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Sunday 24 October 2010
Humble Prayer
Year C - Pentecost 22 - 62C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links


	Joel 2.23-32  Within a few verses the prophet runs the gamut of his themes. He promises restoration and blessing and then looks forward to the Day of the Lord when the Spirit is poured out on all people. This in turn ushers in the final judgement when “the Lord will save everyone who faithfully worships him.”
Psalm 65 A Psalm of David that praises the God who answers prayer. An excellent complementary passage to our Gospel reading today. Finishes off with a harvest thanksgiving.

2 Timothy 4.6-8, 16-18 Convicted for his Christian beliefs, Paul writes from a Roman prison. He awaits his own execution, calmly looking forward to his eternal reward. 

Luke 18.9-14 Jesus tells a story about a Pharisee and a tax collector who both went to the temple to pray. Proud of his position and achievements the Pharisee’s prayer did not please God. On the other hand the tax collector’s humble prayer for mercy was pleasing to God.
Today is the final Sunday of the week of Prayer for World Peace. 
Being the Sunday preceding Labour Day, it is also Industrial Sunday. You may wish to take the opportunity to read the “Social Principles” (attached as an appendix) and to focus on all those in any kind of work, paid or unpaid, as well as those who are seeking work. It is a time to reinforce the important link between our daily work and our faith. 
“The Archbishop of Canterbury declares that the observance of Industrial Sunday indicates the spirit which ought to govern industrial relations. The Church should do its utmost to make the rule of Christian principles prevail.” 
From The Evening Post - 23 March 1931.


	Introduction / Summary
	We continue today in the theme of prayer as we look at another parable that is unique to Luke’s gospel. We mentioned last week that prayer is a major emphasis of Luke. The story of the Pharisee and the tax collector looks back to the theme of prayer from last week and looks forward to the story of the Zacchaeus which we will cover next Sunday.
Someone has described a parable as a story with a hook in the tail. There is a barbed hook in the tail of the short and simple story from today’s gospel reading (Luke 18.9-14). It snags the unwitting Pharisees who were listening in to Jesus. The trouble is it is likely to snag us too! We can easily drift into thinking that our religious observance and our carefully rehearsed dogma have earned us a special place with God. This parable is a reminder that it is the penitent, not the proud, who please God. 
 

	Broader / Personal

Preparation
	The Australian family film Babe (1995) stars James Cromwell as Farmer Hoggett and features an endearing animated pig. It amusingly illustrates the danger of (like the Pharisee in Jesus’ story) making hasty judgements about others. You could use the scene when Farmer Hoggett takes Babe to the sheep dog trials.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
	As an introductory activity. Buy little packets of tiny craft mirrors ($2 shop). Give one to each person. (You could also set up mirrors around the church.) 

Get everyone to look in a mirror. Pause. Then ask…

What went through your head? 

What judgments do you make about yourself? 

Do you think you have…
   Grey hair? 

   A large nose? 

   A freckly or spotty face?

   A tired look? 

Are these comparative statements? Compared to what? 

…Or are you proud of what you saw? 

Is there a balance to be achieved between self acceptance and pride?
To conclude (after the message) get people to look in the mirror again. Ask them to look beyond the image reflected back. Who are you inside?

Lead in a prayer…
“Lord, I don’t put my trust in what I look like, 

in what I do, 

or in who I am.

I trust instead in your mercy

and your grace

and thank you that

on these things I can depend.

Amen”


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	Jesus tells the story of a Pharisee and a tax collector at prayer in the Temple (Luke 18.9-14). One should not assume that all Pharisees were self-righteous or that all tax-collectors were repentant. It is the fact that most tax collectors were scoundrels, and many Pharisees were humble and God-fearing, that gives this story its particular twist. If we look carefully, within the characters we can see ourselves.

The temple in Jerusalem was used for both private and public prayers. The Pharisee positions himself prominently to pray a prayer of thanksgiving about himself. (Some manuscripts suggest he prayed “to himself” v11 – as rendered by NASB.) He is grateful that he doesn’t steal or cheat or get entangled in adulterous relationships. He glances sideways at the tax collector and especially thanks God that he not like that crook who robs his own people blind. He then begins to list his merits. Though the law requires only that he fast one day a year, he declares that he fasts twice a week. Though the law requires him to give a tenth of everything he produces, he announces that he does better than that. He goes further and gives a tenth of even those things that he buys from the merchants. 
Meanwhile the tax collector hides in the shadows to pray. His complicity with the occupying Roman forces has made him rich. As a result he is despised by decent people and he wants to keep out of sight. His face is in his hands and his heart is full of sorrow. Acutely aware of his own faults, in despair he pleads for God to have pity on him.
The upside-down nature of God’s kingdom is suddenly revealed as Jesus declares that it is the tax collector that pleases God and Pharisee who does not. 
Humble yourself 
The Pharisee was full of himself. In the two verses of his prayer the word “I” is used six times (GNB). He was focused on himself, yet he had no sense of his own need. He didn’t please God because his whole focus was in the wrong direction! In private prayer the true heart is revealed. What is the focus of our prayers? Can we lift ourselves from the ‘I’, ‘me’ and ‘mine’ to the bigger purposes that are on the heart of God?
“Thank God that I am not like that.” Isn’t it funny how we are biased when it comes to ourselves and our own faults? Without realizing it, when we make comparisons with others we tend to compare our best points with the worst that we see in others. So it is that nearly everyone thinks that they drive better than the average driver! If we are inadvertently proud about of driving abilities, it is also true that even in our own day we can become proud of our religious observances. Like the Pharisee it is easy to assume that our respectability somehow earns us merit with God. The truth however is stated by the hymn-writer (Augustus Montague Toplady) who penned the line “nothing in my hand I bring, simply to your cross I cling.” 

