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 Sunday 5 June 2011
Start at home
Year A - Easter 7 - 38A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Broader preparation
Creativity
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Music 

Prayers
Children
PowerPoint
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	Acts 1.6-14 When the disciples question Jesus about the restoration of Israel he 

promises to send them the Holy Spirit and tells them to be his witnesses. He is 

then taken up to heaven.  
Psalm 68.1-10, 32-35 David celebrates the victorious march of Israel from Egypt 

 and then encourages everyone to sing praises to the Lord for his majesty.
1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11 Just because we suffer that doesn’t mean that God is not
 in control. Remember that Christ also suffered.
John 17.1-11 Just before his betrayal, Jesus prayed for the safety and unity of his 
followers.
Asia Sunday - 5 June
Every year since 1974, Asia Sunday has been celebrated in Asia and among ecumenical organisations around the world on the Sunday before Pentecost. The observance is to commemorate the founding of the East Asia Christian Conference, renamed in 1973 as the Christian Conference of Asia. Some of the liturgical material for Asia Sunday has been reproduced in this “10 Minutes”. A complete order of service is available from the Christian Conference of Asia website. (Select “liturgical resources” from the menu.)
Theme: Called to Prophesy, Reconcile and Heal.
Week of prayer for Christian unity  5-12 June
The World Council of Churches website has a full, downloadable order of service for 2011.


	Introduction / Summary

	The Acts of the Apostles is the story of the beginning of the church and it records the journey outwards of the gospel from Jerusalem. The gospel spreads in ever-growing circles until it reaches what was then the centre of the whole world, Rome. Our lectionary readings from Acts pick up something of this journey (although not sequentially). We are approaching the series under the following themes:

     May 8     Acts 2.14&36-41     Turn back

     May 15   Acts 2.42-47            Fellowship

     May 22   Acts 7.55-60            Costly witness

     May 29   Acts 17.22-31          Reaching further

     Jun 5      Acts 1.6-14              Start at home

     Jun 12    Acts 2.1-21              Pentecost

Today’s reading from Acts 1 is the prequel to the story. Jesus explains to his disciples that the Holy Spirit is about to come on them all and send them on a journey of adventure. The journey will begin right where they are in Jerusalem.
 

	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Thinking about starting off by taking a stand at home, a couple of popular songs come to mind. 

The Feelers’ Stand Up, off their 2003 album Playground Battle, fits with our theme, especially the chorus, “It's a great time to live and it's time to stand up and be counted” 
REM’s song Stand from their 1989 album Green is in similar vein:
     “Stand in the place where you are 
     Your feet are going to be on the ground 
     Your head is there to move you around, so stand.”


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Spreading circles of influence
Put some large round plastic basins filled with water by the door at the conclusion of the service.  (If you don’t have any of these, they are usually available from the $2 shop). Give everyone a round pebble (clean pebbles are also available from the $2 shop or garden centre) as they leave the service. Ask them to drop the pebble into the basin, watch the spreading of the circles, and pray that God will use their witness to spread the gospel. Print out the following prayer in large type and place a copy next to each basin 
“God use me as your witness 
to spread the good news 
at home, 
out into my neighbourhood 
and may the ripples spread 
right out into your world”.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	The book of Acts is an exciting adventure tale, beginning with Jesus ascending and the Holy Spirit falling on the Day of Pentecost and ending with Paul imprisoned in Rome. In between there are violent mob scenes, stonings, ship-wrecks, prison escapes, earthquakes, as well as healings, miracles, visions and remarkable sermons. For the new Christians a whole new life-style emerges. Through their story we encounter courage and power, fears and doubts as well as conflict and struggle.
Ordinary people did the most extra-ordinary things as they responded to the risen Christ. There was a geographic journey as the gospel progressed out from their home. But perhaps, more than this, they were on a spiritual pilgrimage that raised questions which shook to its centre their whole understanding of life and faith, and even God: 

Was it possible that God had changed his mind about who were his chosen people?

What does it mean now to be one of God’s people?

What does ‘worship’ look like in this new context? 

Could God call something unclean one moment and clean the next?

Could the centre of God’s programme move from the holy city of Jerusalem?

