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 Sunday 8 May 2011
Turn back
Year A - Easter 3 - 33A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Acts 2.14a, 36-41 Peter, in his message to the Jews on the Day of Pentecost, explains that the scriptures foretold the resurrection of Jesus. “Everyone in Israel should then know for certain that God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ, even though you put him to death on a cross.” He urges them to respond by turning back to God and being baptised.
Psalm 116.1-4, 12-19 The psalmist praises God for hearing his prayer and saving him from death.
1 Peter 1.17-23 Peter reminds his fellow believers that Christ has set them free from their former useless way of life. “You were rescued by the precious blood of Christ.” Now they are to keep on loving one another.
Luke 24.13-35 The resurrected Christ appears to two disciples as they walk on the road to Emmaus. They don’t recognise him until they arrive at their home and he breaks bread with them.
Mother’s Day

Being Mother’s Day, today you may want to especially involve the women of your congregation in the service/s. Get them to do the Bible readings, prayers, worship leading or the preaching. Get several mothers or grandmothers to share how being a mother (or grandmother) has changed their lives. 
In recognising mothers, please be aware of the large number of people in our 

communities living in alternative family situations. Much of our “family” emphasis 

in church life looks like it is only affirming a model with mum, dad and the two kids. I attended a Mother’s Day service once where the minister told us that “a family without a mother would be a family without love.” He meant well, but it wasn’t a great message for the solo dads in the congregation! Similarly, on another Mother’s Day, I was trying to take a broad sweep in mentioning and affirming mums, grandmothers, stepmothers, as well as solo mums and dads. A woman told me angrily afterwards that I didn’t mention aunties. At first I thought she was joking. Then I realised that, though she was childless, she had significant relationships with her nieces and nephews, and she would have liked to have these acknowledged. 
I’ve drafted an inclusive Mother’s Day prayer below and there is an additional Mother’s Day idea in the creativity section.
Fair Trade Fortnight 7-21 May 2011
Those churches that haven’t already changed should consider a swap to using only Fairtrade coffee, tea and drinking chocolate. Your swap to Fairtrade makes a life-changing difference to the lives of millions of developing country farmers, workers and artisans as well as their families and communities. Not only does Fairtrade provide them with security and stability to plan for their future through fair and stable prices - it also provides additional funds through the Fairtrade Premium for investment in social, environmental and economic development.
Why not display a large range of Fairtrade products in your church foyer during this fortnight?


	NZ Music Month
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	This May is the 10th New Zealand Music Month. Through the whole of this month we are especially recommending kiwi music to use in your worship services. 
New Zealand hymns and songs
A stranger met by chance HIOS 2
Forgive us, O God FFS 21

I will talk to my heart HIOS 69

Jesus I come AA 79
Loving God we pray forgive us  WHV 27

One, two, three alleluia  AA 111

Where the light of Easter Day HIOS 153
(For songbook key and foreign song suggestions see the Music section below)
The track “I choose to follow” off Steve Apirana’s “No turning back” album (rather ironic when our theme is Turn Back) is a good scene-setter for today’s theme.

Notes from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 

A stranger met by chance No 2 in Hope is our Song, words by Marnie Barrell, music by Colin Gibson. This will be a new song, so take some trouble in introducing it; a small group can prepare it, and lead the singing in the service. Tune title, unsurprisingly, is ‘Emmaus Road’. Marnie Barrell, Anglican from Christchurch, contributes thirteen texts to the latest hymnbook. Her theology, grounded in the Scriptures, sheds a contemporary light on this familiar story:

     A stranger met by chance, a spoken word

     that sparks connections, throws a searching light,

     makes sense of the confusing and absurd,

     invites our hope, turns blindness into sight:

     no stranger this, nor chance, but Christ the Lord,

     who walks with us on our Emmaus road.

One, two, three, alleluia! No 111 in Alleluia Aotearoa, words and music by Cecily Sheehy, arr. Douglas Mews Snr, is another of Cecily’s songs for children/family liturgies, and so ideal for use on Home and Family Sunday. Everyone has fun joining in the clapping and the ‘boom, boom, boom’ drumbeats. 

Where the light of Easter Day  No 153 in Hope is our Song, words by Shirley Murray and music by Jillian Bray. This is another of this duo’s anthemic Easter hymns (the ‘other’ being ‘Christ is alive!’). Shirley’s refrain ‘Here is God’s good kingdom’ reminds us that Resurrection is at work not just in today’s church but also in God’s world, the Spirit working to create ‘health and truth and light’, with the climactic lines recalling:

     Christ will resurrect the world.

     Here is God’s good kingdom!

Auckland chamber choir, Viva Voce, include this in their 2011 CD selection of 27 of the songs found in the book Hope is our Song. Cost $30 (same as for the book).

