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Sunday 9 May 2010
The Spirit of Compassion
Year C - Easter 6 - 36C

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links
	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
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Creativity
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Music
Prayers
Children
Powerpoint


	Readings
	Psalm 67  May God bless the people and may the people praise their God.

Revelation 21:10 & 21:22-22:5 The New Jerusalem will be a place without night because the glory of God gives it light.  The river of life and the tree of life bring healing and wholeness.
Acts 2:1-12; 16:9-15 God opens Lydia’s heart to respond to Paul’s message and she and her household are baptised.  She invites Paul to “stay at my house.”

John 14:23-29  Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit as “Counsellor” includes the gift of His peace and the encouragement, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”



	Introduction / Summary
	God is love.  God ‘lives’ in community, in Trinity.  But God also enters our world and shares life with us in Christ, and still does so through the Spirit.  Jesus describes the Spirit as the ‘Counsellor’ (Jn 14:26) who teaches us the way of Jesus, truth and compassion.  The more we are touched by the love of God the more we express that love to others:  We love because God first loved us.  As Christians, and as church, the way to obedience is through allowing love to motivate us.  Without compassion we are unable to do what God asks of us.

Being Mothers’ Day you may have visitors.  Be prepared!!!!



	Broader Preparation
	For reflection: What, for me, are the mothering characteristics of God?  How do I experience God as Mother?  Is there a part of me / an area of my life or ministry that needs “a mother’s touch?”  Is there an area of my life where I need to express God’s mothering heart more deliberately?

Recommended reading:  Compassion by Henri Nouwen, Donald P. McNeill and Douglas A. Morrison.  Some of the ideas below are from this book.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Invite all the children and men to stand.  Have them move close to one of the women who are seated (and place a hand on their shoulder).  Lead a prayer for mothers, and women who express mothering in various ways in their lives, focussing on thanksgiving and blessing.  

Invite people to share with the person next to them:  “I give thanks for the way my mother…”

Have a small gift – chocolates / flowers for the mothers, or at least for the visiting mothers.

Invite children to write down the rest of the sentence:  I love my mum because…
Read out their replies, but not their names…

If the kids made name cards / posters 2 weeks ago, get some of them to talk about what they created.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	The gospel reading is unsettling in its directness.  It seems as if God’s love for us is conditional:  If you are obedient then you are loved (John 14:23,24).  However, grace means that “there is nothing that I can do to make God love me more, and there is nothing I can do to make God love me less.” (Philip Yancey in What’s so amazing about grace?)  Which is it?  Unconditionally loved, or, love leads to obedience and obedience results in “my Father will love them, and my Father and I will come to them and live with them?”  There are no easy answers on this…

However, the way forward may be found in Jesus’ words, “If anyone loves me, they will obey my teaching” (John 14:23).  Perhaps our problem is not with obedience but with love.  Love is the motivator, the energy that inspires sacrifice, that moves us to mission, that draws us into servanthood.

In Acts 16, we see how Paul responds to a vision that includes a cry for help from Macedonia – he “got ready at once to leave...”  How do we respond when we hear a cry for help?  As individuals, or as a church?  Do we respond “at once,” or do we evaluate our finances, check our diaries and consult the cat…?

And what difference would the nature of the relationship we have with the person in need make to our response?  If it was someone really close to us we would do anything possible to help – our love for them would not let us turn away.  Love is the key.  The more we love, the more likely we are to reach out:  “If you love me, you will do what I ask of you.”

The word “compassion” is helpful here.  In John 11, the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, the word splangnizomai is used on two occasions.  In the NIV it is translated as “deeply moved” (vv33,38) which reflects the word quite well because your splangna is basically your intestine – it is a gut feel, something that arises from deep within.   “Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out and touched the [leper]” (Mark 1:41).  He could do nothing else but reach out – He was compelled by compassion!

The word compassion is derived from the Latin, “pati” and “cum” meaning “to suffer with.”  But, for us to enter the world of another person’s suffering, to share in their misery, pain or poverty is most often just too hard.  We are pain avoiders who would like to be compassionate.  The problem with many Christians and the church is not that we cannot do x y or z, but that we are not motivated enough to do it.  We need a change of heart (like Paul experienced).  Obedience is a result of LOVE, and the deeper the love the more compelling the need to serve.  Love is the motivator!  And we need a “cannot turn away” love if we are to do what Jesus asks us to do.