The humble heart looks on those entrapped by the superficial pleasures of this world and says, “There but for the grace of God go I.”
Trust in God’s mercy
The tax collector “stood off at a distance” (Luke 18.13). His actions as well as his words express humility and his own sense of unworthiness. Like him we can do no better than to throw ourselves on the mercy of God. It is the primary tenant of the New Testament faith that our right standing with God is dependent on our trust in him and his mercy, not upon our trust in our own works. As Paul puts it, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God – not the result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2.8-9) It is the underlying attitude to God that is of real importance. What the story demands is not self-sufficiency but God dependence. 
The passage is rounded off with the words of Jesus, “all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” (Luke 18.14). This saying from Luke 11.14 (see also Matthew 23.12) is now repeated in a new context. It points to the ultimate destiny that is set by our attitude. 


	Illustrations / Stories
	The white cottage 
“Once I made a journey in the train down to England. As we passed through the Yorkshire moors I saw a little whitewashed cottage and it seemed to me to shine with an almost radiant whiteness. Some days later I made the journey back to Scotland. The snow had fallen and was lying deep all around. We came again to the little white cottage, but this time its whiteness seemed drab and soiled and almost grey – in comparison with the virgin whiteness of the driven snow. It all depends on what we compare ourselves with.”
William Barclay The Daily Study Bible – The Gospel of Luke p234
Heaven’s gates
There is a story told of three people who appeared before St Peter at heaven’s gates. Each carried a gift. 

The first was a patriot and he carried the last drop of blood which he had shed for his country. But the gates remained firmly closed.

The second was a lover and she carried the dying sigh that she had gasped in her beloved’s arms. Still the gates did not open.

Finally, came a criminal who brought with him a penitent tear. For him the gates were opened wide.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
As the deer pants SIS 460; CMP 37; S1 27

Because you came   HIOS 10
Breathe on me breath of God MHB 300; WOV 320; H&P 280; CMP 67; S1 57

Dear Lord and Father of mankind MHB 669; WOV 519; H&P 673; CMP 111; 

  S1 79
Give ear to my words O Lord SIS 377

Give thanks for life   AA 45
Have mercy on me S3 1235

Heavenly Father, may your holy name be lifted high S2 716

In my life Lord CMP 335; S1 230

It’s me, it’s me, O Lord (the old spiritual – a great song for children and adults) 

   S3 1332

Jesus where’er your people meet MHB 675; WOV 372; H&P 549
Lord have mercy CMP 439

Lord have mercy on us CMP 430; S1 328

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire MHB 533; H&P 557; CMP 567
Rock of ages  MHB 498; WOV 157; H&P 273; CMP 582; S2 950


	Prayers
	General Confession
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you

and against our neighbours, 

in thought and word and deed,
in the evil we have done
and in the good we have not done

through ignorance, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past;

and grant that we may serve you

in newness of life;

to the glory of your name. Amen

A Prayer of Praise

What mighty praise 

belongs to you our God, 
And we shall keep 

all our promises to you. 

Everyone will come to you 

because you answer prayer. 

Our terrible sins get us down, 

but you forgive us. 

You bless your chosen ones, 

and you invite them to live near you 

in your temple. 

We will enjoy your house, 

the sacred temple. 

Our God, you save us, 

and your fearsome deeds 

answer our prayers for justice! 

You give hope to people 

everywhere on earth, 

even those across the sea. 

You are strong, 

and your mighty power 

put the mountains in place. 

You silence the roaring waves 

and the noisy shouts of the nations. 

People far away marvel 

at your fearsome deeds, 

and all who live under the sun 

celebrate and sing 

because of you. 
Psalm 65. 2-8 (CEV)

A Collect Prayer for Sunday worship.

The Rev John Howell, from Taupo, writes a collect for the congregation to pray each Sunday.  If you are interested in receiving a copy of a collect each week, go to the website www.stpaulstaupo.org.nz/prayer  He will aim to place it each Thursday.  The prayer is copyright but available for you to use or revise for your Sunday worship order.

