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Sunday 21 October 2012
Want to be great? 

Year B - Pentecost 21 - 61B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Job 38.1-7, 34-41 The Lord speaks out of the storm and reminds Job that he is the wise creator God. This is parallel passage to our reading from the Psalms today. 
Psalm 104.1-9, 24, 35 A song in praise of the Creator God, who by his wisdom has made the heavens as well as the earth and all fills it. 
Hebrews 5.1-10 God chose Jesus to be a high priest like Melchizedek. He can now save forever those who obey him.
Mark 10.35-45 James and John ask to be in the most powerful places next to Jesus when he comes to rule. Jesus replies, “If you want to be great, you must be the servant of all the others.”
Week of prayer for world peace 

This is a Christian initiative that unites people of many faiths in praying for peace in our world. For more information visit the New Zealand inter-faith website


	Introduction / Background
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	The incident in our gospel reading from Mark today is also found in Matthew 20.20-28. Once again, studying the text using this parallels tool provided by the University of Toronto will give you a range of interesting comparisons.
· In Matthew’s account it is their pushy mum that is seeking pride of place for her boys James and John.

· Only in Mark’s account does Jesus ask, “Are you able to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?"
Consider starting the gospel reading from a few verses earlier at Mark 10.32 with Jesus’ passion announcement. This sets the context for the dialogue with James and John. 

“A ransom for many”  
In Mark 10.45 Jesus says that he came to give his life as a ransom for many. Commentators often make reference here to the fourth Servant Song of Isaiah which tells of the suffering servant of the Lord giving his life as an offering for sin (Isaiah 53.10-12). In the Greek version of the First Testament the word “ransom” (Greek: lutron) is used of the price paid to free a slave.  In his death on the cross, Christ pays the price to set us free. But who did he pay? Some commentators have tied themselves in knots trying to explain that the ransom was paid to either Satan, or to God or to death… all of which seems to be pressing the metaphor a bit beyond its intention or usefulness.
Servant and slave
“If you want to be great, you must be the servant of all the others. And if you want to be first, you must be everyone’s slave.” (Mark 10.43-44)
To be great you must be a servant. The word used for servant is diakonos, which we sometimes translate as deacon or minister. It is used for one who waits on tables or, by extension, who executes the demands of another. 
To be first you must be everyone’s slave. The word used is doulos which also has the meaning of servant but carries an additional meaning of being in bondage. This is a person in the ownership and service of another. Bond slaves must disregard their own interests in service of their owner.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Driving Miss Daisy (1989 - PG) This is a movie starring Morgan Freeman and Jessica Tandy. Set in Atlanta, Georgia in the middle of last century, it tells of a chauffeur (Freeman) who achieves a place of dignity through quiet, humble, devoted service. In a sense both Miss Daisy and her driver become servants through the relationship that develops.



	Creativity /
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	Using this website make a picture of yourself and Barak Obama. Print it in the newsletter this week and use it as a starting point for your theme. We like to be seen with or photographed with famous or important people. James and John rather fancied being on the left and right hand of Jesus when he sat on his glorious throne… but Jesus had a different idea about greatness.
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	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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Read another sermon idea based on this passage by William Willimon on the Day1 website
* NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. The paraphrase of the same verse is rendered “do us a favour” in the Contemporary English Version but does not follow Mark’s word structure.

	It was a game of pool he felt sure he was going to win. Two balls had gone into the corner pockets on the break. He had been able to go around the table potting one after another of his five remaining balls without having a single shot that he would call difficult. Now he was on to the black and his opponent had not yet even had a turn. It wasn’t an easy shot but it was well within his capabilities. After his initial display of brilliant play, he was a little over-confident… He really should have re-chalked his cue… but he didn’t… and on his hasty shot to pot the black be miscued. The white skewed off to the side… missed everything… and his opponent won the game without playing a single shot.
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Mark has recorded for us a similar miscue in our gospel reading today. It’s a misguided request by James and John. I’m sure that he has not recorded it in his gospel just to embarrass them. It’s there because there is a lesson for us. There is a lesson about prayer and about what is expected of us as disciples of Christ. 
Pray right

Jesus had just announced to the disciples that he was about to be condemned to death. In the process he will be mocked, spat on and flogged, before being killed. This was the second time that he had spoken directly about how he was going to die. 

The dialogue with James and John is all the remarkable considering that it is a follow-on from Jesus’ announcement of his passion. They come to Jesus and say, “We want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” (Mark 10.35 NRSV)* 
How many sincere prayers begin with an attitude just like this?
     “I’ve been thinking about it God, and here are the things I want you to do for 
      me. I’d like you to do whatever I ask… I need a better job, a more comfortable 
      life…”  

The whole idea of Lordship is that we come to God in prayer seeking to fulfil his will. But we can so easily trip up trying to get him to meet all our needs and desires instead. He is the Lord and we are his servants. It is not the other way around. Contained within the prayer that Jesus taught us, “your kingdom come, your will be done” there is the suggestion that we may have to drastically re-align our expectations. 

