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Sunday 11 March 2012
Easter Songs  

3. The heavens reveal God
Year B - Lent 3 - 21B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Exodus 20.1-17 God gave the people ten commandments for living together as the community of his people.
Psalm 19 The wonders of God are declared by the universe he has created. The Lord will always be worshipped. He forgives our sins and his law gives us new life. David responds by praying, “Let my words and my thoughts be pleasing to you, Lord.”
1 Corinthians 1.18-25 The message about Christ dying on a cross is God’s power for us who are being saved but nonsense to those who are lost. We don’t get to know God by human wisdom but by the message of Christ crucified.
John 2.13-22 Jesus drives the traders and money-changers out of the temple, over-turning their tables. He tells them, “Don’t make my Father’s house a marketplace.” He then tells the Jews, “destroy this temple and in three days I’ll build it again.” They didn’t realise he was talking about his body which would be raised from death.


	Introduction / Background
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	Today is the third Sunday of Lent. An outline of the “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” Lenten series “Easter Songs” is printed below and additional resources, including last year’s material, are available from the NZ Methodist website. 
     26 February – Guidance and pardon (Psalm 25)

     4 March – Suffering (Psalm 22)
     11 March – The heavens reveal God (Psalm 19)

     18 March – Rescued by God (Psalm 107) 

     25 March – Reconciliation (Psalm 51) 

     1 April Palm Sunday (Psalm 118)

     5 April Maundy Thursday – Tenebrae: a service of shadows

     6 April Good Friday – Contemplate the cross (John 18.1-19.42)

     8 April Easter Sunday – Celebrate the resurrection (Mark 16.1-8)
Natural theology

Natural theology is a term we use to describe what we can know about God by means of observation and reason. For those with eyes to see, the vastness of the universe points to a greater power beyond. So it is that the psalmist in today’s reading reasons, “The heavens keep telling the wonders of God, and the skies declare what he has done.” By such a view, scientific study complements our faith. 
Along these lines David Bell writes, “The natural world is one of the best places to start thinking about what the Christian faith is all about. It may seem odd today, but nature has been the starting point for thinking about faith for thousands of years… it only takes an instant to recapture what we have lost, feelings of awe and reverence about the natural world that are often a prelude to faith.”


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Some movies that you may consider screening over Lent and Easter:
· Chocolat (2000 - M). A mother and her young daughter arrive in a small French village and open a chocolatiere during Lent, provoking the ire of the devout mayor. Raises the issue of compassion verses legalism. Nominated for five Academy awards. .
· Godspell (1973 - G). A movie adaptation of the musical. Based on Matthew’s gospel but set in New York City. 
· Jesus Christ Superstar (1973 - M). The movie based on the Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice rock opera – an oldie, but the music stands the test of time. Remade 2000 with Rik Mayall and Glenn Carter. Both M.
· Jesus of Montreal (1989 - M). A group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ. As such it intersects with our Lenten themes. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.) 
· Jesus the Movie (1979 - G). A two hour classic life of Christ based on Luke’s gospel (in KJV English) which was made as an evangelistic tool. Now available in over 1000 languages. 
· The Miracle Maker (2000 - PG). An engaging animation of the life of Christ. The expressiveness of the characters gives an uncanny realism. Will be enjoyed by all people of ages. 
· The Passion of the Christ (2004 - R15). Mel Gibson’s (writer and director) powerful portrayal of the death of Christ is a bit stark and graphic for the kids. The New Zealand censors gave it an R16 certificate – then reduced it to R15. It covers the last twelve hours of Christ’s life. Received generally good reviews (nominated for three Academy awards). In Aramaic, Latin and Hebrew with English subtitles.

· Son of God (2008 - PG). Tom Wright acts as a consultant to this three part BBC documentary which draws on historical, scientific and archaeological research and uses computer graphics to recreate the world of Christ. Part homage to Christ and part homage to science. Total running time 150 minutes. 
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Visual Aids
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	Make a Slide show
If you use, or can borrow, a data projector get a child to make a PowerPoint slide show for your worship service today. Most children are doing this as part of their education from primary school age and it’s a really good thing to include the use of their skills in our worship. You want to end up with a series of pictures depicting the grandeur of space. (see PowerPoint section below for ideas). Either overlay the words of the responsive psalm over the pictures or print them out to read to the accompaniment of the slide show.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Marvel at the heavens
“The heavens keep telling the wonders of God,” Psalm 19.1.

Around 150 BCE the ancient Greek star gazer Hipparchus looked up into the sky and estimated that there were a total of around 3,000 stars, all revolving around the earth. Later, Ptolemy calculated that the number was larger than that, but not greatly. These early astronomers were in fact quite close to the number of stars that are visible to the human eye on a clear night, in the Northern Hemisphere. 