	Introduction / Summary

	This week’s “10 minutes” begins a new series of six messages from the book of Acts that will take us through to Pentecost Sunday on 12 June. 
At a time when the eye-witnesses to Jesus’ ministry on earth were dying out, Luke wrote his meticulous two volume history. Part One we call the Gospel of Luke. It is the story of Jesus and it records Jesus’ life as a journey towards Jerusalem. The story climaxes with his trial, death, burial and resurrection in the city. Part Two we call the Acts of the Apostles. It is the story of the church and it records the journey outwards of the gospel from Jerusalem. The gospel spreads in ever-growing circles until it reaches what was then the centre of the whole world, Rome. 

Our lectionary readings from Acts will pick up something of this journey over the next six weeks (although not sequentially). We will approach the series under the following themes:
     May 8     Acts 2.14&36-41     Turn back

     May 15   Acts 2.42-47            Fellowship

     May 22   Acts 7.55-60            Costly witness

     May 29   Acts 17.22-31          Reaching further
     Jun 5      Acts 1.6-14              Start at home

     Jun 12    Acts 2.1-21              Pentecost

Today’s theme is Turn Back. “Turn back” (CEV) translates the Greek metanoeo which is literally “to perceive afterwards” and thus to change. Older translations use “repent” which has now become a rather hackneyed religious word. It is often heard as meaning a feeling of remorse. “Turn back” therefore is a far better translation. Understood correctly it is essentially something that we do rather than something we feel. 
If you have present in your congregation people who have not made a Christian commitment, the theme lends itself to an evangelistic message. 


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	A couple of movies come to mind that illustrate today’s theme:
Billy Elliot (2000) Young Billy is a talented dancer but his coal miner father is ashamed of his son participating in what he perceives to be such an effeminate activity. However, in seeing his boy perform, the father turns back from this position and this is reflected in his corresponding actions.

Flatliners (1990) starring Kiefer Sutherland, Julia Roberts and Kevin Bacon. When a group of medical students experiment with near-death experiences the sins of their past begin to haunt them, requiring changes in the present.
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Visual Aids
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	Button-hole flowers for Mother’s Day
Give out button-hole flowers with pins to all the women as they arrive at church. We want to affirm women today, so give the flowers to all women, not just mothers (see my note above). 
If there is no-one in the church with blooms in their garden to provide the button- holes, look to buy a flowering potted chrysanthemum. You can often find a potted plant with 50 or 60 little blooms, which are ideal for button-holes, and a whole lot cheaper than buying cut flowers. You’ll also be left with a nice potted plant – stripped bare, but it will flower again!


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Our reading from the Acts of the Apostles today takes us to that time when Peter got up to speak to the crowd that had gathered in Jerusalem for the Pentecost feast. His message is the first ever Christian sermon. It gives us an insight into the preaching of the early church, which continued to follow the pattern of Peter’s message. It also shows the content of the gospel message, which is Good News to all people in our own time.

He begins by showing how God has acted in history, especially in the life of Jesus who died, was buried, and was raised back to life again. 

He then declared that Jesus is presently in the place of honour and power and is now Lord and Christ.

Finally, he encouraged people to respond to this message by turning back to God and being baptised so that their sins will be forgiven.

The authorities had condemned Jesus largely on the basis that he had falsely claimed to be the Messiah (Christ). Now the apostles stood before the crowd and insisted that he was in fact the Messiah. In evidence they declared that they were all eye-witnesses to his resurrection. More than that, they said that Jesus was Lord. 
The Greek translation of the First Testament, that was read by Jews of the time (the Septuagint), used the word “Lord” to translate the name of God (Yahweh). This identification of Jesus with God would not have been lost on Peter’s hearers. 
Both collectively and individually the crowd felt convicted and responsible for the wrongful death of God’s Messiah. It is likely many of them were among the mob that, just seven weeks earlier, had jeered, “Nail him to a cross”. Cut to the heart, they appealed to the apostles, “What shall we do?”

Peter said, “Turn back to God! Be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven. Then you will be given the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2.38)
Turn back

Turn back is was what John the Baptist had preached (Mark 1.15 CEV). John wasn’t afraid of being blunt and he gave some specific examples of just what he meant:

· To the crowds he said, “If you have two coats, give one to someone who doesn't have any. If you have food, share it with someone else."
· To tax collectors he said, “Don’t make people pay more than they owe.”

· To soldiers he said, “Be satisfied with your pay.” (Luke 3.11-14)
The words “turn back” were also the first words of Jesus’ preaching of the kingdom (Matthew 3.2). It was a call to change direction, change priorities, change goals and change values. 

It remains a call to turn away from our self directed lives to become followers of Jesus. Following Jesus requires a whole new way of living based on a different outlook on life. We have often associated the right response to the gospel with intellectual assent to faith claims, or a feeling of remorse for one’s errant behaviour. Such responses may be all well and good. But the response demanded by the gospel message is to be seen in our actions. It is what we do. Without a ‘turning’ our faith is meaningless. 

