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 Sunday 20 May 2012
    Wesley Day 
Anglican- Methodist Covenant 
                      Year B - Easter 7 - 38B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	This week’s “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” has been particularly prepared to resource Wesley Day and combined Anglican- Methodist services. However, you will note from all the special events below that the week leading up to Pentecost is a busy year in church life.

Readings for Wesley Day

Isaiah 12.1-6 A song of thanksgiving and praise to the Lord. “My power and my strength come from you, and you have saved me.”
Psalm 130 The psalmist calls out to God in time of trouble. He begs for mercy, and waits eagerly for the Lord’s intervention. 
2 Peter 1.1-11 Peter writes encouraging the Lord’s followers to keep growing in their faith.
Matthew 9.35-10.16 Jesus feels sorry for the crowd. He commissions his twelve apostles to announce the kingdom of heaven will soon be here and sends them out.
Being the Sunday preceding 24 May, today is celebrated as Wesley Day.  Methodists in other counties celebrate this as Aldersgate Sunday or Heritage Sunday. 24 May was the date that John Wesley had his life-changing experience at a meeting on Aldersgate Street, London, in 1738. He wrote in his journal:

"In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther's Preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation, and an assurance was given to me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death."

This is also the day that Methodists seek to celebrate the Anglican Methodist Covenant . The covenant was signed on 24 May 2009 at Lotafala’ia, the Tongan Methodist Church in Mangere, South Auckland and Te Karaiti Te Pou Herenga Waka, the Maori Anglican marae/church.
On this day plan to be involved in local and/or regional combined Anglican Methodist worship services and social gatherings. The Annual Auckland Anglican Methodist Covenant Service will be held at 5.00pm on Sunday 27 May in either St Mary’s or the Cathedral in Parnell.  We will celebrate our joint heritage in the Wesleys and share in some great singing and liturgy together. 
Regular lectionary readings for Year B - Easter 7

Acts 1.15-17, 21-26;  Psalm 1;  1 John 15.9-13;  John 17.6-19

Ascension

17 May is Ascension, the day when we celebrate Christ’s enthronement as he ends his earthly ministry. This is usually recognised on the nearest Sunday, which this year is Sunday 20 May. 
“Jesus has been taken to heaven. But he will come back in the same way that you have seen him go.” Acts 1.11 (CEV)

Alternative readings suggested for Ascension:

Acts 1.1-11;  Psalm 47 or Psalm 93;  Ephesians 1.15-23;  Luke 24.44-53

Week of prayer for Christian unity  20-27 May

The week of prayer for Christian unity is traditionally celebrated in the Southern Hemisphere in the week leading up to Pentecost. The World Council of Churches website has a full, downloadable order of service for 2012. Why not initiate some combined churches events or services and see what you can learn from other denominations. 
One year my local Ministers’ Fellowship organised a half hour 7.00am prayer meeting to be held at a different church each day for this week. Each church was encouraged to lead the meeting in its own style. We learned from each other and also found that our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters were the most committed to prayer – many of them turned up every morning!
Asia Sunday
This Sunday is also Asia Sunday. Churches are free to choose another day around this date to celebrate if they wish. The theme for 2012 is “Make us reconcilers, O God!” A liturgy prepared by The Christian Conference of Asia is available from the CCA website. Traditionally, Asia Sunday is celebrated every year a week before Pentecost to commemorate the birth of CCA. 

40 hour famine

World Vision’s 40 hour famine is next weekend. Follow the link to register. This year’s focus is on Mali and Niger. Mali and Niger in West Africa are two of the poorest countries in the world. Both have shocking hunger statistics. More than 30 per cent of children under five years old in Mali and just over half of children under five in Niger are malnourished. This year, lack of rain and failed harvests in Mali and Niger have left millions of children and families without enough food to eat. Many families are selling their animals – their only source of income – to survive.


