie will bomb
but your presence with me
and your director’s chair
make me feel safe.
I know that at Oscar time 

you will share your honours with me,

and those who only get Razzies

will look on in envy.

Your wisdom and attention to detail
always inspires me
and I will look forward to working with you 

on projects in the future.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Scripture quotations from Contemporary English Version (CEV)

Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society


	Robert and Jane are feeling quite apprehensive. They’ve just filled their car up with petrol and the pump reads $111.00. Robert’s work is on the far side of the city and he knows that his $111.00 tank of gas will not even see the week out. The trouble is that they took a big mortgage to buy their first home. Things were tight – now their short-term cheap interest rate is to be reviewed upwards. Robert’s pay has remained the same. Jane has been asked to reduce her hours. The rising price of petrol and the interest increase threaten to tip the balance.
- Best case scenario – price rises will ease, they’ll struggle for a bit and get through this phase.
- Worst case scenario – they won’t be able to meet their repayments and will be forced to sell their home.
Aisha is a Syrian Christian living in Damascus. Life used to be good living in her homeland and she loves her country. But things have changed. Yesterday a shell from a military tank hit the apartment across the road and reduced it to rubble. An ambulance came but, so far as she knows, its occupants (a family with two young children) have been killed. Now she is scared. She’s in her home and she’s scared. She would like to just go, but there is no way she can leave the country at present and she wouldn’t know where to go anyway.
- Best case scenario – a lasting political resolution to the conflict, and a return to how things were.
- Worst case scenario – the violence will continue and no-one will be safe.
Bill is wondering how to find his way back to the car-park at Auckland City Hospital. He is feeling heavy and perplexed. He went to the doctor earlier in the week with some chest pains and having difficulty breathing. The doctor gave him an appointment for some tests at the city hospital. He has had chest x-rays, a scan, been seen by a specialist – now he has to wait to see his GP again to get the test results. 
- Best case scenario – there is nothing to worry about, maybe a minor infection.
- Worst case scenario – he’s in for a protracted time of illness – all his plans for the next few years will be on hold - and maybe his condition is terminal.
Imran is puzzling over his latest letter from the New Zealand Immigration Department. He thought that getting New Zealand residency would be straight-forward for him. He’d come to New Zealand from Pakistan after his parents had died. He has spent five years at Victoria University and has a Masters Degree in Engineering to show for it. All his friends are here. His girlfriend is here. He now has a job with good prospects, has spent a small fortune paying an immigration consultant – but still has no New Zealand residency.
- Best case scenario – a new application will be successful.
- Worst case scenario – he’ll have to return to Pakistan where he has no friends and unknown prospects.
How do people cope? How do people endure such uncertainty and worry? Often our worries can overwhelm us. Uncertainty becomes stress. Stress becomes worry. Anxiety dominates us and prevents us from being active and useful

… and may itself become an illness.
King David knew too well these situations. He faced physical illness, plots against his life, military action when outnumbered and under-equipped, not to mention threatening divisions within both his family and his kingdom.
Yet the best known of the psalms, the Shepherd’s Psalm, is attributed to him.
You will recall, earlier in this series, we said that the psalms are people’s words to God. In the psalms people cry out to God in a genuine, honest, heart-felt, gut-level way – which is typical of the Hebrew way of relating to God. You can feel from Psalm 23 the distress and pain of uncertainty. David speaks of the ever-near “enemies” and “walking through valleys dark as death”. And the Psalm is tainted with gloating vindictiveness as David dreams of having a feast while his enemies, shut-out, can only look on drooling!

