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Sunday 2 October 2011
Joy in Believing
Year A - Pentecost 16 - 59A
As Andrew is currently on leave, this week’s resource has been prepared by Peter Williamson.
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20  The Law is delivered to Moses – the Ten commandments.  A chance to out-do Charlton Heston, as he held up the tablets of stone in God’s presence.
Psalm 19  A psalm of praise – and the psalm does the task of preaching God’s glory. The purpose of the heavens' preaching is to tell the glory of God and proclaim God's handiwork. The last verse of the psalm is often used before a sermon: “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer” – but in the psalm it’s used at the end – any significance in that?
Philippians 3.4b-14  
Living on the edge – and a realisation that our worth and identity is not what comes from our past but our discovery of who we are in Christ.
Matthew 21.33-46  Jesus’ authority is challenged, and his parable about the vineyard worker brothers should have us reaching beyond the too easily seen allegories of the Pharisees as “the baddies” and us as “the goodies!”
Alternative readings for World Communion Sunday

Jeremiah 1.4-10

Psalm 96

1 Peter 2.4-10

Matthew 28.16-20

Season of Creation

Beyond the season - Blessing of the Animals and St Francis of Assisi Day
Excellent resources for this are to be found on the Season of creation website. and more particularly at the further Textweek resources for this day. 


	Introduction / Background

	This week “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” continues the series from the Philippians stream of the lectionary. An outline of the series is printed below. The titles are taken from the chapter headings in the NRSV.
    Philippians 1 – Joy in Suffering – 18 September
    Philippians 2 – Joy in Serving – 25 September
    Philippians 3 – Joy in Believing – 2 October 
    Philippians 4 – Joy in Praying – 9 October

Paul reminds us that we need some perspective on life – and we do this by a usual process of integration of past, present, and future – and what that means when they come together at any one time.

We all have a past – sometimes a little more gritty than we might want.  But whatever our past, it is from this seed-bed that the present grows.  We remember Paul’s past – and the persecution of Christians.  His sometimes awkward boasting of his past puts his present into perspective. For our own perspective of the present, we have to honestly look at our pasts, seeing the things we are ashamed of, as well as those of which we are proud.

From the perspective of the present, Paul views his past differently. Paul realises that his past values are no longer important, though his past experiences remain so – he can still argue like a Pharisee, he is still a zealot. What has now changed for Paul is the standard by which he evaluates his life – an evaluation through the lens of Jesus.


This theme comes through the whole of the letter. For Paul, it means to ditch his old privileges – for those of us who have never experienced privilege, it might mean claiming a heightened sense of self because of the knowledge that Christ dwells within.

Which brings us into future living. Paul makes a distinction between present and future. Resurrection is his hope – but not a present reality. Overconfidence in some future promise, whether resurrection, new job, or a changed relationship, can fool us into thinking that the promise is already fulfilled. Paul urges caution – don’t let it fool you now or in the future.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Philippians

There’s no doubt about the importance of the doctrine of perfection in the history of Methodism.  The idea of Christian perfection was enormously important for John Wesley, who spent most of his life seeking an adequate definition and understanding about it.  Here’s a copy of his sermon.

Paul, too, followed after perfection – this was his God-given purpose.  His purpose was to live for Christ and to serve Christ.


And this is our calling too.

When dealing with Christian perfection, John Wesley went to great lengths to
define what Christian Perfection is not. Illness and difficulty do not disappear from Christians – as Wesley said, "Both ignorance and error belong to humanity," and we continue making mistakes. No matter where we are on the journey, we need God’s grace and the continuing prayer: “Forgive us our sins …”


Wesley’s definition of Christian perfection is something like an unbroken conscious dependence upon Christ – and therefore more aware of imperfection and the need for Christ.  That fits in with Paul’s words to the Philippians in this passage.  Paul goes on to deal with past, present, and implicit future, as I set out in the introduction above.
UP!