A sample: 

Collect prayer p18

see Luke 16:19-31

God,

Thank you for the privileged gifts

I have inherited.

Grant me the humility

to look above the silo lid,

that cocoons my comfortable life.

Grant me a spirit of generosity,

and a compassion,

to work for justice

and seek joy in my neighbour,

In the example of the suffering servant, Amen.

John Howell ©
John is the author of two books of prayers:  

Sighs too deep for words - Prayers and images from Taupo

Longings for the eternal - Prayers for spirit, community and sustainability.

Information about the books will be found on the website.


	Children
	Use magnifying glasses (from the $2 shop) to look at different things:
   A sponge

   Hundreds and thousands
   A knitted jumper

   A strawberry

   A soft toy

   A leaf

   A flower

(Alternatively, if someone has a microscope, use that.)

Sometimes when we look at something we make a quick decision about what it is. But when we look deeper we can see that there are other things that weren’t apparent at first. 

Jesus told the story of a religious man who went to the temple to pray. There was another man there who was also praying. The religious man knew about the bad things the other man did. He thought, “God will be pleased with me, but not pleased with that bad man.” The religious man was proud of himself, but he should have looked deeper.  
What he didn’t see was that the other man was humble and was praying, “God I am sorry for those things that I have done.”  

God was very pleased with the humble man but not pleased at all with that proud religious man. 



	“10 Minutes”  

   survey
	At the end of June this year a survey form was sent to those using this resource. Thank you to the 53 people who responded. As I collate the responses, I’ll continue to publish them here and comment on them. Since a number of people have joined the email list subsequent to the survey and you have a different writer now, I plan to repeat the exercise next year. I have received helpful feedback from many of you by email and this is always welcome. - Andrew

What sections of “10 Minutes” would you like to see expanded? 

We had requests for every section to be expanded! Most requested sections were:
14
Illustrations

13
Creativity 

12
Preaching 

11
Children 

10
PowerPoint 

Are there areas of the worship service you would like to see covered?
Those that responded to this question mentioned:
· More children’s material

· Contemporary intercessory prayers

· Liturgy

· Calls to worship

· Alternative themes from the other lectionary passages

Did you use the leadership resources?
9
Yes 

3
Sometimes/ occasionally 

4
Not yet 

1
Read & discussed without using

Comments
If we expanded every section it might become “30 minutes on Tuesday.” I’ll probably stick with the present balance in the meantime. We will, however, look at those areas that are not presently covered. I have not resumed the leadership resources that Andre produced. It is of interest that they were not nearly as well used as “10 minutes”.


	PowerPoint

	Use pictures of mirrors (Google images) as a back drop.

	Appendix – Social Principles of the Methodist Church
	The ethical and social ideal of the Methodist Movement is the ideal of essential Christianity.  Methodism's impact on the life of the eighteenth century was due in some degree to the rediscovery of a social message. In 1743 John Wesley wrote (An Earnest Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion):  "We see, on every side, either men of no religion at all, or men of a lifeless, formal religion.  We ... should greatly rejoice if by any means we might convince some that there is a better religion to be attained, a religion worthy of God that give it.  And this we conceive to be no other than love; the love of God and of all mankind, the loving God with all our heart, and soul, and strength, as having first loved us, as the fountain of all the good we have received, and of all we hope to enjoy; and the loving every soul which God hath made, every man on the earth as his own soul."

Believing this and recognising that society at present falls far short of the Christian ideal, the Methodist Church stands for:

1.
The sacredness of human personality and the equal value of all men and women in the sight of God.

2.
Adequate opportunities of employment for all those willing and able to work, and reasonable standards of living for those, who because of age or infirmity, are not able to work.

3.
The co-operation of employers and employees for the benefit of the
            community.

4.
The duty of all to render conscientious service, the condemnation of scamped work, of sweated labour and of consumer exploitation.

5.
The right to a just return for services rendered and the right to good housing, and a healthy environment.

6.
The wise use and careful conservation of the world's physical resources.

7.
The removal of the root causes of poverty, unemployment and war.

8.
The promoting of social and industrial reforms by lawful means.

9.
The right to freedom of conscience, constitutional liberty, secrecy of the ballot and access to the Courts.  

10.
Christian influence in politics and civic affairs.

11.
The conviction that the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ contains the message that will promote effectively the regeneration and reconstruction of society.

The Methodist Church reminds her people that Christian ethics cannot be maintained without Christian faith.  The good life of the Christian and faith in Christ are inseparable.  Where one fails the other cannot last.
Adopted by Conference 1952; reprinted in the Minutes of Conference 1967; reaffirmed by Conference 1976 

Excerpt from the Methodist Church of New Zealand Law Book – Introductory Document V.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 

[image: image3.jpg]



Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