The ground had shifted. The context was different. Nobody quite knew where they stood any more. Re-assessment and re-orientation was necessary. It was clear that God had a very important purpose for his people the church. But it wasn’t always clear to them exactly what it was. 
The application to us is both significant and profound. Because, you see, the journey continues. And we are now charged with re-presenting the gospel in our time and in our context. Acts is an unfinished book. We leave Paul in chapter 28 under armed guard in Rome awaiting trial… what happens?  We’re not told.

In a sense we continue the story. The things that are happening in our fellowship, and in our lives are being written as Acts chapter 29.
And in our time when the church has lost enormous ground in the secular West,  and many Christians respond by burying their heads deeper in the sand, living in chapter 29 we again need to do some serious re-assessing, re-evaluating to find again the Living God and a living faith for our times.
In Acts 1.9-10 we read, “while they were watching him he was taken up in a cloud. They couldn’t see him but as he went up they kept looking up into the sky.”

Experience the pain of separation
The disciples had lost their Lord once already to the grave. At that time they were frightened and ran away. Then they were regrouped and given new hope by the resurrected Christ. Now, with sinking spirits, they watch him go – again.
We can imagine their sense of loss. No longer would they see Him in the boat with them in the storm. No more will they see his hands breaking the bread that feeds a multitude, or touching blind eyes to bring sight. Now they experience the pain of separation. How they would long to have him alongside

… when Peter and John were arrested and charged to longer speak in the name

… when there was a division in the church over the inclusion of Gentiles and they 
     were unsure which way to go

The physical presence of Christ is to be no longer with them and their grief is real. 

Of course, they will remember what they have seen of him and continue to believe in him. So it is that the disciples say their goodbyes in great sorrow.
Their sense of loss is our experience too, because we don’t have, and have never had, the physical presence of Christ with us. So, with those first disciples, we experience the pain of separation. It was for us that he said, “Blessed are those who have not seen me and yet believe” (John 20:29). “Goodbye” is such a sad word. But Jesus said that God would be with them, through the coming of his Holy Spirit. 
Along with those early believers we also… 

Experience nervous anticipation
Jesus said to these first disciples that he would send the Holy Spirit as fulfilment of the “promise of the Father” (Luke 24.49). When did the Father promise the Holy Spirit? Through the voice of the prophets he had said…
     Later, I will give my Spirit to everyone. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 

     Your old men will have dreams, and your young men will see visions. In those
     days I will even give my Spirit to my servants, both men and women. 

     Joel 2 .28-29
     When the Spirit is given to us from heaven, deserts will become orchards thick 
     as fertile forests. Honesty and justice will prosper there, and justice will 
     produce  lasting peace and security. 

     Isaiah 32:15-17
The contemporary Western church has made the mistake of thinking of the Holy Spirit’s work as being primarily internal. 
- whether it be in sanctifying and leading into purity as taught by the holiness movement

- or empowering and gifting and bringing joy as taught by the Pentecostal and charismatic movement

But Luke makes it clear that the Spirit’s work is primarily outwards. The Holy Spirit enabled believers to cross religious, economic, social and cultural barriers with the gospel.  From our reading today, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you and give you power. Then you will tell everyone about me in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, and everywhere in the world.’ Acts 1.8
Here we see the Holy Spirit’s power is to enable a widening circle of the gospel’s influence. 
Jerusalem represents our home. Gospel living starts among those who know us best. We depend on the Holy Spirit’s power to enable us to act with love and grace in the maze of our family circumstances. From there it is into Judea - our neighbourhood. We seek to be an influence for the gospel to our friends, neighbours, workmates and school friends. Samaria represents neighbouring people with whom we don’t normally have any contact. It may be nearby communities of recent immigrants, to whom we can build bridges. The rings get wider and wider until they extend to everywhere in the world.
And in the book of Acts, at every advance through these widening rings, the Holy Spirit took the initiative. He prepared and gave power to the disciples. And the disciples were unsettled because they had to as they had to re-assess their faith, 
leave behind things that they had thought were important, and re-orient their thinking. The Holy Spirit wouldn’t leave them alone. He kept pushing them into widening circles of mission.
But in Acts chapter 1 the Holy Spirit hadn’t yet come. The disciples nervously anticipated the unknown. And we see at the end of the chapter the last throes of confidence in the old system. Judas was dead. The disciples felt that they had to get back to being twelve again. Twelve is a very important number in Judaism.
So they appointed Matthias. (Apart from in John’s Revelation the old system of twelves is hardly mentioned again in Scripture. It’s the old system. It’s a dead duck!) And how was the new number twelve, Matthias, appointed? By drawing lots! We’re not going to see that again in the church either. It’s the old system. A new era was coming when these disciples would be led by the Spirit, and communicate the gospel across barriers of suspicion and hostility. They would be forced to overcome their natural fears, prejudices and selfishness. They would act in ways that seemed contrary even to their own interests, even giving away their possessions to care for those that a short time earlier they had despised. They broke through barriers of racial, religious and cultural differences. They defied rulers, faced death, and even forgave their assassins. 
For us now the church in the West is largely comfortable, settled down… and declining. This is the time to experience nervous anticipation! Because the Holy Spirit has a habit of kicking over the old things and breaking through barriers so the gospel of grace can come to those who haven’t heard. 