According to Disney-Pixar:

“Up!” is about a 78-year-old balloon salesman, Carl Fredricksen, who finally fulfills his lifelong dream of a great adventure when he ties thousands of balloons to his house and flies away to the wilds of South America. 
Carl dreamed of great adventure and his dreams led him “Up”. This might make a good illustration for the kind of “pressing on towards the goal” that Paul was talking about – and it’s a great fun movie too.


World Communion Sunday
There is a wealth of resources available to access on the net.  These range from the extremely formal to the informal, from whole prepared services to parts of the liturgy, and some of the history of the service.

I am setting out some of the whole services here:

a)  http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/9482
If any part of these services (2007 – 2011) are used, please include the copyright notation: “Used by permission of Mennonite Church Canada.”
b)  http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/national-ministries/global-mission/global-mission-sunday-2-october-2011
This concentrates more on the Presbyterian Global Mission, but useful either for Uniting congregations, or for some ideas if we then substitute some of the Mission and Ecumenical ideas.

c) http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/world-communion-sunday.html
These include both whole services and worship ideas.  If any part of these services or ideas are used, please include the copyright notation: “Used by permission of United Church of Christ, USA – copyright held by Local Church Ministries, Worship and Education Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH.” 
Some ideas for parts of the service includes b) and c) above, together with:

d) http://www.liturgyoutside.net/Breads.pdf.  The copyright notation is in a) above.

e) Anne Le Bas has set up a blog where churches from around the world can swap WCS greetings (including us!) – see her blog at   http://worldcommunionsunday.blogspot.com/2011/09/world-communion-greetings-2011.html
Perhaps those greetings can be individually printed and be read at an appropriate point in the service – perhaps during the prayers of intercession, or as part of the call to worship, in the communion liturgy itself.  A UCC minister, Bess Higgs, uses them as part of the children’s’ time – each greeting is printed and placed in a box, and the children (and adults) pick out these greetings than mark on a map of the world where they come from – incorporating the idea as to how God’s love is for everyone, everywhere.

f) Always a good source: http://www.textweek.com/festivals/worldcommunion.htm
g) some history and ideas at http://www.rockies.net/~spirit/sermons/abc-worldwidecommunionsunday.php


	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	The Ten Commandments

A noise and action orchestra

Moses

=
Stroke the prophet’s beard

walked
=
make your fingers do the walking

mountain
=
Make a mountain shape with your hands

God

=
Hands outstretched
thunder 
=
Drum heels on the floor

lightning 
=
Open and close eyes quickly

Wow! 

=
Wow

trumpet
=
Trumpet noise

shake

=
shake your body

smoke

=
wafting fingers
fire

=
more agitated smoke
ten

=
ten fingers
stones

=
mime lifting rocks

or be even more imaginative!

Moses brought the children of Israel away from Egypt.  They walked around the desert – and then they came to great mountain.  Wow!  Moses and God’s people were standing next to the mountain.  They heard the boom of thunder.  They saw lightning flash across the sky.  Wow! they all said.  The mountain was covered in thick white clouds and they heard what sounded like a trumpet sounding.

What an amazing place this is, that Moses brought us to!  What a long walk it was!  They were so afraid that they began to shake.  They knew that God was there.

They heard God calling Moses to walk up the mountain.  As he walked, the people saw smoke and fire on the mountain.  And then they couldn’t see Moses any more.

Moses was quite safe.  He walked to the top of the mountain.  Only God was with him.

“Listen,” said God.  “I want my people to love me.”  God gave Moses ten good rules to show everyone what to do.  They were such important rules that God wrote them on two stones.  Carefully, Moses walked down the mountain with the stones.  The people were still afraid – still shaking.  But Moses said, “God wants us to love him.  He is our God and we are his people.”  Moses showed them the two stones.  “Here are ten good rules to show us what God wants us to do.  We must obey them.”

