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Sunday 4 July 2010
Purpose

Year C - Pentecost 6 – 46C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links


	2 Kings 5:1-14: Naaman is healed of his skin disease after Elisha’s servant tells him to wash in the Jordan River.  However, Naaman initially refuses, expecting some complicated religious rite to be the way things should be done.

Psalm 30: A song of celebration as God turns sadness to joy, weakness to strength:  “So, I will not be silent; I will sing praise to you.”
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-14:  We reap what we sow.  Therefore let us put our lives into doing good as often as we have the chance and to everyone we meet.
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20: The sending out of the 72 disciples to heal the sick and proclaim the Kingdom of God, with some practical advice on receiving hospitality.


	Introduction / Summary
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	(Each week, as part of my preparation for writing “10 minutes”, I visit John van de Laar’s website, http://sacredise.com/lectionary/ where he offers “big picture” thoughts on the readings as well as other resources, including prayers that try to express emotion, life’s struggles and the place of faith.  I found his work for this week particularly meaningful and have inserted much of it below, adding a few thoughts of my own.  His work is in the blue text.  John is an ordained minister in the Methodist Church of South Africa, a talented song writer and worship leader.)

We all need a reason to live. We need a purpose.  To live for nothing, is, well, to live for nothing.  But everyday, and in the ordinary events of our everyday, we are invited to “serve God’s purpose in our own time” (Acts 13:36).  And it is not as complicated as it sounds!


	Broader / Personal Preparation
	What is my purpose?  If I were to sum it up in one sentence, what would that be?

Where, in the events of this day, will I have (did I have) the opportunity to be a light in someone’s darkness, a rainbow in the rain, a fire in the cold?  

What ordinary moment was made extra-ordinary because I was aware of the divine, of God’s Spirit at work?  How open am I really to God working through me?  Do I expect to be a channel of God’s peace and love? 

  

	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Get people to try and identify the purpose of a particular object.

Have someone blowing “bubbles” outside the church as people arrive (it would be good to use them inside too, but they can leave a bit of a mess).  In the service refer to the bubbles as expressions of who we are as God’s people.  If every one of us were “out there” spreading the love, sharing the hope etc we would make the world a better place.  The bubbles are eye-catching and fun.  So too with us as Christians.  Whereever we are we can bring life and energy to our world.  Also, the bubble “holds” the breath (spirit) within it.  We hold God’s Spirit within us.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	It has been said that if you aim at nothing, you’ll hit it.  Many people are searching for purpose.  Something to live for that brings meaning to the routines of life... something more than the “useless life” described in the opening of the book of Ecclesiastes: “Vanity, vanity, all is vanity.”  Purposelessness can drive us mad (see P.O.W. illustration below).  Children ask the question – Why are we here?  Teenagers and young adults struggle with “what’s the point?!”  As we face our death we wonder at the meaning of it all.

In a world of celebrity, of “Reality TV”, and of value given only to winners and to those who are larger than life, it can be tempting to think that the ordinary has no contribution to make, that “vanilla” people can make no difference. But, the Gospel is a message that does not despise the small things. God’s reign is a reality in which the least, the child and the marginalised all have significant value to offer.

CONNECTING WITH LIFE: GLOBAL APPLICATION:  It is important that the work of celebrities and high profile leaders in the struggle for justice is recognised and celebrated, but justice is really achieved not by these few. If we are to reverse the impact of climate change, it will take small but significant shifts in the habits of many ordinary people. If our world is to become more peaceful, it will mean ordinary people must learn to understand and respect one another, recognising our common humanity. If wealth is to be equitably distributed, it will mean changing the values by which ordinary individuals live from consumerism to simplicity and from accumulating to giving. If these shifts were just taken seriously by Christ-followers alone, the impact would be nothing short of miraculous. As Christians around the world join together in peace-making, hospitality, taking responsibility for the change we can bring and doing small acts of goodness, the Gospel message would be preached clearly and powerfully, with very few words necessary.

