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Sunday 5 September 2010
Costly Discipleship 
Father’s Day
Year C - Pentecost 15 – 55C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Jeremiah 18.1-18 Jeremiah visits a pottery shop. The clay does not take the shape intended, so the potter breaks it down and re-shapes it. He uses this as a metaphor for God’s judgement. 
Psalm 139.1-6, 13-18 The Psalmist declares that Lord is close to us and knows us well. “You are the one who put me together inside my mother’s body.”

Philemon 1-21 Paul pleads with Philemon to receive his run-away slave back as a friend and brother in the Lord.
Luke 14.25-33 Jesus encourages the crowds that followed him to count the cost of being a disciple.
The alternative Father’s Day readings are: Genesis 37.19-24, 29-35; Psalm 103.6-13; Ephesians 6.1-4; Matthew 1.18-25.

Another option is presented by the Season of Creation, which begins this Sunday (Ocean Sunday). Resources for this can be found at www.seasonofcreation.com


	Introduction / Background
	Having previously decided that “10 minutes” is going to keep with the lectionary stream from Luke’s gospel, I had one look at today’s passage and thought, “YOU’VE GOT TO BE KIDDING!” On Father’s Day we have the passage that says, “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father... he cannot be my disciple”!
Yes, it is the usual word for “hate” that Luke uses and this is followed in translation by NRSV and NIV. But this is correctly understood as a comparative saying.  Recognising that Jesus is using hyperbole, and not wanting to shock their readers, some modern translations soften the passage a bit by having Jesus say, “love me more than” (GNB, CEV), “let go” (The Message) or “hate, by comparison” (NLB). We may love our fathers and be grateful to them, but by comparison we have a much greater call to respond in love and gratitude to our Lord.
I’ve been sitting with the passage for a few days now and I think it can work well on Father’s Day - but it does need a bit of an introduction to lead into it. For this reason, I’ve put the story of the Titanic under “preaching thoughts” below, rather than with “Illustrations/ stories”.



	Broader 
Preparation
	Movies

There are quite a few movies that pick up the themes of costly discipleship or sacrificing for the sake of others. The radical discipleship theme is well illustrated by two biographical films:

· the 2003 movie Mother Teresa starring Olivia Hussey.

· and Romero (1989) which tells the story of Oscar Romero the Archbishop of El Salvador. 
In more fictional and dramatic vein:

· Pay it forward (2000) featuring Kevin Spacey and Helen Hunt is a marvellous story which illustrates the Christian concept of grace. By showing kindness that is undeserved (ie paying a favour forward rather than back) a schoolboy gets drawn into costly commitment
· Then, of course, there is Titanic (1997) where Jack (Leonardo DiCapro) sacrifices his life for his Rose (Kate Winslet) by helping her to keep afloat on a wall-panel from the sunken ship which is only big enough for one of them.
Fathers

Ask some fathers or grandfathers to briefly share in the service how becoming a father/grandfather has changed their lives



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	If you are running with the Titanic stories, a life jacket or two on display at the front of the church will reinforce the urgency of the call to discipleship.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Around 11.30pm on 14 April 1912 The Titanic hit an iceberg in the North Atlantic Ocean. The radio operator sent out a distress signal giving the ship’s position before it disastrously sank. 

The signal was picked up by an aging steam vessel called the Carpathia. The captain immediately recognised the enormity of the situation and the desperate peril of the Titanic passengers. In a frantic bid to get to the scene he ordered the Carpathia boilers to full pressure. The ship steamed at top speed though dangerous waters surrounded by ice. In the dark some of the icebergs were towering more than 20 metres above their heads. Although it was freezing cold, the captain ordered the steam-heating to the passengers’ cabins to be cut off to save as much steam as possible for the engines.  Passengers waking up cold could feel the vibrations of the ship’s straining engines. 

With maximum effort the Carpathia still did not reach the Titanic lifeboats for several hours. The sea, which was dead calm at midnight, began to build as morning neared. At 3.30am the Carpathia, risking its own passengers and crew to save Titanic's, arrived at the co-ordinates given by the distress signal. 