We now know, that when we look into the night sky, what we are seeing is mixture of planets and suns. Some of the ones that look to us to be the largest are in fact planets and quite little by comparison. Our planet is 12,800km in diameter and is not the centre of anything. It’s relatively small. The closest star, our sun, is much bigger. It would take one million earths to fill up our sun. And our sun is only average in size. Some stars are giants in comparison. We also know that the number of stars visible to the naked eye is but a tiny fraction of the total. Our solar system lives on the outer fringes of a galaxy called the Milky Way. In our galaxy alone there are some 100,000 million suns beside our own. 
Out beyond the Milky Way are thousands of millions of galaxies. If you look from earth to the constellation known as the pot or the big dipper, just within the space defined by the bowl of the pot, so far, astronomers have found nearly a million galaxies.
Nobody knows in total how many stars there are. Some astronomers now guess that the number is about 10 to the 25th power. That’s 10 with 25 zeros following! Counting at the rate of 20 stars per second, it would take you at least 100 million billion years to count them all! And all that makes up our universe. But there is also speculation now that it’s not just a universe… it’s a multiverse.
Does that make you marvel at the power of our creator God and reflect that maybe we are not quite the masters of the universe that we sometimes think we are? In all ages, people of many cultures all over the globe, have looked to the sky and marveled at the display of God’s craftsmanship.
Delight in God’s word

Looking into the heavens his not the only way something of God is revealed to us. 

So the psalmist continues…“The Law of the Lord is perfect; it gives us new life.” 

(Psalm 19.7)

When we hear the word “law”, it may bring to our minds negative thoughts of rules and legalism. Just as a wayward school boy delights in breaking the rules and getting away with it – we tend to find delight and freedom in bending the rules a little, if not breaking them. So it seems strange to us that the psalmist should talk of the Law making our hearts glad (Psalm 19.8) and giving us new life (19.7) and light (19.8).
What is this Law to which David refers? In the First Testament the Law represents all that God wants us to know of himself and his purposes for us. It consists of the “teachings” (19.7), “instruction” (19.8), “commands” (19.8) and “decisions” (19.9) of God. These are given to us to provide the wisdom to live rightly and fully. Without them we sail though life rather like a rudderless yacht. 
In the New Testament this Law is “enfleshed” in the person of Jesus. As the Apostle John describes it, he is the “Word” who has become a human being (John1.14). His teaching and example are the light we need to guide us on our way. Rather than receiving a list of repressive regulations, to discover Christ is to find a new and abundant life (Psalm 19.7, John 10.10). 
The result of finding out more about God and his will for us is that we also find out about ourselves. Whereas the stars reveal God’s power, the Law reveals his holiness. Reflecting on it makes the psalmist, and us, aware of our own faultiness and causes us to…

Respond in prayer
Especially during this season of Lent, it is appropriate to prayerfully think about how we are getting on in our journey of faith. We need to know if we are being obedient to Christ’s call to follow him. So it is appropriate to ask God:

     What is it that you are presently calling me to do and be?
     When and where have I missed responding to this calling?

The final verses of the psalm tell of God’s grace and forgiveness. It is particularly interesting that the psalmist asks forgiveness for sins committed both inadvertently (19.12) and on purpose (19.13). It’s a reminder that even when we have the best intentions we don’t always get it right. 
Having begun with the magnificence of the heavens, then turned to the wisdom of the Law, we end our study of the psalm on a personal note. We are encouraged to ask God to guide both our words and thoughts so that those things that we say, and even the things that we think about, are pleasing and acceptable him.
     “Let the words of my mouth 
      and the mediation of my heart
      be acceptable to you

      O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.” (Psalm 19.14)


	Illustrations / Stories
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	Wipe the board

It started when my oldest two children were toddlers and we had a chalk board in our home. They loved drawing then, later on, they loved writing on it. Of course all of us make mistakes, and this is particularly true of little ones learning to write or draw. Their perfectionist tendencies meant that the “duster” was frequently in use. As soon as a mistake was realised the chant went up “wipe the board, wipe the board.”

It wasn’t long before this procedure for dealing with mistakes was transferred to behaviour beyond drawing and writing on the chalk board. Any mistake, be it a neglected chore or an angry word was greeted with “wipe the board, wipe the board.” It’s a lovely illustration of the way God’s forgiveness works. John, the apostle puts it this way, “if we admit our sins—make a clean breast of them—he won't let us down; he'll be true to himself. He'll forgive our sins and purge us of all wrongdoing” and King David in today’s psalm prays, “Clean the slate, God, so we can start the day fresh!” (1 John 1.9 and Psalm 19.12 The Message)
Quotes

“If our public words and our meditation are acceptable in the Lord’s sight, we have succeeded as heralds, witnesses and teachers; if in private they are acceptable, we have by God’s grace succeeded in life.”

JRP Sclater, The Interpreter’s Bible Vol 4 (New York: Abingdon, 1955) p107.
Lord of all space, all constellations vast,

we stand amazed at your creative task:

the stars the sun, the moon, and this fair earth,

your glory show in their celestial birth.