The amazing thing is that through all these emotions, this is a psalm of confidence. He is not saying “because I trust in God tragedy and darkness won’t come my way”. And he’s not saying, “I have no worries because bad things are not going to happen to me”. 
What he is saying is, “When tragedy comes, when the darkness looms, I can go through this because I believe that God is with me. In valleys dark as death you are with me. I still believe that you are present and actively providing for me and giving me strength for the day. I don’t know what the future holds, but I know God holds my future.” This is the confidence of the psalmist. This is the trust and belief that we can have in our God!
The psalms often talk of God as a king, deliverer, rock or shield. Here in Psalm 23 we have two pictures of God that are much more personal:
1. The Good Shepherd – God is like a sheep farmer looking after us as his sheep. Then in Psalm 23.5 the picture changes to… 
2. The kind host – God is like a kind host who welcomes us into his home with the offer of food and accommodation.
So the message to us today is…

Have confidence in the Good Shepherd (Psalm 23.1-4)
He supplies our needs.
I learned the first verse of this psalm as a child in the old King James Version of the Bible and thought it odd to call God “my shepherd I shall not want”. Of course, the meaning is that, because the Lord is my Shepherd, I lack for nothing.
You, Lord are my Shepherd I will never be in need

      I don’t have any need for rest or food because

You let me rest in fields of green grass

      I don’t have need for peace or something to drink because

You lead me to streams of peaceful water

      I don’t have need for refreshment because

You refresh my life 
      You restore me and give me a fresh start

      I don’t have need for guidance because

You lead me along the right paths

      I don’t have need for company or protection because

I may walk through valleys dark as death but I won’t be afraid. You are with me and your shepherd’s rod makes me feel safe.

No fear in the valley of death, can that be true? 
I was privileged to be present with an extended family in a hospital room where the grandad was weak and his life was failing. His family had had gathered to his bedside, and there he died. There were children around his bed: some pre-schoolers, and some primary school aged children. While grandad’s body remained in the room with us we talked about his life and his faith. There was lots of noise. There was laughter, tears, prayers and memories. Grandad had gone to be with his Lord. There was a strong sense of God’s goodness, mercy and peace.

Now, I’m well aware that not all lives end so peacefully – sometimes we are faced with tragic death by accident or illness. But the Psalm gives us confidence that we can walk through these dark valleys because our God, the Good Shepherd, is with us. Have confidence in the Good Shepherd. “You Lord are my Shepherd” says the psalmist… is he yours?

Have confidence in the Kind Host (Psalm 23.5-6)
The Lord is the welcoming host. He honours me by treating me to a feast. He honours me as a guest by welcoming me and by his company.
Another rendering of Psalm 23.5, You honour me as your guest, is “you anoint my head with oil”. We saw recently in Psalm 133 that oil was a symbol of God’s blessing and, in the Ancient Near East, a host at a banquet would treat honoured guests by applying a lotion of fragrant oil to them. (This was a kind-of ancient aroma-therapy.)

The Lord honours me as his guest. He honours me by filling my cup until it over-flows. He honours me with his kindness and love which will always be with me each day of my life. “Love” here translates one of the richest words in the First Testament – it is sometimes rendered “mercy”. It is also translated: steadfast love, loving kindness, love unfailing. It speaks of a steady kindness and support that one can count on. This is the love and kindness found in a close family, or between firm friends. When the Lord is your host, he honours you with it.
Your goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life. When I was a young Christian I saw a cartoon with “goodness” and “mercy” depicted as two little puppy dogs that follow you around everywhere. Being a dog owner, the picture has stayed in my mind. Sometimes you might lose sight of them for a while… but then out they bounce, back again, with their tongues hanging out and their tails wagging!

When he is your Lord, his goodness and mercy follow you like a puppy.
Your goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life

The Lord is the kind host who asks us to stay on at his place… forever!

I will live forever in your house Lord

The Lord is my Shepherd. The Lord is my host… Is he yours? You can make him Lord, ruler, in your own life right now…



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All people that on earth do dwell MHB 2; WOV 10; H&P 1; CMP 20; S1 13

All the way my Saviour leads me S2 625

God sent his son CMP 52; S2 701

Great and deep the Spirit’s purpose  AA 55
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds MHB 99; WOV 158; H&P 257; CMP 251;

     S1 190
I’m so secure S1 221
In heavenly love abiding MHB 528; WOV 504; H&P 678; CMP 331; S2 782

I will sing the wondrous story MHB 380; WOV 173; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821

Jesus the good Shepherd is MHB 621; H&P 263
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  MHB 611; WOV 492; H&P 68; CMP 400; 

