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Sunday 23 December 2012
Blessing for a baby
Year C - Advent 4 - 04C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Micah 5.2-5 A prophecy telling of a king to be born in Bethlehem. He will care for his people like a shepherd and be a man of peace. The whole earth will know of his greatness.
Psalm 80.1-7 A prayer asking God to save and revive the nation after a time of sadness and destruction. 
Hebrews.10.5-10 Christ has done away with the need for offerings and sacrifices by offering himself once for all.
Luke 1.39-55 Mary visits Elizabeth in the hill country and sings a song of praise. In the words of her song God brings down the powerful and exalts the lowly and oppressed.
(NB The printed version of the NZ Methodist/ Presbyterian lectionary has accidentally omitted v46-55, which should appear in brackets after the comma)
Advent and Christmas

The focus for the new church year is Luke’s gospel and “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following the Lucan lectionary readings in our Advent/ Christmas series:
The most wonderful time of the year

December 2
Jesus appears to all   Luke 21.25-36 

December 9
Song for a baby          Luke 1.68-79 

December 16
Getting ready              Luke 3.7-18
December 23 
Blessing for a baby     Luke 1.39-55
December 25
A baby born                Luke 2.1-20

December 30
The boy Jesus 
Luke 2.41-52

You will find an array of Christmas and Advent resources in the Refresh section of the Methodist website including Nativity plays from previous years and four plays especially written for Christmas 2012. The new plays are:

· A Nativity play written for Christmas Day

· “No Room” written by Rosalie Sugrue to fit in with the Christian World Service Christmas Appeal  

· “According to the Animals” written by Tawa Union Church Youth and accompanied by a beautiful slide show featuring children’s art.

· “Bag a Bonanza” written by Alan K Webster. This play may appeal to those who like something a little quirky! 
The “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for 25 December will provide an outline for a shorter Family Service with the theme “A baby born” based on Luke 2.1-20.

The Christian World Service Christmas appeal this year has the theme “Save my Place”. You will find a host of interesting and helpful church and worship resources on the CWS website, including: service outline, children’s talks, prayers and sermons.

The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website has a huge collection of Christmas worship resources and a section of the United Methodist blogspot is dedicated to restoring Advent and Christmas. 
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HIOS: Hope is our Song

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa


	Magnificat
Mary’s song (Luke 2.46-55) is named “the Magnificat” after the first word in the Latin version of the song. As we mentioned in our recent reading from Samuel (see “10 minutes on a Tuesday” for 18 November 2012), there are close similarities with the song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2.1-10). For both Elizabeth and Hannah the birth of a son ended a long period of childlessness. Because of the similarity of these circumstances, some have wanted to ascribe the song in our gospel reading today to Elizabeth rather than Mary. 
Today’s gospel reading is so central to the story of the Nativity that it comes up in the lectionary every year. “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” for 18 December 2011 covers the first part of the reading and the whole passage is covered with a different approach in the 12 December 2010 edition.
Blue Christmas
For many people Christmas is a time associated with grief, difficulty, sadness or loss. You might like to look at planning a Blue Christmas service. The following Blue Christmas New Zealand hymns are suggested in Hope is our Song :

     Always there’s a carol HIOS 6
     Here is a night HIOS 57

     Sisters and brothers HIOS 120

And you might like to look at the Colin Gibson hymn 

     The wind blew keen AA 141


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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If you are planning a Christmas Eve service, Norman Brookes has written a Sermon for Christmas Eve 
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Christmas in China
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	The day after tomorrow is Christmas Day. It has been a very busy time for many as they prepare to get together with family and friends, exchange gifts, eat rich food and hopefully enjoy themselves as they have at least a couple of days break from their normal working routine. Christmas music – everything from Hark the herald angels to Here comes Santa Claus – has been filling the air in retail outlets up and down the country: a joy to those who love hearing these seasonal songs and ordeal to be endured for those who don’t. And the junk mail! Christmas advertisements for everything from candy to cars. Who buys someone a new car for Christmas anyway? Fortunately, the amount flyers in the letterbox will decrease after Boxing Day and give the forests a chance to replenish themselves.
Increasingly in New Zealand Christmas is regarded as a “seasonal celebration” rather than a religious holiday. At the same time the marketing potential of the Christmas season has caught on in lands where the populous has little or no knowledge of the Saviour’s birth or its significance for those who name themselves as Christian. All the trappings of a Western Christmas are to be found in places like China, Taiwan and Japan. For millions around the world Christmas is all about tinsel, trees with lights, shopping and of course the saint adorned in Coca-cola colours who is the man at the centre of it all.
The story we tell may include all these things, but its focus is somewhere else. It focuses on baby who was God coming among us. We tell how God took human flesh, and was born in poverty to a young mother called Mary a long time ago in a little town in the Middle East. 
In our reading today Elizabeth pronounces a blessing on both Mary and her child: 

     “God has blessed you more than any other woman! He has also blessed the
      child you will have.” 

