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Sunday 1 July 2012
Dare to Touch 

Year B - Pentecost 5 - 45B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	2 Samuel 1.1, 17-27 When King Saul and Jonathan died, David sang a song as a tribute to their lives as warriors. “Jonathan, I miss you most! I loved you like a brother.”
Psalm 130 This is a prayer asking the Lord for help and forgiveness in a time of trouble. The Lord is merciful and has power to save.
2 Corinthians 8.7-15 In light of the needs of the poor in the Jerusalem church, Paul encourages the Corinthians to be generous and to give according to what they have.
Mark 5.21-43 Jairus asked Jesus to help his dying daughter. On the way to her, Jesus healed a haemorrhaging woman. News then arrived that the daughter of Jairus had died, but Jesus continued to her home and raised her from death.


	Introduction / Background
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RSV = Revised Standard Version of the Bible
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
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45B?
	Parallel accounts
By following the gospel readings from the lectionary we are now in the middle of a seven-week series from Mark’s gospel. The whole series looks like this:

June 10
A Kingdom divided

Mark 3.20-35

June 17
A story about seeds

Mark 4.26-34

June 24
A storm


Mark 4.25-41

July 1

Dare to touch


Mark 5.21-43

July 8

Sending the twelve

Mark 6.1-13

July 15

John the Baptist

Mark 6.14-29

July 22

Sheep without a shepherd     
Mark 6.30-34, 53-56
When there is an account of things happening in Jesus’ ministry that occurs in more than one gospel it is always an interesting study to see how the parallel accounts accord or differ with one another. Today’s passage from Mark is also found in Matthew 9.18-26 and Luke 8.40-56. The first three gospels record things in similar way and, for this reason, are known as the synoptic gospels. A larger church, where I once served on the pastoral team, had a very successful class for new Christians based solely on studying the gospel parallels of the different events in the life of Christ.
This very useful web tool is worth saving in your favourites. It comes from The Department for the Study of Religion, University of Toronto, uses RSV, and allows you to see the different gospel accounts alongside one another in parallel columns. 
The story of the woman with a haemorrhage gives us a lovely example of the character of the gospel writers coming through into their text. Mark records that the poor suffering woman “had gone to many doctors, and they had not done anything except cause her a lot of pain. She had paid them all the money she had. But instead of getting better, she only got worse.” (Mark 5.26 CEV) Luke, the physician, will have no such slurs on his profession in his gospel. He simply states of the doctors that “none of them could make her well.” (Luke 8.43)
A story within a story

It is a characteristic of Mark’s writing style to present a story within a story. There are a couple of technical literary terms for this, but the word “sandwich” describes it quite well. We have already met this technique in the first message in this series (Mark 3.20-35) when Jesus’ exchange with the Teachers of the Law from Jerusalem was contained within the story of his family coming to see him. The way Mark writes, each of the stories told in this way helps to interpret the other. Today’s example is even clearer, with the healing of the haemorrhaging woman contained within the story of Jairus’ daughter. In this “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” I have opted to follow only one of the two stories in today’s text – the story of the woman who dared to touch Christ. This passage lends itself to offering prayer for healing following the service or during communion. 
A suggestion for an alternative First Testament reading from David Poultney.                                                 Instead of the lectionary text, look at Genesis 32.22-32 in which Jacob wrestles with a stranger and discovers he has wrestled with God. He is wounded by the encounter and the tension between his wounding and the healing of the woman with the haemorrhage is a strong image of the Christian life. To encounter God must be to be wounded in some way, as we are not left unchanged, yet it is this encounter which is also our healing.
Those numbers at the top of the file

