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Sunday 25 December 2011
Jesus is born 

Year B - Christmas Day - 05B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Outline for Family Service
Extra Music 

Extra Prayers
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links


	Isaiah 62.6-12 A promise of restoration and rebuilding… “you will be called, 

‘The Lord's Own People, The Ones He Rescued!'”
Psalm 97 A song in praise of the Lord who rules the whole earth. “The heavens announce, ‘The Lord brings justice!’ Everyone sees God's glory.”
Titus 3.4-7 God sent Jesus to be our Saviour. By his grace he has given us his Spirit and the hope of eternal life.
Luke 2.1-20 Luke tells of Joseph and Mary’s trip to Bethlehem where Mary gave birth to her first-born son. An angel told a group of shepherds that the baby was the Christ. Hearing this news they hurried off to see him and found the baby lying on a bed of hay.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	This service plan is designed for a brief family Christmas Day service. It is structured around the Dramatised Bible reading that has been available from the NZ Methodist website. The readings are from Luke 2.1-20 and Matthew 2.1-11 (from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation copyright ©1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.)
The dramatised reading can be performed as an impromptu play as long as you have a good reader pre-arranged for the narrator and have scripts to hand out to the players who will act out the narrative. (Alternatively, you could get the narrator to read all the dialogue and have the players in non speaking roles.) You will need to plan in advance the movement of the characters and prompt and direct them ‘on the run’. Arrange to have some simple costumes and props:  a manger with a baby Jesus (or doll), gifts for the Magi (wise men) to present, staffs for the shepherds, a star on a stick for the Magi to follow.
Speaking parts: Narrator, Angel, Angel chorus, Shepherd 1, Shepherd 2, Magi 1, Magi 2, Magi 3, Herod, Teacher 1, Teacher 2.
Non-speaking parts: Joseph & Mary.
Blessed Christmas
I wish you all joy and peace this Christmas. I will be taking annual leave after Christmas Day. The New Year’s Day “10 Minutes” is being prepared by Peter Williamson and Alan K Webster has agreed to do Sundays 8 and 15 January. 

Andrew Gamman



	Outline for Family Service
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	Call to worship

On this happy day

and in this place

come and join in the worship of the babe

who was born to reveal God’s nature to us.
Come to him

and marvel at his readiness to come to us.
Carol              Come and join the celebration H&P 97; CMP 83
Welcome and Prayer
Lord Jesus,

Today we celebrate 

as we remember your birth in Bethlehem.

We join with the angels and sing

“Glory to God in the highest!”

You are Emmanuel - God with us

Taking our flesh - Living in our world

Bringing light to our lives.

May we find your presence with us

when our hearts overflow with joy

and when they are heavy with sadness.

In times of need 

and in times of abundance.

When we are secure 

and when we are lost.
Our Lord, be born in us today.
Seek us, find us, 

save us, restore us.

May we carry your grace

and shine your light

into a darkened and needy world

and continue to spread 

your marvellous gospel of love.

Amen.
The Advent Wreath - Lighting the Christmas candle

May all who are godly rejoice in the Lord
and praise his holy name!
Light shines on the godly,
and joy on those whose hearts are right.
(Light the centre Christmas candle)
What did you get for Christmas?

Call the children forward and ask them to show their Christmas gifts.
Reading from the prophet   Isaiah 62.6-12
Christmas Appeal Offering

The annual Christian World Service Christmas Appeal has the theme of “share the care” this year. We seek to highlight the value of health and healing in the developing world. In a time when many in our land spend so much on themselves and their families, we are challenged to make a generous contribution to those who are disadvantaged. Your gift will connect you with those in need and help provide safe drinking water, food and health care.
Offertory Prayer

Loving God, on this morning we are very aware the wonderful gift 

that you have given to us in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

We are privileged also to be able to bring our gifts 

and share the care 

as we join in supporting the Christian World Service Christmas Appeal.

With this offering we give to you 

our lives dedicated to your will.

Use these gifts to reveal your love

by bringing health and healing 

to the disadvantaged in the developing world.

In Jesus’ name Amen.

