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Sunday 25 July 2010
Prayer
Year C - Pentecost 9 - 49C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Hosea 1.2-10  Hosea marries a prostitute as a dramatic action to show how unfaithful Israel had been to her husband, the Lord God. Hosea’s wife has children that are named to indicate God’s judgement. (Poor kids!)
Psalm 85 A psalm that anticipates restoration and peace. Contains the delightful v10 “Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.”

Colossians 2.6-15 The benefits of being a follower of Jesus.

Luke 11.1-13  The Lord’s teaching about prayer - includes a shorter version of the Lord’s Prayer, a short story about persistence in prayer and another about asking for the gift of Holy Spirit. 



	Introduction / Summary
	Prayer is a subject that we need to keep coming back to again and again. Without it our religion consists of just ideas about God rather than our involvement in God’s purposes. 

The reading from Luke’s gospel alone carries so many ideas that you may choose to deal with just the Lord’s Prayer or with just the two prayer stories. Both the story of the friend at midnight and that of the father and his gifts are of the “how much more” nature.



	Broader / Personal Preparation
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	Celine Dion’s “The Prayer” is an appropriate track to use with this week’s theme. (This track was played at Andre la Roux’s funeral – lyrics)

Comparisons with similar passages in the other gospels reveal a rich treasure-trove of the concepts that Luke seeks to emphasise. 

One of these is that the followers of Jesus are praying people. Only Luke records the story of the friend visiting at midnight (11.5-8) and the similar story of the widow and the judge (18.1-8). Only Luke precedes the Lord’s Prayer with one of the disciples asking, “Lord, teach us to pray.”

Another is the importance of the Holy Spirit to Luke. In Matthew’s account the father gives “good things” to his children (Matthew 7.11). In Luke he gives “The Holy Spirit” (11.13) 

Lukes cuts to the chase. His version of the Lord’s Prayer has just five petitions compared with seven in Matthew. The two that are omitted may be considered elaborations of the ones preceding them.

  

	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	A short and simple drama would set the scene for the Gospel lesson. 

Have a boy or girl sitting on a lounge chair, or at a table, at the front of the church reading a comic (magazine or book).

Parent comes in and asks “What do you feel like for tea?”

Child: “Fish and chips.”

P: “What about some more healthy food?”

C: “You asked me what I feel like. I really feel like fish and chips! Anyway fish is healthy – I’ll have two fish, a potato fritter and lots of chips…. Pleeease.”

P: “Ok. I’m off to the takeaway shop I’ll be back soon.”

Parent disappears leaving child reading.

(Have a break in the drama and sing a song/hymn or have prayer while waiting for the parent to return.)

Parent returns with two packages wrapped in newsprint.

P: “Here you are.”

Child unwraps food with relish. 

C: “Ahhhh… just what I feel like. I’m sooo hungry!”

Inside the package is potato chips and snakes. (snakes from $2 shop or jelly snakes from the supermarket)

Child stands up holding wiggling snakes by their tails and screaming, “I said fish and chips NOT snakes and chips!”


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Pray like this                       Luke 11.1-4
We call this “The Lord’s prayer” but in reality it is better called “The disciples’ prayer” as it is not a prayer that Jesus prayed, but a prayer that he taught us to pray. Luke’s version has just five petitions:

1) Help us to honour your name

Intimacy with God, who we can speak to as father (or mother), must be balanced with a sense of awe at his majesty. I heard an Anglican minister preach once “He’s God Almighty - not God all matey!” Actually both are true. We honour God as we worship him here by habit Sunday by Sunday. But more than that, we honour him by living lives that reflect his love and justice.

2) Come and set up your kingdom

Jesus teaches his disciples that our priority is not our own empire and will but God’s. How easy it is to fail to understand the radical nature of this petition. How easy it is as Christians to come to the church - and bring with us the dreams that we’ve always had, the goals we’ve always had, the view of ourselves we’ve always had… and to think that it is good to have God to help us. We continue in our usual routines, and try to make the Lord of Glory our servant to help us to achieve our will. We never let the gospel turn us upside down, shake us or disturb us. The radical nature of the Gospel is the power of saying, “come and set up your kingdom.”

