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Sunday 28 November 2010
Putting up the Christmas Lights
Year A - Advent 1 - 01A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 2.1-5 The prophet predicts a time of everlasting peace for all nations. People will “hammer their swords into ploughs”.
Psalm 122 A Psalm in praise of Jerusalem and God’s house, with its timely encouragement to pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
Romans 13.11-14 It’s time for God’s people to turn from their sinful nature and show that they are people of the light. “You know what sort of times we live in.” The plea for no more drunkenness has a relevance to the current Kiwi culture as we approach the Christmas season. 
Matthew 24.36-44 Jesus says to be ready because we don’t know the time of his coming. Just as people were surprised by the flood in the days of Noah so it will be at his coming.
Pray for Peace  Advent resources from World Methodist Council 

Christian World Service has comprehensive range of Advent resources available both on-line and in a resource pack that includes a CD. These resources include prayers that are already formatted on PowerPoint slides.
Order form
Advent 1 service resources as PDF



	Introduction / Summary
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	The “10 Minutes” resources for each week of Advent are written with outreach in mind. They are based a bit more loosely on the lectionary readings than is usually the case and follow more ‘Christmas’ themes than the traditional Advent ones.  Each week they will include:

· One of John Howell’s prayers. These are used with permission and come from his two beautifully illustrated books Longings for the Eternal and Sighs too Deep for Words. (They’d make great Christmas presents!)

· A “station” based activity

· A reading to go with the lighting of the next candle on the Advent Wreath

I’ve told of my own family’s Christmas traditions in the sermon outline below. It’s an idea starter – replace this with your own, or get someone else (or several others) to tell of theirs. Make sure full mention is made of the Christmas lights, since this is the theme. 

Accompanying this week’s “10 Minutes” are scripts for two Nativity Plays which can be used any time over Advent/Christmas. One of these is written with the idea of using it as an impromptu play and the Christmas Day “10 Minutes” service will be structured around this one. They have been provided by Dale Peach and Caroline Bindon and are used with permission. A third Nativity Play will come with the next “10 Minutes”.
These resources are also available from the Refresh section of the Methodist website
Today’s theme comes from the Isaiah reading: “Let’s live by the light of the Lord”.

The words of Isaiah 2.2-4 are also found, almost identically, in Micah 4.1-3. Both prophets were from the same time period so it is anybody’s guess which is prior.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
	Silly season? 
There are times when all the extra services and functions during the Advent / Christmas season just about drive a minister to despair. What’s worse Christmas Day is a Saturday this year which means, for most of us, we have service/s on the next day too! So, take a moment now...
First - think all of the people who could help with the up-coming services and what they could do. Families are usually happy to be roped into these services. Make a list. It’ll take extra time now getting others involved, but save you time in the long run.

Second – take a candle and go into the church alone. Light the candle, and just sit. Look at the candle, and just sit. Ask God to fill you afresh with the wonder of the incarnation. Look at the candle... think, “Light of the World”... sit...
Music

The track “Shine your light” off the Hi-5’s It’s a Hi-5 Christmas CD is a superb fit with today’s theme.

The Jeff Healey Band’s See the Light off the album by the same name and Bruce Cockburn’s Nothing but a Burning Light (also off an album by the same name) fit more loosely.

Family Movies worth screening this season

The Nativity Story (2006), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than what it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.
How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.
The First Christmas (1998) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.
The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The 
Complete Third Series. The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Advent Station
Set up “stations” around your church and allow 5-10 minutes for this activity. The number you set up will depend on the size of your congregation. At each you will need a table, some birthday candles, plasticine, small evergreen twigs, note paper and pencils. Print the instructions below large spread over 2 A4 sheets:
Read from the Bible
The Lord will teach us his Law from Jerusalem, and we will obey him. He will settle arguments between nations. They will pound their swords and their spears into rakes and shovels; they will never make war or attack one another. People of Israel, let's live by the light of the Lord. 

Isaiah 2.3-5

Consider

The beginning of the Christmas season is associated with lights going up in shops, streets and homes. The Nativity story is also associated with light. From the bright star that appeared in the sky to the shinning angels that spoke to the shepherds, the birth of the Christ-child brings light. Later Jesus announced that he is the light of the world.

Stop and Think

The prophet says, “Let’s live by the light of the Lord”

What does that mean? How can I do it? 

Is there someone to whom I can show God’s love? 

Do I know someone who needs encouraging? 

Who might I help today?

Think of something you can do today to show you are living as a follower of Jesus. 

Write it down.