	NZ Music Month
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AA: Alleluia Aotearoa

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV: With Heart and Voice

WOV: With One Voice
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	This May is the 11th New Zealand Music Month. Through the whole of this month we are especially recommending Kiwi music to use in your worship services. 
Notes from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust for Wesley Day
(From Alleluia Aotearoa) ‘Great and deep the Spirit’s purpose – Marnie Barrell captures the spirit of Wesley’s lifelong mission endeavours!

(From Faith Forever Singing) ‘Where the love of God is guiding’ – contemporary imagery from jet air travel captures the Spirit’s work for today. 

(From Hope is our Song) ‘How small a spark’ (10/10/10/10 Metric feet per line)

Other New Zealand hymns and songs
Au, e Ihu, tirohia WOV 631 (Traditional Maori version of Jesus, lover of my soul)
Blow through the valleys  FFS 6

Deep in the human heart HIOS 19

God of the ages WOV 462

God’s grace WHV 10 (A tribute to Wesley – each verse picks up a Wesleyan

      theme)

Give thanks for life AA 45

Great and deep the Spirit’s purpose AA 55

Join hands in the Spirit AA 32

Lord we than you (Aldersgate Sunday) WHV 12

O threefold God AA 110
Teach us O loving heart of Christ  AA 130
The church is made of people WHV 37
The journey of life AA 670

We are many we are one FFS 67

Where mountains rise AA 154
Worship, faith, belief and action HHV 38

Wesley Day hymn 

We thank you, God, for those of old

upon whose faith our churches stand

who used their faith and gifts to write

those towering hymns, so strong and grand.

We ask you, God, in heartfelt prayers:

give us a faith that echoes theirs.

We thank you, God, for those of old 

who longed for justice, truth and right.

Who fought to make their hopes come true

and claimed for all a future bright.

We ask you, God, in fervent prayers:

give us a vision broad as theirs.

We thank you, God, for those of old

who spent their days in loving you, 

who cared for neighbours, rich and poor,

and lived their creed their whole lives through.

We ask you, God, in humble prayers:

give us a love that matches theirs.

We thank you, God, that we can learn

such lessons from your saints now past.

That we can know a faith, a hope,

a love that all our lives will last. 

We ask you, God, in these our prayers:

may all our days be lived like theirs.

Tune: Melita, (With One Voice 74, Methodist Hymn Book 917) 
© Jan Chamberlain (used with permission)
Colin Gibson’s John Wesley hymn from NZ Methodist website
(If you are inclined to use foreign songs see further suggestions below)



	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	John Wesley’s Social Principles
The ethical and social ideal of the Methodist Movement is the ideal of essential Christianity. Methodism's impact on the life of the eighteenth century was due in some degree to the rediscovery of a social message. In 1743 John Wesley wrote (An Earnest Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion):
"We see, on every side, either men of no religion at all, or men of a lifeless, formal religion. We ... should greatly rejoice if by any means we might convince some that there is a better religion to be attained, a religion worthy of God that give it. And this we conceive to be no other than love; the love of God and of all mankind, the loving God with all our heart, and soul, and strength, as having first loved us, as the fountain of all the good we have received, and of all we hope to enjoy; and the loving every soul which God hath made, every man on the earth as his own soul." 

Believing this and recognising that society at present falls far short of the Christian ideal, the Methodist Church stands for: 

1. The sacredness of human personality and the equal value of all men and women in the sight of God. 

2. Adequate opportunities of employment for all those willing and able to work, and reasonable standards of living for those, who because of age or infirmity, are not able to work. 

3. The co-operation of employers and employees for the benefit of the community. 

4. The duty of all to render conscientious service, the condemnation of scamped work, of sweated labour and of consumer exploitation. 