Norman E Brookes, With Heart and Voice 36


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
All creatures of our God and king MHB 28; WOV 3; H&P 329; CMP 7; S2 614

All heaven declares CMP 14; S1 8

As the deer pants SIS 460; CMP 37; S1 27

Great ring of light  AA 57  

In my life Lord SIS 577; CMP335; S1 230
Jesus shall reign MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379; S3 1376

Let all creation  SIS 570

Let justice roll down AA 85

Let the words of my mouth SIS 124
Lord of all space WHV 36
May the anger of Christ be mine FFS 48
O Lord my God CMP 506; S1 396
Our God is an awesome God CMP 1005; S1 418

O worship the king MHB 8; WOV 67; H&P 28; CMP 528; S1 425

Praise him, praise him, God of creation SIS 131
Speaking up  HIOS 126
The heavens declare (Watts) MHB 802; WOV 330; H&P 481

The heavens declare (Silver) CMP 648

The heavens shall declare S1 480 (listen on YouTube)

The heavens they preach S2 981

The spacious firmament MHB 44; H&P 339
When the music fades CMP 1016; S1 576

Where the love of God is guiding FFS 76
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	Collect
John 2:13-22

Is not the efficient way to clean out the temple

to contract it out?  What was Jesus thinking of?
God, I long for the gift of love.

Let it pervade all I do.

Let it keep the institutions in check.

Let it foster collaborating.

May I find it is all I need.

Save me from the lure of the marketplace,

and those wizards who conjure illusions.

Offer me again those gifts not for sale,

that I may worship in the true temple:

following Jesus Christ, 

the man for all, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
The wonders of God and the goodness of his law

The heavens keep telling the wonders of God, 

and the skies declare what he has done. 
Each day informs the following day; 

each night announces to the next. 
They don't speak a word, 

and there is never the sound of a voice. 

Yet their message reaches all the earth, 

and it travels around the world. 
In the heavens a tent is set up for the sun. 

It rises like a bridegroom 

and gets ready like a hero eager to run a race. 

It travels all the way across the sky. 

Nothing hides from its heat. 

The Law of the Lord is perfect; 

it gives us new life. 

His teachings last forever, 

and they give wisdom to ordinary people. 

The Lord's instruction is right; 

it makes our hearts glad. 

His commands shine brightly, 

and they give us light. 

Worshiping the Lord is sacred; 

he will always be worshiped. 

All of his decisions are correct and fair. 

They are worth more than the finest gold 

and are sweeter than honey from a honeycomb. 

By your teachings, Lord, I am warned; 

by obeying them, I am greatly rewarded. 

None of us know our faults. 

Forgive me when I sin without knowing it. 

Don't let me do wrong on purpose, Lord, 

or let sin have control over my life. 

Then I will be innocent, and not guilty of some terrible fault. 

Let my words and my thoughts 

be pleasing to you, Lord, 

because you are my mighty rock and my protector. 

Psalm 19 Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Canticle of Brother Sun
Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord,
All praise is yours, all glory, honour and blessings.
To you alone, Most High, do they belong;
no mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your Name.
We praise you, Lord, for all your creatures,
especially for Brother Sun,
who is the day through whom you give us light.
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour,
of you Most High, he bears your likeness. 
We praise you, Lord, for Sister Moon and the stars,
in the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair. 
We praise you, Lord, for Brothers Wind and Air,
fair and stormy, all weather's moods,
by which you cherish all that you have made. 
We praise you, Lord, for Sister Water,
so useful, humble, precious and pure. 
We praise you, Lord, for Brother Fire,
through whom you light the night.
He is beautiful, playful, robust, and strong. 
We praise you, Lord, for Sister Earth,
who sustains us
with her fruits, coloured flowers, and herbs. 
We praise you, Lord, for those who pardon,
for love of you bear sickness and trial.
Blessed are those who endure in peace,
by you Most High, they will be crowned. 
We praise you, Lord, for Sister Death,
from whom no-one living can escape.
Woe to those who die in their sins!
Blessed are those that She finds doing your will.
No second death can do them harm. 
We praise and bless you, Lord, and give you thanks,
and serve you in all humility.
St Francis of Assisi – Public Domain

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw
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	God is like a rock
Today I’ve brought a rock along to show you. In our psalm today King David says to God, “You are my mighty rock” (Psalm 19.14). Actually there are a lot of places in the Bible where God is likened to a rock. Because we can’t see God we have to think of things that he is like to describe him. In another psalm David says that God is like a shepherd. What he means is that God cares for us like a shepherd cares for his sheep. But how is God like a rock? It’s a difficult question. Any ideas? 
Jesus told a story about someone who built a house on sand. Do you sometimes stand in the shallows at the beach and feel your feet sink into the sand when a wave comes in? Imagine if a house was built there. When the waves came in they would wash away the foundations and the house would fall down. Jesus said that a wise person would build their house on a rock. Then it would be strong and secure. 
This rock is quite solid. It’s not going to change if we move it. It’s not going to suddenly wear out! Rocky beach-lines remain relatively constant, but sandy beaches are always changing shape. 

When the Bible says that God is like a rock it means that he is reliable, strong and dependable and we can trust him.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com
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	Google images for space.
Space pictures from the hubble telescope.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
7