From this week a new number appears at the top of each edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”. In today’s case it is 45B. This numbering system comes from the COCU (Consultation on Church Union) Lectionary.  
As we will soon have completed a three year cycle of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” I was looking for some way of cross-referencing to previous material. With several of the Christian feasts being moveable, today’s Year B Pentecost 5 readings may be quite different from those three years ago or those in three years time. 
This is where the COCU system comes in. It includes every possible Sunday and special day in numerical order and is consistent across years.  This means that in some years, certain numbers are skipped over, but the same numbers refer to the same set of readings every time. Thank you to Robyn Allen Gouge for pointing me to this helpful means of referencing. When I get time I’ll go back and re-number all the previous copies so that they can be easily accessed from the archives on the Methodist website.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	An encounter with Christ
How easy it is for us as church leaders to glibly talk about having an encounter with Christ. Too much of church life is just talk. Here we are in the busyness of the week, with a host of things to do, deadlines to be met and a church service that needs to be prepared. We have a quick look through some resource material and hope the service will come together quickly for this Sunday. 
But wait a minute. 

If we seek to run a service on the theme of touching Christ without having such an encounter ourselves, our words are bound to have a hollow ring! 
Stop. 
Pray. 
Let us ask the risen Christ to meet us, touch us, and inspire us as we seek to bring his word to the congregation of his people. 
Are there other areas where we really need his touch? Let us seek the encounter with him that has the power to transform.
The Miracle Maker (2000 - PG). This is an engaging clay model animation movie of the life of Christ. The expressiveness of the characters gives it an uncanny realism and it will be enjoyed by people of all ages. Included are the stories from today’s gospel reading. The whole movie can be viewed on YouTube in seven parts. Cue 6 minutes 30 seconds in to Part 3 to pick up the stories of Jairus’ daughter and the haemorrhaging woman.
A couple of U2 songs related to touch
· Numb from the Zooropa album (1993) is a rather strange track with a video that is even stranger. There is a clever Lego version on YouTube. Vocals are by The Edge… 
“If you feel you're getting bored
I feel numb
I feel numb
Too much is not enough
I feel numb”
· Beautiful Day is one of the better known U2 songs off the All that you can’t leave behind album (2000) 
“Touch me
Take me to that other place
Reach me
I know I'm not a hopeless case”
Read all the lyrics. Watch on YouTube. 
He touched me

This gospel song was written by Bill Gaither in 1963. A quick browse of the YouTube site will turn up a host of interesting live renditions in African-American churches, where it is obviously a favourite. Read the lyrics. These links will take you to versions by Elvis Presley and the composer Gaither Vocal Band


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Touch someone

Include a blank “in appreciation” card with your newsletter today. Suggest that everyone could reach out and touch someone this week by filling in the card and sending it. Allow a moment in the service for people to think of (or pray about) a friend, neighbour, church worker, family member, work colleague or someone who would be encouraged by receiving such a note.
Set up a station on the theme of touch
Depending on the size of your congregation you may need several of these. To prepare get a shoe box and cut away part of the top of one side allowing enough room to put your hand in when it is turned up-side down. Inside the box place some items of different textures like pieces of sheepskin, stone, cling film, sandpaper and aluminium foil. Print out in large type the following instructions:
Touching Christ

Feel
Reach your hand into the box and, without looking, feel the items inside. Can you identify them by touch?
Read from the Bible

A woman who had suffered a condition of haemorrhaging for twelve years—a long succession of physicians had treated her, and treated her badly, taking all her money and leaving her worse off than before—had heard about Jesus. She slipped in from behind and touched his robe. She was thinking to herself, "If I can put a finger on his robe, I can get well." The moment she did it, the flow of blood dried up. She could feel the change and knew her plague was over and done with. 

At the same moment, Jesus felt energy discharging from him. He turned around to the crowd and asked, "Who touched my robe?" 

His disciples said, "What are you talking about? With this crowd pushing and jostling you, you're asking, 'Who touched me?' Dozens have touched you!" 

