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Sunday 4 September 2011
Father’s Day
Year A - Pentecost 12 - 55A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Lectionary readings for today
Exodus 12.1-14
Psalm 149
Romans 13.8-14
Matthew 18.15-20
Alternative readings for Father’s Day

Genesis 37.19-24, 29-35 Because of their jealousy, Joseph’s brothers plot to get rid of him. They tell their father Jacob that Joseph has been killed by a wild animal. Jacob is inconsolable in his grief.
Psalm 103.6-13 Just as parents are kind to their children, the Lord is kind to all who worship him.
Ephesians 6.1-4 The household code from Ephesians. Children obey your parents. Parents don’t be hard on your children.
Matthew 1.18-25 An angel appeared to Joseph and told him that he should marry Mary and that her baby was from the Holy Spirit.
Season of Creation: Alternative readings for Forest Sunday
Genesis 2:4b-22

Psalm 139:13-16

Acts 17:22-28

John 3:1-16

Excellent resources for this are to be found on the Season of creation website and on textweek. Note that both our NZ lectionary and the season of creation website have the dates of the Sundays muddled. The untangled series is reproduced below:
2011 Theme: The Spirit in creation
Sept 4 

1st Sunday in Creation
Forest Sunday
Sept 11 
2nd Sunday in Creation
Land Sunday
Sept 18 
3rd Sunday in Creation
High Country Sunday
Sept 25 
4th Sunday in Creation 
Social Justice Sunday
Oct 2 

5th Sunday in Creation 
Blessing of the Animals
Oct 9

Final Sunday in Creation
River Sunday

If you are following the Season of Creation, Mission Resourcing has a few copies of a Faraday Institute DVD and study book called “Test of Faith” that are appropriate for this season and are available to borrow for use with a group in your church. Request a DVD and one study book for the group leader from nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz. Trinity College has now given out all the copies that they made available to groups of young people.



	Introduction / Background
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	I have not used “10 minutes on a Tuesday” previously to give outlines of services of a topical nature, but Father’s Day seems like a good excuse to make an exception. Following the pattern of the biblical ‘household codes’ the preaching thoughts below suggest some bullet-point practical ideas. A gracious and humble presentation will ensure that such advice given from the pulpit doesn’t come across as overly moralistic!
The practice of celebrating Father’s Day originated in 1909 in Washington, USA. Sonora Smart Dodd got the idea when listening to a Mother’s Day sermon. She thought it would be great to have a day to be able to honour her father, William Smart.  William’s wife died giving birth to their sixth child. He raised all six children on his own and, as an adult, Sonora realised the courage and selflessness of her father and wanted to be able to acknowledge him publicly. Others joined in who also wanted to honour their fathers and so Father’s Day began.
It can be a day when a mixture of emotions comes to the fore. For some people it is a day to give thanks to their dad, to spend time with him, or to talk to him on the phone, and let him know that he is appreciated. For others the day is fraught with pain and difficulty. There may be separation caused by death, an estranged relationship or a partner who is physically far away. It can be an especially difficult day for solo mums. Then there are those grandparents, uncles and aunts, and others who take an interest in the welfare of children as if they were their own, but can’t claim any official role as “father”. Be creative and inclusive in your service planning and prayers today.
For those who like to plan ahead, the next series that we’ll be following in “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will be a series from Philippians commencing on 18 September. 

    Philippians 1 – Joy in Suffering – 18 September
    Philippians 2 – Joy in Serving – 25 September
    Philippians 3 – Joy in Believing – 2 October 
    Philippians 4 – Joy in Praying – 9 October


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Top ten father and child songs (many complete with fatherly advice) 
You could have a lot of fun with these by making a compilation to play in your service. I think you’ll find all of them on YouTube. Alternatively you could read out the list and get people to suggest others. 