For the first half hour on the scene the Carpathia crew saw nothing. Then one of the crew spotted a flare. The first passenger was rescued at 4.10am. As the seas became rougher the rescue effort continued. By 8.30am all the survivors, had been brought aboard. Of the 2,228 passengers on the Titanic, 705 we rescued.

Because the captain had quickly perceived the importance of the rescue, he was prepared to put his own crew and passengers through discomfort and danger. Likewise, in our reading from the Gospel today, Jesus is saying that the call to discipleship is of such vital importance that even our care for our families, and our own lives, pale in comparison. 
People need to hear this call to radical discipleship. It is the sort of call that takes affluent medical workers from the West and puts them to work in the desperate poverty of the desert lands of Niger. It is the sort of call that takes people away from the fire-side in their comfortable homes to rescue street kids in our cities. It is a call to risk and action and adventure. 
In an age of extreme sports and intrepid journeys, when unprecedented numbers are prepared to risk their lives by climbing that mountain, or seeking that thrill, it is hardly surprising that few find much attraction in a call to discipleship that is associated with sitting sedately in rows for an hour every weekend! Today’s youth are unlikely to be attracted to a Christian faith that is seen as bland, tame, boring and representing the status quo. What can we do?
Give him our loyalties
Of course the place of family is esteemed to be very important by the Christian community. This is the first place where we live out our Christian values, and much of the emphasis of scripture is to uphold those family values. So much so that the family is used as a metaphor for the relationship between God and his people. But what Jesus is saying here is that, for his disciples, our first loyalty is to him. 

I have a close Christian friend whose family is not Christian. Her inability to embrace the values of our materialistic society has caused a gap to open up between herself and her parents. She is very capable and her family cannot understand why she has not used her abilities to accumulate wealth. Her loyalty lies in other places. She finds great fulfillment in service and readily gives away both her money and possessions. 

Give him our possessions
So what is the cost of being a disciple of Jesus? Well, according to this passage it costs everything. Many have followed Christ at the cost of wealth and status. Note that Jesus is not saying (as we are often wont to) “if you become my disciples you will find peace, security and warm fellowship.” No such trouble-free life is promised by Jesus. Instead, he says that the cost is enormous and we’d better sit down and work it all out before we start. Otherwise we could be like that person with the unfinished tower and be the subject of ridicule. 

Give him our lives
Because, in our day, we are familiar with the phrase “taking up our cross” (Luke 14.27) we have devalued its meaning. Someone comes down with the flu for a couple of days and we say “that’s her cross to bear.” That’s not at all what would have come into the minds of Jesus’ hearers. Instead they would shudder at the thought of the horrific, torturous death inflicted mercilessly by the brutal Roman governing power. 

The call to discipleship is urgent. The task is great. The commitment required is more important than the preservation of our own lives. Jesus’ claim extends to every area of our lives. 
But, is it really expected that we would surrender everything to Jesus in this way? If we did, it would put him totally in control. The scripture calls this “lordship” and the minimum requirement to be a follower of Jesus is that we make him Lord. 


	Illustrations / 
Stories
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Ryugyong Hotel
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	Suppose one of you wants to build a tower - Luke 14.28
The building of the 105 story Ryugyong Hotel in North Korea was commenced in 1987. It was planned to be the world’s tallest and a showcase of North Korean prowess. The majestic pyramid structure with 3,000 rooms and seven revolving restaurants had a construction cost estimated to be equivalent to 2% of North Korea’s Gross Domestic Product. However, the original completion date of 1989 passed with the building far from finished. Construction work continued until a lack of funds brought progress to a halt in 1992. The unfinished building sat vacant with no windows, and a rusting crane on the top, for the next 16 years. In 2008 work on the structure resumed. Although the official line is that it is due for completion in 2012, there have also been reports that the concrete used in the building is substandard and that, in its present form, it will never open. For more information on the hotel see the Wikipedia article  

See the story of the Titanic rescue in preaching thoughts above. 