3) Give us each day the food we need 

This petition reminds us of the practical things of life and shows us God’s concern. Consider the time that we spend worrying over practical and little things. Often, these occupy our mental energies more than the great political issues of our day. Imagine if God was only concerned with big stuff - and we had to turn our attention from our daily round in order to talk with him. He would be remote. But in Jesus we have God come near. We see God’s concern for wine at a wedding, the weariness of the disciples, the hunger of the crowd, daily bread. God is the God of the nitty gritty of life.
4) Forgive us our sins as we forgive others

I once knew of a man, a church-goer, who wouldn’t pray the Lord’s Prayer. He wouldn’t pray it because it says, “forgive us our sins as we forgive others.” He knew that he harboured unforgiveness and resentment against another person who had deeply offended him, and no way was he going to let it go. Neither was he going to ask God to treat him in the same unforgiving way that he was treating someone else. You see, to pray the Lord’s Prayer is to ask God to forgive us in the same way that we forgive other people! Matthew’s gospel makes it clear that this is the way things work, “if you forgive… your Father in heaven will forgive you. If you don’t forgive others, your Father won’t forgive your sins.” Matthew 6.14-15.

5) Keep us from being tempted

The final petition reminds us that we live with the real danger of temptation and evil. Temptation is not sin. While I was walking in the Grampian Ranges in Victoria, Australia I came across a snake on the path. That didn’t indicate that the path was evil. On the other hand, just because there is a snake on the path, there’s no need to bend down and stroke it! It is good to keep well away from areas where we know there is temptation and pray, “keep us from being tempted.”
Persist in prayer                 Luke 11.5-8
Jesus’ story of a friend at visiting at midnight is rather humorous. Who goes 

visiting at midnight? There are people who do! Presumably this Middle Eastern

visitor had travelled by night to avoid the heat of the day. Their hospitality customs 

dictated that food should be offered to arriving guests, but the bread was baked 

daily and would often be all gone by night. There were no all-night supermarkets, 

so the hapless host went and banged on his neighbour’s door.

   “Wake up!”

   “Go away!”

   “It’s your friend from next door.”

   “You’re not my friend this time of night!”

   “I need some bread.”

   “I’m in bed!”

   “I’ll keep knocking until you give me some.”

   “Oh... you pest! ...Ok then... I’m coming.”

The story is told as an encouragement to us to persist in prayer. If the neighbour 

gives bread when the knocking persists, how much more will God answer us 

when we persist in prayer? But why should we have to persist in prayer? Why 

should we have to plead and wait... and wait and plead? This is the problem of 

unanswered prayer and many of us are caught in this agony. How many parents 

have prayed and prayed for their wayward son or daughter? How many husbands

and wives have prayed for an ill spouse? The story says to carry on, persist, even

if an answer is not evident. 

Sometimes the change that occurs as a result of this praying is not in the 

circumstances, but in us. In Gethsemene Jesus prayed three times, “Take this 

cup from me” and seemed to find no answer. Yet his prayer and his actions are an

example to us. So the story of the friend at midnight tells us not to become weary

in prayer. Persist. Keep on.

Ask for the Holy Spirit       Luke 11.9-13

You may think, “Why, on earth, would Christians need to be encouraged to ask

for the Holy Spirit?” Well, more than a few of us are a little apprehensive when it 

comes to the Holy Spirit. 

First of all, he is “holy”… and “holy” gets bad press these days. Nobody wants to 

be a “holy Joe.”

Next he is “spirit”… and “spirit” sounds a bit spooky doesn’t it? We’re not too sure 

about spirits. In fact, in the olden days, they called him the Holy Ghost, and that’s 

even worse! What’s more, Jesus said that the Holy Spirit is like the wind that goes

where it wants and does what it wills (John 3.8). We like to be firmly in control of 

things and have them done decently and in order. We wouldn’t like to see 

anything unseemly in church. We’re just not the swinging-from-the-chandeliers 

types. 