1. Get a little dirt on your hands – made famous in New Zealand by the Howard Morrison Quartet. Written by Bill Anderson. Read the lyrics.
2. Do what you do do well boy. Written by Ned Miller. Read the lyrics.
3. The Best Day – Taylor Swift. Read the lyrics.
4. Cat’s in the Cradle – Harry Chaplin. Read the lyrics.
5. Father to Son - Phil Collins “I’ll always be with you” Read the lyrics.
6. Father and Son – Cat Stevens. “Take your time, think a lot, think of everything you’ve got” Read the lyrics.
7. Song for Dad – Keith Urban. Read the lyrics.
8. Bridge over Troubled Water – Paul Simon (performed by Simon and Garfunkel) “Your time has come to shine, all your dreams are on their way” Read the lyrics.
9. The Living Years - Mike and the Mechanics  Read the lyrics.
10. Kooks – David Bowie. “Don’t pick fights with bullies” Read the lyrics. 

Thinking of the Heavenly Father you’d get a whole new list. Father’s Eyes by Amy Grant immediately comes to mind. Read the lyrics. 

	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Baby pictures
Get some photos of men in the congregation when they were babies or young children. Show them to the congregation. (Data-projector people can scan and project. Overhead-projector people can photo-copy onto acetates and project. Smaller groups can hand the photos around.) See who can correctly guess the identity of the babies in the photos. Have a prize for the person who can guess the most correctly.

Fathers’ interview

Arrange for two or three fathers or grand-fathers to give a short talk or be interviewed about how being a father/grandfather has changed their lives. Present each with a tie for their participation. (Respectable and cheap dress ties available from the $2 shop.)

Rugby World Cup 2011
The Rugby World Cup finally kicks off this Friday. Ideas for services and outreach are on the Engagenz website. A 9 metre flag bunting with flags of all 20 competing nations is available from the flag shop for $29.95.
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	Preaching thoughts and Illustrations
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	Some Practical Tips for Father’s Day

We can’t hide from the fact that in New Zealand many families are in crisis. All too frequently we hear in the news of our children being beaten to death. We cry out, “What’s going on?” 
Some people say it’s a problem of poverty and hardship, and in part that may be true, but in Great Depression of the 1930’s people didn’t bash their kids to death.

Without suggesting that there are any quick answers we’re going to look this morning at some practical tips for families – because it’s Father’s Day.

Now mums and grandmas and granddads and aunts and uncles don’t turn off – because most of this is for all of us. Can we ask God to give us each at least one thing for me in the week ahead?  Let’s pray for that – for dads – and for our nation’s kids…

Families in the twenty-first century are not what they used to be….

They’re SMALLER. People are having less children and having their children later in life. Compared with the way things used to be, we now have more solo parents, more childless couples, proportionately fewer people are getting married and more people living alone.
They’re OLDER. People are living longer and marrying later in life.
And they’re just DIFFERENT from what was the traditional family model. Less than half New Zealand families now comprise two parents with a child or children.  In other words most families are comprised of parents without children, children with one parent or some other combination.

There have been enormous changes in expectations and roles of husbands and wives, fathers and mothers. 
Illustration As an exercise in a pre-marriage counseling course, I ask couples to write ‘job descriptions’ for their future husband or wife. I then get them to talk together about what they have written. Sometimes there is very little correlation between how a person sees their role and how their prospective spouse sees it!
Society has changed and the old role models aren’t working. Couple that with what we see on television where the two predominant male caricatures are weak and bumbling (Homer Simpson) or macho and unemotional (Arnold Schwarzenegger and James Bond). Neither of them work in the real world. So who becomes the hero for the modern male?  I’ve seen young men in Auckland with Kurt Cobain t-shirts. Written across them is, ‘I hate myself and I want to die’