Scene 1

Ask for volunteers to be Mary & Joseph – both non-speaking parts. Give Mary a blue sheet to wear and Joseph a striped tea-towel head-dress. Have a manger front centre-stage and get Joseph and Mary to walk slowly forward and be seated behind it.
Narrator
The Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should
be taken throughout the Roman Empire. All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census.  Because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He travelled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was now obviously pregnant.

While they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 

She gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snugly 

in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no lodging available for them.
Produce a baby doll in the manger. Ask two volunteer shepherds to come to the front left-stage – provide script and staffs for them.
That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. 

Ask for an angel volunteer. Provide a tinsel halo and a script. A few people seated at the front of the church can be volunteered as the angel chorus – give them their scripts. Prompt the angel to suddenly appear to the shepherds and read…
Angel

Don’t be afraid! I bring you good news that will bring great joy 


to all people. The Saviour—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has 


been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will 


recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly 


in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.

Narrator 
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the 


armies of heaven—praising God and saying,

Angel Chorus
Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those
 with whom God is pleased.

Narrator 
When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said 


to each other, 

Shepherd 1
Let’s go to Bethlehem! 

Shepherd 2
Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told 


us about.

All the players remain on stage while the congregation stand and sing (you’ll need to provide song sheets for the players unless you project)
Carol
            While Shepherds watched their flocks  MHB 129; WOV 223; 
                        H&P 120; CMP 764; S2 1059
Scene 2

Narrator
They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. 
Direct the shepherds to move from left-stage to the manger. They admire the baby.
 Narrator          And there was the baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the 


shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the 


angel had said to them about this child. All who heard the 


shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these 


things in her heart and thought about them often. The shepherds 
                        went back to their flocks.
Shepherds move back to left-stage and say to each other
Shepherd 1 &2 Praise God for all we’ve had heard and seen. It was just as
 the angel had told us

Carol               Away in a Manger  MHB 860; WOV 242; H&P 94; CMP 47; S1 36
Scene 3
Ask for a Herod volunteer. Give him a crown (cardboard cut out) and a robe and a script and seat him right-stage.
Narrator
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King 


Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands 


arrived in Jerusalem.

Ask for 3 volunteers to be wise men (Magi). Give them a gift each to hold and a script. Have them approach Herod and ask…
Magi 1

Where is the newborn king of the Jews? 

Magi 2 
We saw his star as it rose

Magi 3

We have come to worship him.

Narrator 
King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was 


everyone in Jerusalem. He called a meeting of the leading 


priests and teachers of religious Law.

Are there any teachers in your congregation? Get two volunteer teachers. Give them a script and get them to join Herod and the Magi right-stage.
Herod

Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?

Teacher 1
In Bethlehem in Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote:

Teacher 2
And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not least 


among the ruling Cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you 


who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.
Narrator 
Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and 


he learned from them the time when the star first appeared. 

Herod

Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when 


you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and 


worship him, too!

Herod and the teachers now go back to be seated in the congregation while you sing...
Carol               We Three Kings v1  CMP 740
Scene 4

Narrator 
After this interview the wise men went their way. 
Magi 1 carries a cardboard star on a stick and the three Magi walk around coming eventually to stop at the manger where they present their gifts
                        And the star they had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. 
                        It went  ahead of them and stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! They 
entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 
treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.

Assemble all the players (apart from Herod and the Teachers) in a photo-opportunity pose behind the manger as you sing…

Carol               We Three Kings v2-5  CMP 740
(All players return to their seats)

Wrap up

Wrap up with a short message or a story. The story of Papa Panov fits quite well for Christmas Day. Originally written by French author Reuben Saillens, it was retold by Leo Tolstoy and has been subsequently re-written and re-told to fit many different settings. Re-write it yourself to fit the sort of people found in your own congregation and neighbourhood.
Carol             Hark the Herald Angels Sing  MHB 117; WOV 227; H&P 106; 

                      CMP 211; S1 144
Blessing 

May the child of Bethlehem,

who grew to show us the way to God,

both in his living and dying,

bless you and fill you with joy.  Amen.

© David Poultney  (used with permission)

Distribute Christmas Cake to the congregation as they leave.