5. The right to a just return for services rendered and the right to good housing, and a healthy environment. 

6. The wise use and careful conservation of the world's physical resources. 

7. The removal of the root causes of poverty, unemployment and war. 

8. The promoting of social and industrial reforms by lawful means. 

9. The right to freedom of conscience, constitutional liberty, secrecy of the ballot and access to the Courts. 

10. Christian influence in politics and civic affairs. 

11. The conviction that the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ contains the message that will promote effectively the regeneration and reconstruction of society. 

The Methodist Church reminds her people that Christian ethics cannot be maintained without Christian faith. The good life of the Christian and faith in Christ are inseparable. Where one fails the other cannot last. 

Adopted by Conference 1952; reprinted in the Minutes of Conference 1967; reaffirmed by Conference 1976 and currently being reviewed to reflect twenty-first century concerns.
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Visual Aids
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	Biographical Movies
John Wesley (1954) – a British production starring Leonard Sachs. 1 hour 13 mins. Can be viewed in its entirety on YouTube  
Wesley: A heart transformed (2008 - M) – A more recent American production featuring Burgess Jenkins and June Lockhart. View the trailer. 1 hour 57 mins. Released as a DVD in 2010 available from Epworth Books or as an import from Amazon
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	Preaching thoughts 

	A Gospel for Today?

The Pentecost story from the Acts of the Apostles is a story about communication, about speaking a word, and about being heard and understood by a divergent, multi-racial, cross section of society.  Luke tells us that on that day the Holy Spirit was at work, that miracles of grace took place, that lives were changed, that the Church grew.

Today, I suspect that we, Anglicans and Methodists long for another such moment.   A moment when we in the Church of the Risen Lord can rise above our failings, shortcomings, scandals, sins, the things that the media loves to latch on to, and again communicate clearly and effectively the Church’s  one central message of the love of God as seen in Jesus Christ. Don’t you long for such a moment?  I do!   

There was such a moment two hundred and fifty years ago, when quite unexpectedly two sons of the Church of England, sons of the rectory at Epworth in Lincolnshire, took centre stage in the English Christian drama. Sons they were to the Church of England, fathers they were to become to the Methodist movement of their day. They were of course John and Charles Wesley.

For some fifty years they travelled the length and breadth of the British Isles.   John Wesley visited the country of my birth, Ireland no less than 27 times. It is estimated that he rode over a quarter of a million miles on horseback. Together John and Charles preached to thousands, hundreds of thousands of people.  Central to their preaching was a focus on the love of God. And they practised what they preached. They went to the homes of the poorest of the poor, they cared for the sick, they visited those in prison, they opposed things like slavery.  And they, especially Charles, proclaimed the gospel, the good news in song.    Charles wrote over 6,000 hymns. Some have stood the test of time. Our Service this evening testifies to that. Some are hard to beat for their poetic quality, and their theology, hymns like Love divine all loves excelling, and Hark the Herald angels sing.  Somehow, through the miracle of grace, through the work of the Holy Spirit the message preached, and the words of their songs resonated in the lives of many. As had happened at the first Pentecost, through the ministry of John and Charles Wesley thousands were added to the Church.
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Initially John Wesley didn’t seem to have the qualities to be an effective communicator, an evangelist, or one to inspire others. Indeed he seemed a somewhat tormented soul. In spite of living a rigorous, disciplined, and austere life in which personal devotions, and attendance at Holy Communion played a central part, he was not at all sure if he was good enough for God. He regularly took his own spiritual temperature, and almost invariably he found himself wanting. In 1738, several years on from his ordination, and after almost two and a half years work as a missionary in Savannah in Georgia, he despaired, being unsure if he even was a Christian. On the ship journey back to England he wrote:  “I went to America to convert the Indians; but, O! Who shall convert me?”

Who amongst us would want to emulate such a man? Wasn’t he rather the kind of person which many of us might want to avoid?  A religious crank perhaps? Not only that, this man was a failure, a failure in this his first real test, his first missionary endeavour.  We can add to that that in Georgia he also had a messy romance with a niece of the colony’s magistrate.  She ended up marrying someone else.  John then tried to bar her from receiving Holy Communion. That caused consternation in the colony. He was a failure in love as well. 