     S1 311    
Lord I come to you CMP 880; S1 329

O Lord you lead me S1 400

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord SIS 132

Praise to the Lord the Almighty MHB 64; WOV 28; H&P 16; CMP 564; S2 945

Saviour like a Shepherd lead us MHB 609; S2 952
Surely goodness and mercy SIS 46
The bread is blessed HIOS 131

The God of love my Shepherd is MHB 51; H&P 43
The King of love my Shepherd is MHB 76; WOV 81; H&P 69; CMP 649; S2 984

The Lord’s my Shepherd (Rous) MHB 50; WOV 16; H&P 70; CMP 660; S1 486

The Lord’s my Shepherd (Townend) CMP 1008; S2 988

The steadfast love SIS 414; CMP 666; S1 505

Where the love of God is guiding  FFS 76
Your hand O Lord has guided WOV 389; H&P 784; CMP 705

You make me lie down S3 1671

You’re my Shepherd S3 1678


	Prayers
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	Call to worship

Come to worship the Good Shepherd.
Seek his guiding presence,
listen for his voice calling to you,
serve and obey him.
Come as members of this community of his people.
Support one another in love,
encourage and serve each other

and find strength here for the week ahead.
© Andrew Gamman

Collects 
The good shepherd- A prayer about leadership

John 10:11-18 

Christ, our good shepherd,

when thieves and wolves are lurking,

like an unregulated finance company,

Christ, you do not run away to an overseas tax haven.

You put your life on the line.
Together:
May our leadership

show courage and vision,

to share abundant life

in your name, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Good Shepherd of the sheep, 

by whom the lost are sought 

and guided into the fold; 

feed us and we shall be satisfied; 

heal us and we shall be made whole; 

and lead us, that we may be with you; 

for you are alive and reign, 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 23

God, my shepherd! I don't need a thing. 
   You have bedded me down in lush meadows, 
      you find me quiet pools to drink from. 

True to your word, 
      you let me catch my breath 
      and send me in the right direction. 
Even when the way goes through 
      Death Valley, 
   I'm not afraid 
      when you walk at my side. 
Your trusty shepherd's crook 
      makes me feel secure. 

You serve me a six-course dinner 
      right in front of my enemies. 
You revive my drooping head; 
      my cup brims with blessing. 

 Your beauty and love chase after me 
      every day of my life. 
I'm back home in the house of God
      for the rest of my life.
The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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Sharing
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	The offering as an act of worship

We worship when we bring to God ourselves and our praises and present them as gifts. This is no better expressed in a worship service than when give bring our monetary offerings. They reflect the activities that we do during the week and, in giving a proportion of our earnings for the to the Lord’s work, we can think of the whole of our working week as an act of worship. 
Offertory prayer
Our Lord and God,

we seem to always be needing to replace things:

Televisions, fridges, computers, washing machines…
They all cost so much money,
but they just don’t last like they once did
and we can’t repair them like we once did.
When they don’t break down, 
the technology becomes obsolete.
We have become a society of waste makers.
So we thank you 

for the joy and privilege 

of being able to put our money towards something that lasts.

Take these gifts 

and us with them

and use them, and us, for the work of your kingdom.

Amen

© Andrew Gamman
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	Putting it all together

Get a sheet of A4 white card. Print a picture like this one of the Good Shepherd on one side and the puzzle (below) on the other. Cut the puzzle up and hide the pieces around the front of your church (hall, or whatever space you are using). Get the children to find the pieces to the puzzle and to put it together. 

Talk about how the famous Shepherd’s Psalm shows how God can provide all our needs. Turn the puzzle over to reveal the picture of the Good Shepherd and explain that Jesus called himself the Good Shepherd. 
Print out in large type (or project) the words of Psalm 23 from a children’s Bible or modern translation. Get the children to read it through in unison several times and give the children each a copy to take home with them. (You could also give them a copy of the puzzle.)
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More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	Google images for The Good Shepherd. This one, in stained glass, is of particularly high resolution.

This blog site has a slideshow of seven images of the Good Shepherd dating from the 3rd to the 5th Centuries. (Scroll down to Good Shepherd Sunday then click on one of the images.)



[image: image9.png]


© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives that enriches lives and relationships 
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