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Sunday 31 October 2010
Restoring the Lost
Year C - Pentecost 23 - 64C

Reformation Sunday/ All Saints
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Habakkuk 1.1-4, 2.1-4 The violence and evil that Habakkuk observes troubles him. He asks God about it. The Lord responds that those in right standing with him will live through difficult times by faith.
Psalm 119.137-144 The psalmist proclaims that the Lord is righteous and his laws are just.
2 Thessalonians 1.1-4, 11-12 Paul commends the Thessalonian Christians for their faith in the face of suffering. He prays that God will enable them to live worthy lives.
Luke 19.1-10 An account of the day that salvation came to the home of Zacchaeus. “The Son of Man came to look for and to save people who are lost."
It is also Reformation Sunday (because 31 October was the day Luther posted his 95 Theses on the church door in Wittenburg.) The following alternative readings are given: Amos 5.14-21; Psalm 106.1-12; 1 Peter 2.1-10 and Luke 6.46-49. This is an ideal opportunity to tell the story of Martin Luther, Jean Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli or one of the lesser known Reformation leaders like Caspar Schwenckfeld.
Being All Saints’ Day tomorrow means that this evening is the eve of All Saints’ (hallows) Day or Hallowe’en. The recent Americanisation of the day in New Zealand has been a boon to retailers and a bane to those who don’t enjoy the visits of anonymous trick or treaters. However there are other traditions:

· My mother grew up (in Scotland) celebrating Halloween by bobbing for apples. ie Trying to get apples out of a bowl of water by using only your mouth. It’s not as easy as it sounds!  I imagine the tradition came from the season coinciding with Northern hemisphere harvest.
· In Europe in the Middle Ages a story was told of the dead coming to life on this evening to eat ordinary food. A tradition developed of making small cakes called “soul cakes” for the dead. Of course, the dead didn’t come so the cakes were given to the poor (perhaps the origin of trick or treating).
· In Central America this is a happy, festival season when people recall the good memories of times spent with friends and family who have now died. Family graves are colourfully and elaborately decorated. 



	Introduction / Summary
	The focus of the whole of Luke’s gospel is found in one verse from our gospel reading today: Luke 19.10 “The Son of Man came to look for and to save people who are lost" and Luke uses the story of Zacchaeus to illustrate the point. Jesus told us in the last chapter that “it's easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to get into God's kingdom." We now meet one rich man who got in. This story is unique to Luke’s gospel.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
	A couple of movies that could be used to illustrate today’s gospel theme:

Groundhog day (1993) starring Bill Murray and Andie MacDowell
A family comedy in which TV weatherman Phil Connors (Bill Murray) enters a time warp and repeats the same day over and over again. We need a Zacchaeus experience to break free from our past and to prevent us from doing the same old things again and again.

How the Grinch stole Christmas (2000) starring Jim Carey.
A family Christmas movie that brings to life the Dr Seuss storybook of the same name. The meanest of mean creatures, the Grinch (admirably played by Carey), after being befriended by a little girl finds his heart grows three sizes.
“Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” JB Phillips



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	This activity could be done from the front of the church, as a children’s activity or as a ‘station’ set up in a spot/spots around the church:
The Grinch (above) had a heart that was two sizes too small.  This reminds us of the story of Zacchaeus who also had a heart that was too small.

Take an ice cream container, cup, container of vinegar, container of baking soda and tall spoon.  
Place the cup inside the ice cream container.  Pour a small amount of vinegar into cup.  Discuss what makes someone’s heart small?  What would make it grow?  After you have talked about some ideas, add a small amount (quarter of teaspoon) of baking soda into the vinegar as a symbolic gesture of the things that would make someone’s heart grow.  Add more baking soda.  Stir it round.  Watch as it grows.  Then what happens?  Do the bubbles start to go down?  Is this the same with our hearts? Do our hearts need to be filled constantly?  Is it an ongoing process?  Do we need to keep on exercising our hearts to keep them from becoming two sizes too small?  Add vinegar or baking soda and experiment talking about what our hearts need to grow.  Can you make your vinegar/baking soda hearts overflow?



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Tax collectors were among the most hated people in the land, and Zacchaeus was not just a tax collector he was one of the heads of the Jericho IRD. They were thought of as traitors because they worked in co-operation with the occupying Roman forces. It worked like this – The Romans assessed an area to be worth a certain amount in taxes, and they sold the right to collect the taxes to the highest bidder. So long as the tax collectors handed over the assessed amount they could retain any extra. 
There were poll taxes for being alive, ground taxes on what you grew, and income taxes on what you earned. In addition there were road taxes, market taxes, cart taxes, purchase taxes, import taxes and export taxes. The tax collectors could demand virtually any amount they chose. They were classed among murderers, adulterers, thieves and brothel-keepers and barred from admission to the synagogue as they were considered traitors to their nation and their faith. 
Zacchaeus was an outcast. He was despised and lonely. His choice of profession meant that he had lost his dignity and self respect and, no doubt, he had lost his peace as well. He was a rich man. But he was a very poor rich man. He was rich in finance, a capitalist and a crook, but poor as a person in every other way. And he was lost... lost in the sense of being in the wrong place, away from God, needing to be shown the right way, needing to see a loving God. 
He was also short. When Jesus was headed his way he was keen to see what this man was like. It was sport for the crowd to block the view of this one who was despised; to bustle him aside. So, without worry about his dignity, he ran ahead and climbed up a sycamore tree that was growing beside the road. 
It’s a favourite story to tell to children, who no doubt identify with the little man who can’t see over the crowd and climbs a tree. But it can also speak to all of us today. It says...

