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Sunday 11 November 2012
Will God use me?
Year B - Pentecost 24 - 65B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Ruth 3.1-5, 4.13-17 Naomi hatched a successful plan to see Ruth wed. After her marriage to Boaz, Ruth had a son, who they named, Obed. Obed became father of Jesse, who later became father of King David.
Psalm 127 Unless we look for the Lord’s provision, what we do is useless. Children are a gift of God and a reward from him.
Hebrews 9.24-27 Christ offered himself once-for-all to take away our sin. He went into heaven and is there with God to help us. 
Mark 12.38-44 Jesus condemns the teachers of the Law for their pride and hypocrisy. Then he commends a poor widow whose meagre gift at the temple represents everything she has.
Advent and Christmas

Sunday 2 December is the first Sunday of the new church year and the beginning of Advent. The focus for the new church year is Luke’s gospel and “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will be following the Lucan lectionary readings in our planned Advent series:
The most wonderful time of the year

December 2
Jesus appears to all   Luke 21.25-36 

December 9
Song for a baby          Luke 1.68-79 

December 16 
Getting ready              Luke 3.7-18
December 23 
Blessing for a baby     Luke 1.39-45
December 25
A baby born                Luke 2.1-20
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You will find an array of Christmas and Advent resources in the Refresh section of the Methodist website including a new Advent play and an advertising template.
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Ctrl+Click to follow link
[image: image1.png]




[image: image2]

	Ruth

This week we continue in the lovely little book of Ruth. This is a marvellous story of God’s providence that touches on many contemporary pastoral issues. It actually unfolds in four parts which, by extending the series and covering a chapter a week, will take you right through to the end of the church year and the beginning of Advent. Unfortunately, in the three-year cycle of the lectionary, we only ever get these two weeks of Ruth. Why not take the plunge and cover the whole book? While “10 Minutes on Tuesday” will follow the lectionary readings and will give you only these two weeks of resources, the strong and readable storyline of the book of Ruth will make it easy to carry the series through to four weeks. At least, suggest to your congregation that they all sit down and read the whole story at home. I’ve included a few Bible study questions below.
Ancient customs

The inclusion of several ancient customs add colour to the story of Ruth:

· The kinsman redeemer. Under the law of redemption, a childless widow could expect the brother of the deceased man, or a near relative, to take her as his wife. The first child of the new marriage would be considered as the child of the deceased husband and would keep alive the family name. By extension, and a bit of imagination, some Christians have seen Boaz as a “type” of Christ who acts as redeemer for his bride, the church.
· “Let’s go to the gate.” Boaz went to the gate to sort things out with the closer relative (Ruth 4.1). In ancient Israel the city gate was the place of trade and business. The civic leaders conducted their legal and community affairs there. A common turn of phrase was “let’s go to the gate for advice.” When Jesus declared, “I will build my church and the gates of hell will not overcome it” (Matthew 16.18), he meant that the church will continue despite any evil plans, schemes and ideas that may arise.
· “Hand the sandal.” Another custom of ancient Israel, which seems rather quaint, was the handing of the sandal. While we might say, “let’s shake hands on that”, Naomi’s next-of-kin took off his sandal and handed it to Boaz as a sign of their agreement together (Ruth 4.7-8). There is an extension of this practice laid out in Deuteronomy 25.8-10 where, if a man refused to take responsibility for his deceased brother’s wife, she was to go to the gate and, in front of the town leaders, pull off his sandal and spit in his face. From then on his family would be known as “the family of the man whose sandal was pulled off.”
· The blessing – “May you be as famous as Perez.” This was part of the blessing that the town leaders pronounced on Boaz. Perez was the great, great, great, great granddad of Boaz. The interesting thing about his mention is that he was born after his mother Tamar had lost her first husband. Then, having no children, she claimed the right of redemption from her father-in-law, Judah. You can read the spicy story in Genesis 38.