On the other hand, we recognise the limitations of our own resources. The Holy

Spirit is the power we need to make the Christian life work. We need a strength

stronger than ourselves. We need God’s love so we can reach out to the unlovely.

We need the unity that the Spirit is able to bring to our local church community. 

And we all want the joy that the Spirit is able to bring into our lives. But we are 

wary because we fear that if we really allowed the Spirit to control our lives and

our churches we may end up with something scary or harmful. Jesus asked, 

“When your kids come to you wanting an egg or a fish, would you give them a 

snake or a scorpion instead?” Faulty as we are, we are not going to give our kids

something harmful when they ask for something nourishing. Even more so, we 

can be sure, says Jesus, that our heavenly Father will only give us what is good 

and helpful when we ask for the Holy Spirit. We desperately need the Spirit’s life 

and power to be seen working among us. Let’s ask for that now.


	Illustrations / Stories
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	Galileo’s prayer

At the turn of the Seventeenth Century Galileo was living in a home behind the Basilica of St Anthony within sight of its domes. St Anthony was known as a miracle worker and his body has rested at the basilica for almost eight centuries. It is said that Galileo went to the saint’s tomb to pray for money for himself, health for his children and old age for his mother. As he waited in prayer and meditated on the life of St Anthony he prayed instead for illumination of his mind so he could confer some new knowledge on humankind.

The praying hands
This is the story, source unknown, that is told of the praying hands...

In the fifteenth century, in a tiny village near Nuernberg, lived a family with eighteen children. In order merely to keep food on the table, the father, a goldsmith by profession, worked almost eighteen hours a day at his trade and any other paying chore he could find in the neighbourhood. 

Despite their seemingly hopeless condition, two of Albrecht Dürer the Elder's children had a dream. They both wanted to pursue their talent for art, but they knew full well that their father would never be financially able to send either of them to Nuernberg to study at the Academy. After many long discussions, the two boys finally worked out a pact. They would toss a coin. The loser would go down into the nearby mines and, with his earnings, support his brother while he attended the academy. Then, when that brother who won the toss completed his studies, in four years, he would support the other brother at the academy, either with sales of his artwork or, if necessary, also by labouring in the mines. 

They tossed a coin on a Sunday morning after church. Albrecht Dürer won the toss and went off to Nuernberg. Albert went down into the mines and, for the next four years, financed his brother, whose work at the academy was almost an immediate sensation. Albrecht's etchings, his woodcuts, and his oils were far better than those of most of his professors, and by the time he graduated, he was beginning to earn considerable fees for his commissioned works. 

When the young artist returned to his village, the Dürer family held a festive dinner to celebrate Albrecht's triumphant homecoming. After a long and memorable meal, punctuated with music and laughter, Albrecht rose from his honoured position at the head of the table to drink a toast to his beloved brother for the years of sacrifice that had enabled Albrecht to fulfill his ambition. His closing words were, "And now, Albert, blessed brother of mine, now it is your turn. Now you can go to Nuernberg to pursue your dream, and I will take care of you." 

All heads turned in eager expectation to the far end of the table where Albert sat, tears streaming down his pale face, shaking his lowered head from side to side while he sobbed and repeated, over and over, "No ...no ...no ...no." 

Finally, Albert rose and wiped the tears from his cheeks. He glanced down the long table at the faces he loved, and then, holding his hands close to his right cheek, he said softly, "No, brother. I cannot go to Nuernberg. It is too late for me. Look what four years in the mines have done to my hands! The bones in every finger have been smashed at least once, and lately I have been suffering from arthritis so badly in my right hand that I cannot even hold a glass to return your toast, much less make delicate lines on parchment or canvas with a pen or a brush. No, brother ... for me it is too late." 