But he went on asking, looking around to see who had done it. The woman, knowing what had happened, knowing she was the one, stepped up in fear and trembling, knelt before him, and gave him the whole story. Jesus said to her, "Daughter, you took a risk of faith, and now you're healed and whole. Live well, live blessed! Be healed of your plague."  Mark 5.25-34 [The Message (MSG)

Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson]
Consider

Have you ever felt the transforming touch of Christ? Imagine it is you reaching out to touch the robe of Christ. Think of areas of your life in which you need to be touched by the power of God?
Pray 
Ask God for the experience of his transforming touch this week.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
A famous sermon on this text has been published by Peter Marshall in his book Mr Jones meet the Master (London: Peter Davies, 1955) 205-218. I have followed Marshall’s pattern of presentation here. 
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Additional preaching thoughts from David Poultney

You could reflect on this woman’s bravery. She reached out and, technically speaking, defiled Jesus with her touch. She risked further isolation, rebuke and even violence in that cultural context. She needed some self belief, faith to reach out. Who do we exclude? Is everyone really welcome in your church? Do you believe anyone might touch the hem of God’s life there? Perhaps in answering the question we realize there are things we could do differently.

	Who touched my clothes?
Who touched my clothes? Jesus had been walking along the road, crowds pressing in on him from every side - then he stopped and turned and asked, “Who touched my clothes?” The moment was filled with tension and expectation. 

Healing power had gone out from Jesus in response to the need of a poor, suffering and nameless woman. It had brought him to a stop.

Jesus’ words were not meant to be accusing, harsh or cold. 
They suggest to us the possibility of God’s power touching ordinary people like you and me. 

Jesus was in Capernaum by Lake Galilee with the crowd pressed against him by the narrow streets. There was much excitement. The whole group was surging along the way headed to the home of Jairus, the ruler of the local synagogue. Amidst the noise, laughter and barking of dogs everyone in the crowd was curious and captivated by the miracle-working preacher passing through town. 
He was making a particularly powerful impression on the common people. He cared for beggars and outcasts, prostitutes and those suffering with leprosy… and even people that the other religious leaders despised because they had given up on trying to keep God’s Law. It seemed to them that he offered forgiveness, acceptance, another chance, wholeness and a brighter tomorrow. So it was that they flocked to see him, hear him and even to touch him.
He was on his way to the home of Jairus whose little twelve year old daughter was very ill.  Some in the crowd were sure that Jesus’ healing touch would restore the child. Others were not so sure. Either way, curiosity was aroused and it promised to be a very interesting day. 

In the crowd was a woman. She was desperate. Her face was pale and drawn. She had known twelve years of acute suffering. Her condition was some sort of haemorrhage. Her plight was bad enough, but in addition to the physical pain, the Law said that her medical problem made her unclean. She therefore daily experienced the agony of being cut off from her friends and from public worship. She’d gone to the doctor and spent all her money but in the end, rather than getting better, she was worse. So she despaired – for her there seemed to be no relief, no aid, no hope… until she heard of Jesus.

Stories had reached her of lepers who had been made clean. Blind people – even those born blind – who has been given their sight. And the question came into her mind, “He has healed others, could he do the same for me?”

With Jesus presence so near her heart started beating wildly. Surely it was worth a try. But her sickness, her uncleanness was an embarrassment. She couldn’t state it openly in front of the crowd. Full of apprehension she reasoned: 
“I could dare to touch him… 
just touch him. 
Secretly. 
It would be a risk of faith. 
And it could be… 
I could be made well. 
Here’s my chance. 
I could slip into the crowd… approach him from behind. 
Soon he will pass and the opportunity will be gone. 
Why not just touch his clothes as he passes by? 
It might be enough. 
Just to touch his clothes. 
I must touch him.”
So, in desperation, she tried to push her way through the crowd. People, not knowing her need, were in her way. But she forced her way through the crush of bodies. She drew nearer. She must touch him. At last she could see him. He came closer…. And as he passed she stretched out her arm… and with the tip of her finger… she touched the back of his clothes. 
It was enough.