What were the rules:

1. 
I am the Lord your God – worship no God but me.

2.  
Do not make any idols.

3.
Do not take the name of the Lord in vain.

4.
Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy

5.
Honour your father and mother

6.
Do not murder

7.
Do not commit adultery

8.
Do not steal

9.
Do not lie

10.
Do not covet 

or

1.
Worship God

2.
Think about God first

3.
Smile when you say God’s name

4.
Have a special day every week.

5.
Make your parents happy

6.
Be kind to others

7.
Look after your family

8.
Ask before you take anything that’s not yours

9.
Tell the truth

10.
Be glad for what God has given you

There’s a video of the 10 commandments from “Angels Aware”, which I remember assisting to perform at Trinity Methodist, Pakuranga more years ago than I want to remember.

Philippians
Despite the bad singing (not that bad!), I still like this – it’s a creative approach to telling the story.  See here.

As a possible background to the reading of this lectionary, this might work.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Either Paul had a low self-image or he was being constantly attacked for having inadequate credentials as an apostle, because he seems to have needed to defend his qualifications many times.  In this reading, he looks back at his background as a faithful Jew of the strictest kind.  Despite this background as a zealous Pharisee, he had given up a promising career as a rabbi to follow Jesus.  
Just before this passage, Paul gets stuck into those who require circumcision as a qualification for being Christian. Obviously, the Jews in Philippi were very orthodox.  It’s more than likely that the first converts were people like Lydia, where Paul gate-crashes a gathering at the river (Acts 16:13-15).  As a result, there may well have been jealousies and controversy from those who wished the old way of orthodox male domination, in a more informal community growing out of Lydia's 'house church.'

So it’s not very surprising that Paul cites his own experience as an orthodox Pharisee to make it clear to the Philippians in this antagonistic environment, both the advantages in the promise of the Christian life – but also the sacrifice.  
The issue is change. When God touches us, we change! We might have some things from our past that we hold on to for comfort’s sake (or whatever reason), but Paul says that this no longer matters.

How do we think of that in the light of our historical context in Aotearoa – what does this mean for the consideration and settlement of Treaty of Waitangi claims, or the abuse that has occurred in church schools and orphanages?  Is it real for Paul to say that the past no longer matters – and is this what he actually says?
However, Paul goes on to say that being free of these things of the past is a sign of the change that has occurred in us, and uses his own example of his past as a Jew persecuting Christians. He had a very confident spirituality, and he was truly a "Jew among Jews." Yet, his encounter with God on the road to Damascus and the time afterward moving toward perfection in God's grace he said had brought him beyond boasting of these spiritual credentials.

But I still have a teeny disquiet – because Paul often seems to almost boast about his terrible past in order to say that he has no better spiritual credentials than anyone else.  It reminds me of the testimonies that I have heard which seems to imply a better Christianity, the deeper the abyss that a person has come from.  Is this the case – or is this my bias?

Three words stand out in what Paul had to say about the gains he had received in knowing Christ: righteousness, faith and resurrection.  William Barclay defines what those words meant to Paul: Righteousness meant "a right relationship with God."  Faith meant "taking Jesus Christ at his word;" and "accepting what God offers you through Christ."  Resurrection meant "the guarantee of the importance of life in this body in which we live;.. the guarantee of the life to come;... the guarantee that in life and in death the presence of the risen Lord is always with us." 

Paul now knew that the one source of power for his new life came from his faith in the resurrection of Jesus, in which he longed to share.  And as zealously as he had enforced the Mosaic law against the Christians in his earlier times, he now sought this goal in his new life.  We all know the forceful enthusiasm that new converts have – by now we all know “born-again non-smokers” or evangelical weight-watchers – and often we recognise in ourselves the Pauline fervour of new Christians – then, like John Newton, the slave trader turned hymn writer, and now.  