Make

Mount a candle in plasticine and decorate with greenery. The candle is a reminder that we are to live by the light of the Lord.

Pray

Lord, help me to live by your light. 

Christmas lights

A string of Christmas lights around the pulpit would help illustrate today’s theme.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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	I really do think that my family gets a bit carried away with their Christmas traditions. This is the Sunday when it all begins. A huge family group will meet up after church for the annual Santa parade. After, in half a dozen cars and a truck, we all head out to the Christmas tree farm. When we get there tots to grandparents spread out across the trees to find the one that will match their home and looks to them like the perfect tree. There is much comparing of one tree with another and the process is quite time-consuming. Photos are taken of each of the children with saw in hand cutting down their chosen tree. The trees are loaded onto the back of the truck – usually with an extra one or two, if the church or a struggling family would like one. It’s well after dark by the time they are all delivered. Once the tree is anchored in the Christmas-tree stand the children pounce on the decorations and lights and the process of decorating the tree and putting up the Christmas lights begins.  By bed time, at the end of the day, we are all left with the feeling and smell that tells us the Christmas season has begun.
I’m not the only one in the family to find that the smell of a dying pine gets up my nose. However the solution, that the family has arrived at, is neither to have no tree, nor to have an artificial tree, but to have both a real tree and an artificial tree with the artificial one inside and the real one out on the deck. 

In the twelfth century, in Central Europe, the tradition was to cut a tree and hang it upside down from the ceiling. Now that’s not such a silly idea! First of all the tree takes up a whole lot less room in the house but, more important, the lights and decorations hang away from the tree where they can be seen rather than getting lost in the branches and needles. New York retailer Hammacher Schlemmer could see potential in reviving the practice and started to market a 7 foot upside down Christmas tree “pre-strung with 800 bright clear commercial-grade lights” and with the stated benefit that there was room to accumulate more gifts at the base. To my dismay it never caught on and their present catalogue states, “we regret that this item is no longer available.” (Perhaps the $US599 price tag had something to do with it!)
But the metaphor is too good to resist. Maybe as a church we could turn Christmas upside down so the light can be seen. Just like the lights obscured and hidden among the needles of the tree, the real light of Christmas has been obscured by our Christmas commercialism and celebrations.  Let’s try to make it really clear in this season that Christmas is about the light of God coming to us in the person of Jesus Christ who is the light of the world. 
In a country that is plagued in this season with drunken parties and domestic abuse, we who are followers of Christ by our actions have to be seen to be those of the upside down kingdom. Paul appeals to the Romans in our reading today, “Let’s stop doing things that belong to the dark… let’s conduct ourselves as people who live by the light of day”. Romans 13.12&13.
Our reading from the First Testament today comes from a time of deep difficulty when Israel was is decline and struggling for survival. Isaiah looks forward to a time of peace on earth when instruments of war will be reshaped for agriculture. All nations are included. (Isaiah 2.2) Yippee!! Although the age of peace was, and is, still to be realised, it began with the coming of Jesus. We are invited to join in with the new reality here and now. So the prophet invites us, “Let’s live by the light of the Lord.” (Isaiah 2.5).
As we live by the light of the Lord we become lights that help others to find their way. In our neighbourhoods there are those struggling with the closing darkness. Whether it be the financial implications of this on-going recession, or trying to cope with family responsibilities, illness, grief or loneliness, this is a dark time for many people. With simple acts of kindness and friendship we can make a difference. Let’s live by the light of the Lord. By doing such things as taking some baking, offering to babysit, or shouting a coffee at the café, we’re not only putting up the Christmas lights but letting them be seen. Let’s live by the light of the Lord.
At the back of everything that we do is this child who was born to be the light of the world. If by our actions together as the church in this place, people in our neighbourhood look beyond all the commercialism and hoopla of the season and see the God-become-man, then all heaven will rejoice.
Let’s live by the light of the Lord.



	Illustrations / Stories
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Hyperlink to upside-down tree in the Hammacher Schlemmer catalogue.
More stars

One of the benefits of living a little away for the city is having a better view of the night sky.  A couple of young relations (girls 3 and 5 years old) were visiting us recently and remarked, “you’ve got more stars up here!” Of course it’s just that it’s darker. 