Yet turning can be difficult. Following Christ necessarily means turning our backs on the selfishness and materialism so prevalent in our age. The difficulty lies in the fact that these things have ensnared us in so many ways. So, rather than a once-for-all experience, our turning becomes a long process of re-evaluation of priorities and recommitment to Christ’s call.
We are called to turn back and to…
Be baptised
Christian baptism also finds its beginnings in the actions of John the Baptist. Later on in the gospel, baptism is included in Jesus’ instructions to his disciples. 

     Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples. Baptize them in 
     the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to do 
     everything I have told you. Matthew 28.19-20
Baptism now becomes the sign of belonging in this new kingdom that Jesus proclaimed. In our baptism we identify with Christ who was also baptised. It is through baptism that we identify with Jesus’ death and his resurrection to new life. In our baptism we also identify ourselves with the community of the church. It was baptism ‘in the name of Jesus’ (v 38) that indicated, for these first followers, a break with the past and joining themselves to Jesus and his people.
All those responding to the message were promised the gift of forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
The offer was so generous, and Peter’s message was so penetrating that 3000 from the crowd responded and sought to be baptised. It would have been a busy day for the disciples!
The good news for us is that both the offer and the reward remain to this day. Through God’s grace, all who turn back and are baptised will be forgiven and given the gift of the Holy Spirit. 


	Illustrations / Stories

	Driving from Hamilton to Taupo

If you were in Hamilton and wanted to drive to Taupo, it should be easy enough. All you have to do is get on Highway 1 and stay there. Now just suppose that you had a fully roadworthy car with a current Warrant of Fitness and you got on to Highway 1 in Hamilton and started driving heading north. You are driving very carefully and obeying the long restricted speed limit heading out of the city. You then continue to drive safely, watching your following distance and your speed has you head up through Ngaruawahia, Taupiri and Huntly. 

You are not going to get to Taupo! 

Why not?  
Taupo lies to the south, and you are heading north.

The only way you’ll get to Taupo is to turn back. To change direction.
Likewise, unless we reach a turning point where we make a commitment to serve the will of God with our lives, we are just heading further and further away from him. We may be law-abiding and good living citizens, but we’re heading in the wrong direction. What is required is that we turn back – change direction. Rather than seeking to fulfil our own ambitions, we must seek to make God’s purpose, our purpose. 
The prodigal son 

Jesus’ story of the prodigal son is the classic gospel example of someone turning back. (As well as someone – the older son – who didn’t turn back.) Maybe you have people in your congregation who could share their own testimony. No doubt their story will be less dramatic than reaching a point of eating the food of pigs. However, their testimony of ‘turning’ from more mundane situations will serve to make their stories relevant to your congregation. 
Forgiveness – will you want it if it involves repentance?

The potential for “grace abuse” was brought home to me forcefully in a conversation with a friend I’ll call Daniel. Late one night I sat in a restaurant and listened as Daniel confided to me that he had decided to leave his wife after fifteen years of marriage. He had found someone younger and prettier, someone who “makes me feel alive, like I haven’t felt in years.” He and his wife had no strong incompatibilities. He simply wanted a change, like a man who gets an itch for a newer model car. 

A Christian, Daniel knew well the personal and moral consequences of what he was about to do. His decision to leave would inflict permanent damage on his wife and three children. Even so, he said, the force pulling him toward the younger woman, like a powerful magnet, was too strong to resist. 

I listened to Daniel’s story with sadness and grief, saying little as I tried to absorb the news. Then, during the dessert course, he dropped the bombshell: “Actually, Philip, I have an agenda. The reason I wanted to see you tonight was to ask you a question that’s been bothering me. You study the Bible. Do you think God can forgive something as awful as I am about to do?” …
Here is what I told my friend Daniel, in a nutshell. “Can God forgive you? Of course. You know the Bible. God uses murderers and adulterers. For goodness’ sake, a couple of scoundrels named Peter and Paul led the New Testament church. Forgiveness is our problem, not God’s. What we have to go through to commit sin distances us from God—we change in the very act of rebellion—and there is no guarantee we will ever come back. You ask me about forgiveness now, but will you even want it later, especially if it involves repentance?” 

Several months after our conversation, Daniel made his choice and left his family. I have yet to see evidence of repentance… He also tells me God is not a part of his life right now. “Maybe later,” he says.
Philip Yancey from “What's So Amazing About Grace?”


