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 Sunday 1 April 2012
Palm Sunday - Easter Songs 
Year B - Lent 6 - 24B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Psalm 118.1-2&19-29 A psalm of procession to be sung as the king enters the city. The people celebrate and thank Lord because he is kind and always merciful.
Mark 11.1-11 Jesus entered Jerusalem in triumph riding on a donkey. Some  people spread clothes on the road, others spread branches that they had cut. They shouted, “Hooray for God!”
Alternative readings for Passion Sunday

Isaiah 50.4-9a
Psalm 31.9-16
Philippians 2.5-11
Mark 14.1-15.47 or Mark 15.1-39


	Introduction / Summary
Ctrl+Click to follow link

594 vs 594

CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
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	Holy Week begins today. An outline of the “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” Lenten series “Easter Songs” is printed below and additional resources, including last year’s material, are available from the NZ Methodist website. 

     26 February – Guidance and pardon (Psalm 25)

     4 March – Suffering (Psalm 22)
     11 March – The heavens reveal God (Psalm 19)

     18 March – Rescued by God (Psalm 107) 

     25 March – Reconciliation (Psalm 51) 

     1 April Palm Sunday (Psalm 118)

     5 April Maundy Thursday – Tenebrae: a service of shadows

     6 April Good Friday – Contemplate the cross (John 18.1-19.42)

     8 April Easter Sunday – Celebrate the resurrection (Mark 16.1-8)
Psalm 118 – A processional liturgy

The psalms from 113 to 118 are called the Hallel psalms (Hallel is Hebrew for “praise”) and were used in the observance of the annual Jewish festivals. The traditional understanding is that the original setting for Psalm 118 is Jerusalem in the fifth century BCE. The Israelites have returned from captivity, rebuilt the city walls and the temple. Now, at the time of the Feast of Tabernacles, they make a procession to the rebuilt temple and sing together, “Tell the Lord how thankful you are, because he is kind and always merciful” (Psalm 118.1).
Through the psalm the singers express feelings both high (gratitude and celebration) and low (hurt, worry, fear, suffering and being under attack). The universal nature of these feelings has made this a psalm that has been repeatedly used. It is used in celebrating the Jewish feasts of Passover and Tabernacles as well as in Christian liturgy. Psalm 118 is the most quoted psalm in the New Testament. Verses 26 and 27 in particular resound through the gospel accounts of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
Reading the whole psalm, rather than just a selection, will give a better sense of the circumstances through which God’s people, both individually and corporately, have found salvation.

By way of interest, and as a result of some fairly random chapter divisions by the early church scholars who formatted our present Bible, Psalm 118 is the middle chapter of the entire Bible. Psalm 117 is the shortest chapter in the Bible and Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible. There are 594 chapters before Psalm 118 and 594 chapters after Psalm 118 – just thought you’d like to know!
Hosanna

The New Testament use of the word “hosanna” is a transliteration from Aramaic. The equivalent word in Hebrew is found in Psalm 118.25 and is literally a plea to save which could be translated, “O Save”. Shouted to the king it would carry political force and, when used at the Feast of Tabernacles, it would also carry messianic expectations. It is likely that when the later Jerusalem crowds shouted it to Jesus, they had in mind that he was to be the God-sent deliverer from their Roman oppressors….  Or was this just the crowds shouting, “hooray” - as translated by the CEV?
April Fools’ Day

This year Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week happen to coincide with April Fools’ Day. Of uncertain origin, but dating back to at least the fourteenth century, the observation of the April Fools’ Day is surprisingly international. While in New Zealand tertiary students will perform pranks at the fringes (and beyond) of legality, in Italy and France people tack paper fish on each other's back as a trick and shout, "April fish!" 
This reminds me of an incident related to me by the late Dr AL Greenway, a Welsh Bible scholar who came to New Zealand and held revival meetings in the first half of last century. When he first became a Christian, as a young man in Wales, his church had him walk around in a sandwich board which read on the front, “Another fool for Christ” and on the back, “Whose fool are you?” 


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
KJV = King James Version of the Bible

	Some movies that you may consider screening over Lent and Easter:
· Chocolat (2000). A mother and her young daughter arrive in a small French village and open a chocolatiere during Lent, provoking the ire of the devout mayor. Raises the issue of compassion verses legalism. Nominated for five Academy awards. M.
· Godspell (1973). A movie adaptation of the musical. Based on Matthew’s gospel but set in New York City. G.
· Jesus Christ Superstar (1973). The movie based on the Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice rock opera – an oldie, but the music stands the test of time. Remade 2000 with Rik Mayall and Glenn Carter. Both M.
· Jesus of Montreal (1989). A group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ. As such it intersects with our Lenten themes. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.) M.