While we experience the pain of separation from our Lord let us also, as we look at this book of Acts, experience nervous anticipation as we as we make ourselves available for what God will do in our generation, through us.


	Illustrations / Stories

	Goodbye is such a sad word
Have you ever sat in the departure lounge of an International Airport and watched people saying their goodbyes? Some are long drawn-out affairs; some are quick but equally emotional. I know people who have instructed their friends and family not to go to the airport to wish farewell because they hate goodbyes. 
The French seem to manage much better. They say au revoir which means “until we see each other again”. The Germans auf wiedersehen means “until our next meeting”. In Spanish hasta la vista means “see you later”. Goodbye in Polish is literally “see you”, and in Russian “until we meet again”. 
These goodbyes are all full of the expectation that the departure is a temporary thing. Of course the English “goodbye” itself is rather interesting. It comes as a result of a contraction of the words “God be with you”.
See also Sarah’s Speech in the children’s section below


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All creatures of our God and king MHB 28; WOV 3; H&P 329; CMP 7; S2 614
All over the world SIS 51; CMP 18; S1 12
All people that on earth MHB 2; WOV 10; H&P 1; CMP 20; S1 13

At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33
Christ is our peace AA16

Deep in the human heart HIOS 19
Father make us one SIS 153; CMP 137; S3 1200
Father we love you SIS 451; CMP 142; S1 103

Glory be to God the Father WOV 84

God is gone up on high MHB 219

Holy Spirit come SIS 446
How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

I hear a young child crying SIS 522

I’m not ashamed to own my Lord MHB 485; WOV 470; H&P 677; CMP 323
I’m not ashamed to own my Lord (arr LeTocq) CMP 992
It only takes a spark CMP 348
Jesus take me as I am SIS 319; S1 297

Lord the light of your love SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335
Lord we long for you to move in power SIS 521; CMP 448; S1 337
Now Jesus came among us AA 101

Now unto him (Benediction) SIS 72; AA 102
This is our faith  HIOS 136
We will seek your face S2 1046

You faithful souls who Jesus know MHB 229; H&P 751


	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to 

follow link

	Collect

Almighty an everlasting Father, 

you raised our Lord Jesus Christ 

to your right hand on high. 

As we rejoice in his exaltation, 

fill us with his Spirit, 

that we may go into all the world 

and faithfully proclaim the gospel. 

This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship

Sing praises to God! 

Every kingdom on earth, sing to the Lord! 

Praise the one who rides across the ancient skies; 

listen as he speaks with a mighty voice. 
Tell about God's power! 

He is honoured in Israel, and he rules the skies. 

The God of Israel is fearsome in his temple, 

and he makes us strong. 

Let's praise our God!
Psalm 68.32-35 Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society
Winter call to worship
(written for the people of Christchurch – but able to be adapted by others)

Reader 1: 
Welcome to winter!