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 1
Change my heart O God SIS 482; CMP 69; S1 68
Come, come let us return S3 1167

Come Holy Spirit SIS 485

Come let us sing of a wonderful love MHB 314; H&P 691; CMP 94; S2 660
Come let us to the Lord MHB 342; WOV 490; H&P 33
Create in me a clean heart (Green) S2 669
Create in me a clean heart (Fellingham) CMP 108

Dear Lord and father of mankind MHB 669; WOV 519; H&P 673; CMP 111; S1 79

God forgave my sin SIS 41; CMP 181; S1 123

God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192
Holy Spirit come S1 180

I am trusting you Lord Jesus MHB 521; CMP 258
I heard the voice of Jesus say MHB 154; WOV 500; H&P 136; CMP 275; S1 206
I know not why CMP 279; S2 769
Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141; CMP 359
Loved with an everlasting love MHB 443; CMP 452; S2 883
May the mind of Christ my Saviour WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463; S2 887
My Jesus my Saviour CMP 1003; S1 367

O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; WOV 514; H&P 704; CMP 501; S1 391
Rock of ages MHB 498; WOV 157; H&P 273; CMP 582; S2 950/1
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy WOV 72; H&P 230; CMP 683
Turn our hearts S1 531

What a wonderful change CMP 748; S3 1604

For NZ music see NZ Music month section above.
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	Collect

Christ our friend, 

you ask for our love 

in spite of our betrayal. 

Give us courage to embrace forgiveness, 

know you again, 

and trust ourselves in you; 

we pray in your name. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Let's take a good look at the way we're living 
   and reorder our lives under God.
Let's lift our hearts and hands at one and the same time, 
   praying to God in heaven:

"We've been contrary and wilful…
Turn your eyes from my sin 

   and cover my guilt. 

Create pure thoughts in me 

   and make me faithful again. 

Don't chase me away from you 

   or take your Holy Spirit away from me. 

Make me as happy as you did when you saved me; 

   make me want to obey!”
Lamentations 3.40-41 The Message Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson; Psalm 51.9-12 Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society
Mother’s Day
Our Lord and God, on this Mother’s Day 
we pray your blessing on the mothers, 
step-mothers, grandmothers and aunts in the church and in our community.
Help them to be good role models

for the children that come under their influence.
We pray particularly for mothers as they face the daily demands 
of children who are growing and changing.
Give them resilience and flexibility.
We pray for those in our land who grow up without the love and stability 
offered by good and loving parents.
Protect and care for them.
We pray for single and solo mothers.
Especially bless, help and strengthen them.
We pray for those who are grieving following the recent loss of a mother.
Give them your comfort and hope.
We pray for the empty-nesters whose children have left home.
Give them good memories of their child-rearing days.
Thank you that we can name you as Parent
and you that care for us all as children.
So we praise you, our Lord and God, this Mother’s Day
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Psalm 116 (selection)

I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; 

he heard my cry for mercy. 

Because he turned his ear to me, 

I will call on him as long as I live. 

The cords of death entangled me, 

the anguish of the grave came upon me; 

I was overcome by trouble and sorrow. 

Then I called on the name of the Lord: 

O Lord, save me! 

The Lord is gracious and righteous; 

our God is full of compassion. 

The Lord protects the simple-hearted; 

when I was in great need, he saved me. 
Be at rest once more, O my soul, 

for the Lord has been good to you. 

How can I repay the Lord 

for all his goodness to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the Lord. 

I will fulfil my vows to the Lord 

in the presence of all his people. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord 

is the death of his saints. 

I will sacrifice a thank- offering to you 

and call on the name of the Lord. 

I will fulfil my vows to the Lord

in the presence of all his people, 

 in the courts of the house of the Lord

— in your midst, O Jerusalem. 

 Praise the Lord!

New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® 
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Explain the meaning of baptism
Take the children to the baptismal font and explain to them the meaning of baptism and how it is practised in your church.

When a child is brought for baptism it is a time of joy and celebration. It signifies their inclusion within the church. It is also a time when all the people in the church think about their responsibility to help the children of the church understand the teachings of Jesus. One of the last things that Jesus asked his followers to do was to go into all the world and make disciples and baptise them. 
When parents bring a child to be baptised that is just the beginning. As they grow up we look forward to the day when they will decide for themselves that they want to be followers of Jesus. They will then publicly own their faith for themselves. We call this confirmation. 
The water we use in baptism is a symbol of the way God washes us clean. In another place in the Bible it is likened to the water of the flood in the time of Noah. Remember how Noah was saved by passing through the water.

Some people wait until they are older to get baptised, and some churches baptise people by dipping them under water in a pool. The most important thing is that baptism means to be included within the family of faith.
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	Some interesting results will be found by Googling images for “apostle Peter’s preaching”. 
Alternatively, you could Google images for “Mother’s Day”. Most of the resulting images are pretty schmaltzy – you’ll get a better selection by choosing ‘clip art’ from the side bar menu.
This site has several art works depicting Peter’s preaching. Surprisingly, the “crowd” in most is about a dozen, not the thousands indicated by the text.
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