· Jesus the Movie (1979). A two hour classic life of Christ based on Luke’s gospel (in KJV English) which was made as an evangelistic tool. Now available in over 1000 languages. G.
· The Miracle Maker (2000). An engaging animation of the life of Christ. The expressiveness of the characters gives an uncanny realism. Will be enjoyed by all people of ages. PG.
· The Passion of the Christ (2004). Mel Gibson’s (writer and director) powerful portrayal of the death of Christ is a bit stark and graphic for the kids. The New Zealand censors gave it an R16 certificate – then reduced it to R15. It covers the last twelve hours of Christ’s life. Received generally good reviews (nominated for three Academy awards). In Aramaic, Latin and Hebrew with English subtitles.

· Son of God (2008). Tom Wright acts as a consultant to this three part BBC documentary which draws on historical, scientific and archaeological research and uses computer graphics to recreate the world of Christ. Part homage to Christ and part homage to science. Total running time 150 minutes. PG.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Decorate the church
Get congregational members who have properties with palm trees to bring branches along and decorate the inside of the church with them. (Avoid the big phoenix palm branches with their vicious spikes at the base.)
Have a parade

Give out small palm branches and parade around the church singing and shouting your thanksgiving to God. 
Read a psalm

Get people to come and read out the psalms that you sent them home to write last Sunday (see 10 minutes on a Tuesday for 25 March, 2012).



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Rev Scott Black Johnston (Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York) cites Hemmingway’s “Capital of the World” in his “Sharp about your prayers” blog. Ctrl+Click to follow link – and read the posts following. You’ll be inspired!

	Discover God’s steadfast love
“He is always kind and merciful” (Psalm 118.1) declares the psalmist. 
In this psalm worshippers are repeatedly encouraged to think of the strong and steadfast love of God (see the note on “hesed” in the 10 Minutes on a Tuesday of 18 March, 2012). His unrivalled faithfulness, loving mercy and kindness seek us out and find us.

It is remarkable that it is not at times when everything is going well that the writer discovers God’s steadfast love. It is in the most difficult of circumstances. “When I was really hurting I prayed to the Lord” (Psalm 118.5). The psalm goes through a list of times when the author is worried, hated by others, rejected, under military attack, and near death’s door. These are the times when he has discovered God’s steadfast love. 

When we feel locked into an impossible situation, our Lord God’s involvement brings both comfort and hope. As the sign presently outside Red Beach Methodist Church says, “Impossible is only an opinion.”
Martin Luther lived in the tumultuous times of the European Reformation and unexpectedly found himself at its forefront. Along with the excitement of discovering anew the grace of God, and the implications of this for the corporate life of God’s people, he found both his ideas and his life were under threat. Through this time Psalm 118 became his favourite psalm. He wrote, “When emperors and kings, the wise and the learned, and even the saints of God could not aid me, this psalm proved a friend and helped me out of many great troubles.”
And so it has been with God’s people through all ages. When in the face of sickness, or when wrestling economic hardship, or under relationship stresses people have discovered, in these times, God’s steadfast love.
Look for salvation

“We’ll ask the Lord to save us” (Psalm 118.25) declares the psalmist.

Isn’t it true that God takes the down-trodden the weak and the hurting and out of such raw material builds his kingdom? It is the stone that the builders tossed aside, that becomes the most important stone in the building (Psalm 118.22). That rejected stone, which becomes so valuable, is the nation of Israel. Later, it is our Lord Jesus Christ (Mathew 21.42, Mark, 12.10&11, Luke 20.17, Acts 4.11 and 1 Peter 2.7). And today it is each of us when we feel worthless and of no value, then are picked up by the Lord, made part of his family and become an important building block in the kingdom that he is constructing. While some mistakenly think of God as a detached and stern judge waiting to catch them out, it is his steadfast love that draws him into our situation, brings him alongside of us, and leads us to salvation.
In Capital of the World, Ernest Hemmingway tells the story of a father who hadn’t seen his son in several years. They had quarrelled and the son had run away to Madrid. So badly did he want to be reconciled with the young man that the father took out an advertisement in El Liberal, the local newspaper. The advertisement simply read, “Paco, meet me at the Hotel Montana at noon on Tuesday. All is forgiven! Love, Papa.” In Spain, Paco is a common name. The father arrived at Hotel Montana the next day only to find 800 young men, all named Paco, and all waiting to experience the forgiveness of their fathers! 
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God’s salvation goes right to the core of our need for forgiveness, acceptance and unconditional love. Like Paco, and all the Pacos, we must find this salvation.
Join the procession of thanksgiving
“Tell the Lord how thankful you are” (Psalm 118.1) declares the psalmist.