Be Found

Jesus understood his mission as that of seeking. Just a few pages back in Luke’s gospel we’ve had the story of the lost sheep that was found by the shepherd who carried it back on his shoulders rejoicing. This was followed by the parable of the woman who had a lost coin. After sweeping the house and searching she found it can called her friends and neighbours to celebrate. These were followed by the account of a father with lost sons. When the younger returned the father rushed to embrace him and threw a feast to celebrate. 
Now Jesus stops at a sycamore tree and looks up at Zacchaeus. “Hurry down,” says Jesus, “for I must stay at your house today.” The way this is strongly worded conveys the idea of necessity. It is Jesus’ divine mission to seek the lost.
Some religions have leaders who are guides and fellow travelers, but Jesus is moving in the other direction. He comes from God to seek us. In the person of Jesus the eternal God “emptied himself” (Philippians 2.7) and took the form of a servant to seek us. He came close. In fact he came too close for comfort for many, so they responded by nailing him to a cross.

Having taken human form he comes close to you and me. He can identify with us. Our worst times, when our self-reliance crumbles, can be his time to move in our lives. When we are carrying a burden he seeks us. And, just like when Zacchaeus was found, in him there are new possibilities and a new hope for us. So we too can be found and…
Be Restored
Zacchaeus was delighted that Jesus wanted to be a guest in his home. He scrambled down from the tree to join him. But the crowd was indignant and murmured, “What business does he have going to dinner with a crook?”
And here is the revolutionary nature of the gospel: Jesus welcomes outcasts and bad people. Typical of Luke, he picks a story of the person who seems to be most unlikely, to model for us what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Jesus  comes to all those who, like Zacchaeus, stand among a hundred broken commandments and who could never call themselves worthy… and he offers them abundant life. So it is that Zacchaeus is saved and restored. He is saved by being brought near to God when he was far apart. He is saved from guilt, by finding forgiveness. He is saved from having no purpose, by meeting Christ. 
When Jesus called Zacchaeus he had a change of heart that indicated his restoration. Apologetically he declared, “I’ll give half of what I own to the poor and if I’ve defrauded anyone I’ll pay them back four times as much.” Some have tried to calculate mathematically exactly what this would mean. But the point is clear. His change of life was accompanied by a response of restitution far beyond what was necessary.  His deeds were a guarantee of his sincerity. As they are with us. Jesus doesn’t call us to a change our words, he calls us to change our lives.
In the previous chapter of the gospel (Luke 18.18-27) there is an important rich man who is seeking eternal life. He leaves Jesus saddened because he is not prepared to sacrifice his riches to be a follower. Now in the contrasting story a rich man does become a follower. The impossible happens when the little man becomes a big man as he opens his heart to God. There is of course a big price to pay in making restitution. When hearts change there is always an impact on the community.
When Jesus saw the response of Zacchaeus he called him a child of Abraham. As a Jew he already was a child of Abraham by birth. The story of Abraham shows how by faith he obeyed God. So now Zacchaeus is a child of Abraham by faith. In the same we become children in God’s family when we by faith act in obedience to God.
Life is intended to be lived with a purpose far bigger than is usually seen in our ordinary daily round. On the day that Zacchaeus climbed a tree he discovered this. We need to discover it too. The Son of Man came to look for and to save people who are lost. 



	Illustrations / Stories
	A changed life?
I was embarrassed once by the owner of small business who told me nearly all of the bad debts that his company had accrued were to his church-going clients! A similar scenario is painted by Ron Sider in his book “The scandal of the evangelical conscience.” He shows a lack of any significant difference between the actions of American church-goers and the rest of society over a number of behaviours including materialism, sexual morality, racism and abuse.
A changed life 2 - Celsus and Origen
“In the third century AD, the pagan Celsus and the Christian Origen engaged in a debate on the legitimacy of Christianity. In the course of the debate, Celsus mocked,
When most teachers go forth and teach, they cry, ‘Come to me you who are clean and worthy,’ and they are followed by the highest calibre of people available. But your silly master, when he goes forth to teach cries, “Come to me, you who are down and beaten by life.” And so he accumulates around himself the rag, tag and bobtail of humanity.