	Extra Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa
COC: Carol our Christmas
CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Carols and songs

Angels from the realms of glory MHB 119; WOV 235; H&P 92; CMP 35; S2 631

Born in the night, Mary's child  WOV 642; H&P 95; CMP 62

Carol our Christmas COC 7
Child in the manger, infant of Mary  WOV241; CMP 71
Christians awake MHB 120; WOV 231; H&P 96; CMP 80; S2 653
Come to this Christmas singing  COC 16
Good Christians all, rejoice MHB 143; WOV 238; H&P 104: CMP 196
Infant holy, infant lowly WOV 225; CMP 342
Joy to the world  WOV 224; H&P 77; CMP 393; S1 305
Not on a snowy night AA 98; COC 31
O come all you faithful MHB 118; WOV 228; H&P 110; CMP 491; S1 380
O come let us adore him SIS 87

O little town of Bethlehem  MHB 125; WOV 240; H&P 113; CMP 503

Once in royal David’s city MHB 859; WOV 237; H&P 114; CMP 539; S1 404
See him lying on a bed of straw  H&P 118; CMP 589

Silent night, holy night  WOV 236; H&P 112; CMP 597; S1 455

The first Nowell MHB 131; WOV 221; H&P 119; CMP 644; S2 974
Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation WOV 218; H&P 127; CMP 714
Clap Hands

Clap hands, clap hands, clap hands and sing

for Jesus Christ, who is our king.

The light, the light of the world is he.

Lord, may your sweet love shine on me.

Clap hands and dance and sing

for Jesus Christ, our newborn king.

Ding, dong, hear the church bells ring,

for Christ is born of Mary.

Clap hands, clap hands and sing and pray,

for Christ is born this blessed day:

is born in lowly cattle stall,

in stable bare and dark and small.

Clap hands and dance and sing and shout

for this is what life’s all about.

The son of man, a special birth;

the son of God is come to earth.

Tune: Greensleeves
© Jan Chamberlain (used with permission)



	Extra Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	Collect

God of light and hope, 

of stars and surprises: 

open our eyes to your glory 

and our hearts to your presence, 

that we may respond with joy to the angel song; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Collect 

God of all,

you have shown yourself to us

in Word made flesh.

Be present in our lives,

speak your word in our flesh.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

in whose life we find yours.  Amen.

© David Poultney  (used with permission)

Christmas Day
John 1:1-14

God, as we enter this scene of nativity, 

clear our path to enter a holy day.  

This day is gift-wrapped.

This day is a feast of surprises.

Last night was still, silent.

Today is the day the baby has arrived.

Someone new in our lives is here.

Together:
Christ Jesus,

born into this world like no other,

yet born as one of us.

As we celebrate your birth,

I call you

to be born in us,

to enter every life,

with the joy of this day.

I long to participate in your destiny-

God with us, 

Amen.
© John Howell (used with permission)

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw


	Children

	Knock, knock
This series of “knock, knock” slots introduce characters from the Christmas story. The idea comes from Ian Hanley. You could begin with some of the old knock, knock gags:

Knock, knock
Who's there?
Marcus
Marcus who?
Marcus a book in the Bible!
Knock, knock
Who's there?
Avenue
Avenue who?
Avenue heard the good news!
Knock, knock!

Who's there?
Mary
Mary who?

Mary Christmas!

Knock, knock!

Who's there?
Jesus
Jesus who?

Baby Jesus… Now explain that Christmas is all about the birth of a special baby. Jesus is the most important person in the Christmas story. Christmas is all about his birth. 

Jesus was born just after Joseph and his mother Mary had travelled to Bethlehem. When they arrived, they found that the inn keeper had no room, so they had to stay in the animals’ stable – and that’s where the baby Jesus was born. They wrapped him in baby clothes and made a bed for him in the hay. 
That night some shepherds were guarding their sheep in the fields nearby. Suddenly an angel appeared to them and a great light shone all around them. They were terrified and fell down in fear. But the angel said that there was no need to be afraid. He was there to being good news. The news was that the baby who was lying on the hay in the stable was sent from God to be God’s chosen king – the Messiah. The shepherds rushed into Bethlehem to have a look and found it all just as the angel had said. They praised God for what they had seen.

So Christmas is about the birth of a baby. But not just any baby. This baby was the Son of God and our Lord Jesus Christ.


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	The Brick Testament tells the story “Jesus is Born” in 45 slides  
Painting of The Nativity by Master of Salzburg, c.1400 from the Web Gallery of Art.
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