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Sunday 7 August 2011
Walking on water
Year A - Pentecost 8 - 51A
As Andrew Gamman is currently away, this week’s resource has been prepared by Peter Williamson.
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Genesis 37.1-4, 12-28  Joseph and his brothers – and that coat!
Psalm 105.1-6, 16-22,45b  God’s people – remember to praise God for all the blessings of God’s covenant.
Romans 10.5-15  Paul’s rhetorical questions about who can ask for salvation – salvation is available for all who believe.
Matthew 14.22-33  A follow-up to last week’s attempt by Jesus to get away from it all (and then he shared it with 5,000).  This time he gets away – and catches up with the disciples by walking on the water towards them – with not unexpected consequences.


	Introduction / Background

	The remainder of the current lectionary series, Jesus: Parables, miracles and oracles, is outlined below:
7 August
Matthew 14.22-33

Walking on water

14 August
Matthew 15. 10-28

A woman’s faith

21 August
Matthew 16.13-20

Who is Jesus?

28 August
Matthew 16.21-28

Take up your cross
After feeding 5000, Jesus goes off for some time by himself – a time for prayer, which was an essential aid for him to regain relationship with his Father.  So a time for quietness and stillness – exactly the opposite for the disciples he had asked to go on the lake.  There they were caught in the storm.

How Jesus walked on the waters, we cannot know, and it all seems a bit pointless trying to explain in the scientific manner we’ve all heard.  However, Peter's reaction is wonderfully human - “Let me do that!”  Peter was a fisherman – and the last thing he would normally have done is to get out of the boat - but, for the moment, his faith is strong enough to make him believe that even he can walk on water.  And, for a time, his faith does sustain him - until the reality of what he is doing hits him - and then panic sets in!  Jesus remains calm enough for the two of them - and brings Peter to the safety of the boat.

There are times for all of us when our faith seems strong and we feel we can do anything - but the fact remains that, when the storms hit and the doubts set in, we can feel that we are sinking beneath the waves. Our faith is tested to its limits - and we can feel overwhelmed. It takes huge trust to continue - reaching out into the darkness and storm hoping that Jesus will be there to hold us safe.  Peter’s story helps us hold onto that trust.

Peter’s story, and his impulsiveness, is a feature of the story of his discipleship during Jesus’ ministry.  Yet it is Peter that is chosen to lead at Pentecost.  Then there would be new storms – and Peter continues his trust in Jesus.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	The Truman Show (1998 - PG)
Almost a cliché, now – because it can be seen as both metaphor, and parody, of a Christian life.

Truman Burbank is the unwitting star of the longest running, most popular documentary-soap opera in history, where all the people he meets are actors, and all life is artificially overseen by a director Christof, more of an anti-Christ figure.

Programmed not to like the sea (his ‘father’ was ‘drowned’ there), Truman overcomes all odds to follow the person he has fallen in love with – and who gets quickly written out of the show as a result – and bravely sails to the ends of the earth – at least his earth, where he hits the studio walls. He gets out of the boat and walks on the ledge, as if walking on water to some stairs leading to heaven.  

In the end, Truman confronts Christof’s “I AM” and chooses life in the real world – and love conquers all.

This sounds like a cynical review – but the movie is neither cynical nor overplayed – it’s a good look, even for a second or third time.

Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989 - PG)

All the Indy films have been recently shown on TV – and this is the one where Indy is chasing after the Holy Grail – particularly because he needs to heal his father after being (nearly) mortally wounded by the baddies.

But there’s a moment that well illustrates our theme today.  Indy finds himself stepping out from “the mouth of God”, a statue overlooking a huge chasm. Too far to jump across, Indy has to step out in faith – and an otherwise invisible bridge of stone appears – like the writer of Hebrews says: “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	One of the better routines that I’ve seen for this reading is part of the play Fish Eyes, by Ted Swartz and Lee Eshlman (excerpted here at http://tedandcompany.com/walk-on-water-boatride-video-download/, though bookmark for the next cycle for the even better first half about the feeding of the 5000.)
If you can’t play that, why not get the congregation “in the boat with the disciples,” as the reading is done – and not just for the children’s time.  Tell them to pretend they are not sitting in a pew/chair but in a boat.  When all are aboard, push off, enjoy bobbing around in the water, even do some rowing together.  Then, notice the storm coming at you across the water.  Rock and roll as the waves and wind build.  Hold onto the sides of the boat.  Remark on water coming into the boat.  Then, point in fear at an imaginary Jesus coming across the water.  Tell what Peter did.  Once Peter and Jesus are back in the boat, whip your arm in a stop signal and quietly say “the winds stopped” and read the last verse.  
If you use the hymn “Eternal Father Strong to Save” use that as a jumping off point for praying for those who spend a lot of time on the sea.  List or ask the congregation to help you list some of these people (sailors, fishing crews, scientists studying the ocean, travelers on cruise ships, people who work on off-shore oil well platforms, etc.) before singing the song together.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	As a keen fisherman and boatie, I know that there are things that ought to make us afraid – sometimes fear is a good thing.  Fear will motivate me to take the boat back to the heads when the waves are so high that other boats disappear from sight, even if the fish are big!  Fear can help keep us safe. In the NRSV, “Do not be afraid” or “Do not fear” are there often (over 100 times).  However, there are times when fear becomes overwhelming, sometimes when we can’t even name the dread.  Matthew 14 is one way of dealing with this sort of fear – to trust that God is there, as we look to Jesus.  
How do we cope with the “storms of life”? Let us imagine some difficult times that may be ahead of us. To whom do we go? Whom can we trust? From where will we receive our strength and courage? How do other people cope? Call upon members of the congregation and ask them how they have dealt with difficulties in their lives.  Gathering, Summer/Autumn 2011.