Reader 2: 
The cold front is coming through later in the week

Reader 1: 
We’ll have a taste of it this afternoon

Reader 2: 
then we’ll warm up again

Reader 1: 
Unlike the poor people in the North, who’ll stay cold all week

Reader 3: 
Well…according to the weather forecasters, anyway

Reader 1: 
Ah, but winter’s coming for all of us

Reader 4: 
And some of us haven’t got our “primary source of winter warmth” 
                        restored yet

Reader 5: 
Some of us have lost fireplaces

Reader 6: 
And some of us are a bit nervous about electrical costs for the 
                       coming season

Reader 1: 
And all of us are thinking about winter with not much enthusiasm 

Reader 6: 
Enthusiasm? 

Reader 2: 
Well you know…snowmen, sleighbells, pretty photographs, 
                        icing-sugar hilltops

Reader 1: 
It’s going to be cold!

Reader 3: 
So what do we do?

Reader 2: 
We look for resources…the things that will help us manage
                        winter with grace

Reader 5: 
Grace?                                                                    

Reader 6: 
The spontaneous, undeserved, random irruptions of goodness into 
                        our lives

Reader 4: 
God’s fingerprints into the snowbanks

Reader 2: 
Tracings of beauty and hope in the frost on the window

Reader 3: 
the collective warmth from people who can remember 

Reader 1: 
the unexpected joys that our memories can give us when all   

                        around there’s not much to be joyful about

Reader 2: 
That unexpected perspective that gives a new slant on things

Reader 3: 
So that’s what we’re doing here this morning

Reader 6: 
We’re sharing our resources: our memories, our perspectives, our 
                        stories

Reader 4  
In the presence of God’s Holy Spirit, inbreathing and inspiring and
                        encouraging us all

Reader 5: 
in the confident belief that in this Christian community of grace, 
                        Christ’s love is seen and known

Reader 1: 
and so…let us share our stories

Reader 2: 
Our insights

Reader 3: 
Our fears

Reader 4: 
Our prayers

Reader 5:
Our dreams and hopes

Reader 6: 
Ourselves

All together: 
In Jesus’ name…..Amen

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)                 
Prayer of Confession
Reader: 
Join me in the Prayer of Confession

All: 

Loving God, by our actions and inactions we have hurt ourselves 
                        and others. We have neglected our spiritual and psychical health. 
                        We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. Forgive us. Help
                        us to grow in faith and understanding. Help us to care for
                        ourselves so we may have energy to care for others. Help us to 
                        take time for You. Let your Spirit nourish our souls.
(Silent prayer of confession)
Words of Forgiveness

Reader: 
We are loved by God and blessed by God’s grace, In the name of 
                        Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

People: 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Prepared for Asia Sunday by the Rev. Claudia Genung Yamamoto, a Methodist missionary pastor in Japan.

Benedictions

God our Friend and Companion,

We have tasted your gift of bonding and communion.

We have seen and have reached-out to our sisters and brothers from near and far.

And we have affirmed the gift of fellowship and kinship.

We learned and laughed together.

We asked questions and found the challenges to move on.

With joy and hope springing forth from the womb of our community,

We have received the gift of grace and wisdom, love and faith.

As we unleash the power within us,

and draw strength from each other’s wisdom and courage,

make us strengthen our resolve to defend life and dignity.

Cleanse us, renew us, empower us.

We re-commit ourselves to move on and carry forward

the tasks and challenges of defending life and dignity.

We celebrate our journey because you are the Ruah that moves amongst us. Amen.
Prepared for Asia Sunday by Norma Dollaga, a Methodist deaconess in the Philippines.

Leader: 
Touch your eyes. May God bless our eyes and may we see clearly
                        the world around us. Repeat: Bless my eyes.

All: 

Bless my eyes.

Leader: 
Touch your ears. May God bless our ears so we may hear the 

                        voices of other women around us. Repeat: Bless my ears.

All: 

Bless my ears.

Leader: 
Touch your mouth. May we speak words of truth, healing, hope,

                        and wisdom.

Repeat: 
Bless my mouth.

All: 

Bless my mouth.

Leader: 
Touch your heart. May we be open to love and be loved. Repeat: 

                        Bless my heart.

All: 

Bless my heart.

Leader: 
Touch your hands. May we touch ourselves and others with love, 

                        compassion, and tenderness. Repeat: Bless my hands.