CONNECTING WITH LIFE:LOCAL APPLICATION:  It is often tempting as we seek to share Christ’s message in the Church and into our communities to think about making big changes and attempting big, attention grabbing projects. However, our impact is often less about how we structure our services or what kind of music we use or how “prominent” we are in our community...  When, instead of pointing fingers at “the world” we are willing to accept its “hospitality,” speaking blessing, and offering grace and mercy and justice in every situation and with every person, then people begin coming to us to learn more about our faith and the One we follow. But, if we fail to do this, then no amount of words or programs will be enough to compensate for our lack of grace and goodness.

by John van de Laar © 2010 Sacredise (used with permission)
The expression of our faith in everyday, ordinary circumstances is perhaps the most important step in achieving a sense of purpose.  It means that every moment is an opportunity to partner with God in creating a better world.  It means my smile, my gentle listening, my warm encouragement, my hopeful prayer, my courageous challenge makes the world a better place.  In Acts 13:36 it says that “David served God’s purposes in his own time.”  What a great testimony to his life!  God sends us out to make a difference, but we don’t have to go far to do it because “the Kingdom of God has come near to you.” (Luke 10:11)  This mindset of living our faith in the everyday may be the first, and most important step to finding purpose.

It is here that the story of Naaman is so important.  The servant sums it up:  “If the prophet had told you to do something difficult, you would have done it…”  We expect God to ask us to do the difficult, or the different things for them to be “spiritual.”  Not so.  God asks us to do the ordinary things – but do them well.

Jesus sends the 72 discpiles out “to go ahead of Him” (Lk 10:1), to prepare the way for Him.  Our purpose is the same.  The way we live in the everyday prepares the way for God to work in people’s lives through the Spirit.  We are not the change agents, God is.  As we enter into the lives of others (It is important to note that the 72 are sent into the other person’s homes. They don’t wait for the other people to come to them) we create a loving space for God to achieve God’s purpose.  And God is doing that one live at a time, one family at a time.  Lives being changed in the intimacy of their own home not the pews of a church.  It is about relationship.  It is about the one thing we are all involved in, everyday, whether we like it or not:  People.  Our purpose is to prepare the way for God to work and then let God get on with it!  To create a holy, loving, life-affirming affirmations for God to work.



	Illustrations / 
Stories
	If you used the bubbles, talk about the fact that we are limited (like the bubble) – we can only be where we are, and we will only be here for a short time.  We can only serve God where we are, in the time we have.

Prisoners of war were made to dig a large hole and move the sand across the camp.  When they had completed the task (months later) they felt some pride in their achievement only to be be told to put all the sand back into the original hole.  The work actually drove some of the men insane!  So much of our lives are spent moving dirt piles around, and we wonder why we are restless and frustrated.

In Alice in Wonderland, Alice asks the Cheshire Cat for directions.  The conversation goes something like this: “That depends on where you want to get to,” says the Cat. “I don’t very much care,” replies Alice.  “Then it doesn’t matter which way you go.”



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
	Hymns
Breath on me breath of God (MHB 300; WOV 320; H&P 280)

Come let us sing of a wonderful love (MHB 314; H&P 691) 

Dear [Jesus] in whose life I see (H&P 522)
Make me a captive, Lord (MHB 596; WOV 528; H&P 714)
Praise To The Lord, The Almighty (MHB 64; WOV 28; H&P 16)
Tell out my soul (WOV 109; H&P 86)
God of our every day (AA 52)

How happy you who work for peace (AA 63)

Take my gifts and let me love you (AA 127)
When we lift our pack and go (AA 153)

Faith is in the following (WHV 28)

God is working out this purpose (Words below)

Songs

An army of ordinary people (S1 20; CMP 32)

For I’m building a people of power (S1 109; CMP 151)

How lovely on the mountains (S1 189; CMP 249)

I want to serve the purpose of God in my generation (S1 256; CMP 859)

I’m trading my sorrows (Psalm 30) (S3 1309)
Make me a channel of your peace (S1 348; CMP 456)

We are marching [walking] (S1 539; CMP 954)

We want to see Jesus lifted high (S1 559; CMP 957)

We’ll walk the land (S1 551; CMP 743)

God is working out this purpose:
To bring healing to the world.

Life by life, one Spirit changing: 

Bringing light where darkness ruled.

Heart by heart, and in each moment,

Newness waiting to be born:

Peace with God and love for others

Wholeness for the lives once torn. 

God is working out this purpose:
To bring meaning to the world;

Aching for new ways of living

For God’s people and for all.

Hope for future, past forgiveness,

Sense of purpose for each one;

Love, to bring a life of fullness,

Through the message of the Son.

