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Sunday 1 January 2012
Anna and Simeon
or

Here comes another year, yet again!
Year B - Christmas 1 - 06B
As Andrew Gamman is currently on leave, this week’s resource has been prepared by Peter Williamson

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 61.10-62.3 Isaiah identifies himself with Jerusalem, with the people of Israel now back in their homeland and, not surprisingly, the people will be pretty happy!  Isaiah’s words remind Jerusalem that it is a holy city – and that its celebrations should be taken in that context.  And God will speak again – and will see the redemption of Israel into God’s favour.

Psalm 148 One of the five psalms that end this book – and they’re all psalms of “Yippee!” as Joy Cowley might have it.  It’s a psalm of praise – where all the world, both inanimate and animate, from the lowest to the highest (in strict ancient hierarchy) – and we, too, are invited to praise God as the highest form of created being.

Galatians 4.4-7 Paul wrote this to answer the suggestion that Christians must first become Jews – that we come into union with God through faith in Christ, and not through old rituals, using common examples – guardianship, adoption  - as he retold the good news of the relationship with Jesus.

Luke 2.22-40 Jesus, as a Jewish baby, had been circumcised (and there would be no carol about that or the “no crying he made”!).  Now, forty days after his birth, Mary brings him along to the Temple, as she goes to be purified – and there is this encounter with Anna and Simeon.  Words of prophecy, and the warning of what will be.


	Introduction / Background

	Jesus is presented in the Temple – and we see the theme of the readings centring on Simeon and Anna’s recognition of the reality of Jesus, as Saviour.  All the readings reflect this core: God’s wish to make himself known to humanity, to lead to right relationship between humanity and God – and humanity’s (and the rest of creation’s) recognition of this in praise.

Isaiah’s words tell of his prophecy that Israel will be redeemed and renewed, and operating as “God’s own” – filled with justice and reflecting God’s glory, God revealed through God’s people. Psalm 148 invites the whole of creation to join in praise, because of the saving relationship between creation and Creator.  The Galatians reading has Paul summarising why humanity is saved, and does not depend on the Law but on being incorporated into the family of God.  Simeon and Anna recognise this culmination of saving relationship in this otherwise insignificant baby – and not without the warning bells for what will happen to Jesus later in the story.  

God becomes one with the baby – and this allows a saving relationship with God.  The dedication of Jesus is both revelation of his divinity (as the recognition of God in this baby, who is the bringer of salvation) but also an emphasis on his true humanity, because his dedication is no different to any other baby boy of his time.

Bringing this message apart from what any other Jewish male child would have done, one other important feature of this week’s Gospel is that Jesus, in revealing God, will also reveal the true state of our hearts for better or worse. So, this moment is both a revelation of God and of ourselves. The question is whether we will accept what Christ reveals and how we will respond to it.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Just three questions (and some sub-questions), to bring the story of Simeon and Anna, and the start of a new year together
1. Have we chosen to thank God sufficiently for all the things that point us towards the reason for life – that ability and invitation to have relationship with God in all its amazing entirety?

A variety of responses perhaps available:


A real sense (continuing) of what my life is about


A discovered (continuing) sense of how my life can be made whole


Tied together with a want / need to do something about it


Giving thanks to the God that allows us to work through these 


responses, even before we’re finished.

2. Have we chosen to give thanks to the people around us for their potential, and for inspiring our potential?
A new set of beatitudes might be written:

Blessed are you who can see the best in others.


Blessed are you who can critique the systems we live within, without 


becoming captured by them


Blessed are you who can remain faithful despite sometimes awful 



situations


Blessed are you who ...

3. Have we chosen to give thanks for ourselves and who we are?

We recall the two commands of the last lectionary year (Matthew 22: 37‑39).  That tripartite system of God, self and neighbour brings us back to the first question – have we remembered God’s integral part of the relationship, and our response.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Lots of them at this time of the year!
Check out these.  While many tell of the Christmas story – it’s not too late for some of these!

· Bethlehemian Rhapsody
· Digital Nativity
· A more adult oriented retelling in rhyme.
· And a visual intro or conclusion to the gospel preaching thoughts below, here
· More general videos, freely available here
A reading as a prelude to communion
See ‘Anna and Simeon’ in Cloth for the Cradle (Glasgow: Wild Goose publications, 1998) 116f.
A Service of Remembering with Mary
See ‘Remembering with Mary’ in Hay and Stardust (Glasgow: Wild Goose Publications, 2005) 100f.
Listening:

Jars of Clay – Overjoyed
You can see it here – but don’t be mean: buy it at iTunes!


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Important question to open up topic

Now that we have the baby Jesus, what will we do with him for the rest of the year?