Mary responds with her famous song, that we call the Magnificat. What we have in Mary’s song is something altogether different from Elizabeth’s blessing. It is more of a song of revolution than a lullaby. The substance of the song is very much in keeping with the message and readings that we have had throughout this Advent series. Far from a song to hush a little baby, it blasts out a shock wave intended to bring political and economic structures toppling to the ground. It also seems to stand in stark contrast to much of the Christmas glitz with which we are surrounded this time of year. If we find it a little unsettling don’t be surprised. That’s clearly its intention. So…
Prepare to be turned up-side down

Mary tells us that the unexpected will become reality and all sorts of things will be topsy-turvy. On the one hand, with the arrival of the Christ child comes an announcement of God’s judgement. According to Mary’s song, with the birth of this baby and the eventual setting up of his reign, three types of people are in trouble. They are the people at the top of the heap: 
     the proud, 
     the mighty 
     and the rich. 

All those pyramid structures of hierarchy that people are so keen to create to give themselves status are to be turned upside-down!
This means that, on the other hand, the birth of Jesus inaugurates blessing. A season of hope begins for the humble and the hungry. This is the good news for the poor and those of low estate.  It may sound like a revolution of a Marxist nature, but there are differences. Christ is known as “the prince of peace” and his rule is characterised by mercy. When God rules things get turned up-side down.
So, how can we help to bring about the breaking in of God’s reign? 

First of all, we need to examine ourselves and put a check on pride in our own lives. This is something each of us needs to do for ourselves. In this way we establish God’s reign in our own lives. Nobody would want God to humble them. That’s why the scriptures call us to humble ourselves (1 Peter 5.6; James.4.10 and 2 Chronicles 17.14). Perhaps the best way to do this is to capture a biblical vision of the Almighty God.
Then, we must look beyond ourselves and help to elevate the status of the poor and oppressed. In its simplest form, this may mean giving generously to the Christian World Service Christmas appeal. But we can also be part of the necessary economic and political transformations by doing such things as taking an interest in international development, seeking justice, supporting Fair Trade and petitioning our government to honour its pledge to the Millennium Development Goals.
Bit by bit we can play our part in bringing in God’s reign… and maybe turn the world upside down. Lifting the state of the poor at Christmas is not a new thought….
Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat.
Please put a penny in the old man's hat.
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	Santa Claus and Coca-Cola
The legends of Santa Claus are many and varied and do date back to an historic figure, St Nicholas, who was bishop of Myra (now Demre in Turkey) in the fourth century. Very little is known of him, but tradition pictures him as a beared bishop in canonical robes. In Dutch tradition, St Nicholas is Sinterklass and he wears a long red cape. Some elements of the Sinterklass legend go back to the pre-Christian era. 
The English Father Christmas stories date back at least to the seventeenth century when he was portrayed as a bearded man in a long green robe. Much of the modern Santa lore, that fills the imaginations of both children and adults, was added by the American Clement Clarke Moore whose poem The night before Christmas (originally entitled A visit from St Nicholas) was first published in 1823. However, to a large extent, the popularisation of the current image of a red-caped, cubby and bearded Santa is due to Haddon Sundblom’s depiction of him (left) in the Coca-Cola advertisements of the 1930s. These same images are still used by the Coca-Cola Company today.
Helping the humble poor

In each church where I have served as pastor there have been a number of people who are mental health survivors. These brave souls are often sickness beneficiaries and are regarded as being at the bottom of the heap in our social structures. 
“Nice upstanding” church people have not always appreciated their presence around the church buildings and sometimes have even tried to shoo them away. 
In a story reminiscent of the Good Samaritan, I recall an incident around Christmas concerning one such scruffy chap. The church leaders were debating whether he should be allowed continued access to the church kitchen with its tea, coffee and biscuit supplies. Meanwhile the owner of a local shop-front business welcomed the poor man, despite the negative impact his presence was having on his business. The struggling business owner arranged a Christmas food package for our needy gentleman. It wasn’t out of Christian charity, the businessman had nothing at all to do with either the church or the Christian faith. But who was that poor mental health survivor’s neighbour?
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	Musical arrangements of the Magnificat
Mary’s prayer has been the inspiration for classical and choral music by many composers including Bach, Rutter, Vivaldi,and Mozart.
Movies for the season

· The Nativity Story (2006 - PG), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.