Months later, back in England on the 24th May 1738 something happened to this man – it was his Pentecost. Was it his conversion? Or was it his moment of assurance - the moment when he discovered that God did indeed love him and forgive him? There is debate about that in Methodist historical circles. Whatever it was: Wesley himself described it as having his heart strangely warmed. At the age of 35 he at last knew that God loved him, forgave him, and set him free to be the person God destined him to be. Free to serve the world that God so loves. It changed him. It put him on a new path.   

Within weeks there would be another significant change. This man who was by 

nature conservative, this man who virtually believed that it would be a sin to preach outside the confines of a church building, this introspective man who had been so fixated on himself and his personal spiritual needs, within weeks this man was preaching in the open air, in fields, in village squares, at the mine heads.  Almost overnight he became as passionate about sharing the good news of God’s love with others as he had previously been about his own spiritual quest.    

As his life changed the gospel became clear to Wesley in ways that would shape his ministry for the decades ahead. Three things in particular:
First, he became convinced that the good news of Jesus Christ is good news for all people.   
No one, man or woman, rich or poor, black or white, English or African, no one is beyond the grace of God. No one is excluded by divine decree, or gender or race, from the possibility of salvation. God’s grace is offered to all. Any person can of their own volition respond to the good news of Jesus Christ.

This led him into controversy, controversy with one of his best friends, George Whitefield. Whitefield was also an Anglican clergyman, also an evangelist, many would say a greater preacher than Wesley. But Whitefield was Calvinist in his theology. Whitefield believed that the sovereignty of God was such that God predetermined those to be saved, but not only that, God also predetermined those to be damned. John Wesley would have none of that.  Charles Wesley captures the essence of their shared theology when he writes: 



Thy sovereign grace to all extends,



Immense and unconfined;



From age to age it never ends;



It reaches all mankind.


The good news is for all – that was clear to Wesley.

Secondly, John Wesley came to see that a Christian is not simply a person who engages in what we might call formal religion.   
Attendance at worship does not automatically make one a Christian. Likewise the singing of hymns, the saying of prayers, even participation in Holy Communion, does not make one a Christian – though of course Christians will do these things.   Instead a Christian is one who has experienced the love of God in Jesus Christ and is committed to displaying the fruits of the Spirit in his or her own life.   Wesley didn’t deny the gifts of the Spirit but he saw the fruits of the Spirit as far more significant – for him the fruits: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control – these were the visible signs of a person’s growth in grace, in Christ likeness.     

Holy living, sanctification, Christian perfection – these were words that John Wesley used to underline this conviction.   Just as the essence of Christian faith is not formal religion, it is also not simply belief – Christian faith has to be lived out.   Wesley would have strongly agreed with the apostle James when he said faith without works is dead.      

But Christian perfection – the idea also got him into trouble. It was hard to define, could anyone attain it, how would you know when you had reached it?   Ultimately such questions didn’t matter – what he was concerned about was that people were not static Christians but were committed to growing in grace, committed to becoming ever more Christ like in their way of living. Charles Wesley puts it this way:



Finish then Thy new creation



Pure and spotless let us be,

Till we see Thy great salvation

Perfectly restored in Thee.

A Christian has an experience of God, a Christian bears good fruit in their lives . 

Thirdly, John Wesley came to see that people, human lives, were the supreme focus of God’s love.   
People mattered, and ultimately for him they mattered more than tradition, or the order of the Church. Don’t get me wrong Wesley liked order. He was a very ordered person, a very disciplined person, a methodical person – the nickname Methodist wasn’t given for nothing. One sign of his personal order, discipline, was that the second largest volume of correspondence in existence from the eighteenth century, comes from the pen of John Wesley - second only to that of the French philosopher Voltaire. Today we have over 3000 of his letters. He has been well described as a postal pastor. That took discipline. Another sign of his love of order, part of Methodist mythology if not pure fact, was that he early on worked out that he only needed five hours sleep a night and then stuck with that pattern for some fifty years. He was undoubtedly a man of orderly habits, a man who appreciated order not only for himself but also in the Church.

