[image: image1.png]


Sunday 28 March 2010

Celebrating:  Enjoying the moment
Year C -Lent 6 -24C  (Palm Sunday)
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 50:4-9 A passage of trust and confidence in God despite suffering:  “I know I will not be put to shame.”
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 A wonderful Psalm for Palm Sunday – full of celebration and thanks to the God whose “love endures forever.”
Philippians 2:5-11   One of the earliest hymns of the church, this passage is a celebration of the incarnation.  The challenge is in verse 5, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus…”
Luke 19:28-40 Luke’s account of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.


	Introduction / Summary
	Palm Sunday is our last opportunity to celebrate before we face the cross.  The Lenten journey reminds us that even on the road of pain there are things to celebrate.  When we are living with any struggle it is easy to get so caught up in the journey that we forget to make the most of every moment.  Yet it is in these times that our ability to live life to the full shows the depth of our faith.



	Broader Preparation
	On a practical level, get the palm fronds ready if you choose to make the palm crosses.  But, as you work with them, allow the texture, the smell, the colours to speak to you.  Specifically, let them invite you to celebrate the good things of your life.  What do I have to celebrate in my life at the moment?



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Making palm crosses in church on Palm Sunday can be a fun and fulfilling event.  These crosses can be used creatively in the service and can also be used to make the ash for next year’s Ash Wednesday service.  

While crosses work well, you could also make ribbons or bracelets or other ‘weaved’ items.  I have attached pictures of how to make the crosses below, but encourage you to visit the website for other ideas through the year.  There is a paid membership option and free stuff (like the palm crosses) and lots of other good ideas.  http://sundayschoolnetwork.com/palm.html  See also www.christiancrafters.com
During the service, the crosses can be placed on the communion table as a prayer for those who need something to celebrate, or as a sign of surrender – “Jesus, I welcome you into my world.”   They can be taken home as bookmarks or given to friends.  You might place them on the sidewalk outside your church for people walking by to ponder:  “What’s going on here?”

Call to worship:  Shania Twain’s Come on over might be a bit noisy for some, but the invitation to “Come on over - come on in / Pull up a seat - take a load off your feet / Come on over - come on in / You can unwind - take a load off your mind,” does set up a “party” feel for our Palm Sunday celebrations.  This could be playing for the 3 minutes prior to the service beginning if you feel you need little ‘distance’ between the music and the formal start of the service.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	In Jesus’ day there was little to celebrate.  Life was hard.  Political oppression under the Romans, religious laws that sucked the life out of faith…  However, as we follow the life of Jesus we see that celebration was important to Him.  His first miracle is at a ‘celebration’ event – the wedding at Cana (John 2); His message is given so that His joy may be in us – a ‘complete’ joy (John 15:11); and when the Pharisees want Jesus to quieten the celebrating disciples on Palm Sunday He tells them that “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”  You can’t stop the celebration!

However, there was a time when the church frowned on celebration:  Faith is a serious business.  Pleasure leads to sin.  Discipleship has no place for fun or fantasy.  

Jesus would disagree!  Celebration is an important part of a healthy life.  As Richard Foster, in his book Celebration of Discipline points out:  Celebration leads to joy and joy gives us strength.  He also points out that joy is not escapism, a way to bypass or avoid misery, but a way to transform it.  By making the most of every moment we chose to focus on the ‘life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10) that Christ offers.  This mindset can give us the strength we need to face our pain. 

In the end it is about choices.  When the circumstances of our lives bring us to a crossroads and we are faced with our weakness and vulnerability we have to choose:  Do we give up, turn around and let the negativity of ‘the Pharisees’ win  (“Tell them to be quiet”) or do we chose to continue, believing that even if everything seems to be against us, God is with us and that is enough.  Is our happiness determined by our circumstances or by our faith and what we hope for?  It is easy to get lost in the negative, but by making the most of every moment we chose to find the positives and let them determine our actions. When we celebrate we acknowledge that life is good, that God is good.  

Foster goes on to say that celebration saves us from taking ourselves too seriously, it helps us to relax and enjoy the good things of life, and it increases joy in others (laughter can be infectious).  All of these areas are well worth unpacking in the sermon as an affirmation of enjoying every moment of our lives.