Which leads us to painfully ask, ‘Why is there a market for this?’
According to the government website our young people are killing themselves at a higher rate than anywhere else on earth except Finland.  We can’t hide from the fact that we have problems.  
The New Testament letters contain “household codes” that seek to give practical and helpful advice to Christian families. We read from one of them this morning in the letter to the Ephesians and we find others in Colossians, Titus and 1 Peter.  They lead us to ask, “what practical and helpful things can we do in twenty-first century Kiwi families?”
Mark our children’s rise to adulthood

Many cultures have initiation ceremonies to mark the transition of children from childhood into the adult culture. The Jews for example have a bar mitzvah for boys and liberal synagogues have one for girls too. In New Zealand the process of transition begins with teenage years (or before) and adolescence extends often into the thirties.
Illustration Burt Reynolds speaks of his relationship with his father, “We never hugged, we never kissed, we never said “I Love you.” No, we never cried.

So what happened was that I was desperately looking for someone who’d say, “You’re grown up and I approve and love you, and you don’t have to do those things any more.” I was lost inside. I couldn’t connect. I was incomplete. I didn’t know what I needed to know. (Reported in an article in the Houston Chronicle 1992)
So, initiate opportunities to tell your children that you love them and mark their rise to adulthood. Use a family dinner or a party to mark occasions like:

· leaving school

· the first job

· acceptance at a tertiary institution

· graduation

· a twenty-first birthday

· engagement

· marriage

These are occasions for parents to make speeches.
Illustration

I went to a friend’s twenty-first birthday celebration which happened not long after his graduation. On both occasions his dad made a speech. The father had picked up an acorn on the University campus not long after the son’s course had started. In his speech he likened his son, who had now grown into a man, to an acorn which had grown into an oak tree. He said that he and his son hadn’t always agreed on everything but nevertheless he was proud of him.
This is the message we need to give to our grown children: I love you. I’m proud of you. You’re a man (or woman) now.
Make time to be with the children

The number one need of children is not for something difficult or expensive.  They just need someone to be there for them – to give them attention and listen to them. While we give nodding assent to this, in the busyness of modern working life it is a difficult balance to achieve.  
Illustration

In one study, cited by Dr. James Dobson in What Wives Wish Their Husbands Knew About Women, a group of dads was asked how long each day they spent daily playing and talking to children. Their answers averaged from 15 to 20 minutes.  Then little microphones were attached to the kids to verify what actually was happening. The result was that the average time dads spend interacting with their children was 37 seconds a day! It averaged out at 2.7 encounters lasting 10-15 seconds each. 
It is true that parents are busy. It is also true that our children can be busy.  As well as video games, internet, homework, Facebook, television and DVDs, there are sports and interest groups for all sorts of things. All these things are wonderful, but there is a cost. The cost can be lost meal times together, lost family interaction, little time to read together or learning to play constructively. What we need is a balance. Family life is more important than outside activities.  We need to be careful not to ‘busy’ our children out of a family life.  Make time to be with the children.
Tell children of our love for them

Illustration
In his book, “The Furious Longing of God,” Brennan Manning tells the story of Larry Malaney, whose life was totally turned around in the middle of his university years.  Larry had a very low self esteem. He was short, very fat, had a face covered in pimples and long hair. He always wore the same t-shirt and jeans and didn’t care much for personal hygiene so often smelt bad. He had a formal and starchy relationship with his dad and they often argued. On one occasion when he had gone home for the holidays he announced, “I’m back to Varsity in the morning.”

His dad asked, “What time?”

“6.00am. I’ll take the bus to the airport.”

“I’ll bus with you.”

It worked in well because the airport was by Larry’s dad’s work. So at 6.00am the next morning they caught the bus together. Neither had much to say. They got off the bus together and walked across the road. A bunch of lads from Larry’s dad’s factory were there. Seeing them together they thought they’d have some fun so they began to shout out, “Oink, oink, oink!! Fat kid! Oink, oink!”

“Dirty hippie!”

“If I had a kid like that I’d hide him in the basement.”

“Hey, give us an oink.”