But, he was persuaded by the gospel that if people were to suffer, if new Christians were to be barred from the Lord’s table as they were in some parishes, and if in other places they could not receive the sacrament because there were no ordained clergy in the vicinity as was often the case in the American colonies, then for their sake – for the sake of the people, and against his natural inclination to honour the tradition, Wesley would do something about it. The sacrament, as a means of grace, had to be made available. This meant that Wesley, after many requests had been turned down, reluctantly came to the conclusion that he a presbyter and not a bishop would have to ordain some of his travelling preachers.   In a sense he broke with one order, one tradition – that bishops only could ordain, to preserve another order that only the ordained can administer the sacrament.  

But he did ordain, and once again he was in trouble. His brother Charles was utterly dismayed. He said it ended their cooperation but not their friendship. For Charles the Church of England always came first and the Methodist movement second, for John it was the reverse.  Ordination is still an issue between us but by the grace of God in the twenty-first century we may yet work through it.

Three things then shaped Wesley’s gospel. Three things that I believe have continuing relevance for us today, here in this land.
1. The good news of Jesus Christ is indeed for all people – no one is barred – God’s love is inclusive, it reaches out to all.

2. The formalities of religion are not of the essence of the Christian faith – the essence is to be found in our personal experience of God’s love and to be demonstrated by the fruits of the Spirit in our lives – our growth into Christ.

3. Finally, the traditions of the Church – whether Methodist or Anglican – while necessary for order, and helpful no doubt in many respects, should never take precedence over the needs of people to grow in grace. The world God so loves is the world of people – human lives are ultimately more important than our traditions.
Together, as Anglicans and Methodists, the challenge before us is to communicate a twenty-first century version of this message, this word, with the divergent, multi-cultural society here present in this land – with the people whom God so loves.   

Today we await a new heart warming, a new Pentecost, a new openness, new possibilities.   

Sermon preached at St Mary’s in Holy Trinity, Parnell, Auckland on Sunday 23rd May, 2010.  Preacher Rev.Norman Brookes, Auckland Methodist Synod Superintendent


See also Background notes for a Wesley Day sermon from the NZ Methodist website
Anglican-Methodist Covenant sermon preached by Bishop John Bluck 24 May 2009.
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 Stories
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	A brand plucked out of the burning

John Wesley’s father, Samuel Wesley was a Church of England rector in the village of Epworth. His habit of scolding the wayward within his parish created enemies. One night when John was only five years old, one of the offended villagers set fire to the Wesley home. The large family was rushed to safety from the burning house. No one had noticed that John was left in the nursery until Samuel saw him at the upstairs window trapped in the burning house. Samuel attempted to re-enter the house but the flames prevented him. A quick thinking on-looker lifted another man on to his shoulders and was able to rescue John through the window. Suzanna, John’s mother believed that the boy was saved because God had some special role for him to play. She referred to him as “a brand plucked out of the burning”.
Tea addict
Like many a true Brit. Charles Wesley was addicted to his cuppa tea. In 1746 he tried to give it up. He wrote, "my flesh protested against it. I was but half awake and half alive all day; and my headache so increased toward noon, that I could neither speak nor think. … This so weakened me, that I could hardly sit my

horse."


