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Sunday 8 August 2010
Be Ready /Peace

Year C - Pentecost 11 - 51C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
	Isaiah 1.1, 10-20 Isaiah brings the message that the Lord has had his fill of his people coming to worship when they don’t act justly. Contains the poignant, “Your sins are scarlet red, but they will be whiter than snow.”
Psalm 50.1-8, 22-23 The psalmist speaks of God’s judgment on those who claim to be his followers but who ignore him. God requires obedience and a thankful heart.
Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16 This is the great chapter about the faith of God’s people. Faith makes us sure of what we hope for.
Luke 12.32-40 Jesus tells his disciples to give to the poor and store treasure in heaven. He then tells them a story about servants who remain awake and ready for their master’s return, even though his return is late at night or early in the morning.


	Peace Sunday
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Being the closest Sunday to Hiroshima Day, 6 August, we observe Peace Sunday today. Some acknowledgement of this in the service would be appropriate. (However, alternative lectionary readings are suggested if you wish to make this the major theme of the service: Micah 4.1-4; Psalm 85; 2 Corinthians 5.16-29 and John 20.19-20 or Matthew 5.1-12)

At 8:15am on 6 August 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on the civilian population of the city of Hiroshima. An estimated 70,000 people died immediately, and 100,000 in the aftermath. Three days later, Nagasaki was similarly bombed. It would be appropriate to mark the occasion by:

 lighting a candle, 
 or having a minute’s silence 
 or making cranes for peace. You could give out origami paper and get everyone to make a paper crane while you tell the story of Sadako Sasaki (below). Instructions for folding a paper crane 
Pray that this atrocity will never be repeated.


	Introduction / Summary
	In Luke 12.32-40 Jesus continues his teaching on our attitude towards possessions. He says that the whole of our life is shaped by the things that we treasure. It is when God breaks into our experience that things get put into their right perspective. Therefore we should live in such a way as to be looking and ready for his appearing. 

 

	Broader / Personal Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	This week we continue in the stream from Luke’s gospel. Luke 12.32-34 carries on with the theme of possessions and greed. The story that follows, of the servants waiting for their master’s return, is similar to the story of the bridesmaids in Matthew (Matthew 25.1-13). In Luke’s story the master is not said to be a bridegroom but someone who has been to a wedding (unless you are reading The Message where he is returning from his “honeymoon”!)
The gospel song “People get ready” by Curtis Mayfield (read the lyrics) picks up today’s theme. It has been covered by many artists, perhaps the best known version is Rod Stewart’s, and it is well worth using. However, if you have access to the version by Vanilla Fudge it will give all the old hippies a thrill and the Youth Group just might like it too!
Treasure and Heart
“Your heart will always be where your treasure is,” says Jesus. Take a moment to stop and think where your own income goes. Are the major items of expenditure where you want your heart to be? What about the church’s expenditure? Is it on buildings? people? mission? – is this where you want your church’s heart to be? If not, what can you do about it?


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Scarlet and White

If you have access to a chemistry teacher, there is a simple experiment you can do to illustrate confession/ forgiveness. This will run well with all today’s Scriptures but particularly with Isaiah 1.18. It requires the use of sodium carbonate and a liquid ph indicator that can dramatically turn liquid from clear to red and back again. The demonstration would go well with a confession prayer (below).


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Jesus’ story tells of servants who are ready, and those who are not ready, for their master’s return. But who is the story directed at? And what exactly are we to understand is meant by the master’s return?
Peter was more than a little worried by the first question, so he asked Jesus (in the passage following today’s gospel reading), “Did you say this just for us, or for everyone?” Luke 12.41. He is thinking that it’s okay if Jesus is speaking to the masses... but maybe he is getting at me, or the other disciples. In reply Jesus says that the more we understand God’s will, and the more generous he has been with us, the more will be expected of us. For those of us who regularly hear the teachings of Scripture and also live in one of the more affluent nations of the world, this is food for thought.
In the parable the servants are encouraged to remain awake, ready and expecting their master’s return. While the master is away, the responsibility for the household is delegated to their charge. When his coming is delayed it is easy for them to become less vigilant. It is easy for us also to forget that we are only stewards of this earth and all that we possess. We become blasé about the accountability that we have to God for all that is in our hands.
So the real question for us is, what is the master’s return and what are we to understand from this story?