· How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000 - PG), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.

· A Christmas Carol (2004 - G) One of many movie adaptations of the Dickens’ tale. This one stars Kelsey Grammer and Jennifer Love Hewitt and is strictly for fans of the old-fashioned-type musical. You may like to try The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992 - G); Disney’s A Christmas Carol (2009 M – animated) with Jim Carey; Barbie in a Christmas Carol (2008 - G) or Scrooged (below)
· Scrooged (1988 - PG) is a modern re-telling of the classic Dickens story ‘A Christmas Carol.’ It stars Bill Murray as a selfish television executive. 
· The First Christmas (1998 -G) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.

· The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The Complete Third Series (1999 - PG). The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.
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	Set up a “station” to get people to think further about today’s message. In larger congregations you will need to set this up in multiple locations. You will need:

· Pencils and paper

· Some gold card cut into triangles about 5cm across
· Fine red ribbon or string

· Some vivid markers

· A hole punch

· The following instructions printed out in large type:
A Christmas tree decoration
Take 
a pencil and paper and make a list. Put the richest most and powerful  

            people at the top and the types of people and nations that are poorest at  
            the bottom.
Read 
Luke 1.51-53 “The Lord has used his powerful arm to scatter those who 
            are proud. He drags strong rulers from their thrones and puts humble 
            people in places of power. God gives the hungry good things to eat, and 
            sends the rich away with nothing.” (Contemporary English Version)
Turn 
your list upside-down. The coming of Jesus and God’s rule turns power 
            pyramids upside-down.

Think   about what this may mean.
Make 
a Christmas decoration from a gold triangle to represent an upside-down
            pyramid. Write “the humble poor” across the top of it. Punch a hole in the 
            top and thread some ribbon through. Take it with you and hang it on your 
            Christmas tree or in your home as a reminder of what is meant by the 

            coming of Jesus and God’s rule.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC:  Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Always there’s a carol HIOS 6
Away in a manger  MHB 860; WOV 242; H&P 94; CMP 47; S1 36
Child in the manger, infant of Mary  WOV 241; CMP 71
Come thou long expected Jesus MHB 242; WOV 200; H&P 81; CMP 102
From heaven you came CMP 162; S1 114

Glorious light S4 1804

Heaven shall not wait S1 151

Infant holy, infant lowly WOV 225; CMP 342

Joy to the world  WOV 224; H&P 77; CMP 393; S1 305

My soul does magnify the Lord SIS 60; CMP 479
O come, O come Emmanuel MHB 257; WOV 193; H&P 85; CMP 493
Once in royal David’s city MHB 859; WOV 237; H&P 114; CMP 539; S1 404

O little town of Bethlehem MHB 125; WOV 240; H&P 113; CMP 503; S1 393

Tell out my soul WOV 109; H&P 86; CMP 631; S1 471
The angel Gabriel from heaven came WOV 222, H&P 87

The Virgin Mary had a baby boy WOV 232
The first Nowell MHB 131; WOV 221; H&P 119; CMP 644; S2 974
Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation WOV 218; H&P 127; CMP 714
We wait for you AA 149
Any time of year

In the bleak midwinter

in a drafty shed

Christ was born of Mary,

manger for a bed.

Angels sang to shepherds,

carolling their joy

of the new arrival,

blessed baby boy.

Wise men came to see him,

travelled from afar;

found the baby Jesus:

guided by a star.

Then they gave him presents,

rich and precious things:

worshipped that small baby

as the King of Kings.

In the bright midsummer,

are our Christmas days,

seasons topsy-turvy,

still we sing his praise.

Worship that same Jesus,

God sent us on earth;

celebrate that wondrous

miracle of birth.

Whether it be summer,

autumn, winter, spring,

we can, with the angels, 

worship Christ, the King.

Raise our voices, joyful

that our God is here,

Jesus comes to save us

any time of year.