Sermon Starter

In Galatians, the Spirit enables us to address God as “Abba” (Dad). A child’s first words are often the ones that we most remember – and make an even deeper bond. When we can reach this level of intimacy with God, we are then where God wants us to be, understanding ourselves as God’s loved child. 
In the gospel, after we have the baby, what do we do with him? Instead of receiving gifts for their child (and for themselves), Mary and Joseph offer their child to God. In the Sundays after Christmas, how can we offer ourselves to God? Anna is so caught up in the spirit that she is young once again. Now that is good!!

It would be great to be able to be caught up in this joy at Christmas once again, the joy of a child.
In our world of sound bites and spin doctors, it can be tough to get to truth – and the arguments that we have over the meaning of “truth”, even with ourselves. In this context, it can often seem irrelevant to the non-churched (and sometimes within the doors, as well) why God’s self-revelation is important.  The idea that God can demonstrate “truth” in our human hearts and condition can seem even more delusional.  So when we listen to Simeon, and the words of his revelation about Jesus and his saving power for the human condition, there can often be a disconnect.  That’s why the preaching task needs to discover the “connects” again – showing why Jesus is the light of the world, why he can be the Saviour for myself and my faith/other communities.  Simeon’s recognition of Jesus allows the examination of the world’s bigger issues – and then the near-absurdity of a small, Jewish baby 2000 years ago being the answer.  What Simeon saw, we need to bring out from the story – God reacting, God inviting relationship, a human baby identifying with all humanity.  It talks about the kind of world that God thinks appropriate - one of community, collaboration and compassion, as opposed to competition, consumption and individualism. It challenges our greed and hunger for power, our fear and arrogance.  Simeon allows Jesus to hold a mirror to ourselves, and in a world where we need to get past our personal and national agendas, shows that we need to find the common ground to solve our world’s large problems.

As much as we need to discover answers to global problems, we need the same on a personal and community level. When we look to follow the Way of Christ, we also discover what is in our hearts. When we’re confronted with issues of forgiveness and grace, of generosity and compassion, of welcome and inclusivity, we show off to ourselves – and others – what we are really made of.  I suspect that we need to not just look at what we discover, but also, with God’s grace, how we might react, or change.  When we refuse to inwardly reflect, when we delude ourselves that parts of us rebel at Christ’s influence on our lives, then we truly fall short.  But, when we work hard to genuinely inwardly reflect, when we turn away from discovered lack of grace and invite Christ’s transformation, we embrace God’s life a little more each day. And the reality, too, that once we start on this journey, no matter how much we falter, when we allow the light of Christ’s salvation to shine on us – then we become those who radiate God’s life and light to those around us.  We cannot help but welcome the excluded, comfort the sorrowful, heal the wounded – because the “they” become us.   I think that was what Simeon was saying ...

Response:
Give everyone a short piece of tinsel (or tree decoration, or whatever) to take home as a reminder that God moments can be found on any day of the year, not just Christmas Day.


	Illustrations / Stories
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Simeon and Anna recognise Jesus for who he is – and they make it known.  There’s what sounds like an apocryphal story (but isn’t quite), about Charlie Chaplin entering a Charlie Chaplin lookalike contest – and losing!  The story goes that he came in third, or didn’t make the cut, or whatever the variation might be.  But it also happens to be mostly true.

Similarly with the patience of Anna and Simeon – waiting patiently to see the Messiah.  Bit of a contrast with us, all of us with growing Attention Deficit Disorder.  Ten years ago, it was reported that the average news sound bite had shrunk from 40 odd seconds in 1965 to about 10 seconds – and now that has shrunk to about 7 seconds, nearly the smallest it can be and make sense (politicians sound bites have shrunk to 5 seconds – and it proves that they don’t have to make sense!)  The average TV ad has also shrunk, down to about 25 seconds (and if we’re lucky, they’ll shrink even further).  The average office worker sends or receives 201 messages daily -- voice mail, e-mail, phone, etc. Cellphones, pagers, and computers are always on – leading to a "continuous partial attention" syndrome.  People as never “really there.”  


