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Sunday 25 April 2010
The Spirit of Connections

Year C - Easter 4 - 34C

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links
	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Psalm 23 This well known Psalm may best be read differently – into a time of silence or reflection, with classical music playing in the background, perhaps a ‘modern’ version followed by the traditional King James version.  

Revelation 7:9-17 An enormous crowd, from every nation, praises God and the Lamb.  
Acts 2:1-12; 11:1-18 Peter points out that the Spirit was given to the Gentiles in the same way the disciples experienced the Spirit at Pentecost.

John 10:22-30 Jesus is confronted with the question:  Are you the Messiah?  His reply provokes them to pick up stones to throw at Him! (v31)

Notice the Shepherd theme that links the readings (apart from Acts) – well worth exploring…



	Introduction / Summary
	It seems as if we are easily trapped by an “individualistic faith” in our modern western world.  The picture of “being called by name” into a relationship with God by the Good Shepherd reinforces that.  However, the Spirit moves us beyond ourselves, gifting us and using us to be God’s people in a world of need.  We discover that as we live “in the Spirit” we cannot ignore the world God loves.  We are called out of our personal faith into the adventure of being co-workers with God.



	Broader Preparation
	How do you connect with God?  What draws you to connect with others?  What, for you, characterises the promptings of the Spirit?  What, for you, is the language of the Spirit?

 

	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	Get people to give the congregation some simple instructions in different languages – stand up, turn around etc – some will get it, others not…  In order to connect with or understand someone we need to “speak the same language.” In Acts, the Spirit helped people hear the good news in their own language (2:6).  

Blindfold a person and have them try to fulfil a simple task being guided by “a voice” (have 3 people speaking at the same time, giving different instructions, only one of which is correct.  Obviously, an impossible task – don’t know which voice to listen to).  Then repeat the exercise with a friend / partner providing the correct instructions (tell the blindfolded person to listen to them only) and the other voices trying to distract.  Now it is possible because “they know my voice.”



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	I am wondering about the image of Jesus being the Good Shepherd – the One who leads us to God – and the experience of the Spirit at Pentecost and Acts 10 and 11.  Both result in people being connected to God, but in very different ways.  In John 10 Jesus calls us by name (personally) into fullness of life, but in Acts 2, 10 and 11 the presence of the Spirit breaths new life into the church (community).

The experience of Jesus is deeply personal, as John 10:25-30 reflects: there is an intimacy and “at one-ness” that runs through the whole chapter.  We follow because we know God’s voice (10:4).  

But how do we know what the voice of God sounds like?  Dallas Willard, in his book In Search of Guidance says that God speaks with “an impressiveness that does not argue.”  He suggests that, deep down, we know that the voice within us is not our own.  Some people call this conscience; others call it conviction.  Whatever we call this inner voice, it is the voice of the Spirit, and it is deeply personal.  We are co-workers with God – He calls us by name.

However, the experience of God does not remain personal.  The Greek word ekklesia (used to describe the church) means “to be called out of.”  We are called to follow, we are led out.  The experience of Pentecost leads the disciples out of their private experience of Jesus into a world of different cultures and people, including the Gentiles (Acts 10 and 11).  Simply put, we are called into relationship and sent out to serve.  The two go together.

The temptation to make our faith a private experience is strong.  Safe.  The call to proclaim the good news, work for justice, break down prejudice, feed the poor is daunting.  No wonder we get stuck in church.

But God’s Spirit is a spirit of connections.  Notice that the Spirit enables everyone to understand Peter’s sermon (Acts 2:6).  No-one is left out!  The tongues of Acts 2 were not tongues of personal prayer that no-one could understand, they were the tongues of proclamation that made it possible for all to understand.  The disciples had already been called by name to follow Christ, now they were being sent out to connect others to God.  The Spirit enables this to happen.  “Tell my people I love them!” 

Throughout the New Testament we see the Spirit helping believers to connect people with God.  We are transformed by the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22,23) so that our characters will reinforce the message we speak.  We are equipped to do something to promote the gospel through the gifts of the Spirit.  

We are affirmed as God’s children, called by name (Romans 8:15,16) and helped with prayer (Romans 8:26).  Then we are sent to be God’s people in a world that desperately needs to be reconnected to the source of life in all it’s fullness.

A quick note on speaking in tongues.  There are 3 different kinds of ‘speaking in tongues’ in the New Testament.  