Psalm 118 is primarily a psalm of thanksgiving. This Palm Sunday we join with the crowds in exuberant praise and declare, “You are my God and I will praise you. You are my God and I will thank you.” We thank God that as individuals, and as a community, we are his people. Because of his actions in the person of Jesus we have hope. When things are bad we know he is at our side. When our progress seems to have come to a stand-still he is with us. Even when all the evidence seems to be to the contrary we know that, despite the circumstances, God has acted, is acting, and will continue to act on our behalf. Our appropriate response is to thank and praise God. 
For Jesus, on Palm Sunday, the cross lies just a few days ahead. Nevertheless, this was the time to shout and sing thanksgiving and praise to God. If the people were kept quiet, the stones of the ground themselves would start shouting (Luke 19.40).


	Illustrations / Stories
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	Nigeria

It is Easter Day and there is a great crowd of worshippers in St Stephen’s Cathedral at Ondo in Nigeria. They have put palm-leaf shelters outside to protect from the hot sun those who cannot find a place inside. Everyone is in festival dress of blue and many other colours. There is a choir of fifty singers in red or blue gowns and white surplices. 
The leader has just announced Psalm 118. Then Yoruba music and the choir sing the Chorus verse in Yoruba, to music which the organist has composed: “It is better to trust the Lord than to trust in princes” (v9). The psalm is then read, the leader reading one verse, the people reading the next. After some verses there comes music from the organ again and the chorus is repeated.  This time many of the people can join in. By the time the psalm comes to an end they all know the chorus and they all sing it, whether they are in church or on the grass outside. They will be singing it as they go home after the service.

So this congregation lifts its praise to God, in Yoruba words and music; and yet the people are joining themselves with worshippers in all lands and of all generations.

John Hargreaves, A guide to the Psalms (London: SPCK, 1973, 1990) p3.
Florida

As with most religious festivals, different traditions have developed in different areas. In many German villages and towns Palm Sunday is celebrated with a procession around a wooden donkey mounted on wheels. The people accompany the donkey as it makes its way to the church in the middle of the town.

The Spanish also have processions. Theirs are decorated with flowers and for this reason they call this day “Pascua Florida” which means Flower Easter. It was on this day in 1513 that Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de Leon became the first European to discover what he thought was an island, but we now know as the south eastern coast of the United States of America. Because of the day he named it “La Florida”. 

Carved in marble
“In memory of my 50th birthday, our friends have built a house at the back of the Tabernacle, to be used for the purposes of the Church, and to be called JUBILEE HOUSE... I was asked to select a text of Scripture to put upon a stone which all could read and, thereby, be made to understand the meaning of the house and its name. The chosen text of Scripture (Psalm 118:13-18) was cut into a stone…”
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle, London, 1897.
Thou hast thrust sore at me that I might fall: but the Lord helped me. The Lord is my strength and 
song, and is become my salvation. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the 

righteous: the right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly. The right hand of the Lord is exalted: the right 
hand of the Lord doeth valiantly. I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. The Lord 

hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death. 
(Psalm 118.13-18 King James Version)



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns and songs
All glory praise and honour MHB 84; WOV 250; H&P 160; CMP 9
All people that on earth do dwell MHB 2; WOV 10; H&P 1; CMP 20; S1 13
Clap your hands CMP 81

Come into the streets with me  AA 22

For the crowd FFS 18

Hail Jesus you’re my king SIS 650; S1 140

Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709
Hosanna, hosanna SIS 538; CMP 242; S1 182
Hosanna, loud hosanna MHB 836
I will enter his gates SIS 139; CMP 307; S1 262
King of kings SIS 409; CMP 398; S1 307
Lift high the cross AA 87

Lift up your heads SIS 218; CMP 418; S1 321

Make way, make way SIS 587; CMP 457; S1 349

Prepare ye the way SIS 88
Ride on, ride on in majesty WOV 264; H&P 159; CMP 580
Salvation belongs to our God CMP 924; S1 443

The children sing hosanna WHV 48

The steadfast love SIS 414; CMP 666; S1 505

This is the day (Watts) WOV 289; H&P 577

This is the day (Garrett) H&P 578; SIS 40; CMP 691; S1 517
We are marching in the light CMP 954; S1 539
We have a king who rides on a donkey (Anon) Tune: What shall we do with the 
     drunken sailor. Words: below.
Who would walk cheerfully  HIOS 129
When the music fades CMP 1016; S1 576

You are my God (Thou art my God) SIS 98; CMP 694

You are the king of glory SIS 323; CMP 790
We have a king who rides a donkey

We have a king who 

rides a donkey (x3)

And his name is Jesus

Sing, sing, loud hosannas

Sing, sing, loud hosannas

Sing, sing, loud hosannas

for our king, for Jesus

Trees are waving a 

royal welcome (x3)
For our king, for Jesus

We have a king who cares

for people (x3)

And his name is Jesus.