It is here that the Holy Spirit is the key, for the Spirit of God lives within us.  So the Spirit is Emmanuel, God is with us.  God cannot turn away from us.  At Pentecost God enters our world again, enters our lives again!  Through the Spirit we are taught the way of God, inspired by the truth of God (John 14:16,17,26) and filled with the love of God (Galatians 5:22).  Without the presence of the Spirit we will not be able to be obedient because we will not be motivated to act – it will cost too much.  Jesus said, “As the Father sent me, I am sending you.”  And with that He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  (John 20:21,22).  Our problem is not with obedience, our problem is with love.  And the best way to grow a deep love, a compassion that comes from our “guts”, is through the Spirit.  

The gospel reading ends with an offer of peace.  Often we find peace when we turn our attention away from ourselves and focus on loving others.



	Illustrations / 
Stories
	A story from my own life that links compassion and mothers’ day…  I will never forget coming home one day, as a teenager, having just broken up with my girlfriend.  As I passed the kitchen, my mum asked me if I wanted an egg with my dinner.  I blurted out a reply and kept walking to my room where I collapsed on the bed in tears.  A few minutes later, mum came into the room.  She never said anything, just knelt beside my bed and cried with me.  Eventually I managed to tell her what had happened, but I have the feeling that she would not have pushed me for the story – she just wanted to love me.  That moment meant the world to me – it is one of the memories I cherish most about her.

Senator Hubert Humphrey was asked about compassion in politics.  His response was to hold up a long pencil with a small eraser at its end:  “Look at this pencil.  Just as the eraser is only a very small part of this pencil and is used only when you make a mistake, so compassion is only called upon when things get out of hand.  The main part of life is competition; only the eraser is compassion.  It is sad to say, but in politics compassion is just part of the competition.”

The story of “no hands but yours” in the children’s section below…



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
	Music

For something a little a different to lead into the sermon you could try Michael Bublé’s You’re nobody until somebody loves you.  (Love brings meaning to our lives – both in giving and receiving.  The Spirit offers us the opportunity to be part of God’s offering of love to the world.  We get to be part of turning nobodies into somebodies.)
Hymns

Filled with the Spirit’s power (WOV 328; H&P 314) 

God is love, let heaven adore her (WOV 93; H&P 36)
O breath of life (WOV 322; H&P 777)

O love that will not let me go? (MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685)

When I needed a neighbour (WOV 558)

I will comfort you (AA 67)

Join hands in the Spirit (AA 82)

Teach us, O loving heart of Christ (AA 130)

Who is my mother?  (AA 158)

Come pursue a mission journey (WHV 31)

Songs

Change my heart O God (CMP 69; S1 68)

From heaven You came (CMP 162; S1 114)

More love, more power (CMP 892; S1 359)

O Lord, You’re beautiful (CMP 513; S1 401)

Soften my heart, Lord (CMP 606; S1 459)

Spirit of the Living God (CMP 613; S1 462)

Teach me to dance (CMP 936; S1 469)


	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	These prayers from the Vanderbilt Divinity Library online resources are matched to today’s readings and theme


	Children


	Tell the story of the statue of Jesus that stood outside a church.  He stood with arms open wide, welcoming all people.  During the second world war a bomb fell nearby, shattering the statue, but the people had it rebuilt – all the pieces were there except the hands.  So, they asked a sculptor to come and carve new hands for their statue.  But, at the last minute, the people of the church changed their minds.  They decided to leave the statue without hands.  Instead they made a plaque which read, “I have no hands but yours.”  We are the way in which God loves the world – God uses our hands and feet and voices…

(This may be messy, but worth it…)  Have a large piece of card with the word “love” written large in the middle.  Invite the children who would like to help God love the world to rub their hands in some paint and place a palm print on the cardboard.  Have some older youth / adults ready to wash / wipe hands clean.

  

	PowerPoint
	Pictures of mothers with children may work well as backgrounds for hymns and songs.  If you use the children’s talk idea, even as an illustration for the adults, then pictures of hands would work well too. 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