She had touched the healing power of God. 
Then, flowing into her weakened body, came a rush of new life and health and vitality!  She secretly lost herself back into the crowd. No one had noticed… or so she thought… until Jesus stopped, and turned, and said, “Who touched my clothes?”

And the frame froze.

The disciples answered, “What kind of question is that? Look at all these people crowding around you! How can you ask who touched you?”
But Jesus stood his ground. 
The woman knew it was her that he was seeking. So from the crowd, and shaking with fear, she came and knelt down in front of Jesus and confessed, “It was me.”
With a voice filled with compassion and understanding Jesus said, “You are now well because of your faith. May God give you peace! You are healed, and you will no longer be in pain.”
That’s the remarkable story of how the touch of one unnamed woman stopped Christ in his tracks. It became, for her, a life-changing encounter. 

She dared to touch him. 
And so can we. 
This story tells us that God has concern for one needy individual.  It prompts us to ask God to make us whole. One person with faith can reach out and touch him. And there is an opportunity for you to do that today. 
Do you need new hope? Direction? Security? Healing?

Reach out today and touch him.

The risen Christ is here among us. His touch can transform our lives. He still has power to heal us and make us whole. Reach out and touch him. 

While we can make no promise that God’s response will be immediate or miraculous, sometimes it is. What we can be certain of is that God will hear our requests. And things do change as a result of prayer. Whether we are bound by physical illness, mental or emotional afflictions, spiritual problems or broken relationships we can reach out to touch Jesus and ask him to restore us and make us whole.

Things change when we reach out to him. And one way or another we will experience his mercy. Believe with all your heart God cares about you. We must believe that. We can’t doubt it when you look at the cross.  



	Illustrations / Stories
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	Dare to touch
What is it about “Don’t Touch” signs that actually makes people want to disobey? 
A few sign-writers think they know their way around the problem:

· A painter of park benches leaves a sign “Wet pant - don’t touch”. The theory is that people get distracted by the typo and won’t get around to putting their finger-mark in the wet paint. 
· Then there’s a curator of valuable artefacts who, tired of people fingering priceless items despite a sign telling them not to, changed the sign to “Be sure to thoroughly wash your hands after touching”. 
· Some zoos are also getting creative with signs warning people not to touch or feed the animals. “Feed a pigeon – Lose a finger” has got to be one of the more bizarre!
Numb – no sensation of touch
Most of us have experienced the feeling of having a numb jaw after getting an anaesthetic injection during a visit to the dentist. There is also the odd sensation of waking up in the morning with a “dead” arm after sleeping on it. While these temporary losses of sensation can be amusing, some people suffer from diseases that can take way their sense of touch. And, very rarely, people are born with a congenital condition of having no sense of touch. Such a condition is very serious because our sense of touch alerts us to danger – a fact that we are well aware of when we accidentally touch a hot iron or the sharp blade of a knife. 
Similarly, some people seem to be numb to God’s touch. This is also dangerous. To live without the touch of God in our lives is to be totally self-directed and miss the whole point of our existence. 

Introduction of the touch screen
When we start to think of the five senses it is usually the sense of touch that we think of last. Sight, hearing, smell and taste seem to be more obvious somehow. In 2007 touch began to take on a new meaning when Apple was the first to successfully release a touch screen smart phone. From there the user-friendly technology quickly spread to a host of android phones, ipods, e-readers and into personal computing by means of tablets and ipads.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
All hail the power MHB 91; WOV 159; H&P 252; CMP 13; S1 7

All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620

Be still for the presence of the Lord CMP 50; S1 47

Empty, broken here I stand S2 676

Give thanks for life AA 45
Give to our God immortal praise WOV 43; H&P 22; CMP 171

Great and deep the Spirit’s purpose AA 55

Great is your faithfulness H&P 66; CMP 200; S1 138

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds MHB 99; WOV 158; H&P 257; CMP 251;