	Preaching Thoughts and Questions

	You will remember from last week that Ruth lived in Moab where she met her husband after he had arrived there with his family from Israel.
Although there were cultural differences, Ruth grew very close to her husband’s family. But tragedy struck. First her husband’s father died, then her husband and his brother also died. 

Her mother-in-law Naomi said, “There’s nothing for me here now. I’m heading back to Israel.”

When Ruth said, “I’ll go with you,” Naomi’s response was, “You stay here with your family and your people.”

But Ruth pledged, “I will go where you go, I will live where you live; your people will be my people, your God will be my God. I will die where you die and be buried beside you. May the Lord punish me if we are separated by anything but death.”

So, the two widows headed back to Bethlehem in Israel. They had to survive somehow. It was harvest time, so Ruth started to glean grain in the fields. 
During this time Ruth got talking, on more than one occasion, to the owner of the land, a man called Boaz. He obviously took a shine to her. He spoke kindly to her, gave her food and protection, insisted that she only work in his fields… and made sure that her gleaning was a most fruitful enterprise. 

Naomi read this situation and developed a daring plan. “Boaz,” she explained to Ruth, “is a close relation of my late husband. In our culture the custom is that widows marry their late husband’s next of kin. Any resulting children are raised as though they belonged to the late husband. So here’s the plan: Take a bath, put on perfume and your best clothes, visit Boaz at night and you propose marriage.”

That’s what Ruth did.

Boaz was flattered and delighted. He loved Ruth, but she was so much younger than him that he thought she would want someone her own age. But there was one problem that Ruth and Naomi apparently didn’t know about. Boaz knew of a closer relation who had prior right to Ruth’s hand in marriage. 
Boaz said, “I’ll sort this out. If the other man doesn’t want to marry you, then I promise that I will.”

“Oh no!” thought Ruth. “I don’t need this!”

She returned to Naomi who said, “Be patient. A higher hand than yours and mine is leading. Wait and see.”

Boaz headed to the city gate to sort things out with the closer relative. When the man appeared Boaz called him over, “Come, sit down. There is something I need to discuss with you.” Boaz called over ten elders (to make up a quorum for legal business) then said, “Remember your relation Elimelech, who lived here years ago and emigrated to Moab with his wife Naomi and their sons?” 
“Yeah.”

“Well, he died. And the widow Naomi is back here again seeking to sell her husband’s land. So since you are the next-of-kin you have prior claim. Do you want to buy it?”

The relation’s answer was quick and determined, “Yeah, sure, I’ll redeem the land.” Boaz’s heart skipped a beat.

As in many cultures, the land was very important. Maybe this was the reason that the land was mentioned before the woman. On the other hand, perhaps Boaz was scheming and trying to control the out-come.
Anyway, Boaz now brought out the decisive factor. “There’s just one other thing. If you redeem the land you also assume full responsibility for redeeming Naomi’s widowed daughter-in-law, Ruth, by marrying her. Oh, and did I mention that Ruth is a Moabite?”
All of a sudden the relation’s enthusiasm for the deal dies. His second response is just as quick as his first. “If that’s the case, I’ve changed my mind. A man has to be a bit concerned for his inheritance you know.” (The property would remain as the inheritance of Ruth’s first husband’s family. Presumably he is also thinking, “Me marry a despised Moabite, a stranger what’s more, and introduce Moabite blood into my family – pollute the purity of my family line – I don’t think so!”)

Boaz is thinking, “Yes!!” The way was now clear for Boaz to claim the lovely Ruth as his young bride, and of course to redeem Naomi’s land himself. At the back of it all is God’s sovereign power, working out his eternal purposes through frail people who are committed to his will. 
Boaz declared to the town leaders and everyone else, “You are my witnesses today that I have redeemed Naomi’s property and I publicly announce my intention to marry the Moabite, Ruth. The town leaders pronounced this blessing on Boaz, “May your wife have many children like the wives of Jacob (from whom the nation of Israel was said to have descended). May you be a rich man in your tribe of Ephrathah and an important man in your town of Bethlehem. And may you be as famous as Perez, the son of Tamar and Judah.”
Ruth and Boaz got married and it wasn’t long before there was news of a child on the way. This brought them great joy. A baby boy was born to them who they named Obed, which means “servant”. The baby was not just a blessing to Ruth and Boaz. Naomi was especially blessed, because she had a grandchild. The women said to her, “That girl Ruth loves you so much she has been better to you than seven sons.” Naomi loved Obed and looked after him. The people in the neighbourhood called him “Naomi’s boy.”