	Illustrations / Stories
	You may know of people who have faced really difficult things with courage and faith.  Tell their stories.  Those who have lived with approaching death, nursed a loved one through dementia, faithfully prayed for wayward children… people who have shown you the best of human nature in difficult times. 

Richard Foster, in his book Celebration of Discipline, points out that “celebration brings joy into life, and joy makes us strong…  We cannot continue long in anything without it.”  Joy produces energy.  If playing the piano brings us joy, we will find the strength and energy to practice, but if we find the piano boring it won’t be long before we give it up.  

It is amazing the way people are united behind a winning team – the recent All White qualification for the Soccer World Cup has everyone celebrating “our” victory.  Celebration builds community and unity.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
	Music

“The Holy City,” played on the organ, could be a wonderful piece of music to set the scene for the service, or to move people from a time of reflection / prayer into celebration by starting softly during prayer, and building into the chorus, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, lift up your gates and sing; Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to our King,” once the prayer has ended.
Hymns

Sing we the King who is coming to reign (MHB 116

All glory, praise and honour (MHB 84; WOV 250)

Ride on, ride on in majesty (MHB 192; WOV 264)

Jesus comes with all His grace (MHB 87; WOV 149)

Come into the streets with me (AA 22)

Lift high the cross (AA 87)

Songs

Give thanks to the Lord, Our God and King (Psalm 118) (S2 688)

Lord I lift Your name on high (CMP 881; S1 330)

Come on and celebrate (CMP 99; S1 75)

I will celebrate (S2 813)

Hosanna, Hosanna (CMP 242; S1 182)

We wanna see Jesus lifted high (CMP 957; S1 559)



	Prayers
	If you used John van de Laar’s prayer/poem from last week’s resources, you may want to use the same prayer early in the service this week too.  We celebrate because someone does something that is worth honouring.  It’s a way to say thank you! 

On Palm Sunday the people get it right, but the darkness still clings to the story, and their celebration will soon change to condemnation.  

 

The Healing Power Of Celebration  

Leader:  In the midst of grief we choose to celebrate,   

People:  Because it reminds us of hope,    

              and brings comfort to our broken hearts;
L:  In the midst of poverty we choose to celebrate, 

P:  because it speaks of wealth beyond material things,        

     and gives dignity to our humbled hearts;
L:  In the midst of conflict we choose to celebrate,  

P:  because it turns us to peace,      

     and restores humanity to our angry hearts;
L:  In the midst of suffering we choose to celebrate,
P:  because it lightens our darkness,     

     and inspires strength in our fragile hearts;
L:  In the midst of injustice we choose to celebrate,
P:  because it defies evil,
     and renews determination in our compassionate hearts;
L:  Though crosses may loom, and opponents gather,    

     though cynics may scoff at the extravagance of our devotion to you

P:  Jesus, we still choose to embrace and enjoy,        

     for our own sake, and that of the least,  

     the healing power of celebration.

John van de Laar © 2010 Sacredise (used with permission)


	Children


	Have the children participate in making the palm crosses.

Have a long rope, and an assistant, on the other side of a doorway / behind a screen in the front of the church.  Tell the kids you have something to show them, go through the door and begin pulling on the rope – your assistant keeping the tension.  “Come on you!  Come and see the children!”  Keep encouraging an imaginary donkey into the church.  “Oh, don’t be such a stubborn animal!  Show them how good donkey’s can be!”  etc.  It’s not working, and suddenly you realise why – you forgot to untie the donkey!  Go through the door and bring back a toy donkey, or a picture.  The children’s talk then focuses on how we sometimes blame other people because we are not happy – they are stubborn, or selfish, or silly.  But, sometimes it is we who forget to do things, we who are silly.  We make ourselves unhappy because we choose to look at the negative things – it’s our life and we can make the most of it!

Dear Lord Jesus, today we celebrate your entry into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey.  The people were happy that you came to them, and we are happy that you are with us.  Help us to be happy with everything that we have, and to make the most of every opportunity that comes our way.  Amen.



	PowerPoint
	Palm branches are the obvious background, but are often difficult to use because they have light and dark areas that make the words more difficult to read.  Better to have one or two good pictures that work well than a host of pretty pictures that frustrate those who can’t read the words. 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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