Firstly, the tongue of proclamation, as seen at Pentecost (Acts 2).  Here the disciples speak in the language of those who are listening – they are clearly understood.  As a result, they are able to communicate – to proclaim the Good News.

Secondly, the tongue of prophecy (1 Corinthians 14).  Here God uses tongues to communicate a special message to a group of believers, a message that requires an explanation (1 Cor 14:27,28).

Thirdly, the tongue of prayer.  This is a bit more complicated as it is only implied in the NT.  There are four primary Scripture passages that are cited as evidence for praying in tongues: Romans 8:26; 1 Corinthians 14:4-17; Ephesians 6:18; and Jude verse 20, but none of these really speak of a private, prayer language.  However, praying in tongues is a common Christian experience that enhances the devotional life of some Christians.

Biblically, tongues are primarily to communicate the word of God to the people.  God has always had a bias towards this: that the ‘private’ ends in proclamation.  



	Illustrations /
 Stories
	“What are they talking about on talk back radio right now?”  Of course that cannot be answered unless we had a radio to tune into the correct frequency.  The radio waves are streaming through the church there for those who can connect.  So too with the Spirit – but we have to “tune in” to what the Spirit is saying to us.

On hearing the voice of God…  Kids:  Speak to them and they do not hear you.   Speak about them and they hear every word.  Why is that?



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV:  With Heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
	Hymns

O for a thousand tongues to sing (link to Revelation reading) (MHB 1; WOV 141)

The Lord’s my Shepherd (MHB 50; WOV 16)

The King of Love my Shepherd is (MHB 76; WOV 81)

There’s a light upon the mountains (MHB 256; WOV 207)

For the might of your arm we bless you (MHB 715; WOV 535)

Lead us, heavenly Father lead us (MHB 611; WOV 492)

God of freedom, God of justice (AA 50)

Great and deep the Spirit’s purpose (AA 55)

Come pursue a mission journey (WHV 31)

Church of the living Christ (AA 19)
Songs
I, the Lord of sea and sky (CMP 857; S1 246)

This little light of mine 

Lord I come to You (CMP 880; S1 329)

Brother, sister, let me serve you (SIS 256; AA 8)

Tell my people I love them (AA 132; CMP 630)



	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to 

follow link
	God, You Are Enough

A paraphrase of Psalm 23

God,

You are enough for us;

you give us rest in soft fields

and beside whispering streams;

you restore and renew us,

and lead us into life-giving ways;

When death and evil come close to us,

you carry us through,

you protect and comfort us;

when others seek to do us harm,

your grace uplifts and provides for us

in public view;

you fill us with your strength

and we enjoy overflowing abundance;

We have confidence that your goodness and compassion

will fill our days,

and we will stay immersed in your life and presence

forever.

Amen

© John van de Laar from Sacredise – used with permission


	Children


	Did you know that the brain capacity of the average dog is about the same as that of a three-year-old child? This means that dogs can understand quite a lot! It also means that there is still a lot that they cannot understand. They do not understand traffic lights, or what makes rat poison bad to eat. 

This is why it is up to us to keep our dogs out of danger. We often use our voices to do this: "Come! Heel! Sit! Down!  No!" This is what a good shepherd does for sheep. Just as a dog recognizes its owner's voice, sheep recognize the shepherd's voice. Jesus wants us to be safe and happy too.  

OR

Give each child a nice piece of cardboard and, with the help of youth/adults if needed, get them to write their names to fill the card – nice and big.  Have some art resources – stickers, crayons etc (not too messy) and have them decorate their names.  (The congregation continues with worship while the kids do their thing).  Once all are done, have the kids come forward, hold up their card, say their name and describe what they have done (if they want to).  If possible, take a photograph of each child with their card.  These could then be printed and used for Mother’s Day in 2 weeks time.  The link to the lesson – Jesus calls us by name (Jn 10:3).

OR

Try to make toast, but don’t plug in the toaster.  “It’s not working!  It was fine at home!  What’s wrong?” It’s not plugged in.  We need to be connected…

OR

Use the blindfold “game” from the creativity section above.



	PowerPoint
	A progression of images from Psalm 23 may also work well – green grass, still waters, a pathway, valley, a rod and staff, banquet table, overflowing cup.   Any one of those images could be used throughout, while sheep or shepherds could also work.  
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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