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Palm Sunday 17 April 2011
Worship the King
Year A - Lent 6 - 24A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Psalm 118.1-2&19-29 A psalm of procession to be sung as the king enters the city. The people celebrate and the priests make a sacrifice to the Lord.
Matthew 21.1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem riding on a donkey. Crowds excitedly greet him by waving palm branches, spreading their clothes on the road ahead of him and shouting “hosanna.”
Alternative readings for Passion Sunday

Isaiah 50.4-9a
Psalm 31.9-16
Philippians 2.5-11
Matthew 26.14-27.66 or Matthew 27.11-54


	Introduction / Summary
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Palm Sunday is a suitable time to have a special family service, full of celebration and praise. By following the gospel reading for today we come to the account of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and continue our Lenten series under the theme JOURNEY WITH JESUS. This is the beginning of Holy Week and the high-point of the Christian calendar. On the Methodist website (From the drop-down menu choose Ministry/ Refresh/ Lent-Easter preparations) you will find a couple of special “10 minutes” for this week. One gives a plan for a Tenebrae Service on Maundy Thursday (21 April) and the other resource is for Good Friday (22 April).
Lent is the traditional time for Christians to think about spiritual disciplines. As a spiritual discipline during Lent I have suggested that you encourage the memorising of a Bible text each week. I have reproduced last week’s one below followed by a new one for this week. Read it out and get the congregation to repeat it. Ask everyone to say it again several times during the service. Come back to it again next Sunday. You could offer a reward to children who have memorised it. 
Last Sunday’s memory verse 

Jesus then said, "I am the one who raises the dead to life! Everyone who has faith in me will live, even if they die. And everyone who lives because of faith in me will never really die.
John 11.25&26a CEV
This Sunday’s memory verse

So at the name of Jesus everyone will bow down, those in heaven, on earth, and under the earth. And to the glory of God the Father everyone will openly agree, "Jesus Christ is Lord!"
Philippians 2.10&11 CEV


	Personal

Preparation

	Palm Sunday is the gateway to Holy Week, the time when we recall the central events of the Christian faith. Unfortunately for ministers, it is also a time when we are rushed off our feet with extra services and demands on our time. The danger for us is that the services may become a mere repetition of what we did last year. If we are not impacted afresh by the significance of the Easter story it will be difficult to convey that meaning to others.
In the middle of this busy time somehow we have to pause long enough to allow the events of this week to put us in touch with our own mortality and our own standing before God. Not so easy. Once, while staying in rural setting I once had the wonderfully romantic notion that I could, like Jesus, wander over the hillside and speak to the Father by night. I imagined a picturesque moonlit hilltop scene with me and God in blessed sweet communion. The reality was somewhat different. Alone on a pitch black night, I couldn’t see a thing. After struggling through animal dung up a slippery slope in the dark I ended up deep in a mud puddle and headed home again defeated. 

The important thing is not that we attain a spiritual ideal in our search for God. This is more a time to reflect on the way he has found us. Standing in a puddle on a dark night is a symbol of the way, time and again, God has sought me when I’ve gone my own way and ended up lost and out of my depth. Easter is the story of God getting involved with us muddy people. Despite all our mistakes he keeps finding us. May he find you in your mud puddle this week.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	Decorate the church
Get congregational members who have properties with palm trees to bring branches along and decorate the inside of the church with them. (Avoid the big phoenix palm branches with their vicious spikes at the base.)
Procession

Hand out newspapers and get everyone to make a paper palm branch, by ripping the paper and rolling it as shown in the diagrams below.
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If there are children in the congregation get them to come into church at the beginning of the service in a procession while everyone sings Hosanna, hosanna
(SIS 538; CMP 242; S1 182), Hosanna, loud hosanna (MHB 836) or a similar song. Get everyone to wave their paper palms. You may want to have someone dressed as Jesus in the middle of the procession. A donkey can be easily improvised by throwing a brown or grey blanket (or bath towel) over a bicycle. Pin two large cardboard donkey ears and a couple of donkey eyes on the front. (You’ll have to wheel the bike – you can’t ride it like that, but as a prop it is simple and very effective.) 
Where is God when bad things happen?

If you haven’t yet used a Nooma DVD in your worship, you may like to consider trying the first one simply entitled “Rain”. It takes up the theme of the storms that come in our lives, and asks where God is during these times. This one is 11 minutes long and will have particular relevance for our Canterbury churches. 

Each of the Nooma titles develops a metaphor. The DVDs, as well as a full list of titles, are available from Mission Resourcing and they are all available for free loan. Contact Mission Resourcing Ph: 09 525 4179 Email: NehuT@methodist.org.nz Mail: Private Bag 11903, Ellerslie Auckland 1542. They can be picked up from 409 Great South Rd, Penrose, Auckland or posted to you (send $4 for pre-paid parcel-post bag.)
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	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	(Begin your message as though you are a director arranging a Palm Sunday play….)
‘The King on a donkey’ - a one act play for two main players with any number of bit parts able to be added in.