As these brutal insults continued Larry’s dad reached out and hugged him. He then kissed him on both cheeks and said, “Larry, if your mum and I live to be 150 years old, that won’t be long enough to thank God for the gift God gave us when he gave us you. I’m so proud you’re my son.”

When Larry got back to Varsity there was a complete transformation. He cleaned up his act – and eventually became student president. Larry was later ordained as a Catholic priest and served as a missionary in South America.
Children need to be told that they are loved. Not just by their dads – by mums, nanas, granddads, aunts and uncles.
We are quick to correct kids when they get it wrong – but sometimes we forget to say, “I’m proud of you. I love you.”
Restore a biblical ethic

It will come as no surprise to hear that our society’s values have changed. In some cases the things valued and promoted are almost the opposite of what was true a generation ago. The popular writer on leadership, Stephen Covey, has done some research on success literature before and after World War II. He suggests that…
Before a person’s character was considered of utmost importance in achieving success. Integrity, humility, temperance, justice, patience, modesty, industry and the Golden Rule were valued.
Today a person’s personality is considered the key to success. Social image-consciousness, techniques and quick fixes are valued. A person can be judged a success while failing in every significant relationship in their life! It is considered easier to abandon a relationship than to work out the difficulties and easy solutions take precedence over right ones. Fidelity is given little value.
What can we do when faced with these changes? Return to a biblical ethic. Seek to honour God in everything. Seek to do the right thing no matter what and to be known as someone who is truthful, faithful and sincere. Be aware of the lure of covetousness and the pervasiveness of greed. And seek to keep our promises no matter what. Finally…
Value the church family

Families are getting smaller. More people are living alone. In some suburbs of Auckland more than a quarter of the homes are single occupant dwellings. Add to that mix those who have recently arrived from other cultures and countries and it is increasingly common to find people with feelings of isolation, loneliness, alienation and having little belonging. 
But, of course the Good News is that in Christ we all belong. We belong to Christ
And we belong to the family of God. We can be involved in a local church with the intimacy of a natural family.
Illustration
I was once in a church home group when a Christian friend said to me, “You know I feel closer to you than to my own family!” And some of you have experienced just that in the church family.
Enter wholeheartedly into the life of the community of believers. Don’t stay with one foot in and one foot out. In the end this family will last forever… and you will never be alone.
So there you have it, five practical tips for Father’s Day 2011:

1. Mark our children’s rise to adulthood

2. Make time to be with the children

3. Tell children of our love for them

4. Restore a biblical ethic

5. Value the church family



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
Abba father, let me be SIS 305; CMP 3; S1 1
All creatures of our God and king MHB 28; WOV 3; H&P 329; CMP 7; S2 614
A mighty stronghold is our God WOV 8

Because you came HIOS 10
Come, fill our cup with the water of life HIOS 18

Dear Lord and Father of mankind MHB 669; WOV 519; H&P 673; CMP 111; 

    S1 79
Father God I give all thanks SIS 97

Father in heaven how we love you SIS 472; CMP 135 ; S1 96
Father we love you SIS 452; CMP 142; S1 103
For the beauty of the earth MHB 35; WOV 77; H&P 333; CMP 152
Give to our God immortal praise WOV 43; H&P 22; CMP 171
He shall feed his sheep SIS 120 

How deep the Father’s love for us CMP 988; S1 185
How great is our God (sheet music from musicnotes)
Immortal invisible God only wise MHB 34; WOV 80; H&P 9; CMP 327; S1 220
Now thank we all our God MHB 10; WOV 14; H&P 566; CMP 486
O Father of the fatherless CMP 906; S1 382

Our Father God, your name we praise (words – tune WOV 27)

Our God our help MHB 878; WOV 46; H&P 358; CMP 498; S2 905
Praise my soul the King of heaven MHB 12; WOV 68; H&P 13; CMP 560; S1 433
Praise to the Lord the Almighty MHB 64; WOV 28; H&P 16; CMP 564; S2 945
Praise the Lord, you heavens adore him MHB 13; WOV 58; H&P 15; CMP 920
To God be the glory MHB 313; WOV 85; H&P 463; CMP 708; S1 526
You, O Lord, are a holy God S3 1673