© Jan Chamberlin (used with permission)  Tune: In the Bleak Midwinter
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	Collects 
God our Redeemer, 

you chose the virgin Mary, 

to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour. 

Fill us with your grace

that in all things we may embrace your holy will

and with her rejoice in your salvation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999



God of the Manger,

Emmanuel.

As we prepare once again to

hear the familiar and beloved story of Christmas,

may we be surprised by its power.

We resolve to live the Christmas story,

the good news of your abiding with us,

every day.  Amen.
© David Poultney (used with permission)

Here is the Great Reversal

Everyone who is first will be last

and everyone who is last will be first.

Jesus came, not to be served, but to serve

And then he gave his life away 

in order to redeem many people

The Advent Wreath
With the lighting of the fourth candle today all the candles on your wreath will be burning apart from the white candle in the centre which will be lit on Christmas Day.
Lighting the fourth Advent candle
Praise the Lord our God,
who has sent a shepherd 

to take care of his sheep,
a ruler to lead
and care for his people.
Come Lord Jesus!
Let your light shine on us

and your peace rule our lives.
(Light the fourth candle)

© Andrew Gamman

Confession of faith (based on Mary’s song)
Leader: 
Come, praise the Lord with all your heart,
and rejoice because of God your Saviour,
for he cares for you.
People:
God has blessed us.

The Almighty God has done great things

and his name is holy.
He always shows mercy 

to everyone who worships him.
The Lord has used his powerful arm
to scatter those who are proud.
He drags strong rulers from their thrones
and lifts humble people into places of power.
God gives the hungry good things to eat,
and sends the rich away with nothing.
He is always merciful to his people.
The Lord made this promise
to Abraham and his children forever!

A prayer for help  Psalm 80 (selection)

Shepherd of Israel, 
you lead the descendants of Joseph,
and you sit on your throne
above the winged creatures.
Listen to our prayer
and let your light shine.
Save us by your power.

Our God, make us strong again!
Smile on us and save us.

Lord God All-Powerful,
how much longer
will the prayers of your people
make you angry?

You gave us tears for food,
and you made us drink them
by the bowlful.
But if you smile on us,
we will be saved

Put new life into us,
and we will worship you.

Lord God All-Powerful,
make us strong again!
Smile on us and save us.
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Magnificat – a poem by Steven Federle

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Christmas Day offering promo

Most Churches have a special offering for overseas aid and development work on Christmas Day. Get your church’s Christian World Service contact person (or the equivalent if you support a different charity) to promote this year’s Christmas Appeal. Outline the areas of the world where the money raised will be used and the difference that can be made in the lives of others. Distribute offering information and envelopes.
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	Relations
(Some of the children will be keen to talk about their extended family. Ask some questions, but avoid putting anyone on the spot.)
Who will be visiting relations on Christmas Day? What relations will you be with?
How about over the summer break? Is anyone going on holiday with their relations?
Do any of you have special relations that you really look forward to visiting? (Maybe a cousin, an aunt or a dad that lives somewhere else.) 
Some people have distant relations that are really good friends. Others have close relations that they don’t even know. 
Part of the story of the first Christmas has to do with relations getting together.  Mary, Jesus’ mum, was very close to her cousin Elizabeth. Even though Elizabeth was older, and lived in a different part of the country, they were good friends and could talk together about anything. In our gospel reading today Mary goes to visit her cousin Elizabeth.
(Read Luke 1.39-45 in a children’s Bible.)

At the time of Mary’s visit both Mary and Elizabeth were expecting babies. When they met, Elizabeth’s baby jumped inside of her. She thought this was a very good sign and it made her happy. When their babies were born, Mary named her baby Jesus and Elizabeth named hers John. John and Jesus were cousins and became friends with each other too. They both went about doing God’s work. 

We are privileged if we are able to get together with relations over the summer. Not all of our relations may go to church and share our Christian faith, but when they do, it is something very special.

More resources for children are available from sermons4kids and from the Advent worship resources on the Christian World Service website.
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	Today’s  gospel reading in Christian art:

· Sandro Botticelli Madonna of the Magnificat  (1485)
· Fra Angelico (1395-1455) Magnificat
· He Qi The visitiation (2001)

Google images for ‘Advent’.

Christmas cartoon from reverendfun

Images for use with Christmas carols and Advent hymns from hymnsight.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2
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