     S1 190
I bless the Christ of God MHB 112

In Christ alone S3 1311
Heal me O Lord S3 1239
Jesus at your name we bow the knee CMP 355; S1 273

Lord I was blind MHB 373; H&P 423; CMP 433
O for a thousand tongues MHB 1; WOV 141; H&P 744; CMP 496; S1 383

O God to you I cry HIOS 106

O love that will not let me go MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685; CMP 515; S2 917

O the deep, deep love of Jesus CMP 522; S1 414

Nothing, nothing, in all creation HIOS 102
Now Jesus came among us AA 101

Shackled by a heavy burden (He touched me) music from musicnotes
To get a touch from the Lord SIS 4

Trust in the Lord SIS 117

Also from Iona hymnals: A touching place and The call (both by John Bell.)



	Prayers
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	Collects 
The healing touch               Mark 5:21-43

Christ with the healing touch,

our world cries out for your embrace.

The clenched fist confronts us,

the punitive smack hits us,

the pointing finger jabs us.

We need your hongi,

the nurturing cuddle,

the welcoming handshake,

and the fun of the high fives.

Together:
Christ with the healing touch,

touch me again with your love,

and bring me to joyful health,

with faith in you,

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Merciful God, 

out of the depths we cry to you 

and you hear our prayer. 

Make us attentive to the voice of your Son 

that we may rise from the death of sin 

and take our place in the new creation. 

We make our prayer through Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever.  Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Prayer for healing 
Christ our Saviour, born for us

bring healing and peace to all people.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ, baptized in the Jordon

give hope to all who come to you.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ tested in the desert

give courage to those who are tempted.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ who comforted and healed

bring wholeness to all who are broken.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

Christ who hung in agony on the cross

bring strength to those who suffer.

Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy

(The following sentence may be said at either the laying on of hands or the anointing with oil)
May the Spirit of the living God

present with us now

heal you of all that harms you

in body, mind or spirit;

In the Name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 130       A prayer for help

From the depths of my despair 
I call to you, Lord.
Hear my cry, O Lord; 
listen to my call for help!

If you kept a record of our sins, 
who could escape being condemned?
But you forgive us, 
so that we should stand in awe of you.

I wait eagerly for the Lord's help, 
and in his word I trust.

I wait for the Lord 
more eagerly than sentries wait for the dawn— 
than sentries wait for the dawn.

Israel, trust in the Lord, 
because his love is constant 
and he is always willing to save.

He will save his people Israel 
from all their sins.

Good News Translation (GNT) Copyright © 1992 by American Bible Society

Benediction
The grace of Christ attend us,

the love of God surround us, 

and the Holy Spirit keep us, 

this day and for ever. Amen

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Cross references:
A. Psalm 130:8 : Ps 130:8; Matt 1:21; Titus 2:14;
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing


	During times of illness some people experience isolation, some people feel God close, others a bit of both. Is there someone in your congregation who would like to tell their story of finding God’s mercy in a time of illness? Or maybe there someone who would like to share a testimony of healing.


	Children
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	Children will identify with the story of the twelve year old daughter of Jairus from our gospel reading today. 
Re-tell it or read it from a children’s Bible (Mark 5.21-24 & 35-43). Jesus is demonstrating here God’s love for children. On another occasion (Mark.10-13-16), when Jesus was blessing children by placing his hands on them, the disciples tried to shoo them all away. But this made Jesus angry and he said, “Let the children come to me and don’t try to stop them!”
From these stories we can know that God cares for us. We can be sure that he listens when we bring our worries and concerns to him in prayer. 

Wrap up with a prayer asking for God’s touch. In your prayer bring to God any worries that the children may have about school, friends or family.

See the note about the Miracle Maker movie above. 

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	The scene of the woman who touched Jesus is depicted in Christian art. View works by:  Veronese, Glanzman, 3 image slide show
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