Origen’s response to Celsus’ attack ranks as one of the most profound statements ever made about the power of Christianity. He replied, 

Yes, Celsus, they are the rag, tag and bobtail of humanity. But Jesus does not leave them that way. Out of material you would have thrown away as useless, he fashions (people of strength), giving them back self-respect, enabling them to stand on their feet and look God in the eye. They were cowed, cringing, broken things. But the Son has set them free.”
Robert C. Linthicum, Building a people of power p220f


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
And can it be that I should gain  MHB 371; WOV138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 21
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound  WOV56; H&P 215; SIS 401; CMP 31; 

   S1 18
Change my heart O God  SIS 482; CMP 69; S1 68
Come, let us sing of a wonderful love MHB 214; H&P 691; CMP 94; S2 660
Here O my Lord, I see you face to face MHB 772; WOV 438; H&P 608 

How deep the Father's love for us  CMP988; S1 185
In my life Lord, be glorified SIS 577; CMP 335; S1 230

Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141; CMP 359
King of kings, majesty  CMP1000; S1 409
Lord of creation, to you be all praise!  WOV 557; H&P 699; CMP 440
O thou who camest from above   MHB 386; WOV486; H&P 745; CMP 525; 

   S1 416
Once to every man and nation  MHB 898; WOV499
Song of faith that lives forever FFS 57

We have heard a joyful sound  MHB 316; CMP 730
We thank you for the heritage HIOS 144



	Prayers
	Call to worship

We come for an encounter

We come for an encounter with the risen Lord

to be filled afresh with a sense of gratitude, mystery and wonder

to listen, to hear, to obey

to respond in thanksgiving and praise and worship

The psalm

You are right and you do right, God;
       your decisions are right on target. 
You rightly instruct us in how to live 
      ever faithful to you. 
Your promise has been tested through and through, 
      and we, your servants, love it dearly. 
Your justice is eternal, 
      your revelation is the only truth. 
Even though troubles and stress may come down hard, 
      your commands always give us delight. 
The way you tell us to live is always right; 
      help us understand it so we can live to the fullest.
Based on Psalm 199.137-144

A prayer of thanks seeking new life

Thank you God

that we are surrounded by love and faith

in a community of pilgrims who travel along your way.
Thank you for those moments of insight and vision
that have made life meaningful for us.

Thank you for the examples of people who have 

shown us what it is to be civilized and mature;

who have their lives together and intact;

and who can impart serenity and grace to 

those of us who face a wilderness of confusion and chaos.

We are grateful for the life invested in us

through parents and teachers and leaders and mentors.
We are humbled continually by the confidence

placed in is by those we rely on.

As we reflect on the significance of the life and death of Jesus 

remind us yet again of your vision for humanity,

and how we can relate together to live in community.

We know that we often fail to reach new heights;

that we mark time on the spot, or drift behind the line.

It is so easy to spoil our craft by greed or the selfish pursuit of our own ambitions

and fail to realise that we are in a co-operative community.
Forgive us when our own interests, greed,

or inability to trust others dig us into a blind hole.

Open us today to new experiences of hope and love,

Enable us to see that the way of faith and trust

is one that leads to insight and riches

that no money can buy or politician deliver.

As we open our hearts and our minds, comes the promise of new life.

Grant us our prayer. Amen.

John Howell      from Sighs too deep for words p26 (used with permission)



	Children
	Odd one out
Tell the story of Zacchaeus and then look at some ‘odd one out’ puzzles and get the children to pick the item that doesn’t belong. Rather than taking a puzzle you could take some objects. Plan on having a few series getting progressively harder.

Which is the odd one out?
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Zacchaeus was an odd one out in many ways. He was short. People didn’t like him. He had to get apart from the crowd, up a tree, to see Jesus.

Sometimes we feel like the odd one out. We feel lonely or not a part of the group. Just like when Jesus stopped and spoke to Zacchaeus, he especially cares for people who feel like they are the odd ones out.

In fact being a follower of Jesus means that sometimes we can’t do what everyone else is doing. If other children are being mean or doing bad things we can’t join in, so we become the odd ones out. 
Because Zacchaeus was the odd one out he got to meet Jesus. 


	Luther’s seal
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	“There is first to be a cross, black, and placed in a heart, which should be of its natural colour (red), to put me in mind that faith in Christ crucified saved us.  For if one believes from the heart, he will be justified.  Even though it is a black cross, which mortifies and which also should hurt us, yet it leaves the heart in its natural colour and does not ruin nature ... that is, the cross does not kill, but keeps man alive.  For the just shall live by faith, by faith in the Saviour.

Such a heart is to be in the midst of a white rose, to symbolize that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. In a word, it places the believer into a white joyful rose, for this faith does not give peace and joy as the world gives.  Therefore, the rose is to be white, not red, for white is the colour of the spirits and of all angels.

This rose, moreover, is fixed in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that such joy in the Spirit and in faith is a beginning of the future heavenly joy.  It is already a part of faith, and is grasped through hope, even though not yet manifest.

And around this field is a golden ring, to signify that such bliss in heaven is endless, and more precious than all joys and goods, just as gold is the most valuable and precious metal.”
Letter from Luther's Works, American Edition; Volume 49, pp. 356 – 359



	PowerPoint
	Ctrl+ click to follow the links to a painting by French artist James Jacques Joseph Tissot of Zacchaeus up a tree and a Zacchaeus cartoon from reverendfun.com
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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