When Paul talks about pressing on toward a goal and a prize we don't completely have yet, he tells us that we should completely give ourselves over to our new identity and the fulfillment that comes with it.  


	Illustrations / Stories
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Philippians

In “The Wizard Of Oz,” Dorothy is at her pessimistic best, wishing that she could live somewhere over the rainbow, somewhere where things would be different. And her wish is granted – and she gets to the land of Oz. Dorothy discovers that when she reaches the Emerald City, what she was looking for was really back in Kansas all the time. That two part living – pressing on toward our heavenly homeland, while at the same time recognizing that God is with us now – that’s the living that Paul was talking about.

Tony Campolo in “Knowing God,”
I was walking down the street in Philadelphia and a bum came towards me. I mean a dirty, filthy guy. He was covered with soot from head to toe. You couldn't believe how messed up he was. He had this huge beard and there was rotted food stuck in the beard. As he approached me, he held out a cup of McDonald's coffee and said, "Hey mister, want some of my coffee?" 

I looked at his dirty, filthy personhood and said, "Thanks, but that's okay," and I walked by him. The minute I passed him, I knew I was doing the wrong thing, so I turned around and said, "Excuse me. I would like some of your coffee." I took some of the coffee and sipped it and gave it back to him. I said, "You're being generous. How come you're being so generous today?" 

And this bum looked at me and he said, "Because the coffee was especially delicious today and I think that when God gives you something good, you ought to share it with people." 

I didn't know how to handle that, so I said, "Can I give you anything?" I thought that he would hit me for five dollars. 

He said, "No." Then he said, "Yeah, yeah. I've changed my mind, there is something you can give me. You can give me a hug." 

As I looked at him, I was hoping for the five dollars! He put his arms around me and I put my arms around him. And as I in my establishment dress and he in his filthy garb hugged each other on the street, I had the strange awareness that I wasn't hugging a bum, I was hugging Jesus. I found Jesus in that suffering man. 

Not really from any of the readings, but often enough heard to be helpful!
Who will do the need-meeting?
A preacher told of shopping at the supermarket when a lady came down the aisle heading straight for him. She screeched to a halt within a few feet of him, wagged her finger, and said, "I left your church. I left your church".

So I said, "Well, if it’s my church, I think that was a very wise decision. If it’s my church, I think I’m going to leave too."

She said, "Don’t you want to know why I left?"

I said, "No, not particularly, but I think I’m going to find out." And I was right.

She said, "You weren’t meeting my needs."

I answered, "I don’t ever recollect seeing you before, let alone talking to you, let alone knowing your needs. Did you ever tell anyone specifically what your needs were?" She couldn’t recall that she had, so I raised another question. 

"Can you tell me, if we have 200 people sitting in that church, ALL with your attitude, how is anyone’s needs are going to be met? If you reserve the right to have that attitude, then you must give everybody the freedom to have that attitude. And if everybody has that attitude, who on earth is going to do all the need-meeting?"



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
SOF: Songs of Fellowship

TIS: Together in Song

WHV:  With Heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
VU: Voices United


	Hymns & Songs
Exodus 20
Deep in the human heart



HIOS 19

From the slave-pens of the delta (Tune Omni die) 
VU 690

Help us, O Lord, to learn 



TIS 428, WOV 340

Jesus calls us here to meet Him 


TIS 477, 
Let justice roll down




AA 85
O come, O come, Emmanuel 


TIS 265, WOV 193, SOF 410
O for a closer walk with God 



TIS 576, WOV 488, SOF 392

This is the day the Lord has made 


TIS 368, WOV 289
Philippians 3

And can it be that I should gain? 