When the boy Obed grew up, he had a son called Jesse. Jesse was the father of King David, the greatest king Israel ever had. The Bible calls David “a man after God’s own heart.”

So it was that Ruth, the despised Moabite, became the great grandmother of King David. It’s a lovely story to lead into the season of Advent . You will recall in the story of the Nativity that Joseph and Mary had to go to Bethlehem for the census because Joseph was a descendant of King David. In the genealogy of Jesus Ruth’s name appears (Matthew 1.5) because she was Jesus’ ancestor. Those place names from the Ruth story (in bold above) become part of the Nativity story.
“Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are one of the smallest towns in Judah, but out of you I will bring a ruler for Israel, whose family line goes back to ancient times’ (Micah 5.2)
Through the story of Ruth we can see two attitudes to having faith when the world is mixed up: 

     One says, “Preserve me”.

     The other says, “Use me”.

This is relevant to us because we live in an even more mixed-up world than Ruth did. There are people of faith whose prayer to God is, “Preserve me”. Confronted with a variety of people with different beliefs from their own, they build up walls in an attempt to keep out the impurity and keep true to their faith. The closer relative of Naomi was like this.
“What, marry a Moabite?” he thought, “I don’t think so… I’ve got my good name to think of. What would future generations think?”

What was his good name? We don’t know! He is the un-named player in the story. The person of little significance!

The irony of the story is that the one who he thought would muddy his good name, Ruth, gives her name to the book. She is an ancestor of the Messiah. And we still remember her and honour her thousands of years later.

The alternative view as we face a mixed up world is to say to God, “Use me”.

What if God loved the people of Moab as much as the people of Israel? That was the issue for these people. Did God love the nations, or was he just intent on preserving his people? 

What if God loved the Americans and much as the Arabs? What if he loved the atheists as much as the Christians? What if he loved the immoral as much as the pure? What if the Redeemer wanted you and me to be in the middle of this mixed up world as a redeeming influence? What if it was his specific plan that you have the neighbours you have, and work alongside the people you do?

“But I’m not a person of influence who is going to change much,” you might think, “Nobody would call me an evangelist.”

If that’s what you think, then maybe you are just the sort of person that God wants to use.  Who did God use in our story?

     The widow from a despised race.

What did she do?

     She simply said to her mother-in-law, “I commit myself to you and to your 

     God.”

What happened?

     She became the ancestor of the Messiah.

So can God use you and me?

     You betcha – if we are available.

God watches over his people. Even though there are times when things are difficult and everything seems to be falling apart, his work is to restore. That doesn’t mean we will get instant answers. Ruth certainly didn’t. 
God hasn’t finished with us. He wants to use us where we are.



	Illustrations / Stories
CEV= Contemporary English Version of the Bible

	Family tree maker
Get someone from the congregation who is interested in genealogy, or who has family tree software on their computer, to talk about making family trees. Ask them to bring a print-out to show, and to speak of any particularly interesting characters in their family tree.  
Now show Ruth’s family tree (below) and explain how in Matthew 1 it is connected to Jesus. Tamar, Rahab and Ruth are mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus to show the inclusiveness of God’s grace and to break down exclusivity. In this way Matthew’s purpose is similar to that of the author of the book of Ruth. 

