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Sunday 21 August 2011
Who is Jesus?
Year A - Pentecost 10 - 53A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Exodus 1.8-2.10 The Israelites, in bondage in Egypt become so numerous that the Egyptians feel threatened. To control their numbers the king ordered that baby boys be killed. However when Moses is born he is rescued by the king’s daughter.
Psalm 124 David praises God for protection from his enemies. “We escaped like birds from a hunter’s torn net.”
Romans 12.1-8 The most sensible way to serve God is to present our bodies to him as a living sacrifice. We have each been given gifts which we are to use well.
Matthew 16.13-20 Peter declares that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. Jesus responds by talking about building the church.
Daffodil Day
This Sunday and next are the nearest to Daffodil Day (Friday 26 August). You may want to take a moment in your service to pray for those battling cancer, and for medical professionals and hospice workers supporting cancer sufferers and their families. It may be also appropriate to give thanks for the memory of those whose lives have been lost. You’ll find resources on the Cancer Society website and the Society will provide daffodils if you wish to take up an offering for them.
If you are planning ahead, the Season of Creation commences in September. Mission Resourcing has a few copies of a Faraday Institute DVD and study book called “Test of Faith” that are appropriate for this season and are available to borrow for use with a group in your church. Request a DVD and one study book for the group leader from nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz.

This is such an important issue for young people in the secondary and tertiary age group that Trinity College are encouraging churches to organize groups of young people to do the three studies. If you can organize such a group Trinity College will provide the DVD and study books for each participant to own fill in. Request from ngrundy@tcol.ac.nz.

The lectionary suggests that we celebrate this Sunday or next as Youth Sunday. Anglican Youth Ministries have a good multi-cultural pdf web resource for this (from 2009).



	Introduction / Background

	We use this week and next to wrap up our present series Jesus: Parables, miracles and oracles. Today we focus on the question that arises from Matthew 16.13-20, Who is Jesus? Next Sunday we look at the following verses (Matthew 16.21-28) and ponder what it means to take up your cross.
It won’t be of any help to your preaching to know that today’s gospel passage is one of the most disputed of the New Testament. First, there is the matter of the church. Here, and two chapters later, are the only places where the word “church” is used in the gospels. Are these genuine sayings of Jesus or words put into Jesus’ mouth by Matthew? 

Then there is the question of Peter. What is it exactly that Jesus is saying to Peter? The classic Catholic Church understanding is that when Jesus talks of the “rock” this refers to Peter. Given the word-play on the name (Peter means ‘rock’) this seems to be the natural reading of the passage. However, many other suggestions have been made as to the correct understanding of the metaphor. The reformers were inclined toward interpretations that did not support Papal primacy. So we get the assumption that the rock refers to Peter’s confession (Calvin), Peter’s preaching office (Melanchthon), or Jesus (Luther).
Finally, what are we to make of the keys? Do they open and close access to God’s kingdom?… or God’s forgiveness?... or do they represent the authority to exercise church discipline?
The possible options form a maze in which we can get lost. However, if we can look past all these exegetical problems, this is a great passage to preach! It focuses our attention on the person of Jesus and who we believe him to be. This focus is central to all who would give themselves the name “Christian”.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	While Christians believe in the humanity of Christ, in our age of scepticism we are faced with a barrage of popular literature that suggests that Jesus was just a man. Of recent note are: 

The Da Vinci Code (2003). Dan Brown is a great story-teller and this novel makes a good read and a rather graphically violent movie (2006). However, it does suggest that the church has high-jacked Jesus’ message by shrouding it in a cloak of divinity. 
My name was Judas (2006). CK Stead uses the form of a novel to rewrite the story of Christ. The disciples come alive with his earthy descriptions, but his Christ is stripped of transcendence and his gospel stripped of its enchantment.
Personal Jesus by Depeche Mode, off their 1989 Violator album, is interesting in this context. It has been covered by several other artists including Marilyn Manson and Johnny Cash. Read the lyrics. Watch the Johnny Cash version on YouTube. 


	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	Who am I?

A game to introduce your theme:

Think of a famous person known to everyone. Tell you congregation that you are that person and get people to ask questions to determine who you are. You can only give yes or no answers.

For example: 

You think of William Shakespeare. 

People might ask – Do you live in New Zealand? Are you male? Are you alive today? Are you famous for sport? etc… With the right questions and a well-known person it doesn’t take long to get there.

Who is Jesus? – the names 
Ask people to suggest names used of Jesus in the Bible and write them up on a whiteboard or projector. Talk about the significance and meaning of each. A few ideas: 

Christ 


Son of man

Son of God

Son of David

Lord


Lamb of God

Immanuel

Saviour

Alpha and omega
The word

Messiah

The good shepherd

The bread of life
The light of the world

A great high priest
The chief cornerstone

Head of the church
King of kings

Prince of peace

Banner

The old wooden church building in which my family worshipped when I as a child had a Bible verse from Hebrews written large over the doorway which you read as you left:

“How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?”