TIS 209, WOV 138, SOF 21
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 

TIS 547, WOV 455, SOF 42
Faith has set us on a journey



FFS 14

Go gently, go lightly




HIOS 35
God gives us a future, daring us to go 

TIS 687,

Lord Jesus, joy of loving hearts (communion)
TIS 499, WOV 420
Take my life, and let it be 



TIS 599, WOV 520, SOF 519
We are marching in the light of God 


TIS 666, SOF 1076
When I survey the wondrous cross 


TIS 342, WOV 258, SOF 596
Matthew 21

A man there lived in Galilee 



TIS 235, WOV 176
At the name of Jesus 




TIS 231, WOV 170, SOF 32
Christ is made the sure foundation 


TIS 432, WOV 343, SOF 1192
He came singing love




AA 59
I danced in the morning 



TIS 242, WOV 183, SOF 1310
I will talk to my heart




HIOS 69
‘The Servant Song’ 




TIS 650, AA 8, SOF 54
Well, Jesus is the rock 



TIS 669,
Who sweeps the stable



HIOS 154

Who will carry the cross with me


FFS 79
You are the vine, we are the branches 

SOF 629,



	Prayers

	Saviour Jesus,

when it came to working in your vineyard,

I didn’t realize that it would be so hard!

It’s easy to say yes to you,

but then slide out of the tasks –

doing a half-hearted job, 

doing it out of obligation or duty,

even putting it off until it no longer can be done.

But I keep seeing the things that cannot be ignored –

the poor, without food or clothing or shelter,

who need some good news in their life;

those unwell or burdened, dealing with sorrow and pain

needing a healer to comfort them;

those in prison or exploited by others

needing justice and freedom 

I hear the parable of the vineyard labourers

and I ask that you keep my words, my actions and my intentions –

all of them aligned,

so that the fruit in your vineyard, Saviour Jesus,

becomes your fruit, 

the fruit of Kingdom living.

Amen.

A prayer for passing the peace.

Loving Lord, 
may we put peace into each other’s hands,

May we put love into each other’s hands,

May we put joy into each other’s hands,

May we put peace into each other’s hands,

May we put patience into each other’s hands,

May we put into kindness each other’s hands,

May we put goodness into each other’s hands,

May we put faithfulness into each other’s hands,

May we put humility into each other’s hands,

May we put self-control into each other’s hands,

In your name, Jesus,

Amen.
A benediction

Give us insight to see the hurt beyond the “everything’s fine,”

give us the perception to feel the loneliness behind the “She’s right, mate,”

give us the resolution to stand beside the demoralised and work for their justice,

give us eyes to see your glory, in all the world.



	Children

Ctrl+Click to 

follow links
	Books recommended by wordpress.com
For the Exodus reading:
Ten Rules You Absolutely Must Not Break If You Want to Survive the School Bus by John Grandits

For the Philippians reading:
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The Little Engine that Could retold by Watty Piper. This link is to the Auckland library.  They are waiting for “Ten Rules but have book, CD and DVD for “the Little Engine”.



	
	For the Gospel reading

Bring a couple of masks along – and we have plenty in the Mainly Music box.  You can get what you need from most 2$ shops.  Put them on – or on others and talk about having two faces – and the expression, being ‘two-faced.’  Talk them through what that means – when a child says that another is her best friend, and then acts in a way that shows she is not.  Relate the Gospel passage to this way of acting – and asking who did the right thing, and who acted two-faced.  Relate it to both doing and saying the right thing – and encourage this.  

Some further ideas for the lectionary at Worshipping with children.

World Communion Sunday – what better use for some of the Rugby World Cup flags, and to incorporate what the children are likely to have done at school with some RWC information about countries, and to do something in church.  It can be as varied as different languages – learn some greetings here.  Let’s hope we don’t have to say this soon: “E te kaiwawao, whakamaua ö möhiti!”


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links
	Google images for “joy”. You’ll find some great images of people leaping for joy. 
This link is for royalty-free images for worship: http://imagebank.org.uk/
A site to register, but use freely in worship: http://www.churchpowerpoint.com/Pentecost_21.html
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material in this edition is prepared by Peter Williamson. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 

[image: image5.jpg]



Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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