The family tree points to David and then on to Jesus. Look at the names in Ruth 4.11-12 (Ephrathah, Bethlehem, Judah) and compare with the passage that we associate with Christmas in Micah 5.2.
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Get your Boaz

When things didn’t seem to be straight-forward in her relationship with Boaz, Ruth followed Naomi’s advice to “Just be patient and don’t worry about what will happen” (Ruth 3.18 CEV). Those that rush into new relationships may find themselves hooked-up with one of the less attractive relations of Boaz: Lyin-az, Drunk-az, Lazy-az, or Cheatin-az.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Aliens and strangers
This track from DeGarmo and Key’s album The Pledge (1989) expands on the Bible passage where Peter addresses Christians as “aliens and strangers in the world” (I Peter 2.11 NIV). It could be used to introduce the idea of Ruth being an “alien” in a new land.  Listen on YouTube Read the lyrics. And in a similar vein…
E.T. The extra-terrestrial (1982 - PG)
This is a Spielburg masterpiece that won four Academy awards and, for the ten years after its release, held the record for the highest grossing movie. The plot concerns a lonely boy (played by Henry Thomas) who discovers and befriends a stranded extra-terrestrial. It also stars Drew Barrymore. A clip from this movie would be a great introduction to Ruth’s arrival as an alien in an unfamiliar environment.

	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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Jed
	What chance does a new-comer and outsider have of integrating into your community?
Ruth was an alien – a new arrival from another culture. She didn’t have a clue what to do, or how to act. It was a matter of survival. It was only with Naomi’s help that Ruth was able to integrate into Jewish society. 

Jed has just arrived from planet Aaark. He hasn’t got a clue about what is appropriate behaviour in your church community. What does he need to know about how he should act? 

Project a picture of him (or print it in your order of service sheet or newsletter). He has decided to attend your church but everyone sitting in rows and being quiet and serious seems a bit foreign to him. Ask your congregation to respond to the following questions that are in Jed’s mind, and are worrying him:
· What is the appropriate thing for me to wear when I come to church?

· Is it okay for me to bring a snack or a drink bottle with me?

· Is it okay for me to ask questions or make comments to the person next to me during the service?

· Can I sit anywhere? 
· Will people think badly of me if I pop out of the building to take a break during the service, then come back in again?

· How much does it cost to attend this church?

· Do I have to stand up and sing when everyone else does?
· Will there be someone to advise me if I don’t know what to do with the bread and the wine?

· Will people just talk to their friends after the service, or will someone come to chat with me?

· Would these people rather I stayed away?


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
All that I have and all that I am S4 1708

And Jesus said FFS 1

Behold the darkness shall cover CMP 36

Blest be the tie that binds H&P 754; CMP 60
Darkness like a shroud CMP 110

God is working his purpose out MHB 812; H&P 769; CMP 189
I will serve you (words and score available from musicnotes) 

Jesus loves the little children (words and score available free from hymnary.org)
Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; S1 297

Lord I will SIS 313         
Lord, speak to me that I may speak  MHB 781; H&P 553; CMP 444

Make me a channel of your peace H&P 776; CMP 456; S1 348
My gracious Lord WOV 483; H&P 741

O the deep deep love of Jesus CMP 522; S1 414

O thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416

Our God we know your providence WOV 118

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty MHB 64; WOV 28; H&P 16; CMP 564; S2 945

Seek ye first the kingdom of God WOV 635; H&P 138; SIS 96; CMP 590; S1 447
Serve you the Lord WOV 100

Take my life MHB 400; WOV 520; H&P 705; CMP 624; S1 468

The Kingdom is within you AA 137

This is my desire CMP 1013; S1 515



	Prayers
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	Collects 
The widow’s offering                             Psalm 127; Mark 12:38-44
Generous God,

We invite you to build the house.

We invite you to guard the city.

We eat the bread of anxious toil,

we need your sustenance.

Open our hearts, our minds, and our wallets

to contribute with costly giving,

as Jesus did,

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Lord of creation, 

you give new life and strength to our faith.