The verse represented the evangelistic emphasis of that fellowship in that time. The old church building has long been demolished and the sign has gone with it. But the idea of posing a question for those leaving the service is a good one. Make up a banner with today’s question and place it over the doorway for people to read as they leave your service.
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	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	“Jesus was a Capricorn, he ate organic foods.
He believed in love and peace and never wore no shoes”

Well, at least that was how Kris Kristofferson saw it in his 1973 song Jesus was a Capricorn. But maybe it was just that Kris was into astrology and bare feet. And that’s the trouble. We paint Christ into our image, colour him with the familiar and compare him with what we know. It seems that everyone has their own personal Jesus. It’s not a new problem.
Even during the time Jesus was walking the earth over in the Middle East people had all sorts of theories about who he might be. This week’s reading finds Jesus and the disciples still way up in the north country – this time in Caesarea Philippi. In this setting he asks his disciples, “who do people say that I am?” They come up with some interesting answers.
Find freedom v13-14
“Some people say you are John the Baptist or maybe Elijah or Jeremiah or some other prophet," they answer. Which may strike you was a bit odd because these people were all dead. (Apart from Elijah who, according to the biblical record, was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire.) What it does indicate is that the oppressed people of Israel were looking to God for some supernatural divine intervention. 
If you were longing for a deliverer, John would be your man. He certainly wasn’t shy when it came to opposing the authorities. Or Elijah. He was a great miracle worker. No wonder people thought of him when they saw Jesus in action. Elijah was someone who could so readily tap into the power of the divine and would surely set things to rights. Or Jeremiah, or one of the great prophets of old who gave such guidance and leadership. The answers speak of a people longing for freedom.
Freedom was the very thing that Jesus came to announce. “If the Son gives you freedom, you are free!” (John 8.36 – see also Luke 14.8). Of course, he was looking deeper than political freedom. This is the freedom that we all long for! A freedom from self deception and freedom from the consequences of our own misguided thoughts and actions.  One of Charles Wesley’s most famous hymns “And can it be” bears witness to this freedom:
Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night.
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray;
I woke; the dungeon flamed with light.
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed thee
The good news comes by way of paradox. The freedom that we long for is not freedom to do whatever we want. This ends up as slavery to our own selfishness. Real freedom comes in the commitment to serve God. If we come back to Kris Kristofferson, this bit he did get right when he penned the lyric 

Freedom’s just another word
for nothing left to lose

(From Me and Bobby McGee – famously covered by Janis Joplin). Do you know the wonderful freedom of giving it all away? A decision to live in God’s service frees us to be all that we are meant to be.
Decide for yourself v15-17
If the question came to the disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” it also comes to us. It’s good to know what others believe, but all-important to know what we believe. This is the central question of our faith. 
Who do you say that Jesus is?
The question invites a response more by way of personal commitment than systematic theology. When we look at the terms used of Jesus in the passage we see that they call for a faith response.

The first time that Jesus asked what people were saying about him, he used the deliberately ambiguous self-designation son of man (Matthew 16.13). While “son of man” is a reference to the humanity of Jesus, his hearers were also aware of a divine deliverer in Daniel (Daniel 7.13-14) who has this title. In the writings of the prophet this divine figure establishes a kingdom and is the object of worship.

So was Jesus just a good man? Or was there something else about him? Peter’s response is, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." Jesus in turn declares that such knowledge has come from the Father God. 
The confession that Jesus was Messiah resonated with all the contemporary Jewish hopes and expectations.  “Messiah”, like the Greek term “Christ”, means someone who is anointed as king. But Jesus was quick to point out that he was quite unlike any king that they were expecting. When pushed to speak about it he said, “my kingdom is not of this world” (John 18.36). He wasn’t establishing a political rule. Instead the rule of Christ comes to us personally and to us together as the community he left behind. To proclaim him as Christ is to accept his rule. 
Peter goes on to call him Son of God. Jesus shows us what God is like. In the language of the letter to the Hebrews he is “the exact likeness of God’s own being” (Hebrews 1.3). Jesus is the image of the God who is invisible (Colossians 1.15). This is what makes the Christian faith unique. For Christians, to know Jesus is to know God. 
So who do you say that he is?
Pass on the vision v18-20
If Jesus’ mission was to announce the kingdom of God, then it was crucially important that, beyond his ascension, his work on earth would continue. So it was that his mission on earth was passed on to a new community. These verses in Matthew’s gospel show, for the first time, Jesus explicitly talking of the on-going community that will carry on his vision. It is Peter and his faith confession that become the community’s foundation.  
Just as it was important for Jesus to find a core of followers who would carry on the work when he had gone, so too it is important for us. Where is the next generation of leaders who will lead the church of God and bring freedom to the oppressed and hope to the hopeless? Are we training them up, preparing them to lead in the new environment in which they will find themselves? 