You had better be able to walk on water! Part of the job description – well, for most jobs, isn’t it?  I like the way that the Matthew reading is introduced, and some thoughts on an often overlooked alternative to its meaning:  http://www.goodpreacher.com/shareit/readreviews.php?cat=28
Matthew 14:22-33 needs to be read in parallel with the Stilling of the Storm account in 8:23-27, but the two stories need to be kept straight. In the first story, there is a great storm, waves swamp the boat, and the disciples fear for their lives while Jesus sleeps. Waking him up with the plea, "Lord, save us!" Jesus brings calm, prompting the disciples’ amazement.


In contrast, in this section, there is again wind and waves, but no storm, and the disciples are not fearing for their lives. What does cause them to be afraid is seeing someone walking on the water and thinking it's a ghost. Peter starts to sink because he "sees the wind," becomes afraid, and cries out "Lord, save me!" (Note the similar wording to the previous story).


In both accounts, Jesus demonstrates that he is Lord of the wind, waves, water, and sea, all of which are characteristic of chaotic elements in nature. Quite appropriately then, we also notice that at the end of the second account, instead of just wondering what sort of person Jesus is, the disciples worship him as Son of God. The next time Matthew records that the disciples worship Jesus is when he fantastically appears after his resurrection (28:17). 


Jesus ends up in the boat with the disciples. A ship was one of the earliest symbols for Christianity, and this story indicates why it was attractive: when surrounded by adversity, safety and salvation are experienced in the church with Jesus in its midst. But remember that a ship is not a static symbol. It is a vehicle used to get somewhere.



	Illustrations / Stories
Ctrl+Click to follow link

	Drama: Joseph and his Brothers 

by Ann Scull on the seedstuff blogspot

Change wording as you think it fits with your congregation and culture.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
TIS:  Together in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
And Jesus said



FFS 1

Be still, my soul



TIS 123; WOV 48

Christ be my leader by night as by day
TIS 624; H & P 729

Come and find the quiet centre

FFS 10

Dear Lord and Father of mankind 

TIS 598; WOV 519
[Dear God, who loves all humankind]

Do not be afraid



CMP 115
Eternal Father, strong to save 

TIS 138; WOV 74

How firm a foundation



TIS 578; WOV 491

Jesus calls us!  O'er the tumult 

TIS 589; WOV 505

Jesus, lover of my soul 


TIS 211; WOV 139
O Lord, You lead me beside the still waters 
Geoff Bullock

O the Spirit she moves on the water

AA 109

Rockin the boat



HIOS 117

Song for Quaker friends


HIOS 129

When the storm winds blow


AA 152

Where the road runs out 


AA 156

Will your anchor hold



CMP 770; MHB 634

Wind on the water



HIOS 155


	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	On the overhead or projector, show pictures of people or situations where there is a need to trust Jesus – either specific people or situations or symbolic ones – sick people of the congregation or in general,; the famine in the Horn of Africa and the CWS material; places of war. Make the prayers relate to the slides.
Come to me

It’s a familiar call, Jesus

     a whisper almost unheard

          but persistent and unfailing

“Come,” it says.

     “Come to me, and I will give you rest.”

 

We long for what you offer, Jesus;

     we yearn for the still calm of wholeness

And yet we fear…

     What if we are disappointed?

     What if we never find what we so desperately desire?

But the call remains – “Come to me…”

 

And so, in relief that our doubts do not silence your invitation;

     in faith that all who answer are filled

          - even though your gift may surprise us

          may be other than we expected;

     in honest admission of our reticence and uncertainty

We come.

Amen.

John van de Laar – www.sacredise.com (used with permission)



	Children
Ctrl+Click to follow link
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	Joseph

There’s a number of the “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” songs that would work well:

1.       Joseph’s Coat

2.       Joseph’s Dream

3.       Poor, Poor Joseph (Joseph is sold and ends up in prison in Egypt)
Create a prayer of confession about all the ways we get as mad as the brothers were in our families, communities, in our world.  
See children’s books suggested by storypath.wordpress.com :
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Chloë’s Birthday… and Me 

by Giselle Potter    (Written for ages 5-9)

Ladybug Girl at the Beach 

by David Soman and Jacky Davis   (Written for ages 5-9)

Jesus walking on water

Retell the story as a listeners’ orchestra piece – you might have to paraphrase the story both to make it shorter (or longer) and to make the sounds happen frequently enough.  You might make the story have the following sounds:
Calm 
= say “sssssh!” to the person next to you, finger to lips

Wind
= rub hands together and blow loudly

Waves
= Say “splash”, hands making a wave movement

Jesus
= Say “hurray!”, waving hands in the air.

Walk 
= get up and walk on the spot, sit down again.

I’m sure there might be others that you can think of

Trust walk – guide a child (or an adult) through obstacles at the front of the church, by guiding them verbally; then do it personally.  Is there a difference?  Did they need to rely on you?  



	PowerPoint
 Ctrl+Click to 

 follow links


	See various images collected in the following places, as well as Googling images for “walk on water” or “walking on water”
http://www.textweek.com/art/storm_on_galilee.htm
http://cruzblanca.org/hermanoleon/
http://www.worshipworks.com/lectionary_art/YrA_Gif/yr_A_lst.htm
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material this week is prepared by Peter Williamson. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