The darker it is the more opportunity there is for your light to shine.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

Ctrl+Click to 

follow link
	Hymns & Songs
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning MHB 122; WOV 234; H&P 123;  

     CMP 65
Christ is our peace AA 16

Christ is the world’s light, he and none other  WOV 191; H&P 456
Come and let us go SIS 157

Darkness like a shroud CMP 110

God was in Christ  HIOS 49
I am the light of the world  WOV 669
Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom MHB 612; WOV 494; H&P 67; 

      CMP 399
Life and light and joy are found  MHB 416; H&P 382
Light of the world you stepped down into darkness S3 1406
Longing for light S3 1409

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord  MHB 260
O come O come Emmanuel MHB 257; WOV 193; H&P 85; CMP 493
O come all you faithful MHB 118; WOV 228; H&P 110; CMP 491; S1 380
There's a light upon the mountains MHB 256; H&P 246
We are children of God HIOS 142

When we walk with the Lord  MHB 516; WOV 531; H&P 687; CMP 999; S3 1618
Hope is our Song on Karaoke CD
Cost of the CD is $20.00 posted 
Send your orders to:- Roald and Lucy Barthow email or post to:

REM and AL Barthow 
212 Reservoir Road 
Thames 3500 
Cheques should be made out to REM and AL Barthow.



	Prayers
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	The Advent Wreath
The Advent wreath is a simple circle of evergreens It is a symbol of life without end. Four candles (usually purple) are arranged among the evergreens with an additional white candle in the middle, called the Christ candle. The wreath is placed on a table at the front of the church. A candle is lighted on the first Sunday of the Advent season, and an additional candle is lighted each Sunday. Over the course of the month some of these candles may need to be replaced. On Christmas Day all the candles of Advent and the white candle in the centre are lighted.
Lighting the first Advent candle

We wait for the light

and believe that there's a day coming 
when the mountain of God's House
will be the highest of all. 
All nations will flow into it. 
God will show us the way he works 
so we can live the way we're made.

May our dreams for a better world start with us.
Come, let's live in the light of God.
(Light the first candle)

Christmas

It’s a time of eating, entertaining, enjoying.

It’s engaging the company of friends.

It’s swapping yarns.

It’s catching up and re-connecting.

It’s hugs all round,

sunhats on the kids,

sunglasses on the teens,

sun block on the skin.

It’s the bang of the Christmas cracker,

It’s the bonus of the ball popping out of the side of the scrum,

It’s the surprise of a new baby,

the hope of a new generation of leaders

who can squarely see through Herod.

God open our eyes this Christmas

to realise empires and governments come and go,

the stocks of the super rich will fall,

but the miracle of birth

invites wonder and praise,

of your outreaching love and creative power. Amen.

John Howell from Longings for the Eternal

Jerusalem – A Pilgrim Song

I was glad when they said to me

‘Let’s go to the house of the Lord!’

Our feet have been standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem

Jerusalem - built as a city

that is bound firmly together

To it the tribes go up

the tribes of the Lord

as was decreed for Israel

to give thanks to the Name of the Lord

For there the thrones for judgement were set up

the thrones of the house of David

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you

Peace within your walls

and security within your towers.”

For the sake of my relatives and friends

I will say, “Peace be within you.”

For the sake of the Lord our God

I will seek your good.
Psalm 122 (NRSV)

Collect

Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ 

came to us in great humility:
that, on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty

to judge the living and the dead

we may rise to life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God now and forever, Amen.
The Methodist Worship Book



	Children

	Ruined Swords
Get three plastic swords from the $2 shop. Cut one off and reshape the end to make a garden trowel for weeding. Heat another and curve it so it can be used for turning the soil (ploughing). 
Heating in boiling water and curving around a mug works – you’ll need to tape the tip to the shank to hold its shape. I tried this, and holding it over the BBQ for 5 minutes will produce a more permanent curve, but you’ll still need to tape it.
Keep the third sword intact.

Show the children the intact sword. What is it used for? (fighting – the modern day equivalent is a gun.)
Look what I’ve done with these two – I’ve made a plough and a trowel so I can use them for gardening. Would they be any use for fighting now? (No, they’d be useless.)
In the Bible the prophet Isaiah predicts a time when weapons of war will be turned into things that are helpful and productive. How do you think a jet bomber could be used to help people? – What about an aircraft carrier? (maybe to deliver food, disaster relief, medical aid etc – imagine the difference a couple of fully crewed, fully stocked aircraft carriers could make to Porto Prince in Haiti)
The time that the prophet predicted hasn’t arrived yet. But it has begun. It began with the birth of Jesus who is the Prince of Peace. We can join with him in helping bring in the age of peace by practising being peaceful in our relationships with others and encouraging peace in the world.



	PowerPoint
	· Christmas lights 
· If you have broadband, on request to eMessenger@methodist.org.nz
we’ll send you a pdf slideshow that alternates slides of babies and light.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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