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Sunday 16 December 2012
Getting ready
Year C - Advent 3 - 03C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Zephaniah 3.14-20 The Lord promises his people in exile that their sorrows will end and they will be led back to their home. 
Isaiah 12.2-6 A song of expressing trust and thanks to the Lord. “My power and my strength come from you, and you have saved me.”
Philippians 4.4-7 Paul tells believers to always be glad and gentle, to pray and not to worry. The Lord will come soon.
Luke 3.7-18 Crowds came to John when he was baptising people in the Jordon. He called people to repentance telling them to share, act justly and to be content with their pay. He also spoke of the Messiah who was to come.
Advent and Christmas

The focus for the new church year is Luke’s gospel and “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following the Lucan lectionary readings in our Advent series:
The most wonderful time of the year

December 2
Jesus appears to all   Luke 21.25-36 

December 9
Song for a baby          Luke 1.68-79 

December 16
Getting ready              Luke 3.7-18
December 23 
Blessing for a baby     Luke 1.39-55
December 25
A baby born                Luke 2.1-20

December 30
The boy Jesus 
Luke 2.41-52

Today is the third Sunday of Advent and this is traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday. The word “gaudete” comes from the Latin verb for “rejoice”. Joy is one of those words that are inseparably linked to the season of Advent and many of the hymns and songs suggested for today have a theme of joy. 
You will find an array of Christmas and Advent resources in the Refresh section of the Methodist website including an advertising template and three plays especially written for Christmas 2012. The new plays are:

· “No Room” written by Rosalie Sugrue to fit in with the Christian World Service Christmas Appeal  

· “According to the Animals” written by Tawa Union Church Youth and accompanied by a beautiful slide show featuring children’s art.

· “Bag a Bonanza” written by Alan K Webster. This play may appeal to those who like something a little quirky! 
The Christian World Service Christmas appeal this year has the theme “Save my Place”. You will find a host of interesting and helpful church and worship resources on the CWS website, including: service outline, children’s talks, prayers and sermons.

The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website has some helpful tips for use in planning for Advent year C. There is a huge collection of Christmas worship resources and a section of the United Methodist blogspot is dedicated to restoring Advent and Christmas. 


	Introduction / Background
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	Today’s gospel passage (Luke 3.2-18) records John the Baptiser preparing the way for Jesus. It is also found in Matthew 3.1-12, Mark 1.1-8 and John 1.19-28. This parallels tool from the University of Toronto will allow you to compare the four, quite different, accounts. Matthew’s record describes in greater detail the character of John the Baptiser, while Luke gives us more details of the content of his preaching.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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John the Baptiser
1. It is Matthew (3.7) who tells us that these words were spoken to the Pharisees and Sadducees

2. Statistic from Christian World Service
3. World Bank figures
	Getting ready for Christmas for many of us with children is no casual affair. Despite the retailers trying to press me into the Christmas spirit much earlier, heading off to the Santa Parade along with a tribe of my children, grandchildren nieces and nephews is the first seasonal activity that I get drawn into. This year that occurred on 25 November. November! Any preparation for Christmas before December seems premature to me! That is followed closely by a visit to the Christmas tree farm to claim a tree. Once the tree arrives home, the round of serious preparation gets into full swing. Out come the decorations and the Christmas music. Planning for Christmas Day begins… who will host Christmas dinner this year? – what will we eat? – what church services will we attend? – and the gift-buying for those we love begins.
Our gospel reading today is all about getting ready. John the Baptiser was getting the people of Israel ready for Jesus to come. But John was not down in the barn at Bethlehem preparing some clean hay to make a bed for when baby Jesus was born. John was actually the same age as Jesus, and this was a long time after the nativity scene with shepherds and a new-born baby. Instead, the setting was the Jordan Valley where John was getting crowds of people ready for Jesus to start his ministry of bringing people the Good News about God’s reign. His was the voice of someone shouting in the desert saying, “Get ready for the Lord.”
John was a rugged, outdoor type and he didn’t seem to care at all about what people thought of him. He was a straight speaker. This business of getting people ready meant calling a spade a spade, and he certainly didn’t mince his words. 