	Music

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
HTC: Hymns for Today’s Church
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
A new commandment WOV 571; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23; HTC S26
All over the world SIS 51; CMP 18; S1 12

Bind us together Lord SIS 185; CMP 54; S1 91
City of God, how broad MHB 703

Father make us one SIS 153; CMP 137; S3 1200

Filled with the Spirit’s power WOV 328; HTC 233
For I’m building a people of power  SIS 262; CMP 151; S1 109
God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192; HTC 324
In Christ there is no east or west  WOV 391; H&P 758 ; CMP 329; HTC 322
One heart one voice one mind S1 405

One Lord, one faith S2 919

The church’s one foundation WOV 385; HTC 501
We’re here because of grace S3 1590

Your hand O God has guided WOV 389; H&P 784; CMP 705; HTC 536
Hymns by Charles Wesley

All praise to our redeeming Lord MHB 745; WOV 367; H&P 753; CMP 19

All you that pass by MHB 188; CMP 26; S2 628

And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 21; HTC 452
Christ from whom all blessings flow MHB 720; WOV 346; H&P 764; HTC 491
Christ whose glory fills the skies MHB 924; WOV 140; H&P 457; CMP 79; 

      HTC 266
Come Holy Spirit our hearts inspire MHB 305; WOV 331; HTC 589
Forth in thy name MHB 590; WOV 480; H&P 381; CMP 159; HTC 306
Jesus lover of my soul MHB 110; WOV 139; H&P 528; CMP 372; S2 838; 

      HTC 438
Lo! He comes with clouds descending MHB 264; WOV 201; H&P 241; CMP 424;

      S1 324; HTC 196
Love divine MHB 431; WOV 148; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343; HTC 217
My Saviour how shall I (Gerhardt - transl John Wesley) MHB 388; WOV 460; 

      H&P 743

O for a thousand tongues MHB 1; WOV 141; H&P 744; CMP 496; S1 383; 

      HTC 219 (the original version had eighteen verses)
O Thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; 

      HTC 552
Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948; 

      HTC 180
What shall I do my God to love MHB 77; WOV 50; H&P 47

You servants of God MHB 426; WOV 144; H&P 278; CMP 784; S2 1074; 

      HTC 520
O for a thousand tongues

In English, Tongan, Fijian and Samoan Language 
1. O for a thousand tongues to sing

my great Redeemer’s praise,

the glories of our God and King,

the triumphs of his grace!
2. Ko Sisu ‘a e Huafa lahi,

‘O ‘ikai hano ua:

‘Ikai ha taha ke tatau,

Ha taha ke kakunga.
3. Sa vosa ga, qai reki mai

Na yalo vutugu;

Na mataboko, era rai;

Na bale era tu.
4. Lo’u Matai ma lo’u Atua

Fesoasoani mai

E talai atu i le lalolagi

Lou suafa mamalu
5. My gracious Master and my God,

assist me to proclaim,

to spread through all the earth abroad

the honours of your name.


	Prayers and

Readings
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	Collects 
Nourishing in the truth   Psalm 1; John 17:17
God nourish me in life sustaining truth,

to face my daily demands.

Like a tree planted beside the stream,

with roots fed with water and nutrient,

may I prosper with the fruit of your word. 

Provide me with shade and protection.

May my meditations

withstand the flood and the wind,

in the life that comes from You.  

Amen.
© John Howell (used with permission)
Almighty and everlasting Father, 

you raised our Lord Jesus Christ 

to your right hand on high. 

As we rejoice in his exaltation, 

fill us with his Spirit, 

that we may go into all the world 

and faithfully proclaim the gospel. 

This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Almighty God,

you raised up your servants, John and Charles Wesley,

to proclaim anew the gift of redemption and the life of holiness.

Pour out your Spirit, and revive your work among us;

that inspired by the same faith,

and upheld by the same grace in word and sacrament,

we and all your children may be made one

in the unity of your Church on earth,

even as in heaven we are made one in you;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A Prayer of Susanna Wesley (amended)


 

Susanna Wesley, the mother or John and Charles was a highly intelligent woman.  She had a deep interest in philosophy and theology. But she knew that faith was more than a matter of intelligence, or purely rational understanding.  For Susanna faith was a matter of the heart. This prayer of Susanna’s makes that clear.