Here Peter is being prepared and commissioned for his new role. Shortly we will see him empowered. With all his faults and frailty Peter picks up the task. 
The church with all its faults and weaknesses, and despite all the blunders people have made, has continued to bring hope to a needy world for 2000 years. As forgiven sinners our task is to look for the next generation of forgiven sinners to carry on the task. Who is it that can wear such a mantle? Only those who in faith can, like Peter, say of Jesus, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God."


	Illustrations / Stories
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	CS Lewis quote

I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’ That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher… Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else
a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit on Him and kill Him…or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.

“Mere Christianity,” pp. 52-53.
Indifference
GA Studdert-Kennedy, also known as Woodbine Willie, was a chaplain in the First World War. He served along the Western front and wrote poems through tragic and difficult times about the suffering of humanity. In one of these he expresses his pain at the indifference by which Christ is regarded: “When Jesus came to Birmingham they simply passed him by.” This is a good poem to use in the context of your worship service, Read the whole poem.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All hail king Jesus SIS 219; CMP 11; S1 5
All hail the power MHB 91; WOV 159; H&P 252; CMP 13; S1 7
And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 21
Christ is made the sure foundation WOV 343; CMP 73; S2 654
Father I thank you SIS 269
For I’m building a people of power SIS 262; CMP 151; S1 109
How is Jesus present?  AA 64
I believe in Jesus CMP 264; S1 195
I give myself to you SIS 325
Jesus at your name CMP 355; S1 273
Jesus lover of my soul (Ezzy, Grul & McPherson) S1 290
Jesus lover of my soul (Wesley) MHB 110; WOV 139; H&P 528; CMP 372; 

     S2 838
Jesus loves me this I know WOV 166; 
King of glory, king of peace MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397
King of my life S3 1388

Majesty SIS 206; CMP 454; S1 346
One, two, three, alleluia AA 111
O thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416
Stand up and bless the Lord MHB 685; WOV 383; H&P 513; CMP 615
The church’s one foundation MHB 701; WOV 385; H&P 515; CMP 640; S1 477
Turn your eyes upon Jesus SIS 34; CMP 712; S1 533


	Prayers
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	Call to worship 1

Come to worship Jesus
Seek his guiding presence

Listen for his voice calling to you

Serve and obey him

Come as members of this community of his people

Support one another in love

Encourage and serve each other

And find strength here for the week ahead
© Andrew Gamman 

Call to worship 2

Come let us praise the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Before the world was created, 

God had Christ choose us to live with him 

and to be his holy and innocent and loving people

From Ephesians 1.3-4

Collect

Merciful God, 

grant that your Church, 

being gathered by your Holy Spirit into one, 

may reveal your glory among all peoples, 

to the honour of your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
This is a moment that will never be quite the same again:

These people, this date, this set of memories and expectations
This might be a moment that we remember and value

Equally, this could be just like many other moments:

Lost in the claim and counter claims of importance

The choice is ours
We have chosen to be here this morning


You always choose to be with us, Lord:

We choose now to tune in to you


You always choose to tune in to us
We make a difference to each other

the way we greet each other

the way we listen to each other

the way we value, remember, honour each person here
We recognise the importance we have each one here for each other: 



that for this time, in this place, we matter to each other
We worship You 



who are always there, 



who always listen, 



who always care

And in our individuality and our communality

Our shared experiences and our differences

We come to celebrate together
© Alan K Webster  (used with permission)                 
Benediction

As the music fades

We simply go

As the memories of what we have heard drift into remembrance

We simply know

As our experience of the last hour of worship becomes past history

We take the transforming good news with us

And we live!

© Alan K Webster  (used with permission)                 
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Alter egos
Set up a quiz for the children. See if they can name the super heroes from the names of their alter egos. You could Google images to get pictures of each of them. 
          Clark Kent            Superman
          Bruce Wayne       Batman              
          Peter Parker        Spiderman         
          Diana Prince        Wonder woman  
          Roger Banner      The Incredible Hulk       
          Bob Parr               Mr Incredible
Explain to the children that, within the legend of the superheroes, some people only see the Clark Kents and Bruce Waynes. They never realise that they are also  Superman and Batman. 
In the same way many people looked at Jesus as just the son of Joseph the carpenter. They didn’t realise that he was the Son of God. Even today many people think that Jesus was just a great man, but can’t see that he is the Son of God. It was Peter who got this right when Jesus asked the disciples what they about him. 
      Jesus asked them, "But who do you say I am?" 

      Simon Peter spoke up, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 
      Matthew 16. 15-16


	PowerPoint
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	The Web Gallery of Art has a Raphael picture (click on the image for a high resolution version) of Jesus handing the keys to Peter and another by Perugino.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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