It’s not that we can’t make requests for ourselves. It’s just that our attitude has to be one of seeking God’s will in each circumstance, rather than just pushing ahead assuming that God will climb on board with our plans. 
James and John came to Jesus asking him to “give us the place of glory and honour.” This kind of prayer doesn’t quite fit the requirement.
So, we are encouraged to pray right. And that may mean that we have to…

Pay the price

“Are you able to drink from the cup that I must soon drink from or be baptized as I must be baptized?” asks Jesus.

“Yeah, sure!” James and John casually respond. 

What were they thinking? 
Perhaps their minds went back to the story of Jesus’ baptism in the Jordon, the descent of the Spirit, the voice from heaven… yes, they’d be up for that. And maybe they fancied raising a cup in celebration with Jesus as he inaugurated the new kingdom… yes, they’d drink to that…

But the “cup” and that “baptism” were both references to Jesus offering his life. The question Jesus asks is, “Are you able to offer your life?” or, as he put it on another occasion, are you willing to “take up your cross and follow me”? They really had no idea of the price they’d have to pay for being followers of Jesus. As best we know, very early in the church’s history James was martyred for his faith – as were countless other Christians.
They didn’t understand the significance of Jesus’ words. They didn’t understand that Jesus was talking about those events just ahead when he would have to drink a bitter cup and face a baptism of suffering. 

But we do understand that this was what he meant! 
There is a price to pay. We cannot respond to a call of discipleship, which leads us to identify with the hurting and needy in our world, without cost. If we start carrying the burdens of others, it will inevitably disturb our ease and bring us pain. It will also put us into an uncomfortable conflict with the forces that seek to maintain the status quo. There are powers that operate on behalf of the greedy to ensure the continuation of inequality and injustice. The same forces that cause rich nations to get richer are also at work inside of us when we are tempted to pray, “We want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”  
Jesus’ answer is simple…
Serve others
“If you want to be great,” says Jesus, “you must be the servant of all the others.”

He takes the concept of greatness, shakes it up and down and stands it on its head. We think we know about greatness. It has to do with fame, glory, riches and power. 
“You know how it is with leaders who like to rule over other people,” says Jesus. “Don’t act like them.” (Mark 10.42-43)
In his estimation there is nothing great at all in the arrogance that seeks to lord it over other people. Nevertheless in every organisation of people, including churches, we find those like James and John who are pre-occupied with hierarchy. They are very concerned to know how people stack-up in relationship to each other, and especially want to ensure that somehow they are near the top of the heap. 
Don’t act like them.

Jesus redefines greatness. In his estimation greatness is defined by our willingness to serve. And he himself sets the pattern. “The Son of Man did not come to be a slave master, but a slave.” To be a follower of Jesus is to follow his example of humble service. This is what it means to be really great.
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Julia Gillard
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	Vying for position
It is no secret that Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard has been struggling to achieve popular support ever since she rolled Kevin Rudd in an in-house Labour Party coup in June 2010.  Her minority government’s tenuous grasp on power looked even weaker when Rudd mounted a counter-challenge in February of this year. It’s been a rough ride for both Gillard and Rudd. But pity also their poor Labour Party colleagues! Anyone wanting to progress their political career needs to ensure that they align themselves with the winning side in a caucus leadership vote. To do that they really need to know who was going to win before the vote is taken. Promotion could not be achieved by flanking the losing leader. It’s a bit awkward having to declare your hand…“Julia, I’d like to sit at your right hand in your glory… but I might have to move quickly when the glory departs.”
The Emperor’s new clothes

A story made famous by Hans Christian Anderson tells of a vain Emperor who hired two tailors who promised to make him the finest suit of clothes. The tailors claimed to have a fabric so fine and light that it was actually invisible to people who were hopelessly stupid. Taken with the idea of such a fine suit, the Emperor paid them to start work immediately. 
After a few days he sent his Prime Minister to see how the work was progressing. The tailors were working at the loom. They asked him to admire the colour and texture of the fabric -  but he couldn’t see any fabric. Not wanting to appear hopelessly stupid and unfit for his position, he reported to the Emperor that the fabric looked marvellous. Eventually, the tailors claimed that the suit was finished and they called the Emperor. He couldn’t actually see the suit, but didn’t want to appear hopelessly stupid so he pretended that he could. 