Let us pray using the words of Susanna Wesley:

Lord,

I want the kind of knowledge of you

that leads to Eternal Life,

not the knowledge that comes 

simply because of my reason.

For (reason’s) knowledge is of a different kind.

it is attained by the scientific method, 

or by a long train of arguments.

And the knowledge that results from reason 

assisted by human learning, is available to but a few.

Such knowledge makes You known only as Creator, 

Preserver and Governor of the Universe.

But the knowledge I seek is the true knowledge
that comes through frequent and fervent prayer, 
influenced and directed 

by your Holy Spirit. 

I discover it when

You make yourself known 

to the heart,

the will, 

the affections,

not merely as the Author of our being,

but as the healer, 

and repairer of human nature,

a Saviour,

the One who loves us.

Lord, give to me that knowledge,

In the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Psalm 130    A Pilgrim Song

Help, God - the bottom has fallen out of my life! 
Master, hear my cry for help! 
Listen hard! Open your ears! 
Listen to my cries for mercy. 

If you, God, kept records on wrongdoings, 
who would stand a chance? 
As it turns out, forgiveness is your habit, 
and that's why you're worshiped. 

I pray to God - my life a prayer -
and wait for what he'll say and do. 
My life's on the line before God, my Lord, 
waiting and watching till morning, 
waiting and watching till morning. 

O Israel, wait and watch for God - 
with God's arrival comes love, 
with God's arrival comes generous redemption. 
No doubt about it - he'll redeem Israel, 
buy back Israel from captivity to sin.   
The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson

A Litany of the Covenant (based on The Anglican Methodist Covenant 2008)

Leader:
Sisters and brothers in Christ, as we celebrate our shared history, let us renew the Covenant we have entered into.  Let us reaffirm the things we have committed ourselves to do:

 
In this Covenant we are committed:

People:
 to develop a safe ecumenical space ... to explore together uncomfortable questions.

Leader:
In this Covenant we are committed:

People:
 to take steps to bring about closer collaboration in all areas of witness and service in the world.

Leader:
In this Covenant we are committed:  

People:
to work towards a united and interchangeable ministry to more fully express the visible unity of our two churches.

Leader:
In this Covenant we are committed:

People:
 to welcome each other’s baptised members to participate in the fellowship, worship and mission of our churches.

Leader:
In this Covenant we are committed:

People:
to encourage forms of Eucharistic hospitality, in accordance with the guidelines of our respective churches.

Leader:
In this Covenant we are committed:

People:
to celebrate together annually. .. our common faith through a focus on the offerings to the church of John and Charles Wesley who owned both the Anglican tradition and the Methodist way.

All:
We give thanks to God for our common heritage in the Wesleys. 

We give thanks to God for our Covenant together.

In the year ahead help us to discover practical ways to build on this heritage and Covenant for the sake of your mission to the world. Amen.
© Norman Brookes  (used with permission)
Lord God, 

in of the eighteenth century 

you raised up raised up your servants John and Charles Wesley. 

You inspired them 

and filled them with the fire of your Holy Spirit.
Their love of the gospel and demand for social justice 

transformed irrevocably the British Isles and beyond.
Kindle that same flame in our hearts 

so that we can transform our land with that same message 

of grace and love and justice.
This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Wesleyan Eucharistic Prayer from NZ Methodist website

The Wesley Saga A fun reading suitable for any Wesley Celebration written by 
 Rosalie Sugrue - from the NZ Methodist website

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Arrange before the service with a couple of people to share about their participation in an ecumenical event. It may be a combined service, a music festival, social event or youth rally. After they have spoken there may be others who will share spontaneously.


	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow links

	Children’s resources from NZ Methodist website
Resources for children from sermons4kids  


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	17 slide John Wesley slideshow created in 2003 for the 300th Anniversary of his birth.
Google images for John Wesley Methodist 
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