The scene: a dusty road coming into a city.
Stage props: a stone wall facade needed to give the look of a city wall in the Middle East some 2000 years ago.
Costuming: Eastern robes for men and women. I suggest white for the lead actor and brown for the others - (given the nature of the play and his identification with the masses, however, this may not be seen as appropriate)

The players:
1)  A KING 

A King? Oh dear, we are going to need additional props: a crown, lavish costumes, trumpets, chariots... There’ll be ceremony and planning, we’ll need officials, celebrities, soldiers, war-horses…

No? 

This is a humble King… who would rather be shoulder to shoulder with the little people than with the powerful and the elite. A king then, but a humble king - dressed in… as… well, dressed appropriately.
2) A DONKEY 

This is more straight-forward. We will need one donkey, or a person in a donkey suit … no wait a minute, there are actually two donkeys in the story. Yes, we will need 2 donkeys. One is very young. It is a foal that has never been ridden before… and the King will ride on the full grown adult - its mother … no, wait a minute, the King rides on the foal.
So why do we need the mother donkey at all in the story?

Oh, the foal has probably not been separated from its mother before - and the King has compassion for the feelings of the donkeys - so we let them stay together throughout the performance - Two donkeys.
3) THE BIT PLAYERS

The King’s entourage. This group can be played by anyone really. There’s hardly any lines, and they’re really easy to learn. They don’t have to look anything special. You’ll need a few fishermen, some common folk, riff-raff, children, sinners, former tax collectors and prostitutes, some country bumpkins - all with ragged clothes and the branches of trees.
The plot :The King rides into the city in such a way as to pick up some pointers from the past

 To fulfil the words of the prophet Zechariah written 500 years earlier, the King will be humble and riding on the foal of a donkey.
 The crowd is made up of the bit players. They will cut down and wave palm branches just as the crowd had done when Simon Maccabaeus entered Jerusalem after a resounding victory against the Romans a little over 100 years earlier.
 After entering the city, the King will go straight into the temple and cleanse it from corrupt dealers who exploited people - just as Simon Maccabaeus’ father, Judas, had done.

 The crowd will shout out the well-known words from the Psalm of procession “Hosanna, Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord” This is Psalm 118, a psalm sung at the time of the Passover.
 The bit players will take off their robes and lay them on the ground in front of the King just as people had done when Jehu was proclaimed king 800 years earlier.
So, all these strands come together in a spontaneous, joyful, noisy procession as Jesus enters Jerusalem and the people declare him to be the King. Some put their garments over the foal of the donkey. Jesus mounts it and those in the crowd throw their robes on the road in front of him. They cut branches off palm trees and wave them to give Jesus a royal welcome. The entry is so dramatic that the whole city is shaken. People are un-nerved and ask, ‘What’s going on here? Who is this?’

And that’s it?

Yep, that’s it.

But isn’t there supposed to be a meaning?

A meaning?

Yeah - like a moral - all good stories are supposed to have a moral aren’t they? So… what’s the moral?
(Suggest that everyone has a brief talk to the person next to them, and see what they can come up with. When we do this sort of exercise, we often find that people are able to come up with better answers within a few seconds than the preacher has arrived at after hours of preparation!)
There are hundreds of things that God may be saying to us from this story - but let me pick out just a couple of the big themes:

Worship the humble King - and be ready for a cost.
God is calling us to…
Worship the humble King 
We see in Christ the attitude that gives immeasurable value to the ordinary, the common, the poor and the weak. It is an attitude of humility and compassion. The humility of a leader who has the courage to be free of the trappings of power - who is unconcerned with image and status. At this time, the only time when he deliberately draws attention to himself, he is riding on a common beast of burden. 

By marching away from the tables of power, he marched straight into the hearts of the people. As the remainder of the week was to prove, he was badly out of step with all the really powerful people, the Jewish religious leaders and the Roman political leaders. Instead he was in the middle of a procession of peasants and paupers. Humble. It is a warning to us to beware the trappings of power. Status, authority and wealth are dangerous and in the Easter story are most often those things that end up opposing the Christ. 

As well as humility, the attitude that we see in this King, and which evokes our worship is compassion. It was his compassion that drew him to the common people and that drew them to him. It was his compassion that caused him to drive the unjust businesses from the temple. It was his compassion that had him spending his time helping the blind and the lame and the oppressed… and we need to get the Jesus attitude; to identify with the lowly.
I know someone who has so much compassion for the foal of a donkey that he doesn’t want to see it separated from its mother. Let us worship the humble king and seek to learn from him the attitude of compassion and humility

Be ready for a cost
If we start serving other people, and start serving God it will cost us something. The tragedy of this joyful procession is the way it ends. On Friday, it ends with a torturous death on a cross. The cross is the symbol for the cost of being a Christian. “If any of you want to be my followers,” said Jesus, “you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16.24)
You see, the crowds said “hooray for the King!” on Sunday… but “nail him to a cross!” on Friday.
But we wouldn’t do that! A complete about-face .It’s amazing what people will do if there’s a cost. An about-face comes so easily when there is a cost! Christian commitment always comes at a cost. How do we fare when there is a price to pay? When it’s inconvenient to serve others? When it takes time? When work for the church takes us out of our way? When it is not fun anymore? When we get no recognition for what we do? When my will conflicts with what God wants?
Let us determine that we will not be Jesus’ fair-weather friends, the followers of convenience. Instead may we be the people of the cross. 
Worship the humble king.
Get ready for the cost.