Grant that we may recognise your presence 

in all life and history, 

and face our trials with serenity and peace. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Generous God,
the earth and everything in it is yours.
The world and all its people belong to you.
You laid the earth’s foundation 

and we acknowledge you as the great Creator.
We come this morning from our self-centredness

and seek God-awareness.
We come from a week of selfish ambition

to be reminded again of your will

and the needs of our brothers and sisters who share our planet.
We acknowledge you as the wonderful Saviour.
We come giving you our wayward thoughts:

Our anxieties and our apathy,
our doubts and our certainties.
We come to hear your call,
to praise you as the glorious king

and to taste your abundant life.
Amen.
© Andrew Gamman
Psalm 127
Unless the Lord builds a house,
    the work of the builders is wasted.

Unless the Lord protects a city,
    guarding it with sentries will do no good.

 It is useless for you to work so hard
    from early morning until late at night,
    anxiously working for food to eat;
    for God gives rest to his loved ones.

Children are a gift from the Lord;
    they are a reward from him.

Children born to a young man
    are like arrows in a warrior’s hands.
How joyful is the man whose quiver is full of them!
    He will not be put to shame 

    when he confronts his accusers at the city gates

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Sharing of cultural customs
Get one or two of the immigrant families in your congregation to share some of the customs from their homeland that they value (and maybe now miss). Perhaps there are special customs around welcome, hospitality, courtship, marriage or the birth of a new baby.
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	Bible Study

Ctrl+Click to follow link

[image: image6.jpg]



Peasant woman stooping and gleaning
Vincent Van Gogh

1885


	Ruth Chapter 2    Gleaning 

Read 
Leviticus 19.9&10


Leviticus 23.22


Deuteronomy 24.19-22

Who were the gleanings for?

Why?

What is our equivalent?
“As it happened…” Ruth 2.3. What does the passage say to us about coincidence?

Can you think of times when a ‘coincidental’ meeting or event for you was clearly God’s hand at work?
Ruth chapter 3   Naomi’s plan

Naomi’s plan hits a snag in Ruth 3.12. This was totally unexpected. Can you relate to having everything planned, then something unexpected coming up last minute?

What should you do?

What was Naomi’s advice in Ruth 3.18?
Ruth chapter 4    Inclusion
Ruth’s acceptance by Boaz and her marriage to him (Ruth 4.13) grafts her into the Jewish community. She becomes the great grand-mother of King David and is included in the genealogy of Jesus.
Look at the names of the other women in Matthew’s genealogy. What do we know about Tamar? (see Genesis 38)
What do we know about Rahab? (see Joshua 2)
Rahab was the mother of Boaz. Do you think this explains why Boaz was so accepting of Ruth?

How can we pass inclusive attitudes on to our children?


	Children
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	Foreign customs
Bring along some objects from another country. (Things like an unusually shaped coin, a kava-bowl, a kangaroo road-sign, a lei, chop-sticks or what-ever you can lay your hands on.) Talk to the children about how important it is to know the local customs when you are in a different country. You could mention things like tipping, driving on the right-hand side of the road, eating with chop-sticks or with your fingers. 
If you have children who have come from other cultures, or who have travelled overseas, get them to share from their own experience.

In the book of Ruth, we get to read the story of Ruth arriving in a foreign land. They had some unusual customs… like, instead of shaking hands on an agreement or putting their signature on a form, they would hand someone a sandal. (You could read this in Ruth 4.8. Bringing a sandal as a visual aid it will add interest.)
Ruth was very fortunate to have people to help her when she arrived in her new country. Boaz made sure that she was safe and she didn’t fall in with a bad crowd. Naomi taught her about the local customs. 
Lots of people from other countries are arriving in New Zealand to live here. You’ve probably got some at your school. We can be like Naomi and Boaz by being good friends and helping them to fit in.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	The book of Ruth in Christian art:

· Les Glaneuses (The Gleaners) by Jean-François Millet 1857.
· Ruth gleaning  byJacques-Joseph Tissot 1836-1902.
· Naomi entreating Ruth and Orpah by William Blake 1795.
· Summer- Boaz and Ruth by Nicolas Poussin 1593-1665.
Cartoons from reverendfun:
· Handing the sandal
· Ruth-less Boaz
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
9
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