Be ready for God to break into our lives
There comes a time, for all of us, when the presence of God invades our lives. Some don’t recognise it because they are just not ready, and they are certainly not looking for it. It comes at that moment of awe or wonder when we realise that we stand on the brink of an eternal world bigger than anything that we had imagined. It is an awareness of the “otherness” of life. It may occur at the time of the birth of a baby, looking into the starry sky on clear night, at the death of a loved one, standing on the beach alone at sunset or driving into Australia’s vast outback. It’s a glimpse of the numinous, of mystery. God is here and we need to be ready to receive him. Allow his warmth and majesty to invade and shape our lives.
Be ready for the end of our lives
We live our lives in the shadow of eternity. This present earthly existence is temporary. For this reason we are encouraged to travel lightly and not to be ensnared by those things that are of little consequence. A firm grasp of the transitory nature of this life helps us get things into perspective. At the end of our lives we will want to know that we have done what God has required of us. The parable includes a lovely picture of the master seating the watchful servants and rewarding them by serving them a feast. 
Be ready for Jesus’ return

The most obvious reading of this passage is that it is a reference to the Second Coming of Jesus. The first readers of Luke’s gospel were confused about the delay in Jesus’ return. Therefore they are warned to beware lest their lives be consumed by laziness and selfishness. They should instead use their money, time and talents in such a way that recognises that a day of both reckoning and reward is coming. In our fast-moving technological age, we are surrounded by many distractions and, more than ever, need to hear this message. Be ready!
Conclusion 
If that sounds all too demanding and all too much to hear well, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the Kingdom” (Luke 12.32). Whether or not we sense God breaking into our lives here and now, and whether or not we are living with the expectance of the immanent appearing of the heavenly kingdom, we are called to be a people who simply trust. We trust that there is a God and he does want to give us, his “little flock”, the very best that he has to offer. The metaphor of a little flock conveys a picture of being exposed, helpless and dependant on the shepherd’s care. It is this kind of dependence and trust (faith) that makes us sure of what we hope for and gives us proof of what we can’t see. (As in today’s reading from Hebrews 11.1)
 

	Illustrations / 
Stories
	The Story of Sadako Sasaki (Peace Sunday)
Sadako Sasaki was two years old when the atom bomb fell on her home town of Hiroshima. She was not injured in the blast and was apparently well until 10 years later when she started to become tired and dizzy. She was taken into hospital and diagnosed with “A-Bomb disease” (leukaemia). Her friend Chizuko visited her in hospital and brought her some origami paper. Chizuko told Sadako that there was a legend that if someone who was ill was to fold 1,000 paper cranes they would get well again. With the help of her family she folded 500 cranes, and she began to feel a little better. She was able to leave hospital, but her recovery was short-lived and she soon returned again. She continued folding cranes until she died. At her death she was 12 years old and had folded 644 paper cranes. 

In 1958, three years after her death, a monument was erected in her honour at a spot not far from where the bomb fell. The monument is now called the Children’s Peace Monument and inscribed on the base is, “This is our cry, This is our prayer, Peace in the world.”
Be Ready 1
I recently heard a man in Auckland tell of his experience driving into the gas station to fill up with petrol. After filling his tank (it’s all self-serve these days) he went to pay. As he was paying he watched as someone hopped into his car and drove off! He had left his keys in the ignition. The last thing he was expecting was that someone would just get into his car and steal it. It made me think, because I leave my keys in the car’s ignition when I pay for my petrol. I’m now trying to change my habits. Jesus said that if we knew when the thief was going to come we’d be ready (Luke 12.39). How ready are we for his unexpected appearing?
Be Ready 2
The arranged wedding of William of Orange to Mary was not a happy one for Mary. As the bride, she was unimpressed by her prospective marriage partner and wept all through the ceremony. However, despite the bad beginning, the marriage was a successful one. Mary and William ruled England as joint monarchs. In 1694 Mary became ill with smallpox. She died later that year at just 32 years of age. Just before she died, she was asked by her chaplain, “Shall I say prayers with you?” to which she answered, “My friend, I did not leave this matter till this hour.”