By this time all the people of the realm had heard about the suit made of fabric so fine that the hopelessly stupid couldn’t even see it. So the Emperor decided to have a ceremonial procession to show off his new clothes.  The tailors mimed dressing him up in his new suit. As he appeared in his carriage in front of his subjects no one could see a suit. But not wanting others to know of their ignorance they all applauded and made admiring noises. Until... a little boy cried out, “The emperor has got no clothes” 

The cry was immediately taken up by others in the crowd and the Emperor became a laughing-stock.
Those who think they are adorned with power, and love to rule over others are actually adorned in nothing at all according to Jesus.
You know that those foreigners who call themselves kings like to order 
their people around. And their great leaders have full power over the 
people they rule. But don’t act like them. If you want to be great, you must
be the servant of all the others.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
All creatures of our God and king MHB 28; WOV 3; H&P 329; CMP 7; S2 614

At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33

Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

From heaven you came CMP 162; S1 114

God of justice S4 1818

How can I not love you S1 184

How is Jesus present? AA 64
I will serve you (words and score available from musicnotes) 

If you want to be great SIS 440 – The title for today’s “10 Minutes” is based on this song by Michael
           Ryan. The song is based, in turn, on our gospel reading today.
Jesus is greater S1 282

Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it SIS 360

Kneels at the feet of his friends WOV 561

Let everlasting glories crown MHB 532

Lord I lift your name on high CMP 881; S1 330

Lord make me like you SIS 281

O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; WOV 514; H&P 704; CMP 501; S1 391

Praise him, praise him God of creation SIS 131

Praise my soul the King of heaven MHB 12; WOV 68; H&P 13; CMP 560; S1 433

Simply to be HIOS 118
When I needed a neighbour WOV 558
You servants of God MHB 426; WOV 144; H&P 278; CMP 784; S2 1074
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	Collects 
Servant leadership                       Mark 10:35-45
They wanted to cosy up to the boss,

to sit, as it were, beside the throne.

Actually it is not about power and control.

It is not about pay or privilege.

It is not about the crowd adoring you.

It is instead, about being a servant.

Together:

God, 

frame my vision with your patience,
focus my eyes with hope,

sight my perspective in humility,

to serve the needs of the world.

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us 

that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters, 

we do also for you.

Give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all; 

for you gave up your life and died for us, 

but live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
The International Prayer for Peace 
Lead me from death to life, 
from falsehood to truth. 
Lead me from despair to hope, 
from fear to trust. 
Lead me from hate to love, 
from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our heart, 
our world, our universe.
Psalm 104 (selection)
Let all that I am praise the Lord.
O Lord my God, how great you are!
You are robed with honor and majesty.
You are dressed in a robe of light.
You stretch out the starry curtain of the heavens;
you lay out the rafters of your home in the rain clouds.
You make the clouds your chariot;
you ride upon the wings of the wind.
The winds are your messengers;
flames of fire are your servants.

You placed the world on its foundation
so it would never be moved.
You clothed the earth with floods of water,
water that covered even the mountains.
At your command, the water fled;
at the sound of your thunder, it hurried away.
Mountains rose and valleys sank
to the levels you decreed.
Then you set a firm boundary for the seas,
so they would never again cover the earth.

You make springs pour water into the ravines,
so streams gush down from the mountains.
They provide water for all the animals,
and the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
The birds nest beside the streams
and sing among the branches of the trees.
You send rain on the mountains from your heavenly home,
and you fill the earth with the fruit of your labor.
You cause grass to grow for the livestock
and plants for people to use.
You allow them to produce food from the earth—
wine to make them glad,
olive oil to soothe their skin,
and bread to give them strength.
The trees of the Lord are well cared for—
the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.
There the birds make their nests,
and the storks make their homes in the cypresses.
High in the mountains live the wild goats,
and the rocks form a refuge for the hyraxes.

You made the moon to mark the seasons,
and the sun knows when to set.
You send the darkness, and it becomes night,
when all the forest animals prowl about.
Then the young lions roar for their prey,
stalking the food provided by God.
At dawn they slink back
into their dens to rest.
Then people go off to their work,
where they labor until evening.

O Lord, what a variety of things you have made!
In wisdom you have made them all.
The earth is full of your creatures.
Here is the ocean, vast and wide,
teeming with life of every kind,
both large and small.
See the ships sailing along,
and Leviathan, which you made to play in the sea.

They all depend on you
to give them food as they need it.
When you supply it, they gather it.
You open your hand to feed them,
and they are richly satisfied.
When you give them your breath, life is created,
and you renew the face of the earth.

May the glory of the Lord continue forever!
The Lord takes pleasure in all he has made!
The earth trembles at his glance;
the mountains smoke at his touch.

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live.
I will praise my God to my last breath!
May all my thoughts be pleasing to him,
for I rejoice in the Lord.

Let all that I am praise the Lord.

Praise the Lord!

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
Prayer of St Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O, Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
it is in dying that we are born again to eternal life.

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Simon says
Have a game of Simon Says with the children. At the end, instead of presenting a prize to the child who stayed in the longest, present it to the child (or children) who was out first. 

Read from a Children’s Bible (or tell) the story of the request that James and John made of Jesus and his response (Mark 10.35-45). The people we think are the first and the winners are not always the winners in God’s sight. Jesus turns things upside-down. It is the people that serve who are the most important and the bosses that are least important.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  
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	Cartoon from reverend fun: Sitting on the right hand of Jesus
Christ meeting the mother and sons of Zebedee  - A painting by Paulo Veronese 1565

For Week of Prayer for World Peace - Google images for ‘dove’ or ‘peace dove’
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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