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
All to Jesus I surrender CMP 25; S1 15
For the music  AA 41

Father God I give all thanks SIS 97
Father in heaven how we love you SIS 472; CMP 135 

Father we love you SIS 452; CMP 142

Jesus take me as I am S1 297; SIS 218

O beauty every ancient  HIOS  107
O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; WOV 514; H&P 704; CMP 501; S1 391
Take my life and let it be MHB 400; WOV 520; H&P 705; CMP 624; S1 468
Take up your cross the Saviour said WOV 496; CMP 935
This is my desire S1 515; CMP 1013
We give immortal praise MHB 40; WOV 38; H&P 18
What shall I do my God to love MHB 77; WOV 50; H&P 46
Your hand O Lord has guided WOV 389; H&P 784; CMP 705

It’s always good, on Father’s Day, to sing a song or two that uses the metaphor of ‘father’ for God. There is none better than the one below which comes from the Ausbund. The Ausbund is the hymn collection of the severely persecuted 16th century Anabaptists. This particular hymn was written by Leenaerdt Clock (transl. Earnest Payne) and is still used as the 2nd hymn every Sunday by the Old Order Amish Mennonites, who continue to sing it in  Old German. The tune (Mit Freuden Zart) is reasonably well known and comes from the same time and context. You’ll find the tune in WOV 27.
Our Father God, your name we praise, 
to you our hymns addressing, 
and joyfully our voices raise, 
your faithfulness confessing. 
Assembled by your grace, O Lord, 
we seek fresh guidance from your word. 
Now grant anew your blessing. 


Touch, Lord, the lips that speak for thee; 
set words of truth before us,
that we may grow in constancy, 
the light of wisdom over us. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
may hungry souls again be fed; 
may heavenly food restore us. 


As with each other here we meet, 
your grace alone can feed us, 
as here we gather at your feet 
we pray that you will heed us. 
The power is thine, O Lord divine, 
the kingdom and the rule are thine. 
May Jesus Christ still lead us!



	Prayers
	 O Lord, you have examined my heart
      and know everything about me.
 You know when I sit down or stand up.
      You know my thoughts even when I’m far away.
 You see me when I travel
      and when I rest at home.
      You know everything I do.

 You know what I am going to say
      even before I say it, Lord.
 You go before me and follow me.
      You place your hand of blessing on my head.
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
      too great for me to understand! 
 I can never escape from your Spirit!
      I can never get away from your presence!
 If I go up to heaven, you are there;
      if I go down to the grave, you are there.
 If I ride the wings of the morning,
      if I dwell by the farthest oceans,
      even there your hand will guide me,
      and your strength will support me.

 I could ask the darkness to hide me
      and the light around me to become night—
    but even in darkness I cannot hide from you.
 To you the night shines as bright as day.
      Darkness and light are the same to you. 
 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body
      and knit me together in my mother’s womb.
 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!
      Your workmanship is marvellous—how well I know it.
 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion,
      as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.

 You saw me before I was born.
      Every day of my life was recorded in your book.
 Every moment was laid out
      before a single day had passed. 

 How precious are your thoughts about me, O God.
      They cannot be numbered!
 I can’t even count them;
      they outnumber the grains of sand!
 And when I wake up,
      you are still with me!
Psalm 139.1-18 NLT
Father’s Day

Lord God,

this Fathers Day we pray your blessing 
on the fathers, grandfathers and uncles 
in the church and in our community.
Help them to be good role models for the children
that come under their influence.
We are well aware that many in our land 
grow up without the love and stability offered by a good father;
So we pray for special care for the fatherless.
We ask you to bless, help and strengthen single and solo mothers.
Thank you that we can name you as Father

and that you care for us all as children.
So we praise you today, our God and Father

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


	Children


	Pre-arrange for some children to share in the service about their dads: 

You could ask them to bring along something that reminds them of their dad, and say why it does (his old jumper, golf club, burnt toast...). Keep it secret from dad – but, if there’s a mum, inform her as her guidance may be needed!
Or, you could ask them to say 3 things they like about their dad. 

Then round off by getting an older child to read the Fathers Day prayer (above).



	PowerPoint
	A vast ocean background would go well with the Titanic stories.
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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