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

WHV:  With Heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in

Song
	Hymns

All my hope on God is founded (MHB 70; WOV 465; S2 620)
I know not why (S2 769)

Jesus, lover of my soul (Wesley – MHB 110; WOV 139; CMP 120; S2 838)
Lo! He comes with clouds descending (MHB 264; CMP 141; S1 324)
Sing we the king (MHB 116; CMP 206)
The God of Abraham praise (MHB 21; WOV 53; S2 975)
Songs

Create in me a clean heart (S2 669)
Jesus, lover of my soul (Ezy/Grul/McPherson – S1 290)
Reign in me (S1 437)
Soon and very soon (S1 460)
The heavens shall declare (S1 480)
There is a day (S3 1537)

You will keep them in perfect peace (SIS 89)



	Prayers
	Call to worship

From east to west, 

   the powerful Lord God 

   calls together everyone on earth. 

Our God approaches, 

   but not silently; 

   a flaming fire comes first, 

   and a storm surrounds him.

Come and worship him.

From Psalm 50.1&3
Peace 
Our Lord and God, on this Peace Sunday

we pray for peace in our world.

It troubles us that we live in a world of conflict.
There is conflict over resources;
there is conflict over ideologies

and the innocent suffer,

so we pray for peace.

We that in Afghanistan and Iraq,
Israel and Palestine,
Sudan and Zimbabwe,
people would seek your way of peace together.

This is our cry, 

This is our prayer, 

Peace in the world
Our Lord and God, on this Peace Sunday

we pray for peace in our communities.

The prevalence of violence in our community troubles us.
There is violence because of difference of opinion;
there is violence because of poverty

and there is violence because of blind rage.

Send your Spirit, we pray, to change attitudes.
Bring together the estranged.
May people seek your way of peace together.

This is our cry, 

This is our prayer, 

Peace in the world
Our Lord and God on this Peace Sunday

we pray for peace in our hearts.
We are often restless, isolated and ill at ease

and we seek the reconciliation that only you can bring.
We need to find our rest in you.

May we, your people, seek your way of peace together.

This is our cry, 

This is our prayer, 

Peace in the world
Amen
Confession

Loving God

You are gracious and merciful and forgiving

You came seeking us when we had no thought for you

We confess that we get carried along by the spirit of our age

We think so much of what we may possess

So little of what we have to give

So much of the immediate

So little of the eternal

So much of ourselves

So little of you

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy.

We crave that others would think well of us, 

We want so much to make a good impression

We have so much concern for our reputation

So little for yours

We think so often of how others could serve our needs

So little of how we can serve others

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy.

Strengthen us through the tests that we face

Deliver us from conformity to the standards of those outside your kingdom 

Send your Spirit 

so that we may be uncompromising in our worship and service of you

Make our lip-service into reality

that, here and now, we would live as your people

owned by you, and joyfully celebrating your life.

In Christ’s name. Amen



	Children


	Get an old wallet or purse with a hole in it. If you don’t have one, get a cheap one from the $2 shop (my primary ministry resource centre!) and make a hole in it. Make a scene of finding a $2 coin (total props now = $4) and declare how fortunate you are to have some money that you can now use to buy a pack of tic-tacs (or anything else) for yourself... because you really love eating mints.  As you put the coin into your old wallet it drops out again and falls onto the floor.
Read Luke 12.33 and explain that spending our money on ourselves is like putting it into a worn out wallet. In the end we are left with nothing. However, when we share with others God is pleased with us. Jesus said that when God is pleased with us it is a bit like we’ve put our money into a bank in heaven.  



	PowerPoint
	A sunrise would be suitable if your focus was on the appearing of the Lord.

A dove if your main focus is on peace. 
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