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
CoC:  Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
TiS:  Together in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Hymns & Songs
Isaiah 61

All hail the power of Jesus’ name


TiS 224, WOV 159, CMP 13
And can it be





TiS 209, WOV 138, CMP 33
Ascribe greatness




SON 461, SOF 26, CMP 40
"For Freedom, Christ Has Set Us Free!,” 

an original hymn by Carolyn 







Winfrey Gillette
Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair

TiS 690, MP 806
Hark! the herald angels sing 



TiS 303, WOV 227, CMP 211
There’s a light upon the mountains 


TIS 276, WOV 207, CMP 679
Psalm 148

Bless the Lord, O my soul



MP 56

Come O God of all the earth 



TiS 181

From all who dwell below the skies


TiS 72, WOV 43

Let all creation dance




TiS 187

Let all the world in every corner sing


TiS  105, WOV 13, CMP 404
When God Almighty came to be one of us

TiS 281, WOV 214
When morning gilds the skies 


TIS 227, WOV 151, CMP 756
You shall go out with joy



TiS 755

Galatians 4

Behold, the amazing gift of love


TiS 115, WOV 36
Father in heaven (Our God in heaven)

TiS 465, WOV 399

Loving Spirit





TiS 417, AA 94

O little love





AA 108

Once in royal David’s city 



TIS 312, WOV 237, CMP 539
Luke 2
Beautiful Lord, wonderful saviour                              S2 640

Child in the manger, infant of Mary


TIS 319, WOV 241, CMP 71
Go now in peace




TiS 792

Lord, bid your servant go in peace 


TIS 324, WOV 248
“Lord, Let Your Servant Go in Peace,” 

an original hymn by Carolyn 







Winfrey Gillette, inspired by 







Simeon’s canticle
So you would come




Darlene Zschech, Hillsong

Unto us a boy is born




TIS 293, WOV 218, CMP 714
New Year specific

Come in, come in New Year



CoC 13
Give thanks





WHV 41

Once upon a winter




WHV 8

This is a day of new beginnings


TIS 653



	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to

 follow links
	CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 148)

Everything that is alive, everyone that can breathe

stand up, speak out – and give God praise.

And there is nothing that cannot praise God!


From the furthest galaxies


to the earth and sky around us

God who continually moves in us

is worthy of our thanks and praise


All of planet earth praises God –


Mountains, hills, rivers and streams.

God strengthens us and loves us

and God’s name should be praised


Leaders and rulers,


noisy teenagers, old people and children

All those who trust God’s presence will shout:


Alleluia!

PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION

Loving God,

during this season of gift-giving and receiving,

of spending family time together,

showing our love and gratitude to others,

we are reminded of the great gift that you gave to us

in the coming to earth of our Saviour, Jesus

and we realise that this is the embodiment of that old saying:

it is better to give, than receive.

Like the choirs of angels on the night of his birth,


we sing your praise and tell of our joy


that the Lord has come.

Like the shepherds returning form the manger,


we give you glory for all that we’ve seen and heard.

Like the wise men from the East, kneeling in wonder,


we offer ourselves as the give we can give to you


in love and gratitude.

Loving God,

the year is just starting – and we seek a new beginning. 

Gracefully grant us the gift of careful reflection.

Where we have harboured bitterness, 

give us the ability to put into words our deepest feelings.

Where we have nursed grudges, 

 
give us the strength to let them go.

Where we have questioned our life of faith, 


give us the insight 


to turn doubts into fresh commitment.

Your grace is sufficient for us, O God.  
And an author just recently spotted – John van de Laar at http://sacredise.com.

I like his prayers for this week:  Seeing glory, and Light and glory.  (Distributed here by permission.)


	Children
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links
	 Books recommended by wordpress.com
For the Galatians reading:
Nikolai, the Only Bear by Barbara Joosse 
(for ages 4-8)
Link to the Auckland libraries - here – but available elsewhere.
For the Luke reading:
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Only a Star  by Margery Facklam (for ages 4-6)

Link  to the Auckland libraries - here
For the Gospel reading or for the New Year

Children will be more obsessed with their Christmas presents, than the fact that this is the beginning of a New Year – for many, this artificial difference between two days will not really grip them (unless you can make a more concrete story about “New Year’s promises.”  For me – too much like mind control!)
So my suggestion would be to get a couple of the older members to take the role of Anna and Simeon, dress them up, and get them to tell the story again – in as concrete terms as possible – tell the children about the Christmas presents that they received as they realised who this child was, an apparently ordinary child who is their Messiah.  Ask them to emphasise the ordinary – and the extraordinary.  Then let the children tell about the gifts they got at Christmas – and the discussion should emphasise the getting, rather than the giving.  The gospel good news follows ... 

And a digital ending for older young people can be seen here
Some further ideas for the new year at Worshipping with children.
Similarly, ideas for epiphany.



	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to

 follow links
	Consider some of the media content above.  You can convert them to movies that play directly from PowerPoint, so there is no need for a church based broadband connection – Google how to do this, or ask the office for directions.  Happy to help.

This link is for royalty-free images for worship: http://imagebank.org.uk/
A site where you may register, but images can be used freely in worship.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material in this edition is prepared by Peter Williamson. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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