God is working out this purpose,
And now calls us to be part

Of the great adventure of living:

Bringing life to every heart!

God is calling, God is asking,
You and I to work and pray: 

Now’s the time to join this purpose,

Now’s the time to live God’s way!

(Andre le Roux)

Tune: 8.7.8.7 D 

Hymn to Joy or Hyfrydol



	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	John offers the following liturgy for communion…

http://www.sacredise.com/files/liturgies/fftr/Lords%20Supper.pdf

Extraordinary Ordinariness
It’s not the big things that trip us up, Jesus;

    It’s usually the small things,

        the little concessions to bad attitudes,

        the tiny twisting of truth to make us look better,

        the minute selfishnesses,

        the hidden disregard for others.

    But, thankfully, no flaw is too small for your grace,

        Or for your Spirit’s power to work on changing us.

    Thank you!
It’s not only big things that matter in your Community, Jesus;

    You so often remind us of the small, the ordinary,

        that, in your Spirit’s power become extraordinary,

        leaving life and joy and healing in their wake;

And so we praise you for extraordinary ordinariness, Jesus;

    For challenging and supporting one another,

        for taking responsibility for our relationships and lives,

        for work well done,

            and attitudes that make it a joy,

        for sharing peace and love and kindness

            with friends and strangers;

    We praise you for a message and a community

        that in simple, ordinary ways

        offers extraordinary grace to all.

In Jesus’ Name

Amen.
by John van de Laar © 2010 Sacredise (used with permission)
The Call Of Compassion
If we’re honest, compassion does not come easy to us, God;

            We see others who struggle;

                        those without homes, or food;

                        those dying from curable diseases, simply because

                                    they can’t get access to the medicine they need;

                        those who have lost loved ones through death or circumstance,

                                    and long for human companionship;

                        those who are persecuted and judged because of their difference;

                        those who are facing the awful consequences

                                    of bad choices they have made;

                        and those who must live with the consequences

                                    of choices that others make that impact their lives;
It all just feels like it’s too much, and there’s nothing we can do.
But, we know that’s not true – we know that compassion is enough;

            that when we allow ourselves to feel,

                        compassion will lead us to do what we can,

            and that this will make a difference.
And so, we pray first for ourselves:

            that you would soften our hearts,

                        and still our fears,

            and lead us into those acts of compassion

                        that we are capable of doing.
And then we pray for all of these others

            whose lives can be changed

                        through small, simple acts of care;

            that you would disturb us, and others like us,

                        until we finally step up and play our part

                                    in the saving of your world;

            and that enough of us would answer your call,

                        that the needs of the hurting ones

                                    may be met.
In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.

by John van de Laar © 2008 Sacredise (used with permission)
Good News By Degrees
It’s Good News this Gospel of yours, Jesus,

    and we easily get so excited and full of expectation,

        that we can be disappointed when goodness takes longer

        than we had hoped.    

But sometimes the most powerful changes, the most complete healings

        come not in one startling moment,

        but slowly, by degrees.
And so we pray for your Good News to capture our world,

    in the comfort of loving shoulders

        offered for the grieving to cry on;

    in the shared laughter and hopefulness

        found in the midst of pain and suffering;

    in the vulnerable welcome of hospitality

        given to both strangers and friends;

    in the unconditional love and challenging confrontation

        received from trusted partners;

    in the simple responsibility

        accepted by those who are conscientious and faithful;

    in the generous good

        done by grateful followers of your ways;
In these small, but significant actions,

    we pray that we and our world may recognize

        the signs of your reign among us;

    and that your Good News may be proclaimed by degrees,

        in the daily rhythms of our lives.
Amen.
by John van de Laar © 2010 Sacredise (used with permission)


	Children


	If, last week, you had encouraged the older children to memorise the 9 “fruit of the Spirit” ask them if anyone managed to do it. 

Have a “show and tell” type activity – what’s the purpose of this:  Potato peeler, cheese grater, slotted spoon…  Then something strange or weird…

Sometimes we know what things are for, but some things are strange. 

“If mum were to give you this (dishwashing liquid) and this (dishwashing cloth), what do you think she would want you to do?”  Wash the dishes!

Sometimes we know what to do, but sometimes we don’t.  

Luckily, when it comes to God, it is quite clear:  LOVE!



	PowerPoint
	Bubbles / piles of dirt / compass
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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