Some of the people that came out to the desert to hear him were the religious leaders. They were very important people who were held in great respect in the community. To them be said, “You bunch of snakes! Who warned you to run from the coming judgment? Do something to show that you really have given up your sins. Don’t start saying that you belong to Abraham’s family. God can turn these stones into children for Abraham. An axe is ready to cut the trees down at their roots. Any tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into a fire.”1
John’s advice in getting people ready for Jesus still stands as good advice for us if we want to be ready for Jesus to be involved in our lives. He was strong on the fact that faith had to be more than just lip service. If we want Jesus to come to us, our willingness to be disciples must be seen in the way that we behave. 

When the crowd asked John “What should we do?” (Luke 3.10) told them to… 
Share  
"If you have two coats, give one to someone who doesn’t have any. If you have food, share it with someone who is hungry." 
In other words, to prepare for the reign of God, there needs to be some re-distribution. Some people had two coats while others had none. Some people had food while others had none. The solution, to John, was obvious. The ‘haves’ can share with the ‘have-nots’ and everyone will be provided for.
Now move forward two millennia to our Christmas preparations. Most of us have food in our cupboards and fridges – but meanwhile nearly one billion people on the planet go hungry every day2. It’s not that we have a food shortage. We have a distribution problem. The wealthiest 20% of the world’s population consume 76.6% of the world’s resources!3  
We may feel powerless to do much about the international economic imbalance, but it is people like you and me who can gradually change the way other people think about economies and what it means to live as a global community. And on a personal level, as individuals, families and churches we can start sharing now. As we think about Christmas gifts for our own family, we do well to consider what gift we can make to those in desperate need in our world. The Christian World Service Christmas appeal provides us with an excellent opportunity to contribute in this way.
The crowds were told to share. 
Then the tax collectors also asked John, “What should we do?” (Luke 3.12). They were in a position of power that enabled them to extort money from others to their own advantage. John advised them to…
Act justly 
Once again, it is good advice for us as we seek to be ready for Jesus to come into our lives. “It’s time for justice,” John says. “Don’t make people pay more than they owe.” John was the last in the line of the First Testament prophets, and justice is the repeated emphasis of God’s prophets.
“And what does the Lord require of you?” asks Micah. Then he answers his own question, “To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6.8)

Later, another of the Bible writer observed that we are not likely to love God who we cannot see, unless we love people who we can see (1 John 4.20). Our faith, is not so much a matter of private beliefs as practical outcomes. It is geared to everyday life.
You see, “What does the Lord require of you?” is the most important question that a person can ask in their life. The whole of our lives, what we do, and say and how we act, should hinge on its answer. Whatever our nationality, whatever our theology, whatever our social status, whatever our abilities – we cannot go wrong in life if we but act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God.
So, to get ready for Jesus we must share and act justly.

Then some soldiers came to John and asked, “What about us? What do we have to do?” (Luke 3.14) Soldiers were the brutal power of the Roman Empire. They were feared and despised by the general population. John was equally direct with them. He told them to…
Be content 
He meant to be content, in the sense of not demanding more and more for themselves. It is advice equally applicable to us in our own situation. Not being one to back down in the face of the might of the Roman Empire, first of all John charged the soldiers to cut out the violence and extortion, then he added, “and be content with your pay.”
Content with your pay? Who is ever content with their pay? 

Prices are always going up! A person has to get ahead somehow! We never have enough!

… or do we?
... is it possible that we do have enough? 
… and that the latest phone, flat screen television, lounge suite - or whatever it is that we want next – are more than enough. Why can’t we ever be content with what we have? Do we really need all this stuff? It is only when we start to ask these questions that we can really begin to share and to act justly.

When the Israelites were in the desert, God provided for them. Manna came from heaven for them to eat. They had to learn to only collect enough for one day – more than that would be too much. The temptation for them, and for us, is to not be happy until we’ve secured enough provision for today and tomorrow, and many tomorrows.

In a similar vein, the writer to the Hebrews asks us to “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have.” (Hebrews 13.5).
Those ready for Christ to enter into their lives have open hands. Rather than grasping for more and more they are content with what they have. They are concerned for justice and don’t wish to have more than their share of the world’s resources. 
It is little wonder that Jesus calls the gospel is good news for the poor.
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	Living above the greed line?
We are accustomed to hearing of people living below the poverty line. The poverty line is the minimum level of income deemed adequate in a given country. There is also an international poverty line, which the World Bank has defined as $US1.25 per day, at 2005 purchasing power parity.
On his visit to New Zealand last month, Rev Dr Kim Dong-Sung, the Asian Secretary of the World Council of Churches, spoke of a plan WCC has of introduce a “greed line” in 2013. Those living above this line will be deemed to be using more than their fair share of the world’s cash and resources. Read more…
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	A couple of music tracks related to today’s theme that could be used as an introduction:

· People get ready - Written by Curtis Mayfield in 1965, this Gospel track is constantly being covered by other musicians. In 1986 Rod Steward and Jeff Beck charted with their version Watch on YouTube . Vanilla Fudge recorded a heavier version, then more recently Alicia Keys. Read the lyrics.
· John the Baptist - Written by Al Kooper. This track appeared on his solo New York City (you’re a woman) album (1971) and was released at the same time with his group on the Blood Sweat and Tears 4 album (1971). Listen to the BS&T version on YouTube. Read the lyrics. 

Movies for the season

· The Nativity Story (2006 - PG), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.

· How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000 - PG), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.

· A Christmas Carol (2004 - G) One of many movie adaptations of the Dickens’ tale. This one stars Kelsey Grammer and Jennifer Love Hewitt and is strictly for fans of the old-fashioned-type musical. You may like to try The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992 - G); Disney’s A Christmas Carol (2009 M – animated) with Jim Carey; Barbie in a Christmas Carol (2008 - G) or Scrooged (below)
· Scrooged (1988 - PG) is a modern re-telling of the classic Dickens story ‘A Christmas Carol.’ It stars Bill Murray as a selfish television executive. 
· The First Christmas (1998 -G) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.

· The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The Complete Third Series (1999 - PG). The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.
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	Make a “spend nothing” Christmas catalogue
Retailers try to convince us that the only way to celebrate Christmas is to buy lots of stuff. With a whiteboard or a data-projector brain-storm your congregation to get a list of things of value that you can give and that cost nothing. Here’s some ideas to get you started:

· A hug

· Baby-sit 

· Take someone to the park, beach, bush, art gallery…

· Pick some wild flowers

· Cook a meal

· Sing someone a song

· Write a poem

· Write a note of appreciation

You might want to publish your catalogue in the newsletter next Sunday, or send it on to me andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz so that I can share it more widely.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC:  Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All who would see God’s greatness COC 4

Away in a manger (Millennium carol) COC 1

Blossoms red along the seashore COC 2

Born in the night, Mary's child  H&P 95; CMP 62
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning MHB 122; WOV 234; H&P 123;  

     CMP 65
Bring in your new world HIOS 13

Come thou long expected Jesus MHB 242; WOV 200; H&P 81; CMP 102
God rest you merry people all WOV 233; H&P 103

Good Christians all rejoice MHB 143; WOV 238; H&P 104; CMP 196

Joy to the world  WOV 224; H&P 77; CMP 393; S1 305

Love came down at Christmas MHB 138; WOV 243; H&P 105; CMP 451

O come, O come Emmanuel MHB 257; WOV 193; H&P 85; CMP 493
O come all you faithful MHB 118; WOV 228; H&P 110; CMP 491; S1 380
On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry WOV 199; H&P 84; CMP 538
Prepare ye the way SIS 88

Rejoice greatly O daughter of Zion SIS 148

Rejoice in the Lord always SIS 81; CMP 577
Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948

To us a child of royal birth MHB 141
You shall go out with joy SIS 397; CMP 796; S1 609
Bless this candle, Lord

Bless this candle, Lord, that we light for hope.

In this world of tragedy and stark despair,

may our hope-light glow with Christ’s enduring power;

giving all who see it his loving care.

Bless this candle, Lord, that we light for peace.

In all war-torn countries, that the strife may cease;

may our peace-light glow with Christ’s enduring power;

showing all who see it, his name is peace. 

Bless this candle, Lord, that we light for joy. 

In a world where grief and joylessness abound,

may our joy-light glow with Christ’s enduring power;

spreading joy and gladness the world around.

Bless this candle, Lord, that we light for love.

In the hearts of those who know no loving touch,

may our love-light glow with Christ’s enduring power;

giving them the blessing they need so much.

© Jan Chamberlin (used with permission)  Tune: Jesus bids us shine
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	Collects 
God for whom we wait and watch, 
you sent your servant John the Baptist 

to prepare your people for the coming of the Messiah.
Inspire the ministers and stewards of your truth 

to turn our disobedient hearts to you; 

that, when Christ shall come again in glory to be our judge, 

we may stand in confidence before him, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, world without end. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999



The Advent Wreath - Lighting the third Advent candle

Praise the Lord our God,
who comes to show us his love,
dissipate our sorrows,

heal us,

and bring us home.