	Illustrations / Stories

	Rugby World Cup 2003

Rugby fans will remember that the 2003 World Cup was to be jointly hosted by New Zealand and Australia. However no games were ever held in this country due to a dispute that developed over ground signage.  According to New Zealand press reports at the time IRB Chairman, Vernon Pugh, was rude and unreasonable, but we were going to show him and stick to our guns. In a strongly worded statement New Zealand told him he had to accept our World Cup venues as they were! His demands were totally unacceptable, illegal in fact, and that he was acting unilaterally and without authority. 

The result of our statement was the immediate decision that there would be no World Cup matches in New Zealand. A cost! We didn’t realise there would be a cost for our position. 
We quickly re-considered. “Mr Pugh, we will bend over backwards for you. Did we say ‘no clean stadiums’ - we didn’t mean that. We can come to an arrangement, accommodate your every desire.” 

An about-face comes so easy when there is a cost! Christian commitment always comes at a cost.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Hymns & Songs
All glory praise and honour MHB 84; WOV 250; H&P 160; CMP 9
All people that on earth do dwell MHB 2; WOV 10; H&P 1; CMP 20; S1 13
Clap your hands (Green) It’s not in any of our listed books but you can read the 

     lyrics and listen on youtube (the songleader is a bit flat but you’ll get the idea)
Clap your hands (Wesley) CMP 81

Come into the streets with me  AA 22

Hail Jesus you’re my king SIS 650; S1 140

Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709
Hosanna, hosanna SIS 538; CMP 242; S1 182
Hosanna, loud hosanna MHB 836
How deep the Father’s love CMP 988; S1 185

In Christ alone S3 1311

I will enter his gates SIS 139; CMP 307; S1 262
King of kings SIS 409; CMP 398; S1 307
Lift up your heads SIS 218; CMP 418; S1 321

Make way, make way SIS 587; CMP 457; S1 349

Prepare ye the way SIS 88
Ride on, ride on in majesty WOV 264; H&P 159; CMP 580
This is the day (Watts) WOV 289; H&P 577

This is the day (Garrett) H&P 578; SIS 40; CMP 691; S1 517
We are marching in the light CMP 954; S1 539
We have a king who rides on a donkey (Anon) Tune: What shall we do with the 
     drunken sailor. Words: below.
Who would walk cheerfully  HIOS 129
When the music fades CMP 1016; S1 576

You are the king of glory SIS 323; CMP 790
We have a king who rides a donkey

We have a king who 

rides a donkey (x3)

And his name is Jesus

Sing, sing, loud hosannas

Sing, sing, loud hosannas

Sing, sing, loud hosannas

for our king, for Jesus

Trees are waving a 

royal welcome (x3)
For our king, for Jesus

We have a king who cares

for people (x3)

And his name is Jesus.



	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to 

follow link
	Collect

God of all redeeming grace, 

in your great love you gave your only Son 

to die for the sins of the whole world. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit 

to worship you with reverence, 

and to enter with joy 

into the celebration of those mighty acts 

whereby you bring us life and immortality; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship

Come and praise the Lord.
Give thanks to him

because he is kind and merciful.
This is the day that belongs to the Lord
let’s celebrate and be glad.

Psalm 118

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
      His faithful love endures forever. 
Let all Israel repeat:
      “His faithful love endures forever.”
Open for me the gates where the righteous enter,
      and I will go in and thank the Lord.
These gates lead to the presence of the Lord,
      and the godly enter there.
I thank you for answering my prayer
      and giving me victory! 
The stone that the builders rejected
      has now become the cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing,
      and it is wonderful to see.
This is the day the Lord has made.
      We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Please, Lord, please save us.
      Please, Lord, please give us success.
Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
      We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God, shining upon us.
      Take the sacrifice and bind it with cords on the altar.
You are my God, and I will praise you!
      You are my God, and I will exalt you! 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
      His faithful love endures forever.

Psalm 118.1-2&19-29 New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation.
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Children
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	Make palm crosses

Many churches have an already established tradition of making palm crosses on this day. Follow this link to get detailed instructions, complete with pictures, on how to make palm crosses. Make the wide end the bottom of the cross. Little children may need some help. While everyone is involved in this activity tell the story of what happened on Palm Sunday. Explain the significance of Holy Week and the events that we remember this week. This is a good way to introduce the significance of cross to children.
Some churches retain the palm crosses and burn them on Ash Wednesday at the beginning of Lent the next year. The ashes are then mixed with a little oil and used to mark a cross on the forehead as a sign that we are sorry for our sins and desire to be clean before God.
A quick look through the activities and songs in the rest of this “10 Minutes” will give you other ideas that will work with children



	PowerPoint
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	Google images for palm branches
…or for ‘entry into Jerusalem’
…or there are several high resolution art works available from freechristimages
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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