All: 

Bless my hands.

Leader: 
Touch (or reach down towards) your feet. May we walk with 

                        courage on our journey. Repeat: Bless my feet.

All: 

Bless my feet.

Leader: 
Touch the person next to you and say, “Bless you my sister/ 

                        brother/friend.”

All: 

Bless you, my sister/brother/friend.

Prepared for Asia Sunday by Claudia Genung Yamamoto
Healer God, hear us!
Healer God, hear us.

When we call out to you

amidst conflicts and catastrophes,

the pain of being separated from our loved ones,

these fears so profound.

Give us wisdom to understand

The Holiest dwells evermore closer,

transforming our brokenness into wholeness

Make us healers, O God; make us healers of our time.
Healer God, hear us.

When justice seems so silent,

when corruption and ravenous power

creeps in, spreading, consuming.

Turn our deaf ears, blind sight, and our stone hearts

to the realities around us

Stir us, break us, fill us, send us.

Make us healers O God; make us healers of our time.
Healer God hear us.

when our thoughts scatter,

when we are nothing but empty words,

when we succumb to double standards.

God heal us, forgive us.

Challenge and reignite the flames of living love

Make us Healers O God; make us healers of our time.

Prepared for Asia Sunday by Devashrie de Silva, member of the CCA General Committee from Sri Lanka. (One line less in each stanza symbolizes the diminution of ‘self’ in the calling to becoming healers.)
You are chosen to keep the small flame of love alight

To nurture the seeds of goodness in this small place

Until the day when the Spirit sends you out

To light other candles in a dark land

And plant new seeds in a blackened earth. Amen
Morris West from Clowns of God (London: Hodder and Stoughton Ltd, 1981)
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Sarah’s speech

When Sarah was at Intermediate School it came around time for class speeches. All the children could choose their own topic. Sarah was a bit nervous about the thought of giving a speech, and it was no easy task for her to choose a topic. Eventually, she decided to give her speech on the Fairtrade movement. She researched the topic and found out that farmers and workers growing coffee beans, cocoa and tea often get paid so little for their products that they live in poverty. Sometimes growers don’t get enough to cover their costs. In some places the crops are produced by the use of the slave labour of children. At the same time the big multinational companies that buy and distribute the products are making large profits for their shareholders. The Fairtrade movement was set up to guarantee a fair price to producers and also to channel some profits back into community development to improve their social conditions.  
As she researched her topic, Sarah got quite passionate about it. She wrote to the Fairtrade organisation and they sent her a package of information. At the time she also gave up eating chocolate that was not Fairtrade. (This was a few years ago, and before Cadburys and Whittakers had introduced their Fairtrade lines, so it meant that she didn’t get to eat much chocolate.) She also started to boycott the products from some of big multinationals because she had learned that they had a bad reputation for exploiting the poor. Sometimes this made things a bit awkward at home, but Sarah stuck to her guns.

Nobody in her class had heard of Fairtrade before. It was a new concept for them and some of the children teased her about it. They would deliberately eat chocolate in front of her and offer her some. As it was not Fairtrade chocolate, Sarah would politely refuse. However, some people took notice. Sarah’s friend Rebecca was a year older than her and at High School. After Sarah told Rebecca about Fairtrade, Rebecca started a Fairtrade Committee at her High School and, with the staff’s approval started holding Fairtrade events at the school. The circles of influence began to spread outwards. Rebecca’s sister and all her friends began to promote Fairtrade too. 
Sarah is now at High School herself. She is at a different High School to Rebecca and members of the staff have asked her to be the school’s Fairtrade representative. For the second year in a row Sarah has just marked Fairtrade fortnight by selling banana splits at lunch time – made, of course, with Fairtrade bananas and Fairtrade chocolate.  This year, one of the teachers has asked Sarah to come and speak to her class about it. 
The circles of influence continue to spread outwards.
Sarah and Rebecca both live in Auckland and are passionate about championing the cause of Fairtrade.


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow link

	For expanding rings, Google images for “pebble in water”
For ascension, Google images for “ascension of Christ” or use this work by Salvador Dali
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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