Come, Lord Jesus! 

Be present among us 
enlighten and refresh our lives.
(Light the third candle)

Suggestion: follow this by singing Bless this candle
© Andrew Gamman

Litany of praise

In Invercargill to the south 

And Cape Reinga to the north, 

In Gisborne and Akaroa to the east , 

in New Plymouth and Hokitika to the west, 

In all the places from which we have come, 

The name of God is echoed far. 

In country, town and city, 

In the places we call our home, 

The name of God is echoed far. 

On mountain tops, 

In plains and valleys, 

On beaches and in the flowing waters of rivers, 

The name of God is echoed far. 

In farmlands and in forests, 

In marketplaces and in shopping malls, 

The name of God is echoed far. 

In casual conversations, 

In committee meetings and in Conference, 

The name of God is echoed far. 

In synagogue and mosque, 

In temple and in church, 

The name of God is echoed far. 

In our longing for peace, 

In our cries for justice, 

In our hope for humankind to be as one, 

The name of God is echoed far. 

May all that we think and say and do, this day and every day 

Echo the love and compassion of God. Amen
© Written by Lynne Frith for the Centennial NZ Methodist Conference held last month in Wellington (used with permission)

A prayer about the birth of love

Love is always born. Michael Leung

This is but the beginning of the birthpangs. Mark 13.8

Creator God,

The new era of history is like 

the gasp of breath as a baby is born.

For all conscious life has breath, 

and is characterised by spirit.

We thank you for the creation of mind and spirit, 

making us persons, reflecting your image.

Forgive us when we mask ourselves to hide our spirit.

Forgive us when we stand on the spirit of others.

Forgive us when we erect barriers to our need for love.

Midwife God,

The birth of a new history 

can come only through struggle.

Yours is a labour of love, 

evoking our deepest urges 

and out most basic instincts, 

in the pain of a new creation.

This is not a time for cosmetics or surrogacy,

nor wild unscientific speculation of the future; 

rather it is an invitation to participate 

in creation at the deepest level, 

as love and happiness are born.

Let the turquoise blue of the iceberg, 

the scenarios of global warming, 

and the impotence of technology before the tsunami and the hurricane, 

remind us of the fragility of life, 

and the precious gift of the crucified One. Amen
© John Howell from Sighs too Deep for Words (used with permission)
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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Sharing
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	Sponsor children

Is there a family in the church that has a sponsor child? Interview them in the service today. Ask:

Who is your sponsor child? 

Where does he/she live? 

What do you know about their community?  

What does it mean to you as a family to share in the life of someone that lives in very different circumstances to yourselves?
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	To Martin from Martin
(Wrap a small box of chocolates, or a block of chocolate, in Christmas paper and bring it along with you)

I’ve got a Christmas present here. It’s all wrapped up and it comes from under the Christmas tree. The funny thing is what is written on the card. Can someone read it for me?

“To Martin from Martin.”

Let’s have a look and see what is so nicely wrapped up here.

(Get the children to unwrap the chocolate.)

Why do you think Martin would wrap a present and address it to himself?

I know. Because I know Martin. Martin likes chocolate and gets concerned that he won’t receive enough chocolate at Christmas. So each year he buys some chocolate for himself and wraps it up. He writes on the gift card, “To Martin from Martin” and puts it under the tree. (Based on a true story!)

What is good about this?… Martin is guaranteed to get chocolate for Christmas.

What is not so good about this?... Christmas is about giving. It is the time when we remember that God gave us his only Son, Jesus, who was born in a barn and, when he grew up, showed us the way to God. 

Today, in our gospel reading we hear about a man called John who prepared the way for Jesus. People wanted to get ready for Jesus to come so they asked him, “What should we do?”

He answered, “If you have food, share it with someone else” (Luke 3.10-11).

Sharing is something that pleases God. And it pleases other people too! How about we share these chocolates? (Hand some of the chocolate around to all the children.)
More resources for children are available from sermons4kids.com and the Advent worship resources on the Christian World Service website.
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	St John the Baptist in Christian art

· by contemporary Romanian artist Daniel Neculae
· by Jacopo del Casentino c. 1330

John the Baptist cartoon from reverendfun

Google images for ‘Advent’.

Images for use with Advent hymns and songs from hymnsight.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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