	Prayers

	Collects

O God, you bear your people ever on your heart and mind. 
Watch over us in your protecting love, 
that, strengthened by your grace 
and led by your Spirit,

we may not miss your way for us 
but enter into your glory 

made ready for all in Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Go before us Lord in all that we do, 

with your most gracious favour, 

and guide with your continual help, 

that in all our works, 

begun, continued and ended in you, 

we may glorify your holy name, 

and finally by your mercy obtain everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
The love of God
Praise the Lord, my soul! 
All my being, praise his holy name!
Praise the Lord, my soul, 
and do not forget how kind he is.
He forgives all my sins 
and heals all my diseases.
He keeps me from the grave 
and blesses me with love and mercy.
He fills my life with good things, 
so that I stay young and strong like an eagle.
The Lord judges in favour of the oppressed 
and gives them their rights.

He revealed his plans to Moses 
and let the people of Israel see his mighty deeds.
The Lord is merciful and loving, 
slow to become angry and full of constant love.

He does not keep on rebuking; 
he is not angry forever.
He does not punish us as we deserve 
or repay us according to our sins and wrongs.

As high as the sky is above the earth, 
so great is his love for those who honour him.
As far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our sins from us.

As a father is kind to his children, 
so the Lord is kind to those who honour him.
He knows what we are made of; 
he remembers that we are dust.

As for us, our life is like grass. 
We grow and flourish like a wild flower;
then the wind blows on it, and it is gone -” 
no one sees it again.

But for those who honour the Lord, his love lasts forever, 
and his goodness endures for all generations
of those who are true to his covenant 
and who faithfully obey his commands.

The Lord placed his throne in heaven; 
he is king over all.

Praise the Lord, you strong and mighty angels, 
who obey his commands, 
who listen to what he says.

Praise the Lord, all you heavenly powers, 
you servants of his, who do his will!
Praise the Lord, all his creatures 
in all the places he rules. 
Praise the Lord, my soul!

Praise the Lord, my soul!
Psalm 103 Good News Translation (GNT) Copyright © 1992 by American Bible Society


	Children
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	Standard time
I’ve got my watch on today and by my watch the time is…. 

Does anyone else have a watch? 

What do you make the time? (Usually you’ll get some answers that are two or three minutes different.)

Some people make their watches run five minutes fast on purpose so that they can be sure of getting to places on time. 

However, it’s no good having a watch if it you can’t tell the real time when you look at it. 

Last week we had a power cut at my place and one of the electric alarm clocks in the house reset itself when the power came on. But it set itself back to 12.00am and the result was that the alarm went off in the middle of the night waking us all up. 

In fact, some funny things can happen with clocks. My car is a Japanese import and the clock is set by the GPS. The trouble is that it runs to Japanese time so it’s always three hours slow and there is no way of changing it.

That’s why we use a standard time to set our watches and clocks. It’s called Greenwich Mean Time and it is the standard for time around the world. New Zealand clocks are set to exactly twelve hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (except during daylight saving time). There is no use in setting your watch from a time that is wrong. We need get the time off the radio or television to be sure we have the standard time.

Now all that can be a bit like fathers. They are supposed to be a good example to their children. Some are very good at that, and others don’t do so well. But no matter how good a father is, all fathers are human and make mistakes. By copying their example we can only come as close to getting things right as they have. What we really need is a standard that’s always true (like Greenwich Mean Time.) 
That’s why Jesus said, “You must always act like your Father in heaven” Matthew 5.48. God gives us the perfect standard, and closer we measure to God’s standard the prouder our parents will be of us.



	PowerPoint
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	Google images for “father and children images”
Father’s Day cartoon from reverendfun.com
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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