	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to 

follow link
	Calls to worship

Mt 21:1-9; Mk 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-40; Jn 12:12-8

God, untether our minds,

and free the work of our hands,

to walk in your footprints

the path of suffering love. 

Untie the colt and bring it here. 

If anyone asks you “Why are you untying it?” just say this, 

“The Lord needs it”.  Mk 11:2-3
We tether ourselves outside the house

waiting for the master to arrive.

The table in the courtyard 

gives away its bread

readying for the week ahead.

The wine will spill.

The cock will crow.

The governor is later to ask, “What is truth?”

but not yet.

The gate to Jerusalem clicks open.

The Holy One comes,

the stones shout out,

the tragedy begins in triumph.

The stones will hear a new song.

Even though Jerusalem will have many Generals

with much blood still to run,

the city will bear this cross differently.


Together:
Suffering God,

known at the edge of death

and in the centre of life,

I will sing your new song.

Our world is torn and bleeding;

poverty brutality, abuse and terror

plague our world;

innocent victims are caught in crossfire;

and the poor by greed and ignorance.

Suffering Christ,

I honour your giving of yourself,

your will to ride for peace.

Guard my solitude and integrity

to walk in your footprints, 

Amen

© John Howell (used with permission)
Come and praise the Lord.
Give thanks to him

because he is kind and merciful.
This is the day that belongs to the Lord
let’s celebrate and be glad.

This is the day the Lord has made 

Let's celebrate and be glad. 

Give thanks to the Lord, 
because he is good! 
His steadfast love endures forever.

Collect

God of all redeeming grace, 

in your great love you gave your only Son 

to die for the sins of the whole world. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit 

to worship you with reverence, 

and to enter with joy 

into the celebration of those mighty acts 

whereby you bring us life and immortality; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 118

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
      His faithful love endures forever. 
Let all Israel repeat:
      “His faithful love endures forever.”
Open for me the gates where the righteous enter,
      and I will go in and thank the Lord.
These gates lead to the presence of the Lord,
      and the godly enter there.
I thank you for answering my prayer
      and giving me victory! 
The stone that the builders rejected
      has now become the cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing,
      and it is wonderful to see.
This is the day the Lord has made.
      We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Please, Lord, please save us.
      Please, Lord, please give us success.
Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
      We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God, shining upon us.
      Take the sacrifice and bind it with cords on the altar.
You are my God, and I will praise you!
      You are my God, and I will exalt you! 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
      His faithful love endures forever.

Psalm 118.1-2&19-29 New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation.
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Children
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links 
W
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	Five ‘W’s - Palm Sunday talk
You can prepare this as a white board, black board, over-head projector or PowerPoint talk depending on your access, or lack of it, to technology.

You will need to display the letter W five times. Read the story yourself in all three of the synoptic gospels (Matthew 21.1-19; Mark 11.1-10 and Luke 19.28-38) so you are familiar with all the details. Note, for example, that Matthew mentions two donkeys and quotes from Zechariah while Luke talks about a large crowd of disciples. 

Encourage children with knowledge of the story to fill in the details for you.

We start with the first W – What? What happened on Palm Sunday?

The next W – Who? Who was in the crowd? Who was with Jesus? 
The next W – Where? Where did this happen?

The next W – When? When did this happen? (Put Palm Sunday into the context of both Holy Week and the Jewish Passover.)

The final W – Why? Why did Jesus enter Jerusalem? Why was he riding a donkey? Why did the crowds react the way that they did? 

Finish by reading the story Mark 11.1-11 from a modern language or children’s Bible.
Make palm crosses

Many churches have an already established tradition of making palm crosses on this day. Follow this link to get detailed instructions, complete with pictures, on how to make palm crosses. Make the wide end the bottom of the cross. Little children may need some help. While everyone is involved in this activity tell the story of what happened on Palm Sunday. Explain the significance of Holy Week and the events that we remember this week. This is a good way to introduce the significance of cross to children.
Some churches retain the palm crosses and burn them on Ash Wednesday at the beginning of Lent the next year. The ashes are then mixed with a little oil and used to mark a cross on the forehead as a sign that we are sorry for our sins and desire to be clean before God.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow link

	Google images for palm branches
…or for ‘entry into Jerusalem’
…or there are several high resolution art works available from freechristimages
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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