More than 450 years have passed. By now, Albrecht Dürer's hundreds of masterful portraits, pen and silver-point sketches, watercolours, charcoals, woodcuts, and copper engravings hang in every great museum in the world, but the odds are great that you, like most people, are familiar with only one of Albrecht Dürer's works. More than merely being familiar with it, you very well may have a reproduction hanging in your home or office. 

One day, to pay homage to Albert for all that he had sacrificed, Albrecht Dürer painstakingly drew his brother's abused hands with palms together and thin fingers stretched skyward. He called his powerful drawing simply "Hands," but the entire world almost immediately opened their hearts to his great masterpiece and renamed his tribute of love "The Praying Hands."


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
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	Hymns

Awake my soul, and with the sun (WOV 469; MHB 931)

Come down O love divine (WOV 310; S1 71)

Dear Lord and Father of mankind (WOV 519; MHB 669; S1 79)
Forgive our sins as we forgive (WOV 564)

Jesus stand among us (MHB 684)

Lead us heavenly Father lead us (WOV 492; MHB 661; S1 311)
O for a thousand tongues to sing (WOV 141; MHB 1; S1 383)

Our Father who art in heaven (S2 932)
The church's one foundation (WOV 385; MHB 701; S1 477)

What a friend we have in Jesus (MHB 538 S1 566)
Songs

Holy Spirit come (S1 180)

Our Father in heaven (S2 931)

Reign in me (S1 437)
Seek ye first (WOV 635; H&P 138; SIS 96; CMP 590; S1 447)
Spirit of the living God (S1 462)
Turn your eyes upon Jesus (S1 533)

Celine Dion – The Prayer read the lyrics


	Prayers
	The Lord’s Prayer 
Luke’s version of the prayer is shorter than the more familiar version found in Matthew. Use Luke’s version today. You may want to say it over several times until the congregation can say it without referring to the words. If you are using a projector, you could say it, then blank out the first sentence and say it again. Blank out the first two sentences and say it again. Blank out the first three sentences and say it again. Blank out the first four sentences and say it again. Finally, say it without the words. 
Father, help us 
   to honour your name. 

   Come and set up 

   your kingdom. 

   Give us each day 

   the food we need.

Forgive our sins, 

   as we forgive everyone 

   who has done wrong to us. 

   And keep us 

   from being tempted. 
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society 
Prayer for the Holy Spirit

Our Lord and God

send your Holy Spirit to us your people
for we need your Spirit so much.
Refresh us, renew us

Send us your power to love

We readily confess that we are not the people that we could be.

You are Holy

but we are tainted,

tainted by greed and pride and our own wilfulness.

We need filling with your Holy Spirit.

Come touch us afresh.

fill us with a fresh sense of awe


fill us with your power to live effectively

fill us with your praise

Where we have shut you out of compartments of our lives 

be it our desires, relationships, thoughts or finances

come Holy Spirit as a mighty wind

come right in.

Clean us out, make us fresh, make us right, make us lively.

Fill us Holy Spirit.
To you we surrender our intellect, 

our heart, our will, our whole being 

kindle our hearts with love for you and our neighbours

and bring us into conformity with your divine will.

Amen



	Children
	Jesus was keen to encourage his followers to pray. Today when people want to encourage a certain type of behaviour (from driving safely to eating chocolate) they make an advertisement. Make a newspaper advertisement for prayer. Put a whiteboard at the front of the church. Get volunteers to make suggestions about what could be included in the ad’ and write them up. Write some starter ideas on pieces of card and see if they would like to include these:

Start every day with a prayer

A prayer a day keeps temptation away

Prayer: it’s the real thing

Prayer: Just do it!

Prayer: I’m lovin’ it!

Prayer – but wait – there’s more

Pray smarter New Zealand

Can’t beat that prayer

Big is good. God is big. Pray!

Open happiness - pray

The prayerhouse where everyone gets a pardon

The family that prays together stays together



	PowerPoint
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	Albrecht Dürer’s “praying hands” would make a good back ground. (See the story in illustrations above)
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